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Upcoming Events 
 

 DATE TIME EVENT 

November Thu 23rd 9 – 11am Year 1H, 1X Cooking/Gardening 

 Fri 24th 9 - 11am  
 
3:00pm 

Interschool Sport – Ascot Vale West – Away 
game 
Lost property stall  

 Sun 26th  9:45am – 4:00pm MMT Concert 

 Mon 27th – 1st Dec  Book Fair 

 Tue 28th   1/2 Excursion – Botanical Gardens 

 Thu 30th 9 – 11am 12A, 12B Cooking/Gardening 

December Fri 1st 9am 
9 -11am 
3:45 – 5:45pm 
6 – 8pm 

Adult Gardening Session 
Interschool Sport – Ascot Vale Home Game 
Open Classrooms 
Whole School Picnic 

 Mon 4th – Fri 15th   
6 – 7pm 

Whole School Intensive Swimming Program 
School Council and dinner 

 Wed 6th  9 – 11am Year 6 Baking Fundraiser 

 Mon 18th 9am – 3pm Year 6 Big Day Out 

 Tue 19th 11:30am – 1pm Moving Up Day 
Reports sent home 

 Wed 20th 6 – 7pm Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 22nd 1:30pm Term 4 Ends 

January 2018 Tue 23rd 9:00am – 1:00pm 
4.00pm – 7.00pm 

Book Pack Collection 

 Mon 29th 8:30am – 11:30am 
11:30am – 4:00pm 

DCS Uniform Shop open at KPS 
Book Pack Collection 

 Tue 30th   Term 1 commences – all students excluding 
Foundation students. 

 Wed 31st  All Foundation students commence Term 1 

 

 
Did you know?  

We are currently having a heat wave.  Please remember to Slip on a shirt, Slop on the 30+ sunscreen, Slap on a hat, 

Seek shade or shelter, Slide on some sunnies. — "Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek, Slide.  Please remember to put sunscreen on 

your child prior to coming to school. 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

CELEBRATING LEARNING and END OF YEAR PICNIC – FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1st 

Next Friday December 1st, all classrooms will be open from 3:45pm – 5:45pm. This will be a wonderful opportunity for 
parents to visit their child’s class and chat with them about their learning achievements this year. There will be musical 
performances in the afternoon and evening where students will be show casing the learning opportunities they have 
had in the performing arts. 
 

The End of Year Picnic, Friday December 1st 6pm – 8pm, is an annual event on the Kensington Primary School 
calendar. This is a wonderful occasion for the KPS community to gather in a relaxed, informal environment to 
celebrate the end of 2017 by picnicking on the school oval. BYO Everything! Picnic rug, chairs, food and drinks.  A 
sausage sizzle, drinks and icy poles will be on sale throughout the evening.  
 

 

FOUNDATION TRANSITION 

We had two very successful Foundation Transition mornings during the past fortnight. With the support and 

encouragement of their Year 5 buddy, 88 new Foundation students participated enthusiastically in a range of activities 

both in the classroom and with our specialist teachers. Parents attended information sessions and were welcomed by 

our School Council president, Stewart Brook. A highlight of Tuesday’s information session was hearing the personal 

stories told by our two parent guest speakers, Angus Booker and Emma Grillo. The ‘Play in the Park’ event last Saturday 

was well attended by Foundation families. Special thanks to Danni Kelly, our Foundation Transition coordinator, for 

her wonderful organisation and management of the Foundation transition process. Thanks also to staff and parents 

for their assistance and contribution to the success of the Foundation mornings.  

 

Foundation Students transitioning with the help of their buddies. 

   
 
 

BOOK FAIR FUNDRAISER 

The 5 day Scholastic Book Fair starts this coming Monday and will finish on Friday December 1st.  A wide selection of 
books will be available for students and parents to peruse and purchase. EFTPOS facilities will be available. Parent 
helpers are still required so if you are available to assist at any of the listed opening times please leave your name at 
the office.  
Mornings: Tuesday - Friday 8:30 –9:30am.  
Afternoons: Monday- Thursday 3:00 –4:00pm and Friday 3:00 –5:00pm. 
Get involved and come along to make this fundraising event a success! 
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BIG CHILDCARE 

As we transition to BIG CHILDCARE, our out of school program provider in 

2018, parents are reminded that they need to complete a Big Childcare 

Enrolment Form before your child can be booked into the program.  

