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NEWSLETTER  

6th August 2009 

 

 
Principal’s Report 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
Some parents will receive a Parent Opinion 
Survey next week that asks many questions 
about the school. It is very important that 
this survey is filled out and returned to 
school within the two week time frame. 
This is a significant measurement 
instrument and the results are carefully 
looked at and acted upon. It is important to 
get them back pretty quickly as the timeline 
is relatively short. The data is collected 
analysed and is then compared with the rest 
of the schools in the state. These results 
help form part of the schools Annual 
Report. Your opinions, thoughts and 
feedback matter greatly and can help make 
Kensington an even better school. The 
families who receive surveys are chosen 
randomly by the computer and we 
apologise if you seem to be getting a 
questionnaire each year. 

 
Concert 
Paint is being slopped about 
the place as backdrops are 
created and various props are 
being constructed. All is 

looking colourful and should come together 

really well for the concert on the 19th of 
August. Choreography is taking shape and 
fancy footwork is the order of the day and 
the various costumes are helping to 
transform the kids into fine confident 
performers. 

 
Year 7 
Students placements for next year will be 
posted home next week. If you have any 
questions about the school selection please 
discuss with Kate. 
  

Safety 
There have been reports of extra police 
presence in the neighbourhood. It is a 
timely reminder that we all should be 
vigilant and take a little extra care.  

 
Assembly 
A terrific job by Brendan’s grade as they 
demonstrated the power of advertising and 
the hard sell. All at assembly enjoyed their 
confidence and the students had obviously 
rehearsed their parts extremely well. It was 
a hoot. 
 
 

      August Thur    6 6:30 Building Mtg (Angela Weir’s house) 

     Thur  13&14  Years 3 and 4 Camp Briars Outdoor 
Recreational Camp Mt Martha 

 Tue    18  Book Week Incursion (Jungle Bungle) 

 Wed  19 1:00 
7:00 

School Concert Matinee 
School Concert Evening 
 

Coming up  Tue 8 Sept 2:30–3:20 
6:00- 7:30 

Maths Afternoon  
Maths Evening 



               ARRIVE ON  

TIME FOR SCHOOL 
    The school has an expectation that all 
students be at school by 9 o’clock and 
are in line ready to start classes on time. 
It is important for children to be in their 
classroom by 9 o’clock when instruction 
time begins and the day’s set up is 
explained. Children arriving late miss 
out on vital instruction and learning 
time. A teacher is on yard duty from 
8.45 so students can be at school from 
then. If your child is more than 10 
minutes late they need to report to the 
office to collect a late pass before they 
go to their classroom. 

3/ 4 Camp 
We hope that the students heading off to 
camp have a lovely time. Thanks to Rachel 
for her hard work organising 
such a big undertaking.  It is 
no mean feat. The camping 
program brings lots of 
benefits to the students and 
provides experiences that can only be 
carried out at such places. I am sure the 
children will have a wonderful time. 

 
A book is a place  
Bob Stein, The Age, 25 July 2009  
Essentially, authors are about to learn what 
musicians have grasped during the past 10 
years - that they get paid to show up. For 
musicians, this means live performances 
account for an increasingly significant 
percentage of their income in contrast to 
ever-shrinking royalties from sales. With 

books, as we redefine content 
to include the conversation 
that grows up around the 
text, the author will 
increasingly be expected to be 

part of that ongoing conversation and, of 
course, expect to be paid for that effort. 
For their part, readers will see the 
experience of reading expand to include a 
range of behaviours, all situated firmly 
within a social context. To illustrate, here's 
a mother in London describing her 10-year-
old boy's reading behaviour: "He'll be 
reading a (printed) book. He'll put the book 
down and go to the book's website. Then 
he'll check what other readers are writing in 
the forums, and maybe leave a message 
himself, then return to the book. He'll put 
the book down again and Google a query 
that's occurred to him." 
I suggest that we revise our definition of 
reading to incorporate this range of 
activities, in addition to time spent 
absorbing the content of the printed page. 

