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. How to enrol your child in Foundation (Prep)
Starting primary school is an exciting time for you and your child.

If your child is tuming 5years old by 30 April 2027, they are eligible to start school in 2027. Schooling is
compulsory once your child turns 6 years old.

In V‘lc’mﬁa, every child has the right to attend their designated neighbourhood gavernment schoal (your ‘local
schoaf), as satoutin the Education and Traiaing Reform Act 2006.

The Victarian government supports school choice. This means that you can apply to schools other than your
local school. Schools will consider your apolication in line with the department’s Placement Policy and offer
enrolment if there are available places. The department's Placement Policy does not apply o schools with
specific entry criteria, including specialist schoals and English language schoals.

This information pack outlines when and how to enrol your child in Foundation at a govemment primary
schoal far the 2027 school year and guides you through the process.

If you wish for your child to attend a non-govemment schoal (Cathalic or independent), please contact the
schools directly for their enrolment processes. For information abaut enrolling in a govermnment speciafist
school, please visit: vlc.qow‘aulhow—choose-schopl-and-enrol,

What you need to do
4. Fingl your local school
Visit v, indmyschoolvic.qov.au to find your local government primary school or nearby schools.
2. Contact the scheol

Contact the primary school to book an aptional school tour. Confirm whether the school will be using the
online enrolment (VisShudents) or paper-based enrolment process. This information will be avaitable
through the schoal's wabsits.

3, Submit your enroiment application

Subrmit an anrolment application by Friday 34 July 2028, sither online via VicStudents ot using the
paper-based application form, depending on the school's process. For schoals uging the paper-based
process, the application farm is available at the end of this pack.

4. Recsive and choose to accept an outcoime

vou will be notified of the outcome of your application via emall between Monday 3 August and
Friday 14 August 2026, [f you raceive an offar, you should accept the offer by Friday 28 August 2028.

5, Prepars for your child's transition to s¢hool

Take part in student wansition sessions during Term 4, 2028, which will be organised by the school.
Your child will start Foundation on Thursday 28 January 2027. Far further information, visit:
httﬂ:fhwm.\t'tc.uov.auitransition—school-resourcas—farnilies,

Mare information
Contact a government primary school if you need further information or support. Below are some useful links:

s Find my School - findmyschaal.vic.aov.atl

o Information on school zones - vie.gov.aulschaol-zones

» Enrolling in Foundation (Prep) — vie.aov.aufenrolling-foundation-pren

a  Enrolling in scheol —\Jic.qou.auihow—ch-aoss—sc‘noa|—and-enrol

s Disability and inclusive education — uic‘uou.au!disabi!iﬁv-anci—Inolusive—educaﬁon

» Department of Education contact ~ Gall 1800 338 663 or email: enquiries@education.vic.gov.au
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Foundation (Prep) enrolment timeline 2026-27

All Victorian govemmert primary schools (including P-12 schoals) follow a statewide Foundaﬁgn (Prep)
enralment timeline. The timeline provides key dates to apply and enrol your child into Foundation for the 2027
school year,

2026 Pates' ? i W_ha't»dc'parentsfcal‘ers‘in‘eed;t‘f;do?

Term 1; Tuesdy 27 Jnuary (students start 28 Jan uary) - Thursday 2 April 2026

Terms 1 and 2, 2028 * Attend school tours organised by primary schaals (optional).
By Thursday 2 April *  School zones for the 2027 school year are available. You can find your
2026 local school at www findraysehoal.vic.dov.au.

Term 2: Monday 20 April - Friday 26 June 2026

From Monday 20 April * From the start of Term 2, complete and submit your child’s application —

2026 glther online (VicStudanis parial) or using the Application Form, which is
available in this pack (below),

Term 3: Manday 13 July ~ Friday 18 September 2026
| By Friclay 31 July 2026 *  Submityour completed application to the govemment primary school py

Friday 31 July 2026.

Between Monday 3 *  Primary schools will notify you in writing of enrolment outcomes during this
August and Friday 14 periad.
August 2026 »  [fyourenrolment application is not suceessful, and you beliave you have

L sohool wehpage.
By Friclay 28 August ° Confirm acceptance of your child’s place hy completing the required
2028 steps included in the enrolment offer,

s Ifyou intend to appeal, submit a written appeal to the primary school py_
Eriday 28 August.

[ By Friday 11 September | ©  Primary schaols will notity you in writing of appeal outcomes,

202¢ * Wyourappeal is successtul, vou must complete an enrolment form to

confirm acceptance.

By Friday 18 September | o If your appeal to the school is unsuccessiul, and you believe your appeal
2025 has not been adequately considered, you may lodge a written appeal fo tha
relevant Department of Education Regional Director. For regional offica

details, email ep c;LTirIes_@eduQa'tion.vic.gov.au.
°  Awritten appeal to the Regional Director must be submitted by Friday 18

September.
Term 4: Monday 5 October Friday 18 Deacember 2024
Term 4, 2028 ¢ Attend transition sessions hested by primary schaols,
By Friclay 6 November *  [fyou have lodged an appeal with the Regional Director, the region will
2028 notify you in writing of the Outcome by this date, This only applies to appeals
received by the closing date of Friday 18 September.
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‘Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

Online Enraiment (VicStudents}

« Some government primary schoals will use the VicStudents portal, the department’s new online
enrolment system, for Foundation (Prep) enrolmants in 2026.

s Before applying, please check the school's website or cantact the school directly to confirm how you
should submit your application.

