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Upcoming Events 
 
 

September Fri 7th  9:00 – 11:00am 
3:00pm 

Grubbies Adult Gardening Session 
Assembly 

 Wed 12th 9:00 – 11:00am 
9:00 – 11:00am 

1J Cooking & Gardening 
Year 3 /4 Huddle 

 Thu 13th  
6:30pm 

Year 2 Excursion to Royal Park 
Winter Soiree in the HOF foyer – String 
Ensemble and soloists. 

 Fri 14th 9:00 – 10:00am Year 5 / 6 Basketball Tournament 

 Tue 18th  
5:00 – 6:00pm 

WHOLE SCHOOL CONCERT 
Policy Sub Committee Meeting 

 Wed 19th 5:00 – 6:00pm Fundraising Sub Committee 

 Fri 21st  END OF TERM 3 

 Sat 22nd 9:00 – 11:00am Grubbies Adult Gardening Session 

October Mon 7th  TERM 4 COMMENCES FOR ALL CHILDREN 

 Mon 15th  6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

December Wed 19th 5:30 – 7:30pm Year 6 Farewell 
 
 

****PLEASE NOTE:  There will be an assembly this Friday 7th September. 

 
Whole school concert - Tuesday 18th September 

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW. 

The performance will centre on the KPS values of respect, diversity, inclusiveness, care for the environment and 

friendship.  It will be a celebration of our safe and caring community.  

 

Venue:  Melbourne Pavilion 
135-157 Racecourse Road, Flemington 
 

Time:  F-2 Performance 5:30 – 6:30pm 

  3-6 Performance 7:30 – 8:30pm 
 

Ticket Price: $15.00 per ticket for single performance 

  $25.00 per ticket to attend both performances 

 

3 tickets per family with the possibility of selling extra tickets if tickets 

remain unsold a week from the performance. 

Tickets on sale now via the QKR APP or ticket order form and payment at the office. 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

Kensington Primary is currently examining student voice and agency. As a staff we are questioning and providing 

opportunities for students to take action and develop a deeper understanding as to what sort of learner they are, 

what sort of community member they are and what sort of global citizen they are. 

There are compelling reasons to amplify student voice, agency and leadership. When students have a strong sense of 

agency, starting with more commitment and a strengthened focus on their learning, a positive cycle of learning is 

generated. Students who are empowered to take ownership of their learning understand and contribute to the 

development of learning intentions, are interested in the assessment processes and monitor their own learning and 

improvement. 

 

 

 

As students become invested in their own learning, they gain a better understanding of what good learning is and 

the purpose of it. This enables them to evaluate their own work, and to more purposefully discuss progress and 

achievement with teachers, each has a significant effect size on achievement. 

In addition, empowering students to become partners in school decision making is recognition that students are 

knowledgeable experts in their lives. It acknowledges they can contribute to improving their school and community. 

There is strong evidence that students become more engaged in learning when they have opportunities to: 

 Exercise agency in their own learning 

 Contribute to the communities in which they learn 

 Improve the learning program for themselves and their peers. 
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6H have recently been questioning what dispositions they value as a learner, the following are some examples of 

student voice sharing their thoughts about what makes a great learner. 

 Confident in the things you are and the things you do. 

 Confident, isn’t afraid to stand out, believes in themselves. 

 Confident is being proud of yourself and others and confident about who you are. 

 Strong and sure about yourself 

 You are responsible with your own and others’ items. 

 You are trust worthy, don’t procrastinate and are reliable. 

 You are positive even when things get you down. 

 Being positive is not being negative and having a growth mindset. 

 Positive, optimistic looking on the bright side. 

 Creativity – You have an imaginative mind and you come up with fresh ideas. 

 You are different in your way, outside of the box and comes up with good ideas. 

 Being independent is self-motivating and never jumping to conclusions. 

 Independent – You can work by yourself without distracting anyone and relying on yourself. 

