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Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 DATE TIME EVENT 

April Mon 16th  CURRICULUM DAY – NO STUDENTS ATTEND 
SCHOOL 

 Tue 17th   
5:00pm 

Children at school for Term 2 
Sub Committee Meeting - Fundraising 

 Wed 18th 9:00 am 
5:30pm 

State Swimming 
Year 6 Transition Information Evening 

 Thu 19th 9:00 – 11:00am 
1:50 – 3:15pm 

2L Cooking & Gardening 
Photo Make up Day 
Cross Country Trials – 11 & 12 Year olds @JJ 
Holland Park 

 Fri 20th  Colour Run – Fundraising Initiative 

 Wed 25th  ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL 

 Thu 26th 9:00 – 11:00am 2S Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 27th  9:00am District Cross Country 

 Thu 3rd 9:00 – 11:00am 2E Cooking & Gardening 

 

Did you know?  

MONDAY 16TH OF APRIL is a curriculum day, therefore NO students will attend the school.  Big Childcare will be 

operating this day if you require care for your child. 

 

ROYAL CHILDREN HOSPITAL APPEAL – a massive thank you to all the students and staff who generously donated to 

the appeal.  You raised over $540.00.  

 

 

 
  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

 

 

Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day of cultural respect 

for everyone who calls Australia home. Held every year on 21 March. The Day 

coincides with the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination.  

At KPS we celebrate the cultural differences of each and every family as is 

reflected in the Kensington Primary Vision, that as a community we work 

collectively towards being a safe and caring community who learn and grow 

together, to make a difference for us and our world.  

What an amazing Harmony Day we celebrated at KPS. The day kicked off 

with the smell of sausages filling the air and a number of students (and 

staff) eagerly looking in the direction of the BBQs. The children enjoyed a 

BBQ lunch sitting with their friends and chatting about themselves, what 

they like to do, who they are and perhaps the aspirations they have for the 

future. The evening saw the community come together sharing food and 

conversation. A huge thank you goes out to the team who organised the 

BBQ and evening events, as Kay said ‘the organisation was like silk, very 

smooth.’ I would also like to acknowledge the staff who supported the 

evening, the year 6 students who organised and coordinated the games 

and the support of all the families who joined in the spirit of the evening. On a personal note I can’t believe how 

quickly this term has flown by. I hope each and every family enjoys their time together over the holidays. A reminder 

that the first Monday back on the 16th of April is a curriculum day, so I look forward to welcoming everyone back on 

Tuesday the 17th of April.  

 

Bridget  
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Learning Snapshots 
 
Foundation Learning Snapshot  
 

INQUIRY 

Inquiry lessons this fortnight focussed on the KPS values of Teamwork and Respect. In everyday classroom 
activities, students practised using their manners and encouraging others. They also demonstrated 
sportsmanship during class running races. They graciously accepted defeat and cheered on their classmates. 
The three-legged running race was a particularly good test of teamwork - the students, quite literally, had to 
pull together to win!  The value of Responsibility was also discussed and each student was assigned a 
classroom job to complete - for example, ‘Compost Monitor’. 

 

“In the Sack Race, I came third and in the three-legged race James and me came first. We used good teamwork because James told me a little 
plan, jumping to get to the finish line”. (Zachary) 
“My job is the Hundred Days of School. I have to colour in the squares on the tens frame to show how many days we have been at school.” 
(Freddy). 
 

ENGLISH 

Foundation students have enjoyed making predictions about books read in class. They have recorded and 
illustrated many of these predictions. They have also written simple stories for the Writing Competition being 
held by the grade 6 students.  The focus has been on ‘having a go’ and attempting to sound out the words. 
Students have investigated the sounds that l, b, u, y and j make. In Handwriting, they have practised forming  
‘Magic C’ letters (a.k.a letters that begin with a counter clockwise motion, such as c, d, g, a, q and o).  

 

 

 

 

“I use the right way around for the letters. I put finger spaces between my words. I have actually been writing in my room at home.” (Kate) 
“I wrote a story for the Writing competition about the jungle. I thought about what I wanted it to be. I put a finger space and I got my mouth 
ready to make the words before I write.” (Charley) 
“When I’m reading I make my mouth ready, I point next to the words with my left finger”. (Mohammed) 
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MATHS 
Ordinal numbers (i.e. position numbers like ‘first’, ‘second’ and ‘third’) have been a key focus in Maths this 
week. As such, the students were taken outside for class running races. They competed in three-legged, sack 
and footraces and were awarded ‘trophies’ to mark the place they attained. The students also took part in a 
great Easter egg “Roll Off”, seeing who could bowl their egg the furthest. Links were made between ordinal 
numbers and our previous unit on pattern making, with students identifying the first, second, third etc. 
component in patterns they had made.  

