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Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 DATE TIME EVENT 

April Fri 20th From 1:30 – 3:30pm Colour Run – Fundraising Initiative 

 Wed 25th  ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL 

 Thu 26th 9:00 – 11:00am 2S Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 27th  9:00am 
4:10pm 

District Cross Country 
Cross Country Practise – Running track 
Aberfeldie Park 

 Mon 30th 6:00pm School Council 

May Thu 3rd 9:00 – 11:00am 2E Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 4th  9:00 – 11:00am Interschool Sport – North Melbourne (away) 

 Wed 9th   Year 1 Incursion 

 Thu 10th 9:00 – 11:00am 5M Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 11th  9:00 – 11.00am Interschool Sport – Holy Rosary 

 Tue 15th 7.45am 
9:00am – 1:30pm 

Finance Sub Committee Meeting 
NAPLAN – Language Conventions & Writing 

 Wed 16th 8:00am 
9:00 – 11:00am 

Facilities Sub Committee Meeting 
NAPLAN – Reading 

 Thu 17th 9:00am – 11:00am NAPLAN – Numeracy 

 Fri 18th 9:00 – 11:00am Interschool Sport – Ascot Vale 

 Tue 22nd  9.15am 
7pm 

Open Day @ KPS for Prospective Parents 

 Wed 23rd 9:00 – 11:00am FL Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 24th 9:00 – 11:00am 5C Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 25th All day Year 1 Excursion – Werribee Mansion 
Interschool Sport – BYE 

 Mon 28th 6:00pm School Council 

 Wed 30th 9:00 – 11:00am FJ Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 31st 9:00 – 11:00am 5D Cooking & Gardening 

June Fri 1st  9:00 – 11:00am Interschool Sport – St Marys 

 

Did you know?  

There will be NO assembly this FRIDAY 20TH APRIL. 

WEDNESDAY 25TH OF APRIL is ANZAC Day, a public holiday, therefore NO students will attend the school.   

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

 

Mathematics at Kensington Primary 

  The learning intention for our curriculum day was ‘we will collaborate to record a document representing 

the essential standards in mathematics, which we will guarantee are planned for, taught and assessed to 

ensure student achievement.’ As a staff we worked on developing a guaranteed and viable curriculum 

focused on essential standards/learnings in the area of Numeracy. Staff examined the Victorian Curriculum, 

examined an item analysis of the year 3 and 5 NAPLAN results from 2017 to inform planning. Teachers 

reflected on the skills and understandings we would look for in the student’s work to show skill development 

and conceptual understandings. A further focus developed during our Tuesday staff meeting was the 

creation of a mathematical vocabulary continuum to develop students’ understandings of technical language 

starting at Foundation and moving through to year 6 and beyond. Essential standards do not represent all 

that will be taught, however it does represent the minimum a student must learn to reach high levels of 

learning. Teachers discussed the transdisciplinary skills required by students to demonstrate proficiency 

towards mastery of a concept, self-management skills such as organisation and time management. 

Metacognitive strategies to encourage and model to students to think about their own thinking. As 

discussed at the parent morning session facilitated by Cassandra from the Australian Mathematical Sciences 

Institute (AMSI) a positive mindset towards mathematics is key so that students are open to taking learning 

risks, practising goals and feeling proud of achievement. The assessment of student proficiency in all areas is 

key to inform planning, developing areas for extension or intervention. The facilitators and leadership team 

will be investigating the creation and purpose of Data Walls to visualise the development of each student. As 

I have previously mentioned in a newsletter we are a community of learners, there has been great 

professional learning taking place for our educators, which will result in great teaching for our students.  

  Jonathon Orr our School Council President for 2018 will represent Kensington Primary at the Dawn Service at 

Kensington Hall Reserve to lay a wreath on ANZAC Day at the community cenotaph, corner of Racecourse 

Road and Bellair Street. Any families wishing to participate can meet with Jonathon on the footpath on 

Racecourse Road directly opposite the monument at 5.45am. If students could wear the school jumper to 

represent that they are from Kensington Primary it would be most appreciated. Following on from the march 

the RSL will be open with bacon and egg rolls for purchase directly following the service. Wild Timor Coffee, 

an ADF veteran owned and operated company will be providing coffee before and after the parade.   

  A huge thank you to our Fundraising team who have worked so hard at raising funds for our school. A highly 

successful hot cross bun drive ended term one and the Colour Run will open term 2! A sincere thank you to 

the crew who put in so much effort to support our school. A big thank you as well goes out to The Grubbies 

and Kay for the work carried out in the kitchen over the holidays. We have a fox proof chicken coop care of 

Alicia and Scott, with the support of Kay and Graham. I believe we also have some new additions to the 

Kensington community family.  

Bridget  
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School Run4Run Colour Explosion 
 

 

REMINDER – TOMORROW - Friday 20th April 2018 is the KPS Colour Run.   

All permission slips must be returned prior to the event. 