 

Students in year 3/4 Viv and Jessie have been helping me design the area outside of their classroom. The students 

have assisted in calculating the area for carpeting, assisting to design a pattern using left over carpet tiles and new 

carpet tiles to decrease the cost and examine furniture. Students met with Jock the carpet layer to discuss their plan. 

We look forward to having an inviting learning space in Term 4.   

Bridget  

 

 

 
Learning Snapshots 

FOUNDATION LEARNING SNAPSHOT 
 
In Inquiry, FF and FR enjoyed an excursion to the Melbourne Fire Brigade.  We learnt about safety precautions and 
tips, such as Stop, Drop, Roll. Students had the opportunity to sit in a fire truck and turn on a fire hose.  The pressure 
of the water travelling through the hose was quite surprising! Unfortunately, due to the fire that broke out in West 
Footscray, FL and FJs excursion was cancelled.  We hope to schedule their excursion for another time.    
Students have been consolidating and explaining their new knowledge about health and safety, learnt from the past 
weeks excursions, reading of books and viewing of videos, through language rich, play based learning.  Teachers 
have observed doctors treating patients, police arresting culprits, authorised transport officers keeping people safe 
on trains, road crossing guards safely walking people across the road, chefs making healthy meals, just to name a 
few. 
 
In Reading, students continued to explore the R-controlled vowels, focussing on /ar/, as in park and /or/, as in 
sort.  Phonics learning also investigated the diphthong (a sound formed by the combination of two vowels in a single 
syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and moves towards another) made by ou, as in flour and ow, as in 
how.  Students continued to learn about the features of information texts, including the contents page and index 
page, glossary, headings, labelled diagrams, photos and captions. Reading examples of information texts, students 
have identified these features and discussed their purposes. 
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In writing, students have continued to write recounts about some of their excursion experiences.  Handwriting has 
focused largely on letter formation, ensuring we start our letters in the correct place. Students have also begun 
writing information texts.  They have written a list of people who help us to stay safe and/or healthy and then 
selected one of these people to focus on.  Students have then begun to write about what their chosen person wears, 
where they work, what they do and what equipment they use.  Along with generating ideas, this writing focuses on 
capital letters to begin a sentence, full stops to end a sentence, inclusion of spaces between words and sounding out 
and using Rainbow Words for spelling.  These information texts will be the main writing focus until the end of Term 
3.        
 
In maths, students have begun learning about Subtraction.  This is when we start with a collection, take some of it 
away, and then work out how much is left.  We have sung songs, such as, Ten in the Bed and Five Little Ducks, to 
model subtraction.  Students have used counters to help them solve problems, then drawn diagrams, and recorded 
number sentences.  Students have also been introduced to Statistics!  They have answered yes/no questions to 
collect information, for example, do you like tomato?  Then they have placed their names on a data display in order 
to see how the answers compare. 
 
Learning over the past 2 weeks has also focused on preparation for our whole school performance.  Students have 
practised basic skills required to work collaboratively with peers and shared ideas about choreography, sets and 
props.      
 
 
 
YEAR 1 LEARNING SNAPSHOT 
 
Whole School Performance 
All Year One classes have been practising their whole school performance with some classes getting help from Year 
6s. Classes are also in the process of getting their costumes organised as well. An area of the stage has been mapped 
out in the library and students have gone to have a look to see how big the stage really is.  
 
Writing 
The Year 1s have been preparing to do some publishing in order to improve their ICT skills as well as publish in a 
different way. Students have been writing non-fiction texts about different animals like elephants, ants and 
echidnas. Documentary videos were watched from the animals’ perspectives and students wrote down some 
important and interesting facts about these animals. They have now selected their best piece of work to publish into 
a PowerPoint presentation. Students have started to experiment with different slides as well as inserting pictures of 
their selected animals. Spelling activities and handwriting have also been completed weekly. Handwriting is often 
completed when students complete ‘rocket writing’ and different letter patterns are a focus each week. Students are 
still collecting 5 spelling words to complete in class and at home.  
 