  

 

 

In Maths we have been doing patterns. A pattern repeats. We have made patterns and we circle the bit that repeats. (Oliver) 
I felt happy doing the races. There’s numbers that mean you come first or second or last. (Lucy) 
 

Year 1 Learning Snapshot 
 
Writing 
In Writing, we have been working really hard to write a recount with the correct structure. This includes writing a 
title, an orientation including the 5 w’s (who, what when, where and why) as well as a series of events including time 
connective words such as firstly, secondly, lastly, next and a personal statement which describes how this made 
them feel. Students have been working really hard to write each of these segments correctly. We have also been 
practising our spelling and handwriting. Students have been practising their rainbow words as well as words we find 
challenging in our individual classes. We have also been continuing with our genre writing (rocket writing) to get our 
creativity flowing. Lastly, we have been practising how to respond to literature. We have been reading a text as a 
class each week and responding to it in different ways, which include: what have we been reading about, as well as 
showing how the text has made us feel.  
 
Reading 
In Reading we have been exploring nonfiction texts. We have found that these texts have a range of different 
features that help to organise the information. Some of these include titles, subtitles, fact boxes, images, captions, 
maps, glossaries and indexes. As well as learning lots of new information from big books and digital texts, we learnt 
to navigate a text using the table of contents to find different topics within the book, using the glossary and bold 
words to find definitions and using an index to search for ideas within a text. Please encourage your child to continue 
reading nonfiction texts as well as fiction texts. 
 
Maths 
In Maths we have been focusing on addition. We have covered the aspect of fluency, meaning that students 
memorise simple number facts such as two single digits that add to ten. We have also practised strategies such as 
saving time by counting on from the largest number. Students are guided to solve worded problems with materials 
such as counters and matching the model correctly with equations and diagrams. We have gathered valuable 
information from testing and we are using this to make sure each child is challenged at their point of need. 
 
Inquiry 
Grade Ones brainstormed and played games that required no or minimal equipment to get more active in the 
yard.  We played games such as Follow the Leader, Simon Says, Giant’s Treasure. We continued with our PMP to 
promote active play skills. Most recently, we have been reflecting on all the areas covered through our inquiry into: 
Our actions and choices affect ourselves and others. Students recorded their thinking now (second thinking) about 
areas such as hygiene, sleep, healthy eating and our school values. Students’ depth of understanding of the factors 
involved in keeping healthy and making good decisions was evident. We continued to look at the the Bounce 
Acronym in BounceBack and class meetings. Our focus this fortnight has been: O - Other people can help you if you 
ask! 
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot  
 
Writing 
Who are you as an author? This is the question all the Year 2s were asked this fortnight. Everyone was given a 
questionnaire about what, how, when and where we like (or don’t like) to write. Answers to this were very 
interesting, and included a strong enjoyment of writing narratives and other fiction texts. Several students made 
great use of their Bold Beginnings, character, setting, problem and solution structure to write a narrative for the 
whole school Writing Competition. 
We have begun a phonics program to improve our spelling, starting with an explanation of digraphs, which have two 
letters and make one sound, such as “sh” - not to be confused with blends, which have two letters and make two 
sounds, such as “st”!  
 
Reading 
In Reading we have been delving deeper into summarising, exploring how to retell the main events of a text with just 
the right amount of detail. We have completed story wheels, which retell the main events of a story in order. We 
have also been practising asking and answering questions as we read to help us improve our reading 
comprehension, and we have been conferencing and setting “next step” reading goals during these last two weeks. 
We have been enjoying lots of read-alouds, including during the library session.   
 
Maths 
Good mathematicians collaborate and share their thinking, and we have done lots of that this week! On our 
thinkboards we have represented numbers in many different ways, including drawing on a number line, in words, in 
digits and in expanded notation (234 = 200 + 30 + 4). In our games of Speedo, we have been practising counting by 
2s, 3s, 5s and 10s from non-zero starting points, and seeing what patterns we can find as a class. We have also been 
studying number lines in depth by looking at different versions of a number line and figuring out which one has the 
numbers in the correct place. It has been great to see everyone applying their knowledge of benchmarks on a 
number line to help work out where the numbers should go. 
 
