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Upcoming Events 
 

 

 DATE TIME EVENT 

March Fri 2nd 9:00am – 2:30pm 
9:10 – 10.10am 
9:00 – 11:00am 

District Swimming 
Finding the Maths – Information Session 
(school hall) 
Adult Gardening Session 

 Thu 8th 9:00 – 11:00am 
6:00 – 7:00pm 

34R Cooking & Gardening 
MAC Info Night @ KPS 

 Fri 9th 9:00 – 11:00am Interschool Sport – KPS V MPW Blue (home) 
(CANCELLED) 

 Mon 12th   LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL 

 Tue 13th 5:00 – 6:00pm 
6:00 – 7:00pm 

Policy Sub Committee Meeting 
Facilities Sub Committee Meeting 

 Wed 14th 9:00 – 11:00am 
4:00 – 5:00pm 

6H Cooking & Gardening 
Fundraising Sub Committee Meeting 

 Fri 16th  9:00 – 11:00am 
9:00 -11:00am 
1:30 – 3:00pm 

Interschool Sport  - Ascot Vale West V KPS 
Adult Gardening Session 
Cross Country Trials 

 Tue 20th 9:00 – 10.00am Divisional Swimming 

 Wed 21st 9:00 – 11.00am 
lunchtime 
5:30 – 7:30pm 

6K Cooking & Gardening 
Harmony Day – Sausage Sizzle 
Harmony Picnic Family Event at KPS 

 Fri 23rd 9:00 – 11:00am 
 
1:30 – 3:30pm 

Interschool Sport – KPS V Ascot Vale PS 
(home) 
Cross Country Trials 

 Mon 26th 6:30 – 8:00pm AGM & School Council 

 Tue 27th 9:00 – 10:00am Regional Swimming 

 Wed 28th  
9:00 – 11:00am 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  
6L Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 29th  END OF TERM 1 

April Mon 16th  CURRICULUM DAY – NO STUDENTS ATTEND 
SCHOOL 

 Wed 18th 9:00  
5:30pm 

State Swimming 
Year 6 Transition Information Evening 

 Fri 20th  Colour Run – Fundraising Initiative 

 Wed 25th  ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL 

 Fri 27th  9:00am District Cross Country 
 

 

 
 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
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Did you know?  
 

Monday 12th March is a public holiday - it is Labour Day.  There is no school this day for students and staff and Big 

Childcare will not be operating. 

 
Principal’s Message 

 

KPS a Community of Learners 

A community is defined as a group of people living in the same place or 

having a particular characteristic in common. What do we as a school 

community have in common, what is that defining characteristic, I would 

say it is about learning and encouraging the children we all work with to 

develop a tool kit of understandings which are transferable across all 

learning domains. Last Wednesday evening I saw many new faces of the 

Kensington school community. I listened to the teachers deliver an overview of the curriculum to be delivered. I saw 

students discussing their learning goals with parents/ carers. I talked with parents about the school and their 

children.  The staff at KPS have a community of practise in which we work with each other, learn from each other 

and examine and respond to the needs of our students. This week I have worked in the year 5 area, talking to 

students about their mathematical understandings, another community, a community of learners. As a community 

we support each other, work with each other to encourage our students to reach their full potential. All students 

have learning goals, which they are working towards mastering. In the playground, in the corridors and classrooms I 

ask the students what their goals are, they respond quickly and discuss how they are working towards achieving this 

goal so they can be a more independent learner. We all have our tool kit for learning, which assists us with our focus, 

determination to face challenges and work towards achievement.  Our teachers are learners and are currently 

researching an area of practice directly related to student improvement, as a leadership team we are examining the 

data trends and planning for new learning, we are all setting goals. Teachers are discussing with their students the 

evidence needed to show mastery of an understanding and undertake the next learning goal to continue the 

learning and to continue to challenge ourselves. As a staff we will be undertaking professional learning with the 

Australian Mathematical and Science Institute (AMSI) over the next 12 months. I would like to invite parents/ carers 

who are able to attend an information session on Friday 2nd at 9.10am in the hall after drop off. As a community we 

can learn together, set new goals and work towards achieving them.  
 Bridget 
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Finding the Maths @ KPS Friday 2nd March 9:10am – 10:10am 
 

We would love those who can join us please, this Friday 2nd March from 9:10am to 10.10am in the school hall.  