Enrolment Forms can be completed online. 

 

The Vacation Care program will operate for 3 weeks in January from 

Monday January 8th – Friday January 26th. Bookings are essential.  

 

INTENSIVE SWIMMING PROGRAM 

The children are all looking forward to the commencement of the swimming Program, which begins in just over a 

week’s time. Monday, December 4th. Students will wear their bathers to the pool under their school uniform, as this 

helps to reduce preparation time for the swimming lessons at the pool.  Students will need bathers, towel, comb or 

brush each day of the program. Please make sure that your child has a plastic bag to carry their belongings in and that 

all items are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  

The students will walk to the pool leaving school approximately 20 minutes before the scheduled lesson 

commencement time. A sunsmart hat must be worn to and from the pool. Where possible senior classes have been 

paired with younger classes and the children will buddy up to walk to and from the pool.  Below is a table outlining 

the times the classes will depart school and lesson commencement times.  

If parents are able to assist the class teacher with walking the students to and from the pool on one or more days, 

please let your child’s class teacher know so a roster can be developed. Parents are also most welcome to come along 

and observe the swimming lessons. Please be aware that teachers are on duty and need to focus on supervising 

students at all times. 

 

 
 

  

Group Grades Depart School Lesson Time Return to School 

Group 1    6M & FC 9:10 9:30  10:30 

Group 2    6R & FE 9:40 10:00 11:00 

Group 3  5F &  FL  10:10 10:30 11:30 

Group 4  5H & FF 10:40 11:00 12:00 

Scheduled break for pool staff 11:30   

Group 5   5T & 4J 11:40 12:00 1:00 

Group 6  4N & 12D 12:10 12:30 1:30 

Group 7 4E & 12H 12:40 1:00 2:00 

Group 8 3K & 12A 1:10 1:30 2:30 

Group 9 3J & 12B &12R  1:40 2:00 3:00 

Group 10 3F & 12L & 12X  2:10 2:30 3:30 
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Learning Snapshots 
 
Foundation 
 

Inquiry 
It’s all about me! Actually, it’s all about ourselves and our families! Foundation students have continued to explore 
their personal identity through their “Memory Boxes”. Students have shared their items with other classmates in 
small group “Buzz Circles” where they have the opportunity to discuss and form questions about their artefacts with 
their classmates. 
 
Reading 
I can read it, but do I understand it? Foundation students have been ‘text detectives’ looking for clues to help them 
respond to questions about their text. We have discovered that some answers are found in several parts of the text 
and that we need to go back a look more than one place! Sometimes the answer can be on more than one page, in 
both the pictures and the text! 
 
Writing 
Let me tell you about... Students have used the artefacts in their Memory Boxes as writing prompts. They have 
responded to literature and used the common patterns in the text to create their own recount of a special day they 
remember. We watched wonderful stories like “Diary of a Wombat” and “Diary of a Worm” as inspiration for our 
writing! 
 
Maths 
Measure this! Foundation students have been learning about measurement of length and weight. We have been 
identifying objects in the room that are longer and shorter and have chosen tools that can help us measure length. 
We have also been measuring weight by hefting! We can tell if an object it heavier or lighter with our own arms!  
 
 
Year 1-2A (Andrew, Hannah, Rhyl)  

 
Inquiry 
It is an exciting phase of our Inquiry because we have been investigating the growth and reproduction of plants in 
more detail in preparation for the upcoming visit to the Botanical Gardens. Our session of Gumboot Gardening was a 
highlight; we planted succulents in old shoes and pots. Also we have been planning ahead for the Expo which 
happens a few days later. We have been working on the features that a good garden should have.  
 

Maths 
Students have been using their directional language to create codes on an interactive online program. Students 
worked out a jelly bean problem to explore the concept of half when working with fractions. They have also been 
problem solving to find whole from only having the half to begin with. Students also made 3D objects such as cubes 
by using their knowledge to figure out how many faces they needed.  
 