Reading 
In reading, the Year Ones have begun to focus on information in the text that may not be directly stated. By focusing 
on non-fiction books that they have already read, students learn to go deeper and answer questions such as: what 
else could have been included in this text? To answer this they draw on connections that they have recently made. 
Other relevant questions are: look at the picture/diagram; what is it telling us? What questions do you still have after 
reading? Does this remind you of something? Why? Students practise responding to these inferential questions in 
shared reading and then as independent reading activities. 
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Inquiry  
Our push and pull investigation was enjoyable and with the upcoming Whole School Concert we have shifted our 
focus onto light and sound. The big idea is that Light and Sound are produced by a range of sources and can be 
sensed. Year 1 classes have begun exploring light and sound, writing up predictions, experimenting and recording 
the outcomes. How does sound travel? We explored how sound moves by talking into a balloon and feeling the 
vibrations. How does light travel? We have explored how light travels using torches and sorted our findings into 
transparent, translucent and opaque.  
 
Maths  
Last week saw the wrapping up of our mini unit on sharing and reflecting on the use of strategies such as using 
counters and what it means to have a fair share. This week students are revisiting the concept of place value and 
how a number can be partitioned into tens and ones (and further into thousands, hundreds, tens, ones). We will use 
materials such as bundling sticks and MAB to demonstrate how a number can be represented in different ways.  
 
 
YEAR 2 LEARNING SNAPSHOT  

 
We are excited about the upcoming concert performance! Students are enthusiastic and the dance moves are 
starting to look nice and tight. A note went home on Wednesday about the arrangements for the rehearsal day (18th 
September). Please read this, as it contains important information.  
 
Reading 
And the moral of the story is… messages are an important part of comprehension! We have been reading Aesop’s 
Fables and the Fixed Fairy Tales to compare the messages of different versions of the same story. For example, the 
message of the original Princess and the Pea is “a true princess is really sensitive”, whereas the message of the Fixed 
Fairy-tale version was “always be nice to people, and don’t hide your vegetables under your bed!” 
 
We have introduced literature circles with the students to give them discussion prompts, to help them talk about 
literature and increase their comprehension. The prompts include questions such as “Who would you recommend 
this book to? Why?” These have generated some rich and animated discussion! 
 
Writing 
The process of writing a narrative has continued with most students reaching the stage of revising. The focus of this 
stage has taken on thinking about how students can improve their work through firstly rereading to check it makes 
sense and reading it to a partner for feedback. At a word level, we have brainstormed alternate words for “said” and 
other time connectives to make our work more interesting. We are currently compiling these words to be helpful 
lists that will then go into our writing folders. Some students have had an explicit focus on sentence structure 
working towards using conjunctions. Other students have focused on creating dialogue and using the appropriate 
punctuation. 
 
Maths 
Where in the real world can you find an array? Ask the Year 2 students, who went on an array hunt this week. They 
found panes of glass, gratings, noughts and crosses boards, poster displays and many more. We discussed how to 
identify an array: looking for equal numbers of rows and equal numbers of columns.  
 
Arrays are one way to represent multiplication. We discovered that an array makes groups of numbers much easier 
to skip count. We have also explored the connection between addition and multiplication, including the fact that 
multiplication is repeated addition, and demonstrated this on a number line.  
 
Big Question Time  
We all took a step back in time (or maybe quite a few more than one) during our historical walking tour of 
Kensington. Kensington is a special place for us, but it has been special for many different people over time. Many of 
the familiar sights we visited took on new meaning when connected to the historical photos we brought along. Did 
you know that cows used to walk past Angus’ house? We used some of the mapping skills explored in our math 
lessons to follow directions, mark our route on the map, and record locations based on grid references. 
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YEAR 3/4 LEARNING SNAPSHOT 
 
Writing 
In writing students are moving on from biographies and beginning to explore realistic narrative. Students are using 
their research of Aboriginal history and European settlement to brainstorm and plan ideas for a realistic narrative 

based on either an Aboriginal or European perspective. Students are working on improving their spelling by noticing 
the spelling pattern in their writing. A common mistake students noticed was double ll for words like until. Students 
are encouraged to use a dictionary to edit their writing once it is completed.  
 
