
Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

16th November 2018 
McCracken Street Kensington Vic 3031 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
 

November Sun 18th  MMT Music Concerts 

 Mon 19th 9:00am -12:00pm 
6:00 – 8:00pm 

FJ Excursion - 100 Storey Building 
School Council Meeting 

 Tue 20th 9:15 – 11:00am 2019 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 21st 9:00 – 11:00am Year 6 Baking 

 Fri 23rd  
11:30am – 3:30pm 

Year 1 Excursion – Scienceworks 
Year 5 SEA Incursion 

 Sat 24th  Election Day BBQ 

 Mon 26th  Book Fair – ALL WEEK 

 Wed 28th 9:00 – 11:00am Year 6 Baking 

 Fri 30th 3:00pm School Assembly 

December Tue 4th 7:45 – 8:30am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance Sub Committee Meeting 
Policy Sub Committee Meeting 

 Wed 5th 3:45 – 4:45pm Fundraising Sub Committee Meeting 

 Thu 6th 9:00am – 1:00pm Year 6 Water Safety Program 

 Fri 7th 9:00am – 2:30pm Year 6 Water Safety Program 

 Mon 10th – Fri 14th   
6:00 – 8:00pm 

School Swimming Program – Years 1 – 5 
School Council Meeting 

 Tue 11th  Year 6 Orientation 

 Wed 12th 5:30 – 7:30pm Whole School Picnic 

 Fri 14th 3:00pm School Assembly 

 Tue 18th  Moving Up Day 
Year 6 Big Day Out  

 Wed 19th 5:30 – 7:30pm Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 21st  1:30pm End of Term 4 

 

  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

She spoke articulately and with enthusiasm, but the words were hard to find. ‘I just love this school, it’s the feeling I 

get every morning when I walk through the gates.’ ‘It’s hard to explain the feeling, I just love KPS.’ Our students 

shared their perspective of what it meant to be a member of the KPS learning community with principals, teachers 

and our school reviewer, they spoke with pride, they spoke truthfully reflecting on their experiences about what 

they would keep and what they would change. The students spoke about the learning in the classrooms, the 

teaching and expectations of their teachers as well as the elements that create the culture at KPS. We have 

commenced the process of our school review, reflected on the targets set in the Strategic Plan as well as crafting our 

future direction for the next 4 years. Parents, students and teachers have been invited to participate in providing 

feedback to the leadership team, external principals, representatives from the South-Western Region, Johnathon Orr 

our school council president as well as our school reviewer. Parents have participated in 2 sessions facilitated by 

Leonie Dodd to provide feedback, a google survey was sent to all families to enable all voices to be heard. Student 

data has been examined, as has teacher input. I look forward to presenting the findings once the process is 

complete.  

There were many new faces at KPS on Tuesday as we welcomed our foundation students and families for 2019. The 

overwhelming positive feedback from the parents was focussed on the care and support provided by the ‘buddies’. 

The responsibility undertaken by our current year 5 and 4 students is to be congratulated, everyone was greeted 

warmly, care was taken and bonds of friendship were created.  

Taking action is something that requires organisation, determination and persistence. Our year 6 students are 

currently undertaking an inquiry into economics and business. Each team worked rigorously to design a product or 

service that they believe has a market. The inquiry is focused on the question, “Does my want feed your need?’ I 

look forward to being a member of the Shark Tank panel to listen to pitches as well as giving feedback. An 

acknowledgement to our year 6 students who so proactively raised funds for their ‘Big Day Out. The students 

displayed excellent organisational skills, team work and a determination.  

I hope everyone enjoys their weekend.   Bridget  

 

Learning Snapshots 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 
 
In Reading, our focus has continued to be on comprehension strategies. This week we have looked at inferring. 
Foundation students looked at the pictures in the mentor text for clues, and then made an inference about what 
they think the author was saying. We have also looked at visualising, asking questions, retell and readers’ theatre. 
 
In Writing, students finished working on their memory boxes. The last item was written about a special memory 
from their life. Students have begun learning about narrative writing. The focus has been on brainstorming different 
characters and settings, particularly in stories they have read before. 
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In Maths, Foundation students were exploring mass. We used objects from the classroom to compare what was 
heavier or lighter. The book ‘Who Sank the Boat’ was read and we discussed how each animal added weight to the 
boat they were in – which then sank it. Students investigated what would sink their own ‘boat’ using a bowl over 
water. They put objects of their choice inside the boat to make it heavier, and kept going until the boat sank. 
 
For Inquiry, students looked at what makes a family. Students listened to the story ‘Family Forest’ to see what a 
family might look like. Students asked questions to each other, to see how their family was different and how they 
were the same. 
 