 
Great News 
It was fantastic to see in the Age on 
Saturday that Stella Butzkueven was 
successful in gaining a scholarship to MLC. 
A great feat as they are very hard to 
achieve. Well done 
 
 
Mark Ryan 
Principal 

Choir Excursions 
The past week has been a very eventful and 
exciting one for our two choirs. Last Thursday 
the Junior Choir walked down to the Altona 
Street kindergarten to sing a rollicking set of 
eight songs ranging from swing to Middle 
Eastern folk to up-beat nursery rhymes. For 
some it was the first time they had sung for an 
audience outside the school and the enthusiasm 
was infectious. Then on Tuesday afternoon it 
was the Senior Choir’s turn to gear up and sing 

their hearts out to the old people at 
the Gregory Lodge nursing home 
in Racecourse Road. The joy of 
singing started to overflow as 

practise burst out spontaneously as we walked 
through the streets. At Gregory Lodge the 
children sang a set of six songs that were joyful, 
reflective and uplifting, finishing up with a 
tongue-twisting rhythm-and-blues number with 
great gusto. One of the residents, who was 101 
years old, simply said ‘That was beautiful’. 

 
Andrew Warmington 
Senior Choir Coordinator 
 
 

Did You Know???Did You Know???Did You Know???Did You Know???....    
. ……that 11 of our 14 classes are 
structured as "composite" (2 grade 
levels) We have two prep classes, 
two prep-one classes, three grade one-
two classes, one grade two class, three 
grade 3 /4 and three grade - 5/6’s. There 
are many reasons why we prefer to have 
composite/multi age classes and we will 

cover these in coming newsletters. 



Assembly Item 
Everyone is welcome to come to 
assembly on Monday and see a 

fabulous performance by 5/6J 
 

Student Wellbeing Student Wellbeing Student Wellbeing Student Wellbeing –––– Bounce Back Bounce Back Bounce Back Bounce Back    
Relationships – using power wisely 
 
It is important to know the skills needed to 
develop good relationships while avoiding 
the things that turn people off wanting to 
have a relationship with you. One of the 
things that turns people off is when power 
is used unwisely.  Being bossy, aggressive 
and controlling are all forms of power being 
used over someone else.  This can be done 
at an emotional level, physical level or, in 
adult relationships, even at a financial level.  
In children’s relationships power 
imbalances arise from time to time and 
sometimes become stuck.  For those in a 
more powerful position, there can be 
reputation or position to uphold. Those in a 
less powerful position may feel helpless 
and unable to make a change. Neither 
position is very comfortable, nor a good 
place from which to develop good 
relationships.  One way to avoid an unwise 
use of power in relationships is to 
encourage the development of 
assertiveness.  This is a skill that involves 
telling others how their behaviour impacts 
on you, how it makes you feel.  It almost 
always involves using the words ‘I 
feel…when you….’ and needs to be 
accompanied with an appropriate use of 
body language and tone of voice.  While 
this in no way forces the other person to 
change, it is a way of shifting power to be 
more equally shared and can be an 
important first step in developing great 
relationships.  On this topic, I liked a recent 
quote from Stephanie Dowrick: ‘In one of 
the lovely paradoxes of human nature, most 

of us will gain confidence by paying less 

attention to ourselves and more to how we 

affect the people around us.’ 

 
Care Program  
The uphill battle over getting children to eat 
each afternoon continues.  We are regularly 
changing the food to see what works, but 
many children are still not eating and some 
are not even trying the food. This results in 
children being very hungry or agitated as it 

gets closer to six o’clock and much of the 
food goes to waste.  Please encourage your 
children to try different food and don’t pack 
their lunch box with junk food or non-
nutritious treats for their after school snack. 
Currently our afternoon tea consists of 
highly nutritious salad, dip and cheese 
wraps plus a variety of fruit (usually grapes, 
bananas, rockmelon, strawberries and 
mandarins)   
Account statements are now out.  If you do 
not get your statement emailed to you, we 
will endeavour to put them in your 
children’s bags.  If you haven’t received 
yours, please collect it from the Care 
Program staff.  These accounts must be 
settled promptly.   