Reading 
In reading, students have been investigating themes, the main idea and facts and opinions. Comprehension is a big 
focus in grade 3/4s, therefore we have been discussing that in order to be a great reader it is important to use more 
than one comprehension strategy. Students have been engaging in reading rotations that encompass these 
comprehension strategies, this gives them time to practise the strategies.  
 
Inquiry  
Students have been inquiring into Australian history by completing comprehension tasks as research. Students have 
been reading about Aboriginal life and European settlement and answering follow up questions related to the 
information. Students have been so engaged in the Google Classroom task and their note taking skills have really 
improved.  
 
Numeracy 
In numeracy, the 3/4s have been working on our division facts and problem solving. Students have been working 
with their maths buddies, solving problems together and explaining their thinking aloud. It is great to see such 
wonderful teamwork. We have also been exploring Volume and Capacity, where students have been engaging in 
hands on experiences to support their understanding of the topic.  
 
Whole School Performance 
                          
Each 3/4 class has been practising their performance. Students have been gathering ideas for costumes and making 
props. They’re all very excited! We are planning to show each other our performances. Our rehearsal and 
performance will on Tuesday September 18th at Melbourne Pavilion. 
 

 
 
YEAR 5 LEARNING SNAPSHOT 
 
In maths, Grade 5 have continued to develop their understanding of fractions. 
They have practised representing improper fractions as mixed numbers, 
diagrams, and number lines and as part of real-world problems. Students have 
also learnt how to apply their knowledge of factors and multiples to simplify 
fractions and find equivalence. As part of this learning, they used problem-
solving skills to put together an equivalence jigsaw. This task-encouraged 
collaboration between learning buddies and really put our patience to the 
test! 
  
In reading, Grade 5 have continued to enjoy ‘Figgy Takes the City’. Students have explored how Tamsin Janu uses 
language to help her reader to make predictions about the plot and to make inferences about the characters’ 
feelings. We have used thinking tools to record how certain words help us to empathise with characters and to 
convey emotions. Set in Ghana, the story’s characters, plot and setting have taught us a lot about this culture and 
society. We made comparisons with this setting and that of ‘Inside Out and Back Again’ using a venn diagram to 
identify similarities and differences between the two. Students have considered why Tamsin Janu writes using the 
first person perspective and how this enables the reader to build a connection with Figgy. We also asked ourselves, 
how the use of first person perspective might work to limit our experience as readers. 
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Did you know that Vienna has recently earned the title of the World’s most liveable city? In writing, students 
explored the criteria for deciding the top ten most liveable cities: 
  
Stability, Healthcare, Education, Culture and Environment and Infrastructure 
  
They conducted research to establish just how these cities met the criteria and managed to top the list over places 
like London and New York. Students were then given the opportunity to rearrange the rankings from their point of 
view. Once they had chosen the most liveable city in their eyes, they began to explore an even wider range of 
sources to carry out some further research. This is all in preparation for the creation of a multimodal text, which 
students will present later this term. 
  
Whilst our Inquiry of ‘People have connections to places’ continues to be explored through both reading and writing, 
we have also begun to research Africa in more depth. Students used another venn diagram to compare life in Africa 
with that of Australia. The differences between the two countries enabled students to understand the extent to 
which people and their environments can influence one another. 
  
 

 
YEAR 6 LEARNING SNAPSHOT 
 
Week 7 & 8 have been filled with concert practise, concert practise and concert practise. Make sure you have your 
tickets. Each grade has been rehearsing their performance and developing their collaborative skills, communication 
skills, creativity and confidence.  
 