Applying to a government primary school
1. When should my chikl start primary school?

Your child must be & ysars old by 30 April in the year that they start school. Schooling is compulsary for children
who have turned 6 years old.

2. What happens If | miss the application cue data?

We encourage families to follow the statewids enralment imeline (see page 4), as this helps schoals plan classes,
staffing and transition activities to support a smooth start to schaol for all children.

While you are asked to submit an enrolment appiication by Friday 31 July 2028, late applications will still be
accepted from familizs who may have missed the enralment tirneframe, movad o a new permanent residence or
have newly arrived in Victoria, Applications submiltted after this date will be managed by the primary school as
they are received, in accordance with the department's Enrolrrent Policy.

3. Who canl contact for help with gnrolment?

Contact the primary school you want o apply to directly. Tne Transiion Coardinator, Enrolment Officer or Principal
can help you with any questions you may have about the enrolment process.

4. What 17 1 want to apply to 2 non-goyermm ent (Gatholic or Ind spendsnt) schooi?

[f you wish to enrol at a Catholic or independent (non-gavermment) primary school, you must follow a different
enrolment process. You can find more information on the following wabsites:

e Catholic schools: vcea.cathaﬁc-.eclu.au}choasiriq-a—cathcﬂiﬂ-sci’mIf’
s Independent schools: s vic.edy.aufindependant-schoals/

Forms, documents and spacial circumstances

5. Dolnead to complete both an application form and an enrolment form?

In most cases, yes — you will complete an application form first, and an enrolment form later if your child
is offered a place and you accept it.

The application form is used to apply fora place ata school. [t allows the school to check whether your
child is eligible to enral. You may ba askead to provide proaf of your address when you apply, and you can
submit application forms to more than one school.

¥ vour child is offered a place and vou choose to accept it, the school will then ask you o complete an
enrolment form. This form confirms your accepiance of the offer for the 2027 school year and collecis
the personal and health information needed to finalise your child's enrolment for Foundation af this school.
You should only complete an enrolment form for the school your child will attend.

In sorne cases, a school may ask you to complete an enrolment form instead of an application form. The
school will let you know what form you need to complete.

5. What documents do | nead to enrol my child?

Schools may ask for different documents at different stages of the enrolment process.

R “ ¢ E e allaa




When 'you apply for a place, the school may ask for documents to confirm:

» your child’s home address, and/or
*  your child's Australian residency status.

¥ your child is offered a place and you accept it, the school will ask for additional documents to finalise
enrolment.

These may Include:

» evidence of your child’s name and date of birth (for example, a birth certificate or passport),
* an Immunisation History Statement, and
* any relevant supporting documents, such as medical plans, court orders or care arrangements.

Schoals will let you know exactly which documents are required and when to provide them. You do not
need to provide original documents; copies can be provided in person ar digitally. For more information,
you may rafer to the: Enrolment documentation checklist for parents and ear s (DOCX

7. Who can sign the application and enrolmant forms?

Where practical, all parents/carers with legal responsibility for a child should sign the application form and/or
enralment form.

Forthe purposes of these forms, a parent or carer may include:

*  the parents as set out on the child’s birth certificate (unless varied by a court order)
* the parents described in a court order
«  an informal carer, with a statutory declaration.

Where it is not possible for parenis/carers to sign the same form, please lst the schoal know. The school can
arrange for separate forms to be campleted if needed,
8. How do | register my child for homa schooling in 20277

Far information on hore schooling, visit the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority website at
htlps:x’/wmwz.vm&vi:c.qo&.aiwr@qister'-homeeducata

3 Whers can | find information about enrctment for international students?

If you are a parent/carer of a child holding a fee-liable visa (for example, a dependant, temporary or bridging
visa) yau should apply for enrolmant in a gavernment school through the Infemational Student Prograrm
(I8P) at study.vie.gov.au or apply directly to non-government {Catholic or Independent) schools.

International students halding fee-exempt visas should submit their application to a government school
directly.

If you have any further questions regarding international student enrolments, ar wish to confirm whether your
child's visa is fee-liable or fee-exempt, you can find further information at study.vic.gov.ay, or you can contact

the Department of Education's International Education and Partnierships Division directly at
international@educa%ion.vfc.qﬂv.au.

10. My child has a disability. How can | ensure their primary schoo! wil] suppori them?

available, This can help the school plan for a smooth transition and ensure the right supports are in pla
the start. You also have the option to seek enrolment for yourchild at a government specialist school for st
with disability (see question below).