Writing 
Students have been developing their persuasive language skills, so look out! They planned and wrote letters that had 
a strong point of view. We have also been revising the long vowel sounds. Students investigated what makes a good 
sentence by identifying nouns, verbs and interesting words. 
 
Reading 
Students have continued to develop their comprehension skills by answering questions after reading chapters from 
Sally Rippen’s text Polly and Buster. Students have also been identifying persuasive language in texts such as Karen 
Kaufman Orloff’s text I wanna iguana. 
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Year 1-2B (Jenny, Liz, Lucy, Jess)  
 

Maths 
Just how big is a crocodile? What about a tiger, or the world's largest spider? Can you imagine a tongue that is 60 cm 
long or an eye that is bigger than your head? 12B students used rulers and unifix to measure the actual size of 
animals and record it outside in chalk. Are you counting down the days until HOLIDAYS? Perhaps your kids may be 
able to help you plan out the days as they have explored how to read a calendar. 
 
Inquiry 
The wet area in the 1 /2 area has shoes and gumboots filled with succulents after their gumboot gardening 
workshop last week. You are most welcome to check them out on our OPEN day on 1st December and hear the tips 
from your expert gardener. Big thanks to Cynthia, grade 3 helpers and all the wonderful parent helpers who made it 
happen. Lately we have all been in the garden potting plants and cooking up a storm. Ask your child to find out what 
they cooked or planted.   
 
Reading 
We continue to read Polly and Buster and explore comprehension questions. You might hear your children singing 
the “Happy Little Vegemites” jingle - we have been reading and viewing persuasive texts and looking at the 
techniques authors use to persuade readers. We have also been practising our screen navigation skills on Google 
Classroom! 
 
Writing 
In writing look out for students persuading you as we have been exploring persuasive texts and persuasive words 
and reasons. We are exploring using Google Classroom to record different types of writing. Come along on our KPS 
open day (1st December) and your child will be able to explain how they have fixed punctuation on a Google 
Classroom assignment. 
 

 
 

Year 3 

 
All grades attended a Chemical Science incursion last week. The sessions ran for 90 minutes. We were able to 
complete several experiments. We worked in small groups and explored the different states of matter. Word of the 
day was viscosity...you can ask about that.  
 
Many thanks to Mount Alexander College for hosting each of our grades in their science lab. It was great to see that 
some of our previous KPS students ran the sessions (Kids Teaching Kids). Thanks to the many parents who 
accompanied us. We loved the chance to see a secondary college and complete four science experiments….oobleck 
is a strange fluid we had lots of fun making it. 
 
In reading we continued to find out more about solids, liquids and gases. Students worked on researching for their 
projects and are preparing to present them to their peers. 
 
We have had a big focus on cursive writing…. diagonal joins are the go. Students are encouraged to have a go home 
as well. Many students worked on drafting editing and publishing their inquiry work. 
 
In math we have continued to work on our multiplication facts - 2s, 3s, 5s and 10 and related division facts are are 
target. Tables to 10 x 10 is the Year 4 target. We have revised concepts including angles, grams, litres, place value, 
greater than, less than and equal (>, < and =) and vertical process work. Our focus has been on neat setting out and 
double checking our answers. 
 
This term Trading Math has been a hit. All Year 3 students have met each Friday and traded in the marketplace. The 
focus was on giving and receiving change, handling large amounts of money and keeping an accurate accounts book. 
Students received weekly wages, sales income, and they paid utility bills and the occasional fine. 
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Year 4 
 
Please note that the Learning Snapshot for Year 4 will be emailed to you by the end of the week. 
 

 
 
Year 5 

 
Year 5’s have been everywhere! Backpacking across Europe, jetting around North America and trekking through Asia 
(well at least metaphorically they have)! Yes it’s been all about the presentations of our countries these last few 
weeks. We’ve been dressed up in the traditional clothing, tasted the local food and learnt so many amazing things! 
Year 5 has developed a real passion for the world, just don’t send us the bill for the students new love of overseas 
holidays! 
 
