
Kensington Primary School Newsletter 
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McCracken Street Kensington Vic 3031 

Phone: (03) 9376 6013  
www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au  E-mail: kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Care Program: 0432 830 856 

Principal: Bridget McLaughlin    Assistant Principal: Julie Stephens 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

March Fri 8th  Year 6 Interschool Sport v Ascot Vale PS - away 

 Mon 11th  LABOUR DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 Wed 13th   Harmony Day Sausage Sizzle orders due 

 Fri 15th 9:00am Year 6 Interschool Sport v MPW Blue PS - away 
Assembly 

 Tue 19th 7:45am 
5:00pm 

Finance Sub Committee Meeting 
Policy Sub Committee Meeting 

 Wed 20th 8:00am 
 
5:00pm 
5:30 – 7:30pm 

Facilities Sub Committee Meeting 
Harmony Day Sausage Sizzle Lunch for students 
Fundraising Sub Committee Meeting 
Harmony Picnic 

 Fri 22nd  
9:00am 

Ride2School Day 
Year 6 Interschool Sport v MPW Gold PS - home 

 Fri 29th  9:00am Year 6 Interschool Sport v Avondale Heights – 
away 
Assembly 

 Sat 30th 6:00pm onwards KPS Lawn Bowls @Flemington-Kensington Bowls 
Club 

April Mon 1st 6:00 – 7:00pm 
7:00 – 8:00pm 

Annual General Meeting – All welcome 
School Council 

 Wed 3rd    School Photo Day 

 Fri 5th  
1:30pm 

Assembly 
End of Term 1 

 Tue 23rd  Term 2 commences 

 Thu 25th  ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 

 

Did you know… 

 Next Monday the 11th March is a public holiday – no children to attend school. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

Dear Community Members of Kensington Primary, 

The feedback from the parent teacher meetings was incredibly positive. Parents that I spoke with reinforced the 

viewpoint conveyed from the 2018 parent Google survey as well as the parent forums, that parents wanted the 

opportunity to speak with their child’s teacher about their child.  At KPS there is a strong sense of community with 

parents, teachers and students all working together to ensure that students are understood, are challenged and are 

continuously learning. I would like to acknowledge the committed staff at Kensington Primary who support our 

students to grow academically and socially who develop positive relationships with the students and families so that 

we are all working together to ensure our students are active learners. As a school we are planning for the 

opportunities for parents to visit classrooms and see the learning in action. We have also introduced portfolios in 

which students will collect work samples. 

Portfolios show the cumulative efforts and learning of a particular student over time. They offer valuable data 

about student improvement and skill mastery. Along with student reflection, the work provides valuable 

information about how each student learns and what is important to him or her in the learning process. 

A portfolio is a record of a Kensington Primary School student’s involvement in their learning and a celebration of an 
‘engaged learner’. It provides a picture of each student’s progress and development over a period of time in the 
acquisition of essential knowledge and skills, the demonstration of positive attitudes and taking responsible action. 
It is a collection of learning experiences from a wide range of curriculum areas. The portfolio displays a wide range of 
teaching and learning strategies and tools undertaken by the student throughout their year of learning. Teachers and 
students have commenced collecting work samples which will be made available for parents and carers to view.  
 
School Council Elections 

School councils play a key role in Victorian government schools. Participating as a school council member is a 

rewarding and challenging experience. The school council supports the principal to provide the best possible 

educational outcomes for students. 

The school council has particular functions in setting and monitoring the school’s direction. 

School councils have three main responsibilities: 

 finance: overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records are kept of the 
school’s financial operation 

 strategic planning: participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan 

 policy development and review: developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect a school’s values and 
support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan. 
As you are aware School Council Elections are currently being held. Communication as to the voting process and the 

nominees has been shared with the community via The Office Update and emails. Please ensure you have followed 

the process and cast your vote by Thursday the 7th of March – 4.00pm. 

 

Follow Up from suggestions and questions from the principal morning tea 

A question was raised from the principal morning tea in regards to the signs indicating that bicycles and dogs are not 

permitted in the school grounds. We do request that dogs are not brought on to school grounds unless the dog is an 

assistance dog.  Schools are not public places and there is no general right to be on school premises.  We also ask 

that all bicycles are walked through the school grounds and are not wheeled through the foyer of the main building. 

