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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

November Thu 1st 9:00 – 11:00am 34J Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 2nd 3:00pm School Assembly 

 Mon 5th  Curriculum Day – Student Free Day 

 Tue 6th  Melbourne Cup Day – Public Holiday 

 Wed 7th 9:00 – 11:00am 5D Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 8th 9:00 – 11:00am 34R Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 9th 11:30am – 3:30pm Year 5 SEA Incursion 

 Mon 12th 9:00am – 12:00pm FR Excursion - 100 Storey Building 

 Tue 13th 9:15 – 11:00am 2019 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 14th 9:00 – 11:00am 5C Cooking & Gardening 

 Thu 15th 9:00am – 12:00pm FF Excursion -  100 Storey Building 

 Fri 16th 9:00am – 12:00pm 
11:30am – 3:30pm 
3:00pm 

FL Excursion -  100 Storey Building 
Year 5 SEA Incursion 
School Assembly 

 Sun 18th  MMT Music Concerts 

 Mon 19th 9:00am -12:00pm FJ Excursion - 100 Storey Building 

 Tue 20th 9:15 – 11:00am 2019 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 21st 9:00 – 11:00am Year 6 Baking 

 Fri 23rd  
11:30am – 3:30pm 

Year 1 Excursion – Scienceworks 
Year 5 SEA Incursion 

 Sat 24th  Election Day BBQ 

 Mon 26th  Book Fair – ALL WEEK 

 Wed 28th 9:00 – 11:00am Year 6 Baking 

 Fri 30th 3:00pm School Assembly 

 Thu 6th 12:30 – 3:00pm Year 6 Water Safety Program 

December Fri 7th 12:30 – 3:00pm Year 6 Water Safety Program 

 Mon 10th – Fri 14th   School Swimming Program – Years 1 - 5 

 Tue 11th  Year 6 Orientation 

 Wed 12th 5:30 – 7:30pm Whole School Picnic 

 Fri 14th 3:00pm School Assembly 

 Tue 18th  Moving Up Day 
Year 6 Big Day Out  

 Wed 19th 5:30 – 7:30pm Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 21st  1:30pm End of Term 4 

 

  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
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Principal’s Message 

Communication of student achievement, areas for improvement and the celebration of success is key between 

teachers, students and parents. The on-going goal setting and feedback provided to students are 2 key high impact 

strategies which all teachers at Kensington Primary discuss with students. As, a result of the feedback received from 

the Google form sent out to parents/ carers last term as well as the rich discussion facilitated during the parent 

forums focussed on our next strategic plan we have heard parents dissatisfaction in regards to the reporting format. 

Concerns raised were that the reports did not specify or pinpoint the achievement level of our students, were too 

wordy and did not highlight to what degree students had mastered key skills and understandings. Teachers have 

worked on creating a new format, which explicitly breaks down the skills demonstrated throughout the year, 

semester and term, if not week and day. Teachers facilitate targeted summative assessment tasks to provide 

students with the opportunities to show mastery or stages of the development of skills and understandings. 

Teachers also continually conduct formative assessment on a daily basis listening to students discuss their thinking 

and explaining the meta-cognition of the strategies used to independently work on a task. There are times when 

students need scaffolding to explicitly guide them to work through a task, again this is a time when teachers discuss 

the learning intention and success criteria. Teachers will continue to collaborate on the reflection of student 

achievement and the writing of reports on Monday the 5th of November, a planned curriculum day.  

Please note that Parent Payment letters will be sent home today as a hard copy as well as attached to this email. 

Parent payments cover the essential student learning items. There is also the opportunity to contribute to the 

Voluntary Financial contributions, which include the Library Fund and Building Fund, which are tax deductable. As 

you are aware, there is the need to consistently improve the physical environment of our school. 

I would like to thank the parents who generously contributed their time to the Halloween morning tea. The students 

looked amazing with a collection of witches, werewolves, zombie brides and even a Medusa! I hope everyone enjoys 

the warmer weather and long weekend, see you on Wednesday the 7th  of November.  

 

Learning Snapshots 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 
 

The focus in Reading has been on comprehension strategies.  We have discussed if we are just reading the words, 
but cannot understand a text, then we really aren’t reading.  The Foundation students have delved deeper into texts 
by visualising using their 5 senses, asking questions to show their wonderings and inferring what the author has not 
directly told us.   
 