With all the excitement going on in Inquiry we needed sometime to slow down and understand that you don’t 
always have to go to the other side of the planet to explore a new world, it’s as easy as opening a good book. In 
Reading students have been developing their own Book Clubs. Students choose their own books and gave 
preferences for their groups before settling into to read together and discuss the novels. There are some truly 
amazing conversations going on about character, author’s style and how the stories connect with the students lives. 
Special thanks to the book club experts in 4E for helping us make it such a success! 
 
We’ve been just as blown away by the figurative writing that students have been producing. There has been so many 
outstanding pieces based on Up north at the… prompt we gave to them that we just have to share it with you! That’s 
why students have been editing and producing published copies to display at the upcoming Open Night on Friday the 
1st of December. We hope to see you there! 
 
It’s been mathematical in maths the last few weeks with multiplication and division workshops! Students have been 
learning not only about the concepts of multiplication and division, but how they relate and an understanding of 
how one can help with strategies for solving the other. 
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Year 6  
 

Grade 6 - what a week! 

e-Assembly Postal vote- big announcement 

On Monday, the Grade 6s hosted KPS’s first E-
Assembly. Grade 6 students took their places as a news 
desk and broadcast key KPS announcements to the 
whole school via video conferencing software on their 
interactive whiteboards. The sound and video quality 
left a bit to be desired, but we are currently working on 
rectifying this in time for next Monday. We hope that 
this online assembly will complement our Friday 
Assembly. 

There has been no better time to be in Grade 6 with such big 
issues being discussed that relate to our Big Idea “Democracy 
(or lack of democracy) affects the way we live”, such as the 
postal vote debate. The students have been completely 
engaged in the debate and watched the result 
announcement live. This has spurred on many conversations 
and the use of the statistical analyses has been the basis of 
our work on data. 

GRADE 6 ARCHITECTS Meaning of a word 

Student have been applying their knowledge of fraction, 
scale and measurement through designing their own 
skyscrapers to particular specifications. Different 
fractions of the whole building needed to allocate for 
different uses: e.g. residential, retail and parking. They 
chose whether they would draft their plan on 1cm 
square graph paper, 0.25cm graph paper or plain paper. 
Sensible choice of scale determined how much paper 
was required. A number of students found that creating 
models first, allowed them to better experiment with 
different forms, which still met the design brief 
specifications. 

Discussing our unit of inquiry through the use of current 
media has involved a lot of rich language. Through this, we 
have widened our vocabulary, ensuring that we use 
newfound language in the correct context. 

Interschool sport GRADE 6s FIND THEIR VOICES 

We would like to congratulate the captains of this 
week’s interschool sports teams. Great welcoming 
speeches were presented to the students of Moonee 
Ponds West, along with 3 cheers for the MPWPS at the 
end of the game. Equipment was set up and packed up 
in an orderly fashion-, which is great role modelling for 
the younger students. 

Students are currently working towards completing their 
persuasive speeches on the tops: KPS Assembly Needs to 
Change”. Student are beginning to rehearse reading their 
speeches aloud, focusing on engaging their audience 
through gesture, pacing, tone and emphasis, in preparation 
for presenting their speeches to the class. On Monday, we 
viewed a live debate delivered by students aged 10-15 on 
the topic “The News is Not for Kids” and will soon be using 
what they noticed to begin preparing for their own debates. 
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Aquatic Education Program 
 
This year our Intensive 10 day Aquatic Education Program will run from Monday 4th December to Friday 15th 
December.  
  
Please send your child to school each day with appropriately named bathers, towel and goggles in a strong 
waterproof bag. The children will be walking to and from the pool. 
  
The Aquatic Education Program is an important component of the PE program and it is expected that all students will 
participate.  If you have any queries, please speak to your child's teacher or Nuccia. 

 

 
 
 

Open Classrooms & End of Year Family Picnic 
 
Dear Parents Friends and Community members, 

During the open afternoon on December 1st you are invited to tour the school and visit classroom between 3.45 and 

5.45: this includes the specialist programs.  

 Performances around the school can be enjoyed from the preforming arts program. 

 Visual displays on interactive white boards from the Physical Education and Indonesian programs.  

 Please note:  although we have two art teaching spaces, only the HOF art room will be open. The grade 1-2 
artwork, along with the grade 3-6 classes can be viewed in HOF art room that day. (Parents of foundation 
students are welcome to visit; however, their children’s work is on display in the foundation classrooms.) 