In maths, the students have been measuring the perimeter and area of our playgrounds and making suggestions for 
improving the way space is used. They have explored the links between area, multiplication, and division. Some 
students have explored the multiplication and division strategies used around the world and throughout history. 
Have you heard of the Egyptians, Japanese or Russian methods? Try them out!  
 
The Year 6s have elaborated on their understanding of ‘How change can be the cause and effect and be irreversible 
or reversible’. Through following their own lines of inquiry, they have used note taking skills, and thinking skills to 
gather and organise information to create a cohesive information text. Drafts are being written in order to publish 
their information using news articles, documentaries or podcasts. The documentary workshop had special guest, Dr 
Fincina Hopgood, in last week to share her expertise in film analysis and documentary features. This week, Claire 
Tonti, the co-founder of Planet Broadcasting and presenter of ‘Just Make the Thing’, will be in to run a workshop 
with our podcasters.  
 
We invite you all to come and visit the Year 6 area on Thursday 20th of September (Week 10) at 2.35pm-3.30pm so 
we can share our learning process with you.  
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A Bounce Back Learning Snapshot 

No Bullying  

For the remainder of this term classes will be having discussions in classrooms about types of unacceptable hurtful 

behaviours, to help students understand what bullying is and what it is not. It is important that this topic is discussed 

openly and honestly. We want our students to develop the skills, awareness, & strategies, to help them have the 

strength not to join in, & stand up against, any types of bullying, which may be occurring within our classrooms, or 

out in the playground.  

It is sad to think that some children may bully others and enjoy seeing 

them feel bad, especially when we know the negative outcomes that result 

for the bully, as well as negative impact bullying has on the academic, 

psychological and physical wellbeing of young people.  All schools have 

some problem with bullying and the effectiveness of the school in dealing 

with bullying is best measured by the way in which a school is able to 

develop a pro-social culture, where bullying is not tolerated. 

 Some of the strategies to prevent and manage bullying that we put into 

practise include: 

 Raising awareness about what bullying is and developing anti-bullying 
policies 

 

 Regularly taking steps to gain a clearer picture about what the level of 
bullying is within the school 

 

 Activities and actions to prevent bullying  including attention on school and 
classroom cultures, structuring safe places and stimulating playground 
activities, supportive peer networks, rigorous teacher supervision, teaching 
of skills and attitudes that encourage student reflection and awareness of 
bullying and action they can take against bullies 

 

 Clear steps and strategies for managing bullying that does occur 
 

 During BB sessions/classroom meetings, students are learning that bullying occurs when mean things are 
deliberately done to someone, over and over again, to try to upset or hurt them.  It is different from mean 
behaviour more generally.  It is of course wrong to use unkind behaviour at any time, however we only use 
the word bullying if a person is being treated in this way regularly. Bullying behaviour can be physical, 
verbal, or emotional. Mean actions can be direct (hurting, name calling, put downs in body with body 
language or words etc.) or indirect – such as telling lies about someone or 
their family, telling others not to include someone or spreading rumours.  We 
know that bullying can also occur on line through games that allow players to 
communicate with each other, through social networking sites, emails etc.) As 
parents, it is important to understand the degree of connectivity children 
have even when ‘playing’ on line.   
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Students will explore why some children may bully others, how put-downs 

create a culture that allows bullying to happen, and what everyone can do to 

prevent bullying and to act to stop it, when it occurs. The underlying use of 

power over someone else through social relationships is important to address 

with students. The damage done by repeated acts of inclusion & exclusion need 

to be discussed at all class levels.  We want to put across a clear message that 

bullying is not acceptable at our school and community, and that it is everyone’s 

problem. Students need to be reassured that all incidents of bullying are taken 

seriously. We all need to take responsibility to challenge the use of put downs 

(at home as well as at school), to think for ourselves about what is right and to 

stand up for others at school and in the broader community.  