Please note this session will be videotaped and we will be providing handouts to the school community. 

 

 

 

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

Learning Snapshots 
 

Foundation Learning Snapshot  
 

 

Inquiry 
 
Students have used play to learn about co-operation, respect and responsibility - 
which all play an important role in being great learners and are in line with school 
values. Students have continued to focus on whole body listening and making good 
choices inside the classroom and out. 

 

Writing 
 
In Foundation, the students have been working on strengthening their fine motor 
skills through the use of equipment, such as plasticine. The teachers and families saw 
wild and wonderful creations that linked to the letters D, M and O. 
In addition, students have focussed on writing vertical lines in preparation for writing 
b, d, k, h and l. 

 

Reading 
 
Students have investigated letters Mm, Dd, Oo, Ff, Rr and Gg. Connections were 
made between the name of the letter and the sounds. Students added these letters 
and sounds to developing the skill “Get your Mouth Ready”, which has also been a 
focus this week. This has required students to look at the initial letter in the word 
that they are trying to read and getting their mouth ready to say it. Finally, students 
have been pointing to the words that they read, ensuring that they match one written 
word with one spoken word. 

 

Maths 
 
This fortnight, there has been an emphasis on subitising and counting, ensuring that 
one item is matched for one spoken number. As you would have seen in the last 
Foundation Learning Snapshot, these are foundation skills for our little learners as 
they develop as mathematicians. Students have also developed their skills of sorting- 
such as unifix into colours and recording what they have found in their maths books. 

 
 
Year 1 Learning Snapshot 
 
Writing  
In Writing, we have been working hard on our recount writing, narrative writing and handwriting. For our recount 
writing, we have been concentrating on using time connectives as well as the 5 w’s (who, what, when, where and 
why). We have also been working on spelling combinations such as double vowel and double consonant sounds. We 
have also been responding to literature and character emotions as well as retelling stories. When we work on 
narrative writing, we try to be creative as we can! Whenever we write, we have also been practicing to use our full 
stops and capital letters.  
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Reading  
Students have been focusing on solving unknown words in their reading. In particular, teachers have modelled the 
chunking strategy. This involves finding the vowel sounds in the middle of syllables, and finding known patterns in 
unknown words. Another focus has been developing fluency while reading so that it sounds smooth, the right 
volume and pace, and expressive. Students have practised these strategies independently and as part of weekly 
group instruction.  
 
Maths  
Students have been learning about the place value of the digits 0-9. This helps us to find the value of different 
numbers. Look at the number 23. We have explored different ways to represent 2 digit numbers and found that 23 
has 2 groups of ten and 3 remaining ones. Students have been using bundling sticks to show that ten ones is equal to 
1 group of ten. Using problem-solving strategies has been a great way for students to show their understanding of 
numbers in the ones, tens and hundreds place. We have been making models using materials, creating tables and 
charts representing tens and ones, writing number stories, drawing diagrams and connecting skip counting by 10 
skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 2 Learning Snapshot  
 
Thank you to all the parents who attended our Parent Information Night! We really appreciate your support and we 
hope you found the night informative. 
 
Writing 
Writing has been all about sentence structure this fortnight. We have learned about the difference between proper 
and common nouns, and have been creating treasure maps with place names to help Captain Teachum find his 
treasure.  
 
Procedural writing has been another big focus. The highlight of this has been putting the recipe for salt dough in 
order, highlighting the key words of the recipe and making the salt dough into sculptures! This was great 
combination of writing, reading, maths and Inquiry all in one.  
 
We have also written narratives, including some with only three sentences (introduction, problem, solution). This 
helped with applying our knowledge of sentence structure. It has been great to see everyone’s imaginations hard at 
work.  
 
We have continued to work on our writing and handwriting goals. Our letter formations are looking pretty superb!    
 