 
Year 1 Learning Snapshot 
 
Reading 
In Reading students have been exposed to simple examples of poetry. The learning focus has been on the basic 
characteristics of poetry such as rhythm and lines that are of a particular length to make a pattern. Students have 
practised pausing at the end of the line, thinking about rhyming patterns, clapping to the beat and thinking about 
the meaning. They have read alliteration poems, with a repeating first letter, and acrostic poems. Sensory poems 
stated what the reader can feel, taste, see and smell. Non-fiction texts have supported the students’ understanding 
of the Inquiry, for example, information about the weather, seasons or lightning.  
 
 
Writing 
The Year 1 students have been introduced to a new style of writing. They have been writing a range of different 
poems. These include acrostic and sensory poems. These poems have been introduced to students during reading 
and handwriting, so that they were familiar with the different styles. Students wrote sensory poems about their 
favourite foods and acrostic poems about their favourite animals. They also read alliterations and practised their 
handwriting when reading an alliteration poem as a class. Students have continued to practise their spelling and 
have used a range of strategies to master their 5 spelling words for the week.  
 
 
Inquiry 
Students explored wind and its importance in bringing changes in weather. They made pinwheels and observed the 
direction the wind was blowing. Students observed the sky and how it changed over the day and noted how the 
wind moved the clouds.  
In the lead up to our Scienceworks excursion, students have begun to look further at the moon. They discussed it’s 
position in relation to the Earth. They role played ‘The Cosmic Dance’ and looked at how the moon orbits around the 
Earth and how the Earth orbits around the sun. 
 
 
Maths 
Students worked hard to develop their problem solving skills when looking at addition problems. They used a range 
of strategies to demonstrate their knowledge and to show their working out. Students read and interpreted worded 
problems, where they had to identify the numbers within the problem and important vocabulary such as ‘how many 
altogether.’ They were encouraged to explain their thinking and checked to see if their answers are correct. Students 
explored fractions groups or collections. They investigate a fraction being a whole that is broken up into equal parts 
and demonstrated their understanding of this by using hands on materials and sharing these equally. 
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot 
 
In Literacy, our focus has been on persuasive texts. We have read mentor texts like Can I Keep Him?, I Wanna 
Iguana!, and Earrings. Students have studied the structure and features of persuasive texts (author’s opinion, 
reasons and evidence to support the reason), and the techniques that authors use to persuade their audience 
(emotive language, exaggeration, questioning the reader, etc). Students have used these mentor texts and their 
features to help us write their own persuasive pieces about something they want, such as a puppy, an XBox or more 
recess time at school. Parents, you may find your children using these persuasive techniques at home too! 
 
In Numeracy, our focus in the number strand has been division. We have solved problems and made sure we 
recorded our thinking in a variety of ways - Show, Explain and Check. We divided collections and some shapes, and 
made connections to fractions, mainly focusing on halves, quarters and eighths. We began an investigation into 
chance, identifying probable outcomes and the language that is associated  with this topic.  
 
In Big Question Time, students have continued to manage the resource that makes the world go round: money! Our 
classroom economies have seen students paid a wage for their classroom jobs and bonuses for demonstrating self-
management skills. Unfortunately it’s getting warmer and air conditioning uses a lot of another important resource: 
electricity, so classroom rent is rising. In Show and Tell presentations students have shared personal upcycling 
projects like: a puppet theatre, a fruit bowl made from a gas cylinder, a billy cart made from an old milk crate, and a 
gardening kit made from recycled containers.  

 
 
Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
 
Congratulations to our Grade 5 buddies who did a fantastic job supporting their little buddies on the first transition 
morning. They were responsible, welcoming and excellent role models for these younger students. 
 
In Maths, students have continued to extend their understanding of decimal numbers in the context of perimeter. 
Working with a limit of just 2km of fencing, students designed suitable enclosures for different animals. They 
considered the needs of each animal when deciding the perimeter of each space and recorded their measurements 
as decimal values. They then used a range of strategies to calculate the total amount of fencing used in their zoo. 
Some students also began to work with grams and kilograms when they calculated the weight of food required for 
each animal. Alongside this, students have demonstrated their understanding of place value in decimal numbers by 
completing puzzles and matching tasks. 
 
In Reading, Grade 5 students have practised their summarising skills when reading an information text about the 
evolution of horses. They picked out key ideas and organised this information into a timeline that modelled the 
physical adaptations of horses over millions of years. This text was in keeping with our Inquiry into ‘Living things can 
adapt to survive’ and linked nicely with a Melbourne Cup theme. This week, students have begun looking at 
Indigenous poetry and have explored how structure, rhythm and language can impact a listener’s visualisation.  
 