Inquiry 
We rounded off this term’s Inquiry with an exploration of how to make Easter eggs by melting and remoulding 
chocolate. This led to some fascinating discussions about what makes chocolate melt and harden, whether this is a 
physical or a chemical change, and why some people’s chocolate went so crumbly! We also discussed the sources of 
the ingredients in chocolate, how foil is made, and how it can be a metal but also flexible.  
Thank you to all the Year 2 students for such engaging, exciting and well-researched Inquiry Show and Tell 
presentations. You have set the bar very high for next term! 
 
 

Year 3/4 Learning Snapshot 
 

Writing 
In Writing students have been focusing on the structure and purpose of a narrative - a story told to entertain or 
interest a reader. We have been writing our own narratives and have tried to make them as engaging and interesting 
as possible by improving the language we use. Students have also read each other's writing and given feedback 
about structure, especially problems and solutions and whether their story is entertaining and “sucks you in”.  
Several students entered the KPS writing competition the year 6 students are running/judging. 
 
Reading  
We finally finished reading ‘Wonder’! Over the last 9 weeks we have been captivated, inspired, shocked and 
surprised by R.J Palacio’s story of a young boy overcoming a lot of life’s obstacles. This week we will compare the 
book to the film and discuss what similarities and differences we can see between them.  
Just a reminder that the Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) has started and students have received their logins from 
their teachers. The PRC is a great way to keep kids engaged in reading over the holidays.  
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Maths 
Congratulations!! Grades 3/4 have celebrated their success in place value. They have continued to expand their 
understanding on place value by engaging in renaming, expanding and modelling tasks. Students worked on bridging 
and on worded problems to challenge their thinking. Some students created their own worded problems to extend 
their peers. We have continued discussing telling the time, quarter past, quarter to, half hour time and in 5 minute 
intervals. It is important that students are given the opportunity to read an analogue clock and expand their 
knowledge in different ways of reading time.  
 
Inquiry 
The students have explained that different factors can affect our health for example “getting rest especially when 
you’ve done something that uses a lot of energy”. As well as explaining how health is connected  “we need to have 
physical health and mental health”. Students also discussed why we react in different ways “Because they have had 
different experiences in the similar situation” and “That it’s because we all have different brains and think 
differently”. The students worked on their ads to demonstrate some of the different ways the media talks about 
health. 
 
 
 

Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
 
Writing 
In Writing, students have been further developing their skills for planning, drafting, editing and revising persuasive 
texts. They have practised skills developing prior knowledge and organising thoughts in the pre-writing stage. They 
have developed mind maps, as well as sorted and expanded specific vocabulary related to their prompt about 
citizenship. Students have self-assessed a previous persuasive piece of writing and identified how to improve their 
writing. For example, some students have identified they could improve on capturing the reader’s attention. When 
students planned their writing, they intentionally planned for how they could improve their writing and included 
intentional persuasive devices in their plan. We have seen students passionately responding to a prompt about 
citizenship which coincided with last week’s Harmony Day.  
  
 
Reading 
In Reading, students have continued to combine features of an information text in order to deeply understand 
content. We have further developed skills in scanning for keywords when combining information. Students have 
evaluated the depth of a question using a question matrix. When reading to learn, students have developed their 
knowledge of Australia’s constitution and our 1967 referendum. Students have also examined historical texts from 
Western Australia in the 1970s. They have questioned, wondered and evaluated how the values of the at the time 
society are represented in the text.  
 

Maths 
In Maths, students have applied their understanding of place value to addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. They have completed two assessments, a post test to show their growth in skills and understandings in 
place value, and a formative assessment to determine their understandings when transferring their skills into the 
four operations. Students have also been applying their skills of rounding to enable them to make estimates of 
calculations and use this tool as a way to cross check their calculations.  
 

Inquiry 
Our inquiry skills have focused reading and research in order to understand Australia’s constitution. Each class 
worked in small groups (representing the states of Australia) and collaborated to develop a set of laws/rules for all to 
abide by at school. Classes are in the process meeting with all States on a Federal level (whole class) in order to 
develop a class constitution. From our research into referendums, we understand the process by which to amend a 
law to the constitution. This is form the process for our class meetings throughout the year.  
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Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
Is the term over already?  
The last 2 weeks have seen students elaborating their understanding of how ‘People and Past Events have affected 
Australia’. Each person has followed their own line of inquiry by asking questions, finding answers, sorting 
information and creating a product that shows their new understanding. The Gallery Walk will be happening in our 
last session to celebrate what they have learnt.  
 