Reading 
What is the main idea? That has been our focus for the last two weeks. We have used our reading detective skills to 
look for clues that might tell us the main idea, including the title, keywords, which words are repeated and what is in 
the pictures.   
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Maths 
How do you crack the code on a combination lock? The Year 2s can tell you! With a few clues (“The number is more 
than 1000 and has a zero in the tens place”) and a lot of systematic problem solving, the answer is there. We 
managed to crack the combination of the lock holding the scooters in place, and then we got to take the scooters 
outside for a trial! We also figured out the code of a 3-digit lock, which was guarding a suitcase full of books. Making 
the salt dough was an introduction to volume - the amount of space a 3D object takes up.  
 
Inquiry 
The fun has begun with our Inquiry incursions! This week we tested acids and bases, separate the fats and waters in 
milk and test the weight of honey, oil and water. We have also added to our KWL chart (what we already know, what 
we want to know and what we have learned). Our Fabulous Fun Friday sessions have taught us other surprises about 
everyday materials and how they change and combie in weird and wonderful ways.  
 
 
Year 3/4 Learning Snapshot 
 
Thank you to all the families who were able to attend the Information Night and visit our classrooms. If you were 
unable to attend please feel free to contact us to make a time to come in. We appreciate your support. 
 
Inquiry  
In inquiry student have been looking at how the brain works. Learning about how people react differently to 
different situations depending on what part of their brain they are using. In conjunction with that, we have been 
discussing and promoting healthy thinking. Learning about what strategies we could use to change our mindset to a 
more positive one. We are devising obstacle courses to trial with the grade 1 and 2 students.  
 
Writing 
We continue to engage in Writer’s Notebook, focusing on individual student needs. Students have been learning 
about the features of a persuasive advertisement. We discussed how advertisements promote goods, products and 
services. Then spoke about what makes you want to buy a toy or go to a play centre like Bounce. Students talked 
about making their own and some had a go at making an advertisement for ice cream. Spelling has also been a focus, 
particularly looking at vowels and constants.  
 
Reading  
In Reading, students have been focusing on Inferring the characters feelings. We have discussed how, when we infer, 
we become detectives in looking for clues in the text to help us in understanding the text better. We have been 
using images, text passages and real life examples to inform students understanding of inferring. One of the tasks 
that students engaged in was where they had to read a section of Wonder and inferred how August was feeling. One 
student wrote, ‘I infer that August is upset because in the text he’s crying and struggling to breath’.   
 
Maths Focus -   
Vocabulary - more less digit ones/ units tens hundreds thousands etc 
Strategies - modelling, renaming, number lines, count on  
We have been working on place value and expanded notation to support our process work, clocks and time and 
differing ways to show our thinking. We have focussed on setting out vertical addition and using renaming to solve 
equations.  
 
In our class meetings, students raised issues that students wanted to discuss and each grade decided their SRCs. The 
first SRC meeting is March 1st. 
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Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
 
Inquiry 
Our key learning goal was to understand what democracy is like in Australia. We have been classifying vocabulary 
cards into ideas/concepts we understand and into words we are not sure of. Students sought to clarify their 
understanding of words and discussed their understandings. Students have used key vocabulary words and phrases 
such as ‘justice’ and ‘secret ballot’ and classified them into democratic or undemocratic. From their new 
understandings and vocabulary, students have written a personal definition of democracy. They were challenged to 
use their new vocabulary in their definitions. 
 
Writing 
Our key learning goal was to construct a persuasive text to present to the class as a speech. Students used their job 
advertisements written in the previous week to identify a job they wished to apply for. Student constructed at least 
one strong argument that included a claim, reasons and evidence. Students then revised their ideas to ensure their 
persuasive speech matched the skills required and personal qualities from their advertisements. As part of this 
process, some Grade 5 students applied for SRC. We have been electing representatives for the Student 
Representative Council by conducting secret ballots. Students have displayed confidence and courage as they have 
presented their speeches to their peers. 
  