We understand that parents enter via the Epson street entrance and exit via the McCracken Street entrance.  

I hope everyone enjoys the long weekend – Bridget  
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Mathematics Enrichment 

Recently students from grade 3 to 6 have completed a mini-math challenge called ‘Heads and Legs’.  The students 

were initially given a closed problem: On a farm that had chickens and pigs I counted 25 heads and 78 legs.  How 

many chickens were there?  After the students found the solution they were given an open task:  On another day I 

went to the farm a new fence had been built.  I counted 72 legs.  How many pigs and chickens could there be?  This 

question had many combinations which could be suggested as solutions using many different problem solving 

strategies.  Some of the examples of the students’ reasoning to the open task can be viewed below. 

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

 

 

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

  



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

 

Other Opportunities 

As part of our association with AMSI (Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute) and the CHOOSEMATHS program 

we have registered ten teams of grade 5-6 students in the CHOOSEMATHS student awards.  The students combine 

and collaborate in teams of 3 or 4 students to create a 3-5 minute video based on this year’s theme of ‘Maths Makes 

Everything Possible’.  The videos will be judged at school and 10 videos will be entered into the competition.  All the 

students will be encouraged to think about being part of a team. Although the year 3 and year 4 students cannot 

officially enter the awards they will be encouraged to create a video based on this year’s theme to be celebrated at a 

school level. 

 

The MAV Talent Quest; here entry is open to individuals, small groups or classes from Prep – 12 and are 
categorised into year levels from Prep to Year 9 with a combined year 10 -12 level.  The Maths Talent 
Quest is an open-ended mathematical investigation with your choice of topic.  Student projects may 
include creative writing about a mathematical concept, a poster or booklet presenting information in 
sequence with a clear indication of the mathematics involved or a media presentation. 

We can enter up to 6 entries, per level, per category. 

  

The AMT Maths Challenge is a problem-solving activity organised by the Australian Maths Trust (AMT), 
that is aimed at stimulating the mathematically interested students in their year level.  The module is 
designed for students in years 3–10 and is conducted over 3 to 4 consecutive weeks between March and 
early June (but the timing of 3 to 4 weeks is up to the school). This allows for flexibility in your schedule to 
cater for all students.  

The Challenge entry fees for 2019 are $18.50 per primary student.  (Price inclusive of GST for Australian 
schools).  Please let us know if you are interested in the Challenge. 

We will inform you of other opportunities as they become available.    Kim Rothman 
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Primary Mathematics and Science Specialists Initiative 
 

Our professional learning journey began in Week 5 with 3 intense days of knowledge that we have brought back to 

share with staff at KPS. The first day saw us immersed in the successes of the initiative, shared by program facilitators 

and teachers who have been involved in the program in recent years. 

The following day we had the opportunity to work with Dr James Russo and Emeritus Professor Peter Sullivan, both 

from Monash University. The pair discussed unpacking the Victorian curriculum and ways to engage all students in 

mathematics through problem solving. Both days left us feeling excited and inspired about the next two years and the 

growth that will be seen in both students and staff in the area of mathematics and numeracy. 

Below is an example of a Year 6 Problem that was shared with us, that could be adapted for younger students. Have a 

go with your child! Did you approach it differently? Discuss your thinking, did you use a similar strategy? 

 

We are inquiring into and planning for the actions we need to implement so that we build upon our teachers’ 

professional knowledge of best teaching practise in the domain of mathematics. We will be surveying both staff and 

students about their mathematics and numeracy learning, as well as attitudes and mindset. Staff will further unpack 

the Mathematics curriculum and developmentally appropriate assessment strategies. Students will be asked to 

identify challenges and engagement in the maths classroom. We will unpack this data with staff in order to inform our 

growth as a learning community. We look forward to communicating further information. 

 

Hayley Merat and Rachel Gurr 
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Harmony Day celebrations! 
 

Wednesday 20th March, 2019. 

* Lunchtime Sausage Sizzle. 

Orders due Wednesday March 13th. 

$5: sausage sizzle, fruit and Zooper Dooper. 

 

* Family Picnic 5:30 - 7:30pm, School grounds. 

Pack a picnic or pick up a takeaway and enjoy a casual evening to celebrate our community’s diversity. 

