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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

October Fri 19th  Year 6 – MAC AP to visit 2019 Year 7 students. 

 Wed 24th 9:00 – 11:00am 2E Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 25th 9:00 – 11:00am 34M Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 26th  Year 3 Cricket Gala 

 Wed 31st  
9:00 – 11:00am 

Morning Tea Fundraiser 
5M Cooking & Gardening 

November Thu 1st 9:00 – 11:00am 34J Cooking & Gardening 

 Mon 5th  Curriculum Day – Student Free Day 

 Tue 6th  Melbourne Cup Day – Public Holiday 

 Wed 7th 9:00 – 11:00am 5D Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 8th 9:00 – 11:00am 34R Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 9th 11:30am – 3:30pm Year 5 SEA Incursion 

 Mon 12th 9:00am – 12:00pm FR Excursion - 100 Storey Building 

 Tue 13th 9:15 – 11:00am 2019 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 14th 9:00 – 11:00am 5C Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 15th 9:00am – 12:00pm FF Excursion -  100 Storey Building 

 Fri 16th 8:30 – 9:30am 
9:00am – 12:00pm 
11:30am – 3:30pm 

FL Excursion -  100 Storey Building 
Year 5 SEA Incursion 

 Sun 18th  MMT Music Concerts 

 Mon 19th 9:00am -12:00pm FJ Excursion - 100 Storey Building 

 Tue 20th 9:15 – 11:00am 2019 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 21st 9:00 – 11:00am Year 6 Baking 

 Fri 23rd  
11:30am – 3:30pm 

Year 1 Excursion – Scienceworks 
Year 5 SEA Incursion 

 Sat 24th  Election Day BBQ 

 Mon 26th  Book Fair – ALL WEEK 

 Wed 28th 9:00 – 11:00am Year 6 Baking 

December Tue 11th  Year 6 Orientation 

 Wed 12th 5:30 – 7:30pm Whole School Picnic 

 Tue 18th  Moving Up Day 
Year 6 Big Day Out  

 Wed 19th 5:30 – 7:30pm Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 20th 1:30pm End of Term 4 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome back to term 4, we look forward to a term of learning in which students are engaged and continue to make 

growth in all areas of their learning. Teachers over the last two weeks have examined our school data as well as 

NAPLAN data to further investigate strengths as well as areas for improvement. Cassandra Lowry from AMSI 

(Australian Mathematic and Sciences Institute) worked with our staff to celebrate student achievements in 

numeracy and led discussions to further investigate opportunities to promote a positive mindset, as well as to 

provide scope for our students at KPS to be involved in the wider mathematical community.  The results achieved by 

teachers and students were celebrated!  

Year 3 Numeracy 

• Scored higher than State in 32/36 questions 
• Remaining 4 questions within 3 points 
• Mean score slightly less than last year 452 

(460) 
 

Year 5 Numeracy 

• Scored higher than State in 39/42 questions 
• Remaining 3 questions scored same as the 

State 
• Mean score higher than previous 10 years 

544 (515 in 2017; 505 in 2008) 

 

Teachers have also worked with a regional data coach to explore the 2018 NAPLAN data, looking at 4 year trends, 

growth between years 3 – 5, as well as individual student achievement. This year’s NAPLAN data shows that 98.7% of 

our year 5 students are working at or above the expected level in reading. 88% of the year 3 students are working in 

the top 2 bands. Our year 5 NAPLAN reading data shows that 98.30% of  students are working at or above the 

expected level, with 68.30% students working in the top 2 bands. In mathematics the NAPLAN data shows that 100% 

of our year 3 students are working at or above the expected standard with 67.1 students working in the top 2 bands. 

Our year 5 student data shows that 90% of our students are working at or above the expected standard, with 63.3% 

of students working in the top 2 bands. Teachers will continue to examine both external and internal data to plan for 

teaching and learning.  

Building works have continued over the holiday break with the library being re-carpeted, unfortunately we 

discovered a termite infestation which also needed to be dealt with. The internal hall roof has been repaired with 

the insulation sheets being secured.  