Reading 
Our key learning goal has been to use the understanding of text features to navigate and read informative texts. We 
specifically have investigated the ‘non – paragraph’ features of information text, with particular focus on charts and 
graphs and the information they convey. Students have responded to questions about pie charts and have been 
reading information texts about our three levels of government. We have investigated the purpose of text features 
in information texts. 
 
Maths 
Our key learning goal has been to demonstrate understanding of place value and the base ten system by renaming 
numbers in standard and expanded form. We have modelled numbers using tables and materials and recorded 
numbers showing how many tens of thousands, thousands, hundreds, tens and ones are in the number. Students 
have begun to articulate how our place value system works by using key mathematical vocabulary such as speaking 
about digits within numbers and their value in the place that they hold. 
 
Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
Reading by Jasmin  
We have been doing reading groups in the Year 6 area. The reading groups choose a book and then discuss it for the 
next few weeks. They are doing tasks like summarising and a timeline. We also read and discussed poems by Geoff 
Page after his recent poetry incursion in the Year 6 area.  
 
Writing by Parisa 
We created questions about our migration stories for our parents to answer and highlighted the key parts. You can 
read our engaging headlines and hooks for our upcoming newspaper article. We wrote 400 word news articles about 
life at Kensington Primary School, wrote 100 word stories and also created poems. 
 
Maths by Gurshan 
In Maths, the Year 6’s have been learning about location and trying to get from one place to another. We were given 
a bunch of places to go to at certain times. We had to calculate the cost and how much time we stayed at each 
place. Lots of kids were interested in the task and asked lots of questions. 
 
Leadership by Charlotte 
This year, the grade 6’s have some amazing ideas for their leadership action groups, like performing arts, lunchtime 
activities, art and creativity. Recently people have been noticing a lot of rubbish around the school yard and some 
grade 6’s are very keen to fix that issue. There are leadership groups to address the issue of littering, recycling and 
compost. We would really appreciate the school’s help to make our yards clean. Leadership groups have been 
created and we now all have aims and action plans. Stay tuned for the actions we have planned. 
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Inquiry by Ridwan 
In inquiry we have been learning about immigration. We went on an excursion to help us get a better understanding 
of immigration and we also did a survey with our parents and family. Now we are writing a news article on 
immigration.  
 
Sports Report by Toby 
This week in Interschool Sports we played Avondale Heights Primary School. All teams played fairly and as a team. It 
felt like we were professional players because of our passing and teamwork. All the teams won for boys and girls in 
soccer, handball and tennis. We were all cheering all the way back to school and even at recess! 
 

 

Learning Snapshot: The Bounce Back Program & Settling In  
 

A warm welcome to 2018 at KPS to all parents & students. I’d like to provide a quick snapshot of what teaching 

teams have been focusing on to assist students start their school year in a positive manner. All teaching teams 

started with activities from our KPS Kick-Off program to help students feel welcomed & give them a sense of 

belonging in their new room. Many of these activities assist students & teachers learn more about each other, and 

allow students to have input by discussing the ways they want their classroom to work during the year. Questions 

such as ‘What makes a good learner/teacher/friend/leader,’ are explored then ideas are displayed in a variety of 

ways around the classroom.   

During the first few weeks of first term, classes read the student ‘Working & Playing 

Together’ booklet together, discussing our KPS school values & coming to an agreement 

about what these values can look like in action. This is an important starting point in every 

grade. The KPS/Bounce Back values: Honesty; Fairness (including social justice); 

Responsibility; Support (being kind, showing care & compassion); Cooperation; 

Acceptance of differences; Respect (for the rights & feelings of others; self-respect) 

Friendliness & inclusion; Taking care of the Environment. These values underpin the way 

we relate & interact with each other, and form the basis of class agreements negotiated 

in every classroom. All classes from Grade 1-6 elect their student representatives for our 

Student Representative Council, & these leaders will take school-wide issues back to their 

classes for discussion at class meetings. This is one important forum where students 

‘voice’ their ideas /concerns before we work together on trying to provide solutions. .Thank you to all our Big 

Buddies for helping all our delightful Foundation students get off to such a positive start. 