At the start of the year, one of the senior SRC goals was to 

help the teachers make the yard a safer happier place for all 

our students. When questioned about this goal, many of our 

reps thought that bullying was an issue. They believed they 

could help via a peer- mentoring program where they assisted 

teachers on yard duty. They thought that some students, 

especially from the younger grades would be happier talking to them, when friendship conflicts arose, as they may 

have had the same issues when they were younger. We have started this peer mentoring for three recess sessions 

each week. This initiative may extend to include some lunchtime sessions, for the rest of this year. We will have 

regular chats to review and support the work by this group of our student leaders. Hopefully this will prove to be 

another positive support network, to help make our school a happier & safer place for all. 

 

Maths is everywhere… 

Please consider completing at least one of these tasks at home. Bring the completed tasks back to school and put 

them in the box on the windowsill outside Fiona’s classroom. We will share some solutions in the next newsletter. 

 I have a handful of jellybeans. One half of them are yellow. What does my handful of jellybeans look like?  

 

 Using all the digits in the number 62,703, what numbers can you create that are higher than this number? 
What five digit numbers are smaller than this number?  

 

 In what ways can you rename the number 32,904?  
 

All tasks are © 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education HB1784 

 

Last task solutions - many thanks to those students who shared their tasks. 

Some highlights… 

 Sam in year 4 handed in over 100 solutions to solve.  How many different ways can you make 15? 
 Advik in year 1 attempted all three questions and provided several fabulous solutions for each task. 
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Student Medication 

Reminder to all those families who provided medication for their child for the 3/4 and 5/6 camps, please collect from 

the office ASAP.  This needs to be done by an adult, as we are unable to give it to the students. 

 

Music News 

The KPS String Ensemble invite you to a Winter Soirée 6:30pm Thursday 13th in the HOF foyer.  
 
Come and support our wonderful musicians!  
 
Concert features solo performances by talented Grade 6 students and the ever expanding extraordinary String 

Ensemble 🎻🎶 
  
 

Art News 

 
Dear Parents and Friends, 

Next term grade 5-6 students will be sculpting during their art classes, cutting back into a 

balsa wood block to reveal the form within. I am calling for anyone with carving 

experience to come to visit us in the HOF art room and share their work and experiences 

with us. Please contact me via kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Warm regards - Linda Weisser.   Art coordinator 

 

Class Catch Up 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Book Week  

Book week was a winner on 
many Levels!! 
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents and students for 
their support for the planned activities during last week. When we listen to students’ 
ideas, it needs follow-up support by us all before they can come to fruition. Your 

generous donations of many great books made the pre-loved book store an overwhelming success. I was so pleased 
with the initiative & organisational skills demonstrated by our SRC leaders during this event. The money raised 
($350+) will be used to fund student leadership initiatives linked to class meeting discussions. Thank you again, for 
making this possible. 
 
It was lovely to see all the students dressed up as book characters on Friday, it made 
the judges job an extremely difficult one. Our grade level prize- winners will receive a 
book of their choice via the next Book Club order. The junior SRCs ‘Find the Golden 
Book’ competition, engendered lots of fun & excitement as students of all ages raced 
around trying to discover the little golden clues.  
 
Thank-you to the classes who supported the Book Review & Character Model 
competitions. The displays in the library are looking wonderful. Winners of these 
competitions, will be notified, after our junior SRC reps judge the entries at their 
meeting on Tuesday. 
 
Finally, I would like to make a special mention to Tracey who works tirelessly in the library trying to make this space 
stimulating for all our readers. Tracey spent many hours at home working on the “Find 
the Treasure” display now adorning the library desk area. She also organised all the books 
nominated for awards for classroom borrowing & enjoyment. Thank-you Tracey, you are 
the real ‘treasure’ at our school. Thanks again for your contributions, it is lovely to come 
together & celebrate the spirit of our school. Kay & Elise SRC Co-ordinators. 
  
 
 
 

2L Mum’s Catch Up  
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Big Childcare News  
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Community News 

The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington 

Primary School.  
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