 

Special event  

Come with your child to the HOF art room during the open afternoon 3.45- 5.45pm and experience art making for 

yourself. Paint a rock to take home. Families’ welcome. (Children must be accompanied by an adult) NOTE this 

activity will close at 6.00pm. 
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Performances at the End of Year Picnic  

Dear Families, 

There will be a number of musical performances at the end of year picnic on Friday 1st December. These will take 

place in the school hall. Please read on to find out if/when your child will take to the stage. All those involved are 

requested to arrive in the school hall 15 minutes prior to their performance time.  

6pm: FL, FF and the Grade 6s will perform an encore of their assembly item ‘ABCya Later.’ 

6:15pm: All grade 1-2 students will perform a massed number.  

6:30pm: The Junior Choir will sing two songs. 

6:45pm: The 3-4 Choir will sing two songs.  

7:00pm: The Early Birds Choir will perform two original pieces, written by the students themselves.  

Thank you in advance for attending and supporting some of the many talented performers at our school! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going google!! 
The term began with discussions and work related to on-line safety for the F-2 students, before being challenged by 
Google Classroom and the other applications. The students accessed the commenting feature, which has allowed them 
to share their thinking and learning with their peers and teachers. Teachers too have “jumped on board” giving instant 
feedback to their students, which has been greatly received! Term 4 has seen teachers and students learn and work 
together. 
Work with fractions, annotated diagrams and punctuation are only some examples of how teachers and students have 
continued to work with the on-line platform. 
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2018 School Fees 
 
Book Pack Collection and Payment of School Fees 
 
Families are asked to collect their child’s book pack and pay their school fees in the library on one of the bookselling 
days below. Please send your child’s book pack to school with your child on the first day of school Tuesday January 
30th 2018 for Year 1 to Year 6 students.  The Foundation students bring their book packs on Wednesday January 31st. 
 
Payment letters will be sent home to parents on Tuesday 19th December 2017. 
 

Bookselling / Collection  Days 2018 

   

 Tuesday 23rd January 2018  9:00am – 1:00pm and 4.00pm – 7:00pm  

OR,  Monday 29th January 2018.  11:30am - 4:00pm 

 
Lost Property Stall 
 
We are having a lost property stall this Friday 24th November.  These items are not school uniform and the 
majority are not named. The stall will run just prior to assembly at 2.45pm until 3.45pm.  Please make sure you 
come and see if any of your child’s property is there.  Any items which are not claimed on Friday will be 
redistributed. 
 
News from the 5/6’s  

 
S.E.P.E.P Report: 
 
S.E.P.E.P has begun and the Grade 5s and 6s are getting excited.  All different jobs are being done. Captains are 
getting teams ready, scorers are making the ladders, publicists are writing articles, collectors are getting 
equipment  for their teams and the first aid people are getting ready for their first possible injuries. The teams are 
getting busy practicing and trying out positions.  Our first game is coming up and the teams are all putting in effort to 
have a great game. 
 
Article by: Tia 
 

 
6R S.E.P.E.P Report: 
 
S.E.P.E.P for 6R has finally started for 2017, and this means our teams are getting ready and fired up for the 
tournament. Coaches are getting players ready for the competition, publicists are busy typing away and 
photographers are snapping photos left, right and centre. All 6R students participating are extremely excited and 
eager to play. That’s why I will be tracking down all the information for you weekly.  
 
Let the tournament BEGIN!!!! 
 

6R’s  
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News from Plantmania  

 

 

TERM 4 WATERING 

Do you have 30 mins a week to offer a hand to keep our Plantmania garden watered and lush as the weather 

starts to warm up? 

We are looking for parents who can spare some time either in the morning or evening to water a section of our 

productive garden.  The idea is to set up a roster so if you would like to help out please email me your contact details 

and the day/time that you would be free to help.  

This roster will be for the remainder of Term 4.  We will also then look at a separate roster for the holiday period, so 

keep that in mind. 

Please email sharynolive@gmail.com if you are able to assist. 