 
Daniel Clancy 

      Coordinator 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRUBBIESGRUBBIESGRUBBIESGRUBBIES    

Working bee         Working bee         Working bee         Working bee             

this Saturday 8 August        this Saturday 8 August        this Saturday 8 August        this Saturday 8 August        
from 9.30am 

Please come and help us build the final 

garden beds along the northern fence, 

prepare the shed wall for the bright 

Plantmania mural and  plant some fruit 

trees. 

Anyone with ladders and paint brushes to 

bring along would be greatly appreciated. 

All helping hands welcome. 

Next meeting Thursday  13 August   8pm    

Emma's house   0437 243 360 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Reminder 

Please remember to return lists of 
the books your child has read so that 

computer records can be updated.  
This must be done by 18/8/09 in 

order for your child to receive their  
certificate. 

Thanks, 
Simone & Kate 



  
 

 

P/1L-Kelly Qui  For making improvements to her reading by beginning to  
   use her strategies more often. 
 
2P-Robert  For memorising his lines and speaking with expression during our  
   concert rehearsals 
 
1/2M-Jenny   For consistently bringing her reading diary. 
          Varda    For fantastic reading! 
 
1/2N-Rozita   For solving our production problems 
         Jaiden     For a great effort in his home reading lately  
 
3/4K-Patrick    For using Bounce Back strategies  
         Yasmin   For making connections in reading 
 
5/6B-Georgie  For great mathematical thinking last week 
         Enya      For great mathematical thinking last week 
 
 
 

Concert News 
 
The Whole School Performance is an opportunity for our students to 
contribute creatively and take responsibility.  
 

It has been wonderful to see the delight in the children’s faces during rehearsals. They are so 
excited and pleased with what they have created.  
With some guidance from their teacher’s they have contributed ideas, made props, scenery, 
painted backdrops, created music, memorised their lines and dance moves.  
They have remained focused while rehearsing and are experiencing the cooperation, 
patience, courage and perseverance required in the performing arts.  
 
If you have not ordered your tickets be quick because they are going fast.  
If there are any unsold tickets these will be advertised for sale in the Thursday August 13th 
newsletter. You may purchase them on Friday 14th, Monday 17th, Tuesday 18th.  
 
SO it is important that first round tickets be ordered by Thursday the 13th  
This is also the day when they will be distributed. You may collect them from the office OR 
they will be given to you child ( in an envelope) to bring home.  
 
The “Wednesday the 19th Organisation” will be placed again in the Thursday the 13th 

 newsletter.  
 
Pamela Manikas 
Concert coordinator 
 
HELP NEEDED 
Any parent who has a small van ( or medium) who can be available at 9:00am Wednesday 

19
th
 August to help us shift scenery to the Kensington Community Centre 

please see Pam or school office staff. 
 
 

 

SPECIAL EFFORT AWARD 



RAFFLE! RAFFLE! RAFFLE! RAFFLE! RAFFLE! 
 

We need your help to sell our raffle tickets in Macaulay Road this weekend! 
We will be up there between 10am & 2pm. 

 
Parental supervision is necessary to ensure the safety of our children. 

All school children are required to wear their school uniform to attract attention and make us 
easily identifiable. 

Increase your chance of winning the ticket sellers prize. 
If you can spare an hour or more please contact  

Sylvia at the office,Wizz (0409947479),or Fleur (0448476705). 

Hope to see you there! 
 

RAFFLE TICKET ROSTER 
 

Starting Saturday 8th August we are selling tickets in Macauley Road.   
WE WOULD LOVE YOUR HELP PLEASE. 