All specialist teachers have been setting the tone/guidelines for their program. As a team, we are looking at the ways 

students can link the values to class goals set & their self-evaluation process. Learning intentions not only 

incorporate skills acquisition, but also emphasize social capabilities like persistence, showing courage to take risks or 

a willingness to try new things.  
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I have been working with students across all grades on the values Co-

operation/Teamwork & Inclusion. Class groups have worked together to solve a 

variety of physical team challenges. I have been very pleased with the ways 

students have worked together, demonstrated initiative, shared strategies & 

provided feedback as part of their reflection. Cooking/Gardening follow-up 

sessions have also used the school values as a basis for discussion.   

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Bounce Back! Program, written by Helen McGrath teaches the skills and 

attitudes that promote resilience. One aspect of resilience is the capacity to 

‘bounce back,’ after experiencing problems, difficulties and down times. The 

skills that students learn via this program will hopefully benefit them at school, home as well as encourage healthy 

social and emotional development, in future years. Weekly Bounce Back sessions focus on a range of topics & 

incorporates circle time, cooperative games & hands on activities, after discussion. Teachers make links to Inquiry 

Topics & utilize books/current issues to promote discussion wherever possible. I will be providing overviews of these 

units regularly via the newsletter.  

Be assured that all staff members treat any welfare issues with the utmost importance. We are all aware that 

students need to feel connected, settled & happy, before they can reach their potential with other aspects of their 

learning. Please come & have a chat if you have any concerns linked to the above. 

Kay Headland - Wellbeing & Engagement 

 

 

School Council Elections 
 

Congratulations to Tim Ada for being elected as a Parent Representative on our school council. 

We are calling for further nominations to fill the 1 (one) parent position still available.  Nomination forms are 

available from the school office.  Nominations must be submitted to Esther in the school office by no later than 4PM 

ON TUESDAY 6TH MARCH 2018.  

In addition to the completed nomination form, we are also asking that all nominees compose a statement of no 

more than 150 words that may include: 

- work experience including voluntary work; 
- academic and professional qualifications if applicable;  
- skills and abilities including those that may be useful for the council (e.g. accounting, contract management, 

fundraising, organising events etc.); 
- previous and current involvement with the school, and school council including sub- committees of school 

council;  
- reasons for standing for election; and  
- interests and hobbies. 
 

 
 
 



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

Curriculum Days - 2018 
 
The School Council has set the following days as the Curriculum Days for Kensington Primary School. 
 
Monday 16th April – Maths Essentials  
Monday 18th June – Kath Murdoch – extending our understanding of the cycle of inquiry 
Monday 5th November - TBA 
 
Please note that Big Childcare will be operating on these days.  Bookings are essential. 
 
 

Exiting the School 
 

When exiting the school at the end of the school day please use the gates on either McCracken Street or Epsom 

Road, only come via the office if you need to speak to the office staff. 

 

School Hats 
 

Please note that the office does not have “spare” hats to lend out when your child forgets or has lost their hat.  
It is a requirement that children wear hats in Terms 1 and Term 4.   If you wish to purchase a hat we sell them 
from the office for $12 cash. 

 
Traffic Issues 
 

Traffic Issues in McCracken Street 

Please ensure that the correct road rules are being followed. Double parking and using no standing zones are illegal 

and may result in fines from the local council. As a community, we need to ensure the safety of all children. 

 

Foundation Parents 
 

Please note that the slides for the Reading Information Night are now on the school website. 
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Earn & Learn  
 

Thank-you! Thank-you! Thank-you! Thank-you! 

I would like to extend a huge thank-you to all the parents who collected ‘Earn & Learn’ stickers for our school last 

year. We were able to order two large boxes of toys, games & construction blocks because of your efforts. The 

excitement & delight as we unpacked all our goodies was fabulous to witness. The gathering space was absolutely 

buzzing! Lots of great interactions & cross-age fun was had by all! Thanks again everyone, your on-going efforts & 

support, they are really appreciated.  

Kay Headland (Well-being & Engagement) 
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Fundraising News 
 

Harmony Picnic – Wednesday 21st 5:30 – 7:30pm 
 

To celebrate the cultural diversity of our unique and amazing school community, please join us in a picnic on 
the school oval on Wednesday 21st March. 
 