In Writing, students have worked collaboratively with a small group to write a narrative text from a chosen seed. 
Within their teams, they planned the elements of their narrative together and then each took responsibility for 
writing either the beginning, middle or end. This required a lot of communication, focus and effort and the stories 
are looking very creative so far. Students have also looked closely at the lyrics from their Whole School Performance 
songs and have started to consider how figurative language is used to convey a particular message to listeners.  
 
Students continue to explore structural and behavioural adaptations as part of our Inquiry into living things and their 
survival. They have also taken part in the first of a series of workshops where they are learning age-appropriate 
information about puberty, personal safety, anatomy and reproduction 
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Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
On Friday the 14th of December at 9am you are invited to come and experience the Year 6 Expo. This will showcase 
the products and services that students have created to figure out, “Does my want feed your need?”. We encourage 
all families to attend to see the culmination of 7 years of Primary School learning unfold before your very eyes.  

Students will be trying to persuade you that their produce/service is the best and you will be asked to vote on the 
team who feed your need the best.  

These past weeks have been building up the skills of persuasion through analysing unsuccessful and successful sales 
pitches. The students have identified common elements of a successful pitch and are now putting these tactics into 
practise as they design their own pitch for a “Shark Tank”.  

They have also been exploring multiplication/division, addition and subtraction of decimal numbers. These skills will 
be needed as each team develop a business plan, including a budget that will inform how much money they wish to 
loan from the Sharks.  

We are seeking volunteers to be on our Shark Tank - anyone who runs their own business or knows enough to 
‘invest’ in student businesses and is available on Wednesday, 5th of December between 11.30-1.30pm, please 
contact Hayley Merat via kensingtonps@education.vic.gov.au.  

The winners of our Shark Tank will have their product designs published in the newsletter and will get to present at 
the final assembly. 

 

Linda’s Goodbye 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

As you know, this is my last year as a teacher here at Kensington Primary School. 

We have worked together on so many platforms….. remember these???? Art soirées, promotions committee, fetes, 

many outdoor art installations, harmony picnics, master planning committee, musical performances and 

competitions, school council, special art project along the HOF veranda, canteen committee, school sports 

competitions, fundraising events such as trivia nights, grubbies solstice nights, working bees, five whole school art 

exhibitions/arts week events etc…..  

Not forgetting of course, the uplifting and supportive experience of 

parents, grandparents and community members working alongside 

me in the art room each week, pitching in with the constant clean-up 

and organization of materials and being a very important  listening 

ear for the children during their art classes, giving them guidance and 

practical help, along with bucket loads of admiration, joy and 

encouragement. 

 This years’ whole school picnic on the 12th of December  will be my 

last community event. (I am not having a “last assembly”) I wanted 

to let you know that I will be at the picnic and hope to use this occasion to catch up and say goodbye in person.  

I would like to express my tremendous gratitude for the friendship and support that I have been truly fortunate to 

receive from the KPS wider community. You’re the best!  

Warm regards Linda. 

mailto:kensingtonps@education.vic.gov.au
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Assemblies 

Please note that for Term 4 our assemblies will be held every second Friday.  

Dates for the rest of the year; 

Friday 30th November 
Friday 14th December 
Friday 21st December (final assembly for 2018) 
 

Student Medical Conditions 

If your child’s medical condition (information you have provided to the school) changes; i.e.  

- your child no longer suffers from a specific condition or ailment 

- requires a different dosage of medication or change of medication 

- does not require further medication 

- does not require further monitoring 

You are required to confirm ANY CHANGE with a letter from your doctor. It is imperative that the school has the 

most up to date record of your child’s medical requirements. We appreciate your assistance with this important 

matter.  

 

Fundraising News 

 

 

Request for Volunteers 

KPS Election Day Sausage Sizzle - Saturday, November 24 

The Fundraising Committee is seeking volunteers to help with the Election Day Sausage Sizzle as well the 

raffle and second hand book and cake stalls. 

If you are available for an hour or two (or longer!) to assist on Saturday November 24, between 7.30am – 

approx. 2pm, please leave your details with the school office and a member of the Fundraising Team will be 

in touch. 

Many thanks in advance for your support!  - KPS Fundraising Team 
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The Scholastic Book Fair is back! 

 

In term 4, instead of Book Club, families can buy books directly at the Book Fair in the library.  

 

How:  Each class visits the fair with their teacher to view the books and make a wishlist. 

 Parents visit the fair with their children before or after school to buy books with cash, 

credit card or EFTPOS. Parents can also prepay online.  

Students may not purchase books on their own and must be accompanied by an 

adult at all times. 

 

Where:  The Library 

 

When:  Monday 26 November:  3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Tuesday 27 to Friday 30 November: 8.30am – 9.30am & 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

 

Why:  As a school fundraising initiative. 

 

Volunteers:  If you can spare an hour to help sell books please give your name and contact 

details to the school office.  
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Community News 

The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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