Writing has continued to focus on this Term’s Inquiry Big Idea and the artefacts in the students’ Memory 
Boxes.  Students have written about their hobby or interest and also a special event from their life. With each piece, 
students have gone through the writing process of planning, drafting, shared revising/editing and publishing. 
Through this writing, we have explored how we are the same and how we are different, from each other.  Writing 
has also included a focus on the spelling of the Rainbow words (high frequency words).   
 
Number lessons in Maths last week saw us finishing up our unit on subtraction.  Students problem solved using their 
preferred strategy, such as ‘count what is left’, ‘count back’ or ‘count up to find the difference’.  We then began 
exploring money by recognising Australian coins and using money to pay for goods in play situations.  In 
Measurement lessons, we have investigated the ‘Golden Rules’, namely, lining objects up at the same starting point, 
having no gaps or overlaps, and using the same sized measuring tool. We discovered how the king’s apprentice, in 
the story How Big is a Foot, learnt the hard way when he didn’t understand these rules! 
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Year 1 Learning Snapshot 
 
In Reading year 1 students have been reciting poetry and looking at how ideas are expressed differently in this 
genre. Students have read poems out loud to the class, focussing on their fluency and expression. Students also 
explored non-fiction texts related to our unit of inquiry into weather phenomena. Students responded to texts by 
making connections as well as recalling facts and details in order. Focussed learning groups met students’ individual 
points of need. 
 
In Mathematics students have focused on addition. The basic number facts of doubles and pairs of numbers that add 
to ten must be memorised for quick mental calculation. Students then move on to strategies such as counting on 
from the biggest number, interpreting worded problems and proving their understanding with diagrams and 
equations. Students are also challenged to explain strategies verbally developing their meta-cognition. We have 
begun investigations into simple fractions by finding half of different shapes and explaining how their halves are 
exactly the same size. 
 
In Writing, students have been thinking creatively when writing their narratives. The Year 1 Team have used a range 
of different prompts such as magic doors and magic packages to help stimulate this creative thinking in our 
classrooms. Students have been advised to think about their characters, setting, problem and solution. They have 
also been planning their stories through the use of storyboards and referring to their 5 ws. The Year 1 students have 
also been practising their handwriting when referring to a range of different forms of poetry. These poems have 
linked to our Inquiry relating to weather and seasons. We have also been practising our spelling through a range of 
different spelling strategies. Students have been working with their spelling groups to collaborate and ‘have a go’ at 
their weekly spelling focus.   
 
In Inquiry students delved further into how clouds are formed by making a mini water cycle in a bag. They saw how 
rain breaks through the cloud by observing coloured water streaking through shaving foam. Students have made 
several trips outside to observe the clouds and made cloud pictures using cotton wool and cardboard to simulate 
cirrus, stratus, cumulus and nimbus clouds. 

 

 
 
 

Year 1s investigate how clouds are formed 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 
 
Year 3/4 Learning Snapshot 
 
In Numeracy we have been learning about chance and data. We have played warm up games related to this topic, 

like four corners. We have also done some tallying, rolling a dice with a partner and tallying the results. This gave us 

a better understanding of chance and data. Some students also created some questions to ask the class, for 

example, What is the chance of it raining today? In Numeracy, the 3/4s have also continued to learn about fractions. 

Placing fractions on number lines has been very tricky. I think our understanding of fractions has been improving. 

Written by Zeinab, Taos and Y-Lan.  

In Reading, we have all started book clubs. We are reading novels together and discussing our thinking. We have 

discussed questions to help us focus on important details while we are reading e.g. describe the setting related to 

major events. Write a descriptive paragraph or draw a map or diagram. Think about why the author decided on that 

time or place. We chose the books ourselves. Thanks to Cooper for helping out our Skateboard Dudes book club by 

bringing in his gear, showing us photos and clips, talking to 34F about skateboarding and giving us a demo.  

 

Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
 
In Maths, students have been investigating how connections can be made between measurement and decimals 

beyond thousandths. They have been applying measurement skills to develop maps of different spaces. Students 

have also been using their knowledge of decimals to converts units of measurement and applied different strategies 

to find the missing lengths in shape. 