We have also under-gone repairs caused by water damage due to an external leak in the hall which unfortunately 

resulted in whole school assemblies being cancelled. Our gutters in the main building have been cleared, or as it 

could be termed our roof top garden has been removed. We are very grateful 

for the generous donations made by the KPS community who donate to the 

building fund. As I have previously mentioned KPS is an old lady who needs to 

be looked after and as a result of the generous contributions from families 

through the building fund we are able to continue to maintain and improve the 

physical environment of the school. The area outside 

3/4 V has also undergone works with the 

disconnected sink being removed, pin boards 

installed and carpet tiles being laid. I would like to 

acknowledge the group of year 3/ 4 students who 

have met with me regularly to calculate the area of 

the space, design the pattern of carpet tiles to use the 

discontinued tiles as well as those from the year 6 

area to cut costs. The students have also worked with 



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

me to plan for the purchase of furniture to be used in this space to encourage collaborative learning as well as being 

a welcoming working area. I would like to congratulate the students on their responsibility and the advice provided. 

We will provide a photo once this area is complete.  

Bridget  

 

 
Learning Snapshots 

 
Foundation Learning Snapshot 
 

The Foundation students have delved into the reading comprehension strategy of visualising. This has seen students 
record drawings of their mental images, which have been very detailed. 
 
Writing and the unit of inquiry has been strongly linked this week as the students begin using their “Writing Seeds”, 
which are a collection of personal objects. This week’s focus has been “When I was little….” in which students  
identified and recorded changes identified between being a baby and being 5-6 years old. 
 
I had 10 insects in a jar, 4 flew away. How many are left? 
The Foundation students began worded problems for subtraction in Maths. Using unifix counters and number lines 
has assisted the students with completing these problems. The students have also investigated varying strategies to 
assist with subtraction, with the main focus this week being the “Count back strategy”. 
 
 
Year 1 Learning Snapshot 
 
The Year One students have begun to investigate the Big Idea for Inquiry this term: Observable changes occur in the 
sky and landscape; daily and seasonal changes affect everyday life. Students have tuned into what they already know 
about weather and the seasons and observable changes in the sky. They also began an investigation into clouds: 
what types there are, and how they are formed. 
 
In Reading Year One students have been focusing on retelling important facts and events in the text. For example, if 
retelling a story they need to remember to retell the beginning, middle and end, and include key characters, the 
problem and the solution. The narratives are being drawn from indigenous Dreamtime stories to give students a 
perspective from another culture: children explore the meaning behind the story and connect with their own lives. 
 
In Writing, the focus has been on narrative writing. Students are learning to make sure they have an introduction, a 
clear sequence of events and a problem that is resolved. They are learning to edit their work for meaning, 
punctuation and spelling. They have begun to include describing words to make the writing more interesting for the 
reader. Spelling investigations are continuing weekly as children learn more key long vowel sounds and other 
patterns to their point of need.  
 
In Mathematics, the focus has been on number patterns, recognising them and continuing them. They begin with 
colour or shape patterns. Then the focus is on growing skip counting patterns such as 2, 4, 6, 8 or shrinking patterns 
such as 50, 40, 30. When students show mastery of continuing these patterns they learn to fill in missing numbers 
from patterns and state the rule of the pattern. Year One students have also studied calendars: how they are laid 
out, and how time is organised in a calendar. Students have also begun to study simple fractions, for example, 
dividing a shape in half and ensuring that the halves are equal.  
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot 
 
Welcome back to term 4! This term is shaping up to be an exciting one.  
 
The biggest news on the Year 2 block is the classroom economies. Students in the Year 2 classes now have classroom 
jobs, for which they are paid a wage. (Unemployed students are also paid a basic living wage!) From this wage, 
students must pay rent, and minor fines for minor offences; e.g. speeding (i.e. running in the room). They can also 
receive bonuses for extra good efforts of work. The classroom economies are a provocation to get students thinking 
about how resources are used, used up and paid for, in line with our Big Question: “How can people be responsible 
with resources?” 
 