 

SUMMER HOLIDAY WATERING 

The holidays will soon be here and we are setting up a roster to ensure our veggies thrive over the break.  If you will 

be around at any stage and could give a little time for watering please email me with your availability and contact 

details before the end of November.  If you are not sure about dates at this stage, that’s fine, but please still let me 

know you’re willing. 

The children have done a wonderful job with their teachers in the garden this year and it is all looking fabulous.  The 

Greenies led by Liz have also been busy planting, watering and doing any garden job that needs doing.  It would be 

lovely to come back to a lush garden and bountiful harvest at the start of next year.  If you think you can help, please 

put your hand up. Thanks in anticipation.  sharynolive@gmail.com 

 

OPPORTUNITY TO CARE FOR KPS CHICKENS 

DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

We would like to offer the opportunity for interested families to volunteer to care for the chickens again this year 

during the summer holidays.  Ideally each family might care for the chickens for a week, however this is flexible 

depending on demand.  The children have all been incredibly enthusiastic during the Wednesday cooking and 

gardening sessions and I’m sure our volunteer families will get just as much pleasure.   

 

 

mailto:sharynolive@gmail.com
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The chickens would remain in their current housing at school but you would be required to: 

Check on them and collect (and keep) the eggs, 

Change their water (and scrub their water container) twice a week) and top up their food and 

Feed them your kitchen scraps. 

 

This can be done any time of the day that suits.  They would need attending to every second day, but every day is 

fine if you want to spoil them.  

You will be well supported with an instruction lesson before the end of term.   We will also ensure there is a 

Grubbies member available as a contact if you have any questions or concerns during your time caring for the 

chickens. 

If you think you might be interested or know you are interested then send me an email/text with your contact 

details at sharynolive@gmail.com  mob: 0417 237 497 

If you only have certain times you are available in the holidays then please feel free to let me know these dates. 

Thanks, Sharyn Olive 

  

mailto:sharynolive@hotmail.com
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No  
responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.   

 

NEW KENSINGTON JUNIOR NETBALL CLUB: 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR KPS GIRLS in 2018! 

 

The KPS netball programme has recently become the Kensington Junior Netball Club (KJNC).  From one KPS 

netball team in 2014, we have rapidly grown and will field 7-8 teams in 2018, including girls from Holy Rosary.  

We welcome inquiries from interested new players: no experience is necessary, just an interest in team sport 

and a willingness to commit to both training and competition games every week during the school term.  Girls 

from grade 2 and above may play in the competition and we currently have teams in the following age groups: 

SET 8-10, U 11 and U13s.  We are particularly keen to hear from girls in grade 4 in 2017 (Grade 5, 2018). 

The KJNC is a volunteer parent-run initiative that aims to develop confidence and teamwork skills in the girls.   

The club is highly dependent on parental involvement; hence if demand exceeds the limited spots available, we 

will give preference to players whose parents are willing to help out eg managing a team, coaching assistant.   We 

are particularly keen to hear from potential coaches and have funding to support suitable candidates to 

undertake training and accreditation with Netball Victoria.  No previous coaching experience is required: just 

patience, organisation and management skills and a sense of humour. 

Details 

Training:  SET 8-10 and U 11: 3.30-4.45pm at KPS or Holy Rosary on Fridays  

U13s: 5pm-6.30pm on Wednesdays at Kensington Recreation Centre 

 

Games: Are at the same time and venue every Saturday morning (State Netball and Hockey Centre- just 3 kms from 

Kensington) during term time.    There are no away games so you never need to travel beyond Parkville.  Games run 

for 45 minutes.  We will be allocated time slots in February, and you will then be allocated a regular game time every 

week for the season.  There are two seasons in netball: Autumn (terms 1 and 2, 2018) and Spring (terms 3 and 4, 2018). 

Interested in joining? 

If your daughter is interested to join one of our teams, please get in touch with Michelle Foster (0424 262 309; 

michelle.therese.foster@gmail.com).  Our key gap at the moment is in the U11 age group (grade 5, 2018), however 

we are likely to have limited spots in other age groups, and will form a new development squad for grade 2 girls in 

2018.   We maintain a waiting list for those who cannot be accommodated when they first inquire.   

 

mailto:michelle.therese.foster@gmail.com
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