Friday 20th is the last day that the children can fundraise.  All cash and booklets need to be returned to the school by 

Friday 20th so the organisers can lock in their prize rewards.  Students should also go online to lock in their prize if 

they used the “online” option. 

Students can wear casual clothes to school on Friday. 

 

 
Bounce Back 
 

A Bounce Back Learning Snap-shot: Courage   

The first unit for Bounce Back this term explores the concept of courage across all grade levels. Many students 

may be feeling anxious about up-coming events like completing testing, or tackling Cross Country for the first 

time. Events like Anzac Day raise questions about heroism. Can anyone become a hero? (eg. By speaking up for 

someone who is being mistreated & risking social punishment for doing so). Many classes are having regular 

discussions about strategies we can use to overcome our fears (eg. Positive self-talk, meditation calming 

techniques) and highlighting/celebrating examples of students demonstrating ‘everyday courage’ with their 

learning or with interactions with their peers. 

 ‘What is courage? Courage is not about lack of fear. It’s about facing and overcoming those fears.  Some things 

make you feel scared because you could get hurt, you could fail, or be rejected or humiliated. Courage means 

feeling frightened, but doing it anyway and finding a way to face your fear, pain or discomfort.’  (Bounce Back 

Classroom Resources) 

Fear can be very important to keep us safe and should not be ignored, however many fears are actually anxiety 

(feeling nervous) about something that might happen and we often make these worse by exaggerating them in our 

minds.  

What can we do to help overcome our fears and nervousness?  Many of the Bounce Back skills help. You can do a 

reality check – think about the risks and the dangers. Are your fears justified? You can try concentrating on the 

positive things that could come from overcoming your fears (such as more confidence, progress, or earning others’ 

respect). You can try remembering times when you have been able to act with courage in the past and use helpful 

thinking (e.g. most people would feel nervous in this situation, not just you). For some people it is about going 

slowly, learning the skills and taking things, one small step at a time. For others, it is about using ‘tough talk’ and 

saying to yourself “just do it!” accepting that mistakes are part of learning.  

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

Using our bodies can also help us manage our fears and worries. When we are nervous, our heart beats faster, our 

stomach churns and we may have sweaty palms. Recognising these symptoms can help us to name what is going on 

for us and then to take action. Using breathing techniques aimed at focusing attention on the breath coming in and 

going out of the body has a calming effect on our heart rate, and   thoughts. There are many great apps that can be 

used with children and adults alike to develop skills in calming body and mind and standing up to anxiety, rather 

than be overwhelmed by it, or avoiding parts of life so you don’t have to feel those difficult feelings. Smiling Mind 

and My Calm Beat are two apps to try.     

Many ordinary things make us feel a bit scared or anxious and these things are different from one person to the 

next.  This means that courage is an everyday thing for most of us – trying something new, meeting people, taking a 

test. Each time you overcome a fear you become braver and more able to face other fears with confidence. 

Courage is very important. Like a muscle, it is strengthened by use. (Ruth Gorden) 

We can never tell who is being brave in any situation because we all have different fears and therefore need courage 

in different ways.  During any school day, most children need to draw on ‘everyday courage’ in order to take a risk in 

their learning, put up their hand or talk in front of a group.  For some, this requires more courage than for others.  

Some of the skills we learned last term such as ‘helpful thinking’ and ‘nobody’s perfect’ are important to remember 

again as we increase our courage. 

 
News from Amanda’s Art room 
 

HELPERS NEEDED PLEASE 

Welcome back to Term 2. Term one was a short but productive time in the Art room.  

1-2 students have created colourful collage landscapes making decisions about colour, texture and shape as well as 

size and position to create depth or space in their picture. These pictures are now complete and need to be 

displayed, but I simply don’t have the time to put them up. So, If you have a couple of hours to spare next week or 

week 3 and can help with this display, please email the school or come and see me to grab a pile of art work and a 

stapler.   Also, if you would like to help in your child’s art lesson on a 

more regular basis, please let me know. 

Thankyou, 

Amanda 
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Bikes & Scooters 
 

We love that our school community are using foot and pedal power to come to school but can you please make sure 

that you dismount at the gates and walk your scooter or bike into the school grounds.  Please no riding whilst in the 

school grounds. 

 

Before and after school – Student supervision 
 

For 20 minutes before school and fifteen minutes after school, there are teachers in the yard to supervise student 
play. Students are not to be in the school grounds before 8:40am when the yard is not supervised or after 3:45pm 
when supervision ends. Teachers on yard duty wear fluorescent vests so students can quickly identify them.  
 
Students in the yard who are not with an adult before 8:40am or after 3:45pm will be signed into the OSHC Program 
and costs will be incurred. 
 
All children must enter and exit the school via the gates on McCracken Street and Epsom Road.  Children arriving 
prior to 8:40am without a parent / guardian are unable to wait in the office foyer. 

 

Student Representative Council (SRC) 
 

There will presentation of the SRC badges next week during our assembly on Friday 27 th April. 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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