In Reading, our focus is on poetry. We have been continuing to refine our literature circles and the conversations 
that we can generate from conversation starters. We have looked at author’s craft by studying authors such as Roald 
Dahl, Michael Rosen and Dr. Seuss.  
 
In Writing, we have been exploring poetry techniques that different poets use, such as rhyming, repetition, rhythm, 
onomatopoeia, visualisation, humour, similes and metaphors. We have applied these to our own writing. We have 
learned about rhyming schemes, such as ABAB, and what patterns we can find in poetry.  
 
In Maths, we have been learning about division and practical situations where we share: e.g., cutting up fruit to 
share with the class, and sorting out packs of cards. We have also done an intensive revision of time and shape, in 
particular looking at flips, turns and slides. Come and look at our artwork that uses these techniques! 
 

Year 3/4 Learning Snapshot 
 
Welcome back and a big thank you for your efforts last term - we finished on such a high with the Whole School 
Performance. Thank you to parents and carers for your ongoing support. 
 
In 3-4 Inquiry we have been learning about Earth Science, our Big Idea is 
“How do human activities and natural changes affect the earth? We 
have done a flat-chat using pictures related to the topic and explored the 
key questions. We have made diagrams, videos and models about our 
prior knowledge. We cannot wait to see what is next! 
 
Written by Matilda and Alice 
 

In Reading, we are looking at searching for and using information and 
features of an online text and how this compares to traditional 
books/texts. We discussed how synthesising is used when we are searching for information. Synthesising is creating 
something new by bringing together many different pieces of information. We have reminded students that their 
home reading needs to be recorded in diaries and diaries are to come to school each day. 
 
Linking in with our reading, we are researching and writing information reports. We’ve revised the purpose and 
features of an information report and we have written personal choice information reports. We’ve looked at 
homophones and have long lists of words that sound the same but are spelled differently. There are four 
homophones in the zero to nine... 
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In 3-4 maths, we have been focussing on angles and fractions. In angles, we have been 
doing things like right angle, acute angle and obtuse angle. In one activity, we have to 
design our own item and label all the angles in the design. Some did cakes, cafes, robots 
and machines. In fractions, we went around the school finding fractions. We also went 
around the class sorting fractions into their place. Overall, in maths, everyone is trying 
hard and having fun at the same time. 
 
Written by Rim and Jackson 
 

 

Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
 
Welcome back to Term 4! 
 
In reading, we investigated how formal and informal language can be used. We developed personal definitions for 
formal and informal language, as well as investigated the places, people and purposes for using formal and informal 
language. We read letters and noticed how the use of contractions can signify a more informal tone when 
communicating. We investigated how letters can be written for a range of purposes. For example: a letter written to 
correspond with family compared with a letter to the editor. Our readers developed their comprehension skills when 
reading Dear Mr Henshaw by inferring and summarising, with a focus on recording their thinking using evidence.  
 
In writing, we began by assessing our students’ skills and understandings when composing letters to familiar people. 
We wrote a letter to a friend to tell them about our holidays. We used rubrics to assess our skills and to set personal 
goals in order to develop our skills planning, drafting and composing letters. We developed skills writing letters of 
application for our upcoming transition program for our new Foundation students for 2019. Students wrote 
outstanding persuasive letters using well structured ideas, using the structure of claim, reason and evidence to 
structure their paragraphs. We are beginning investigations into simple, compound and complex sentences and we 
are learning how to use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions 
correctly in our writing.  
 
 
In mathematics, we have assessed our students understanding of decimal 
numbers. We have investigated how to model decimal numbers up to 
thousandths using Decimats, (see our photo). We have investigated how to 
apply addition and subtraction of decimal numbers through frog races, 
where we recorded measurements using decimal numbers. We practiced 
ordering the size of jumps, adding the total from a sequence of 13 jumps 
and using subtraction to find the difference between jumps. Alongside 
modelling and representing decimal numbers, we focused on modelling 
decimal numbers on number lines. Some of our students have been 
comparing our number system (base ten system) with Binary code, which 
uses a base two system. They have been counting and modelling in Binary 
code.  
 