Bring along your picnic (or takeaway), blanket, chair and a dessert to share.  It is a great chance to meet up 
with new classmates and parents, or see familiar faces from previous years.  A fantastic chance to meet our 
fabulous new Principal, Bridget. 
 
It is also an opportunity to show off your traditional dress, hat, instrument or flag!  Please bring a dessert from 
your cultural background (or somewhere you have visited) to share and please list ingredients for sensitive 
tummies and allergies. 
 
Entertainment 
 

Karate Kids!! -   KPS and local children and their Sensai will be giving us a demonstration of their Karate skills in 
the Hall at 5:45pm. 
Bollywood – Dance teachers from NB Dance will show us how the film stars do it and give us a lesson, this will 
also be in the hall. 
 
Fundraising Activities during the evening 
 

Drinks and icypoles will be available for sale during the evening. 
Grooming Shack:  Crazy hair, face painting and nails for the kids (and grown ups) 
Lucky Dip 
 
If you have put your name down helping out at the 
Harmony Picnic look out for an email from me and if 
you would like to help out for half an hour or so during 
the evening, please contact Annie on 0408 932 280 or 
leeannie1@bigpond.com.au 
 
DONATIONS NEEDED PLEASE!!  We need cans of soft 
drink and juice boxes.  Donations can be deposited at 
the front office in the labelled box.  Many thanks in 
anticipation. 
 

 
Hot Cross Buns 
 

Please keep an eye out for the Hot Cross Bun order 
forms; these will be distributed to your child this week.  
All orders need to be to completed and returned to 
their teacher by Friday 16th March.  Our preference for 
payment is via the Qkr app, if you need help to 
download this please contact the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:leeannie1@bigpond.com.au
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School Photos 
 

Our school photos are on Wednesday 28th of March this year.  The children will receive envelope this week, which 
has their own code on it, please look out for this in your child’s bag.   
 

 If you are placing an order, please ensure children have their own envelope. 

 Do NOT place another child’s envelope inside their siblings envelope. 

 Please collect a family envelope from the school office if you wish to have a family photo taken. 

 All children are photographed regardless if you are paying or not.  This is for the schools records. 

 The school does not give change nor do the photographers.  PLEASE ensure the correct money is enclosed. 

 Ordering online is the only way you can pay with credit cards 

 
 

Second Hand Uniforms 
 

Thank you to all the fantastic helpers who cleaned pressed and bagged items for our second hand stall.  It was a 

great success.  We will be having another stall next term, so if having a declutter on the holidays we would love any 

spare uniforms.  Please bring to the office; washed, pressed, labelled and in a clear plastic bag. 

 

 

Bikes & Scooters 
 

We love that our school community are using foot and pedal power to come to school but can you please make sure 

that you dismount at the gates and walk your scooter or bike into the school grounds.  Please no riding whilst in the 

school grounds. 

 

Coles – Sports for Schools 2018 
 

Kensington Primary School is participating in the Coles Sports for School 2018 Program.  

We love all the vouchers, which have already been handed into the office, thank you.  We 

now have a Voucher Collection Box at the Coles at the Showgrounds Village and also one 

at the office. 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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MOONEE VALLEY SCHOOLS NETWORK 

2018 Year 7 Secondary School EXPO 

Wednesday, 21st March  2018  

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

In the Gym at Moonee Ponds West Primary School 

 150 Athol Street Moonee Ponds 
         

All Grade 4, 5 & 6 children and their parents/carers are invited to attend the 2018 Year 7 Secondary 

School EXPO to learn more about our local Secondary Schools. 

Buckley Park College 

Mount Alexander College  

Essendon Keilor College (East Keilor and Niddrie Campuses) 

Rosehill Secondary College  

Strathmore Secondary College 

These schools will have displays and information handouts for interested families, plus personnel to talk 

to you and answer any questions you may have. The format is informal, so you are free to visit whichever 

display you wish to, any time between 4.00pm and 7.00pm.  

We look forward to your attendance. 

For further enquiries ring 8331 0100. 
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