* Games and activities with Kay. 

* Dessert Bar: bring a dessert from your family or cultural background to share. 

* Face painting, balloon art and magician courtesy of Big Child Care. 

* Nail painting: gold coin donation. 

* Lucky Dip: $3 

* Drinks ($2/$1) and icy poles ($1) 

*** African Drumming and Dancing performance!!*** 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

If you can spare half an hour or a few hours, we would love your help at this event. 

# 10:00am – 2:00pm (or part thereof) during the day to prepare fruit, BBQ sausages and distribute to students for 

lunch. 

# 5:30-7:00pm:  nail painting (half hour shifts) 

#  5:30-7:30pm: drinks/icypole stall (half hour shifts) 

# dessert bar: supervision and serving. 

A Working with Children Check is required. 

Please contact Annie on 0408932280 or Marta via fundraising.kps@gmail.com  Or leave your details with the office 

with your availability. 

See you all there for a fun night.  - Fundraising Team. 

 

 

mailto:fundraising.kps@gmail.com
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National Ride2School Day – 22nd March 2019 
 

National Ride2School Day is where we get to celebrate active transport (or, 

perhaps try it for the first time!) On this day we will find out how many 

students arrived on active transport and after that, we hope to keep 

monitoring it through the year. 

Ride, walk, scoot or skate.  Even part-way is OK.  

On Friday March 22nd, we will have volunteers at the gates greeting you in the 

morning. Hopefully you'll be lucky enough to get a sticker.   

Remember, wear a helmet and bring a lock! 

 

Parent Class Reps 
 

Parent Class Reps organise parent / family get-togethers each term for their 

class / year level and promote attendance at school-wide events. If you would 

like to become a class rep, please contact Marta at mws.kps@gmail.com for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:mws.kps@gmail.com
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Fundraising 
 

The KPS Lawn Bowls Night is planned as a fun evening for parents to welcome new families into the school 

community and to provide parents with a venue for an informal catch up. 

 
No bowling experience necessary - members from the Bowls Club will be on hand to run everyone through the rules 
of the game and give tips. 
 
Bowlers can team up in groups of up to 4. Teams less than four are very welcome and will be buddied up with other 
smaller teams on the night. 
 
The fundraising team have organised plenty for bowlers and non-bowlers alike, including Wii Games, a raffle and 
gold coin games. 
 
It is part parent get-together, part fundraiser and a whole lot of fun! 
 
Tickets and snacks/BBQ pre-orders are available now via QKR – selling fast! 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  

MOONEE VALLEY SCHOOLS NETWORK 
 

2018 Year 7 Secondary School EXPO 

Wednesday, 20th March  2019  

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

In the Gym at Moonee Ponds West Primary School 

 150 Athol Street Moonee Ponds 
         

All Grade 4, 5 & 6 children and their parents/carers are invited to attend the 2019 Year 7 

Secondary School EXPO to learn more about our local Secondary Schools. 

Buckley Park College 

Mount Alexander College  

Essendon Keilor College (East Keilor and Niddrie Campuses) 

Rosehill Secondary College  

Strathmore Secondary College 

These schools will have displays and information handouts for interested families, plus personnel 

to talk to you and answer any questions you may have. The format is informal, so you are free 

to visit whichever display you wish to, any time between 4.00pm and 7.00pm.  

We look forward to your attendance. 

For further enquiries ring 8331 0100.    
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JJ Holland Park Play Space renewal  

Share your views 

The City of Melbourne is designing a new space for play in JJ Holland Park.  Based on what you’ve told us we’ve now 

developed a concept plan for the play space. 

The new play space design includes lots of different play opportunities, it will also better connect with existing park 

facilities, including the basketball half-court, picnic and BBQ areas, and will offer more shade trees. 

Information Sessions 

You can view an interactive display of the new play space and provide feedback on our website at 

https://participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/hollandpark 

You can also view an interactive display provide your feedback in person at JJ Holland park at two information 

sessions at the existing playground on: 

Thursday 14 March, 9am to 10.30am 

Tuesday 19 March, 3pm to 4.30pm 

We want to hear from you. Share your ideas on the play space by 1 April 2019 

at https://participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/hollandpark   For further information on the project, contact ph  

9658 9658. 
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