We have begun our inquiry with our Big Idea: “Living things can adapt to survive”. Students selected either a camel, 
polar bear, tardigrade, peacock or bilby to describe any features that enable it to survive in its environment. We 
have explored vocabulary connected to biology and adaption and sorted the vocabulary into words we know and 
words we need to learn about. If we have any biology enthusiasts in our parent community, please make yourself 
known to your child’s teacher.  
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Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
The Year Six students have begun to investigate the Big Idea for Inquiry for this term: ‘Business and Economics; Does 
my want feed your need?’  The students have tuned in by viewing ‘Tom’s Shoes’ and ‘Adidas’, two campaigns that 
demonstrate humanitarian and environmental awareness. The students will be using the knowledge they gain 
throughout the term to help them develop a Business Plan and product.  Their final project is due during week 9 
when they will have to pitch their product to a panel. 
 
In Reading the Year Six students focused on developing their ability to read and make inferences about persuasive 
text, including written ads and viewed commercials.  The students are developing an understanding of what 
advertisements are trying to make them ‘Think, Feel and Do’. The students are also developing their ability to read 
for sustained periods of time, and are sharing their reading in literature circles/groups. 
 
In Writing the focus has been on persuasive writing, including developing verbal arguments. The students are 
learning to make sure they have a well thought out argument that tries to persuade the audience to their way of 
thinking. The students have been comparing advertisements - focusing on the purpose of the advertisement and the 
audience.  The students are looking at the text structures found in advertisements including the images and the 
language used to promote a product.  
 
In Mathematics the focus has been on developing a deeper understanding of the relationship between fractions, 
decimals and percentages. Using their knowledge of fractions, decimals and percentages the students compared the 
data of probability. The students have also begun to apply this knowledge to problem solving. The students are also 
beginning to use their understanding of fractions, decimals and percentages to help them develop a viable Business 
Plan for Inquiry.  

 

 

Linda’s Goodbye 

Dear Kensington Primary School Community, students, staff, parents and friends, 
This year will be my last year of teaching. I will not be returning to KPS in 2019 
I have served here at Kensington Primary School for about half of my career, building strong people and a connected 

community through a high quality performing and visual arts 

programs. 
 

I know there are people here who value what I have offered in 

developing risk taking, courage and creativity. I very much appreciate 

your support, thankyou. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my work here and wish to let you all know 

that I am taking a “gap decade” as a “gap year” is not going to be long 

enough for all the dreams and challenges I wish to pursue. 2018 is my 

final year as a teacher.  

I hope to maintain the dear friendships we have developed over this 

17-year period. 

Warm regards Linda Weisser. 
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Assemblies 

Please note that for Term 4 our assemblies will be held every second Friday, this is due to the building works being 
continued in our school hall. Our first assembly for this term will be Friday 19th October. 

Dates for the rest of the year; 

Friday 2nd November 
Friday 16th November 
Friday 30th November 
Friday 14th December 
Friday 21st December (final assembly for 2018) 
 

Student Medical Conditions 

If your child’s medical condition (information you have provided to the school) changes; i.e.  

- your child no longer suffers from a specific condition or ailment 

- requires a different dosage of medication or change of medication 

- does not require further medication 

- does not require further monitoring 

You are required to confirm ANY CHANGE with a letter from your doctor. It is imperative that the school has the 

most up to date record of your child’s medical requirements. We appreciate your assistance with this important 

matter.  

 

Student News 

Omnia from 3/4V was recently awarded a Multicultural Youth Award at a ceremony at the Immigration 

Museum.  The award was for an outstanding primary student and recognises Omnia’s commitment to the homework 

club that she attends twice weekly. 
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Trial of new canteen provider – Classroom Cuisine 

During 2017 and 2018 the school community were asked to provide feedback in regards to the current school 

canteen. The findings were passed on to the provider of the current canteen to assist with further developing the 

menu and ordering processes, as well as increasing the number of days the service provides to the school 

community. 