We would like parents and students to offer their time for an hour – if more even better!!!  
Parental supervision is required at all times.  Students who volunteer their services will be 
eligible for the “ticket sellers prize draw” for every book sold on the day.  All students who 

help with selling are required to wear their school uniform. \ 

DATE TIME 
NAME & CONTACT 

NO. 

STUDENT NAME 
AND GRADE  
(if helping on day) 

Saturday 8th August 10am – 11am 1.  

  2.  

  3.  

  4.  

 11am – 12pm 1.  

  2.  

  3.  

  4.  

 12pm – 1pm 1.  

  2.  

  3.  

  4.  

 1pm – 2pm 1.  

  2.  

  3.  

  4.  

 
Other dates that we require your assistance are Sat 22

nd
 August, Sat 12

th
 September, Sat 10

th
 

October.  Rosters will appear closer to the dates, please read your newsletters. 



 

  Kensington Primary School 
  McCracken Street Kensington 3030 

  Telephone: 9376 6013 Fax 9376 4574 
 

 
Please not the correction below referring to the cost of  each ticket for the whole school 
performance.  
Whole School Performance 2009                  Tickets are now on sale.  
 

                             Date-    Wednesday August 19th 
                             Place-   Kensington community Centre 
                             Time-    Matinee  1:00pm to 2:30pm 
                             Evening   7:00pm to  8:30pm 
                             Cost -   Matinee  $10.00 per ticket  (limit 2 per family) 
                                         Evening - $10.00 per ticket (limit 2 per family) 

 
It is wonderful that the number of families and students attending Kensington Primary School has 
continued to grow over the years. By the time the next concert comes around we will be the proud 
recipients of a NEW HALL. In response to both these events we will have a new organisation, next 
time we revisit the whole school performance. (E.G  2 matinees and 2 evening performances in our 
own brand new hall.)  An increase in numbers means that the venue at Kensington Community 
Centre needs to accommodate more families. There are restrictions to the number of people who can 
be seated in this venue. A larger venue is not available in Kensington so we would have to go out 
further. Such travel arrangement could preclude many families from attending. For the last time we 
ask for you understanding and cooperation as we need to put certain arrangements in place.  
For safety reasons and to prevent overcrowding we can only sell a certain amount of tickets. 
Therefore the number of tickets sold to each family will be limited.  
 
All tickets for the performance will be pre-sold. We have to comply with overcrowding and safety 
regulations so no tickets will be sold at the door for either performance.  
Each family in the school can purchase 2 tickets for the matinee and 2 tickets for the evening 
performance. Children under five who sit on an adult’s lap and students of Kensington do not 
require a ticket. 
 
Any unsold tickets will be advertised for sale in the Thursday August 13th newsletter.  Tickets 
will be numbered but we will be unable to allocate specific seating.  

 
All students of the school are expected to attend both the matinee and evening performance. 
Inability to attend will have an impact on the class item.  It is therefore very important that you 
inform your child’s teacher if your child is unable to attend either or both performances.  
Please fill out the order form below. Place the money in the envelope provided and return it to your 
child’s grade by Thursday 13th of August. 
Once the tickets have been ordered and paid for they can be collected from the office beginning 
Monday 10 of August. If you are unable to collect your tickets from the office we will send them 
home with your child.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Whole School Performance 2009                  Ticket Order form 
 
Family Name________________________________________________________   
 
Your Child’s Name__________________________________  Grade___________ 
 
Matinee Performance                Number of tickets required 
                                                   Limit 2 per family 
Evening Performance                Number of tickets required  
                                                   Limit 2 per family 

 
    
    
    



HOCKEY NEWSHOCKEY NEWSHOCKEY NEWSHOCKEY NEWS    
 

The Dragons  
Vs 

The Silver Hawks 
Thursday 13th of August 

 10:15 a.m.  
The winner 

Vs 
The Red Devils 

Thursday 20th of August                    
10:15 a.m. 

                BE THERE OR BE SQUARE! 
 

                     By: Tarn & Stella & Ella 
    
    
    

                                                                                                