They have also had a ball of a time developing their editing and revising skills, with some people working on 
punctuating dialogue, others developing sentences and ideas within, some reading aloud to check that their 
sentences make sense and SOME going back to explore what a sentence really is.  
 
Book Clubs have been humming along as most groups have read their texts. Each group have celebrated their 
thinking by creating a Wall Display that highlights their questions, thoughts, summaries and connections that they 
have made to their books.  
 
Last, but not least, Maths. We’ve discovered that there are a few gaps in our understanding of Place Value that we 
have been targeting. These include rounding, expanding, renaming and identifying what that pesky 0 is all about.  
 
 
 
 

School Photos 
 

 
Thank you to all the children on our school photo day, they were all so co-operative. 
 
We are having our Make up Photo Day on Thursday 19th.   If you missed this week, please make sure you return your 
envelope to the office next term and if you require another envelope or a family envelope please ask at the office. 
 
 

School Run4Run Colour Explosion 
 

If your child is participating in the School Run4Run Colour Explosion they do not need to wear school uniform on 

Friday 20th April.  We suggest that they wear older clothes as they may be stained.  
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In memory of Soledad (A former educator at Kensington Community Children's Co operative). 

On Sunday 15th April at 10am in JJ Holland park near the playground, the community will gather 
to pay our respects. 

Everyone is welcome and if you would like to bring snacks or a picnic you may. Please pass on to 
let all know. 
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Grandma is encouraging everyone not to grow up in Nikki 

Britton’s latest kids comedy show 

Winner of the Adelaide Fringe Weekly Award for Best Comedy, Nikki 

Britton is returning to Melbourne with a brand new show- FOR KIDS!- in 

Grandma is Not Growing Up!  

★★★★½ “gloriously funny…the kids love it all”- The Barefoot 

Review 

Britton has been performing the beloved character of Grandma for the 

last 7 years and was a favourite on ABC Me’s Stand and Deliver in both 

2016 and 2017 as well as Comedy Club for Kids (MICF), and this season will be the debut of Grandma’s full hour 

show. Combining her comedy and character brilliance (she trained in Paris at Clown School) with having worked at 

Disneyland and being a Captain Starlight in children’s hospitals around the country for the last 10 years, there are 

few performers who can really appeal to kids and adults alike, the way she can. 

“It is actually my favourite kind of crowd to play to. Kids are so honest. If you’re rubbish, they’ll let you know pretty 

quickly. They keep you on your toes.” 

But Britton is far from rubbish. She has received award nominations and critical acclaim for her most recent show for 

grown-ups Romanticide (also playing Monday nights at Town Hall- Lunch Room at MICF), and has recently returned 

from touring nationally and internationally with the Melbourne International Comedy Festival Roadshow and the 

Sydney Comedy Festival Showcase Tour, as well as gigging in some of LA’s most famous comedy clubs, including The 

Comedy Store, The Laugh Factory and the Hollywood Improv. 

Britton was a very proud and grateful recipient of the Adelaide Fringe Festival Artists Fund Grant for the innovative 

and exciting style of storytelling and visual effects that will transport the audience (of all ages) in Grandma is Not 

Growing Up. 

“This is a very different kind of show to anything people will have seen before. It doesn’t play down to kids, in fact, 

the action is almost all lead by the kid’s themselves- their wild and wonderful imaginations!” 

And what about Grandma herself? “Well, she is one of a kind. She definitely cheekier than your average Grandma, 

but she is all heart!” Accompanied by her beloved cat, Jessica Meow-boy, Grandma is sure to endear herself to 

everyone she meets as she swings from the chandeliers during this joyful hour of mayhem and gleefully proclaims, 

Grandma is Not Growing Up! 

March 30th- April 2018, 2pm   Tickets: $15- 22 

Bookings: comedyfestival.com.au  Venue: The Powder Room, Melbourne Town Hall. All media enquiries 

to Nikki Britton at hello@nikkibritton.com OR 0415909319 

  

mailto:hello@nikkibritton.com


 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

 

 