 

In Reading, students have been exploring different types of words in a text and discussed the importance of having a 

good knowledge of word classes to better understand the text. Students have also discussed what they need to pay 

attention to when listening to a non-fiction text. They have applied their knowledge by looking for other ways in 

which words could be classified. 

 

In Writing, students have been exploring what a phrase looks like and how noun phrases are used in sentences to 

add meaning. They have been identifying examples of clauses and phrases and discussing how a deeper 

understanding of clauses and phrases help to develop writing skills. 

 

In Inquiry, students have been learning about the difference between physical and behavioural adaptations. They 

have investigated how animals adapt in different ways to survive in their environment. Students have also been 

exploring ‘biomes’ and how the conditions in each biome impact behavioural and physical adaptations. 

 

Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
Business & Economics 
As a provocation for this terms Inquiry: “Do our wants feed our needs?”. Students were given a paper clip and given 
the opportunity to trade up. Some of our students managed to trade up all the way to a floor lamp and even an 
iphone! A tent designed for the Arctic division to withstand gale force winds of around 270-300 kilometres per hour 
was set up last week in the Year 6 area. Could it withstand all of the Year 6 students inside? Students had the 
opportunity to ask Andrew King from One Planet about his business. Questions included: Do you make models of 
your products before you go into mass production? Do you reinvest into your company? How did you get the money 
for your first product? Students also learnt about Social Entrepreneurs.  
 
Inspired, students are busy creating their business plans for ideas such as the Burrito Holder, Inspirational origami, a 
breakfast delivery service, dog bandannas, scrunchies, earrings and more! Stay tuned! 
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Mathematics 
This term we are comparing costs by calculating percentage discounts and applying this knowledge by creating our 
own class party plans. We are also using our understanding of tenths, hundredths and thousandths to add and 
subtract decimal numbers. 
 
Reading 
We have continued to read for pleasure. We have been reading and exploring multimodal texts to understand the 
people in the audience and the behaviours that they have. By understanding the different types of people in our 
community, we can start to understand the people who we can approach to market our product/service. 
 
Writing 
Students are exploring what makes a successful pitch and are busy writing up their pitches for their business plan. 
They are thinking about how the vocabulary they use expresses meaning, feeling and opinion. They may even share 
their business pitch with you. 

 
 

School Swimming Program 

 

School Swimming Program   
New Arrangements for 2018 
 
Leading up to the 2018 school year, the Victorian Government implemented changes that impact on the provision of 
swimming programs as part of standard school curriculum. Included in these changes is funding provided to all 
Victorian Government schools to assist in providing a school swimming program. In 2018, Kensington Primary School 
received $6,300 as part of the Department’s Swimming In Schools initiative. Under the new funding model, the 
swimming funds allocated to the school must be used to supplement the cost of the ‘instruction’ component of the 
program. Parents will be charged for pool entry. All swimming activities will be conducted at the YMCA pool in 
Kensington. 

Notes outlining details of the swimming programs will be sent home next week. Parents will need to complete the 

Parent Consent and Medical Form and return it to the school together with payment by the due date indicated on the 

note. 

 
Year 1 to Year 5 Swimming Program (5 x 30 minute sessions) 
Date: Monday December 10th - Friday December 14th  
Using the funding received through the Department’s Swimming In Schools initiative, this year the students in Year 1-
5 will be involved in a 5 –day intensive swimming program provided by qualified swimming instructors. Swimming 
instruction will focus on the development of student’s swimming skills.  
 
 
Year 6 Water Safety, Rescue and Survival Activities  (2.5 hours)  
Date: Thursday December 6th and Friday December 7th 
 
Students in Year 6, who have already reached the required standard of being able to swim 50 meters, will be involved 
in water safety, survival and rescue activities. A differentiated instructional swimming program will be offered to Year 
6 students who are still developing and / or refining their swimming skills. These students will participate in the school’s 
5 day intensive swimming program focussing on direct swimming instruction and stroke development.  
 