We have in response to the feedback from the community investigated a second provider of school lunches, initially 

for one day as a trial. Canteen Cuisine is an external business, which KPS is trialling as an independent business 

providing a service to the school community. If positive feedback is received we will suggest that the number of days 

increase, so that we have Classroom Cuisine on specific days, as well as our current canteen on a Thursday and 

Friday. Kensington Primary will not receive any financial benefit from Classroom Cuisine, the service has been 

sourced to respond to the feedback and requests from the community, so that there is: 

 Healthy and consistent food choices 

 On-line ordering 

 Increase in availability of days (initially one) 

 This is a parental choice, which is provided as an option to order school lunches.  

See website for details - https://classroomcuisine.com.au 

Please have a look at the fantastic choice that are offered. 
 

Our first trial day yesterday, was a great success – the feedback was extremely positive!!! 
 

 

https://classroomcuisine.com.au/


 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 
Greenies Farmers’ Market 

Do you like fresh, healthy local food and real free-range eggs? If so, the Greenies’ Farmers’ Market is for you! Come 

and enjoy freshly harvested herbs, fruit and veggies from the garden, as well as eggs from hens that you can actually 

meet and say hello to.  

All produce is sold by donation, except eggs, which are $3 for half a dozen and $5 for a dozen. All proceeds go 

towards the Greenies and buying new plants to keep our garden flourishing! 

The Farmers’ Market will take place on the following dates:  

1st November, 15th November, 29th November, 13th December 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Junior SRC News 

We made a turtle that showed how much single use plastic we use in our lunch boxes. Some plastics can be reused 
and made into things. There was a competition run by Draffin Street Furniture to win a plastic table made out of 
recycled plastic.  

We competed in the competition to win by sending off pictures of recyclable things that could be made into the 
table, we also sent the picture of our turtle. Our pictures went on the website and people had to vote. WE CAME 
THIRD! We won a four seater table. (We were trying to get an 8, but 4 is still awesome and better than nothing!) We 
got to choose the colours and decided through a vote it would be blue and yellow. We then asked the rest of the 
school to vote if it should be a yellow top with blue seats, or blue top with yellow seats.  

Look at the photo to see what we  won. We are still voting on where to put it! 
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Waterers needed please 

Currently waterers are needed to keep the KPS garden moist in these warmer months. 

Please let Sue Williams (sue.williams.au@gmail.com or 0418549612) know if you can 

assist in October, November or December. You can offer for just one day or do it 

regularly. The more people offering to help, the easier for all. Remember kids love 

getting wet so they may like to help out in the evenings or on weekends too!  All helps. 

As a reminder, Grubbies is the name for the group of parents who volunteer time and 

energy to provide an environment for the kids to be with chooks, grow plants including 

vegies, and learn to cook and eat well. If you would like to be on the Grubbies email 

address list, please send your details.  

Tania Provan (taniaprovan@me.com); Sue Williams (sue.williams.au@gmail.com) 

 

Lost property 

Please take time to go through the pile of clothing that is in the foyer of our hall.  We will be sorting through it once 

again. 

 

 

  

mailto:sue.williams.au@gmail.com
mailto:taniaprovan@me.com
mailto:sue.williams.au@gmail.com
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Big Childcare News 
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Community News 

The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  

  

 

 

 

K 

KENSINGTON COLTS – JUNIOR BASKETBALL CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KENSINGTON COLTS – JUNIOR BASKETBALL CLUB 

Kensington Colts Junior Basketball Club are recruiting girls for the Summer Season, starting October 20. 

Training is held on Monday nights at 5pm at Arden Street, and games are played on a Saturday morning at Whitten 

Oval, Footscray. 

The club is currently recruiting girls for U12- born in 2008/2009, and U14- born in 2006/2007. 

If interested, please contact Melissa Martin on 0412 773942 
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