
Welcome to Year 2
VISION: 

To be a safe and caring community who  learn and grow together, to 
make a difference for us and our world.

Elise Andrew
Scott Hoatson
Liz Howes



Big Aims

To develop student independence and promote ownership of 
individual learning progress (Learning Goals). 

To ensure Learning GROWTH for every individual. 

To create a safe and caring learning environment where students 
are motivated and challenged to achieve their goals. 



Timetables

Your child will paste a copy of their Term 1 timetable into the front of the school 
diary this week.

2E

Monday Library

Tuesday Music

Wednesday

Thursday Art

Friday Indonesian and PE

2L

Monday Library

Tuesday

Wednesday Indonesian and Art

Thursday

Friday PE and Music

2S

Monday Library

Tuesday

Wednesday Art

Thursday PE

Friday Indonesian and Music



Communication

New school protocols are that all email correspondence is through the school email. Please be aware of this if you have 
previously contacted your child’s teacher vie their edumail.

kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Messages may also be left in student reading diaries.

We will endeavour to respond as soon as possible but please allow two working days.

During the period 8.50 - 9.00 teachers are available to briefly check in or discuss any concerns during this time. For 
more in-depth concerns appointments may be arranged before school Monday - Friday or after school Monday or 
Thursday.

Please don’t hesitate to get in contact with us - particularly if you have a question or a concern. That way we can do 
something about it. 



Parent Help

We welcome parent help for incursions, excursions and classroom activities. Please contact 
your child’s teacher if you would like to be involved. 

Please ensure that you have a current Working With Children Check. 



Inquiry Big Ideas

In Inquiry sessions this year students will lead their 
own learning as they direct their investigations into 
different topics. Teachers will act as facilitators and 
assist students in independent and collaborative inquiry. 
Our ‘Big Ideas’ this year are:

Term 1: Materials change, combine and have different 
sources and uses.

Fabulous Fun Friday is a hands-on Inquiry session to 
help students deeply understand the Big Idea.



Inquiry Big Ideas

Term 2: The features and adaptations of animals 
according to their environments.

Term 3: Geography - The significance of places and 
how we map and navigate them.

Term 4: Earth sciences - How we observe changes in 
the world.



Incursions and Excursions

Term 1

Chemical Science

2 Incursions based around our science inquiry

Term 2

Science: Biology

Zoo/Farm - to be determined - student voice



“How was school today?”







Alternate questions -

Who did you play with at recess?

What’s something you were proud of today?

What’s the most interesting thing your teacher said today?

Was there anything you wish you had at school today that you didn’t?

What was the funniest thing someone said at lunch?





Guidelines for Year 2

“The current evidence and research shows that the quality of Home Learning assigned 
is likely to be more important than the quantity. Research has established that Home 
Learning has a positive effect on learning, particularly at the middle and secondary 
school levels (Xu, 2010; Zimmerman & Kitsantas, 2005). 

● Complements learning at school
● Not corrected
● Encourages autonomy and responsibility 



Guidelines for Year 2

Year 1 and 2 

● Reading: 10 minutes of reading to, with or by parents/guardians and revision of high 
frequency words. 

● Spelling: Words from students’ own writing or high frequency words. 

●Mathematics: Number facts to 10 and activities from the Maths Home Learning Matrix. 

● Other Activities: for example, preparing Inquiry Show and Tell, projects or bringing 
special items to school. 

Total: 20 minutes per day. 



Other ideas!

● PLAY!
● Show and Tell - Artefacts
● Numeracy - Lego, Cooking, Money, Mathletics
● Literacy - Reading Eggs/Eggspress, Instructions, Writing for meaning - lists, 

cards, letters, emails etc.



DOJO





Google Classroom

- Google Classroom: an exciting tool for student learning and assessment
- Secure information
- Each student has a Google Apps for Education account
- Google Classroom is used to complement traditional learning of literacy, 

numeracy and Inquiry 
- Student logins will be sent to all parents to enable home access   



Developed specifically for Kensington Primary School, based on student feedback and Attitudes to School Survey. The 
program aims to set the tone for the year of learning. 

Key concepts during the first two weeks of school included:

● Great expectations: unpacking and developing our understanding of the KPS vision and what it means to be a 
great learner.

● Values
● Growth Mindset
● Building connection within the classroom. 

Kensington Kick Off



Growth Mindset

The Growth Mindset is the idea that abilities and intelligence can develop and improve 
with practice.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zrtHt3bBmQ

It means:

- Seeing challenges as opportunities to learn
- Seeing effort as the path to success
- Persisting in the face of setbacks
- Learning from mistakes and trying again. 



BOUNCE BACK
B Bad	times	don’t	last.	Things	get	better.	Stay	optimistic.

O Other	people	can	help	if	you	talk	to	them.	Get	a	reality	check.

U Unhelpful	thinking	makes	you	feel	more	upset.

N Nobody	is	perfect	- not	you	and	not	others.

C Concentrate	on	the	positives	(no	matter	how	small)	and	use	laughter.

E Everybody	experiences	sadness,	hurt,	failure,	rejection	and	setbacks	sometimes.	They	are	a	normal	part	of	life.	Try	not	to	personalise	
them.

B Blame	fairly	– how	much	of	what	happened	was	because	of	you,	how	much	was	because	of	others	and	how	much	was	because	of	bad	luck
or	circumstance?

A Accept	the	things	you	can’t	change,	but	try	to	change	what	you	can	first.

C Catastrophising	makes	your	worries	worse.	Don’t	believe	the	worst	possible	picture.

K Keep	things	in	perspective.	It’s	only	one	part	of	your	life.



Curriculum

Planning based on Victorian Curriculum and Student Learning Data. 

5 hours of reading, writing and maths instruction each week. 

4 specialist classes per week. Art, Music, PE, Indonesian 

The fortnightly Learning Snapshots provide updates about what we have been learning in each of these areas. Please 
read them in the newsletter. 



Goal Setting in Year 2

As a whole school all teachers work with individual students to set relevant learning goals.

Goals are set from assessment data, teacher feedback and student reflection.

Students will be supported to take ownership of knowing their goal, and will develop skills 
in providing evidence of goal achievement. 

Talk with your child/ children about their goals and how you can support them.



Learning Conference Example

Each student is given a goal sheet for Reading, Writing, Maths and 
personal goals. 

Students identify their own goals by reflecting on their work and self-
assessing, with support from the teacher if necessary. 

Students highlight the goal they are currently working on. Once it has 
been achieved, they colour in a face.

Students then bring evidence of their goals  



Assessment

Teachers use both formal and informal tasks to observe, monitor and evaluate the needs 
of the students in their care.

Teachers when collaborating in teams on a weekly basis ask the following questions 
when planning for teaching and learning each week.

● What do we want our students to learn?
● How will we know if they have learned it?
● How do we respond if students do not understand?
● How do we extend and enrich learning for the students who show confident understanding?



Q and A

We will endeavour to answer your questions during the next 5 minutes. Teacher will be in 
classrooms after this presentation to answer anymore of your questions. 



Thanks

Thanks for coming and for your 
support as a partner in your 

child’s learning journey. 