 

Foundation students will not be involved in the swimming program this year.  
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Linda’s Goodbye 

Dear Kensington Primary School Community, students, staff, parents and friends, 
This year will be my last year of teaching. I will not be returning to KPS in 2019 
I have served here at Kensington Primary School for about half of my career, building strong people and a connected 

community through a high quality performing and visual arts 

programs. 
 

I know there are people here who value what I have offered in 

developing risk taking, courage and creativity. I very much appreciate 

your support, thankyou. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my work here and wish to let you all know 

that I am taking a “gap decade” as a “gap year” is not going to be long 

enough for all the dreams and challenges I wish to pursue. 2018 is my 

final year as a teacher.  

I hope to maintain the dear friendships we have developed over this 

17-year period. 

Warm regards Linda Weisser. 

 

 

Maths is everywhere….. 

Please consider completing at least one of these tasks at home. Bring the completed tasks back to school and put 

them in the box on the windowsill outside Fiona’s classroom. We will share some solutions in the next newsletter. 

Mandy from Mars has a friend from Saturn. He has 5 eyes, 6 arms, 3 legs, 18 fingers and lots of spots. What does he 

look like? What is his name? Create number sentences about him. 

What might you be doing at the following times? 

• 12 midday 

• 8.00 a.m. 

• 17.50 

I am thinking of a number where the digits go odd, even, odd, even, etc. When I add all the digits together, the total 

is 25. What could my number be? 

 

All tasks are © 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education HB1784 
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Assemblies 

Please note that for Term 4 our assemblies will be held every second Friday, this is due to the building works being 
continued in our school hall.  

Dates for the rest of the year; 

Friday 2nd November 
Friday 16th November 
Friday 30th November 
Friday 14th December 
Friday 21st December (final assembly for 2018) 
 

Student Medical Conditions 

If your child’s medical condition (information you have provided to the school) changes; i.e.  

- your child no longer suffers from a specific condition or ailment 

- requires a different dosage of medication or change of medication 

- does not require further medication 

- does not require further monitoring 

You are required to confirm ANY CHANGE with a letter from your doctor. It is imperative that the school has the 

most up to date record of your child’s medical requirements. We appreciate your assistance with this important 

matter.  

 

 

 

 

Request for Volunteers 

KPS Election Day Sausage Sizzle - Saturday, November 24 

The Fundraising Committee is seeking volunteers to help with the Election Day Sausage Sizzle as well 

the raffle and second hand book and cake stalls. 

If you are available for an hour or two (or longer!) to assist on Saturday November 24, between 

7.30am – approx. 2pm, please leave your details with the school office and a member of the 

Fundraising Team will be in touch. 

Many thanks in advance for your support!  - KPS Fundraising Team 
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Parents / carers in school grounds 

 
Could all parents / carers ensure they have exited the school in the morning by 9:00am.  If you are staying to help in 

the classroom or with the cooking and gardening program you must come to the office and sign in as a visitor.  Also 

please remember to leave the school by 3:45pm, as this is causing confusion especially in the afternoon when Big 

Childcare are trying to account for the children in care. 

 

Waterers needed please 

Currently waterers are needed to keep the KPS garden moist in these warmer months. 

Please let Sue Williams (sue.williams.au@gmail.com or 0418549612) know if you can 

assist in October, November or December. You can offer for just one day or do it 

regularly. The more people offering to help, the easier for all. Remember kids love 

getting wet so they may like to help out in the evenings or on weekends too!  All helps. 

As a reminder, Grubbies is the name for the group of parents who volunteer time and 

energy to provide an environment for the kids to be with chooks, grow plants including 

vegies, and learn to cook and eat well. If you would like to be on the Grubbies email 

address list, please send your details.  

Tania Provan (taniaprovan@me.com); Sue Williams (sue.williams.au@gmail.com) 
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Community News 

The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  

  

 

 

 

K 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KENSINGTON COLTS – JUNIOR BASKETBALL CLUB 

Kensington Colts Junior Basketball Club are recruiting girls for the Summer Season, starting October 20. 

Training is held on Monday nights at 5pm at Arden Street, and games are played on a Saturday morning at Whitten 

Oval, Footscray. 

The club is currently recruiting girls for U12- born in 2008/2009, and U14- born in 2006/2007. 

If interested, please contact Melissa Martin on 0412 773942 
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