More information about disability support, inclusive education and your child's rights is available at:
uic.qw.a-u.fdisahilitv~ancf-inciusive-ed ucation.
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L ocal schaols and school zones
11. What is a designated neighbourhood school {local school)?
Your local school is generally the government school closest to your child's permanent residential address.

For children living in metropalitan Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo or Geelong, thelr local school is usually the
nearest governmant schoal in a straight line from their permanent address. If you live in another area, it is
usually the nearast school by the shortest practical route by road.

For mora information, please visit: vic.qov.aulschool-zones

12. 1s my child guaranteed a place at their local school?

Yes, the Edugation and Training Reform Act 2006 guarantees your child a place at their local school. This means,
if your child lives within the school zone, they must be offered a place when seeking enrolment.

13. How can | find my local primary school and other schools nearby?

Find your local schaol on the Find my School website by following the steps below:
1. Enter findmyschool.vic.gov.au inta your browser.
2. Enter your parmanant address undar ‘Enter your address o get started’.
3 Select2027 under ‘Enrolment year'. School zones for 2027 will be available by 2 April 2026,
4. SelectPrimary under ‘School type'.

The map will then show your address, your lacal school and, on the left, the contact dstails for the school. If
you scroll down, it will alzo show you the five closest schogls to your address. You can also search by school
rame undar ‘Search for schoof’.

14. My property sits across two or mofé school zones. Which is my local sehool?

if your praperiy siis across riultiple zones or Is intersected by a school zons boundary, then your child has the
right to attend any of these schools. _

15. 1y chikl has multiple addresses, how is their local school decided?
I your child lives at more than one address, their permanant address is the place at which they spend most
of their weekdays.

If your child spends an equal amount of time at multiple addresses, you can chooss any of these addresses
as their permanant address when apolying to a primary schaol. However, this does not tnean that your enild
can be enralled at and attending multiple schools, rather you are entitled to anrol in one local school of your
chosen addrass.

For more information and help to determine your acldress for enralment, visit: vic.gov.au/how-choess-
school-and-eniol.

16. What atlclress do t use if l am moving, or intend to move to a differant address?

You should complete the application form using your child's current permanent address. [f you intend to move 1o
2 naw address with your child, you must only use that address for enrokment once they are living at the new
address permanently. You may only enrol at another local school using the new permanent address when your
child is living thers, subject to verification of your child's permanent address.

For more information, please see. vic.crov.auihow-choose—school-and—anrol.




How enrolment decisions are made

17. How do schoals decide which applications are accepted?

All government primary schools use the Placement Policy to manage enralments by:
s setling aut the legal right for students to enrol at thelr local schaol

*  providing schools guidance on how ta prioritise students outside their school zone, when they have
limited places available (the priority arder of placement).

The priority order of placement only applies where parents/carers are seeking enrolment in a schoal other
than their childs local schoal, and where that schaol does not have sufficient aceommadation to offer places
to all who apply for entry. The priority order of placement is set out in question 18,

The department's Placement Palicy does not apply to schools with specific entry criteria, including speciafist
schools, English language schools, select entry schools or community schools.

In exceptional circumstances, a child may be enrolled in a schoal based on compassionate grounds. This is
an overarching consideration and does not form part of the priotily order of placement.

18. How are applications from outside the school zone prioritised?

Whers schiools cannot offer place to all children who live outside their schaol zons, schaols will prioritise
out-ol-zone applications using the following priority order of placement:

1. students with a sibling at the same permanent address who are attending the school at the same
time

2. all other students in order of closeness of their home to the school,

In exceptional circumstances, a child may be enrolied in a school based on cornpassionate grounds. This Is

&n overarching consideration and does not form part of the priority order of placement. For further information
on compassionate grounds, refer to question 24 below.,

Supported inclusion schools have local enrolment policies that enable them fo offer priority enrolment to out-
of-zone students who mest specialist enrolment criteria. To find your nearest Specialist or Supported Inclusion

Schoal, go to the Find my School website and follow the steps set out in question 13 (above) and select
‘Specialist’ under school type,

18. 1 can see that siiolings are priovitisad for envolment. How is a sibling defined?
The definition of a sibling reflects modern family living arrangements. It includes, but is not limited to:
»  both younger and older siblings
®  step-siblings living togethsr at the same permaneant address

»  students living togsther at the same permanent address as part of statutory out-of-home care
arrangernents, including foater care, kinship care, residsntial care and permanent care

*  students permanently living together in one residence as part of multiple family cohabitation,

Application outcomes and appeals

20. Howr do I accept my child’s Foundation enrolment offer?

Schools will send offers betwean Monday 3 August and Friday 14 August 2028, You wil
from each schoal you have applied to, indicating whether the schaal is able to offer your chi
offer will include instructions o how to aiccept the offer,

If you receive multiple offers, you must only accept one. You will then need to contact the schools your child
will not be attending to let them know you are dedlining their offer.

receive a notification
Id & place or not. The
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If you have applied online through the VieStudents portal, you will be notified of the outcomes of your
application through the partal. You will have to accept one offer for your preferred school and decline any
other offer(s) accordingly.

24, What happens if | receive a latier saying my application was unsuccessiul?

Your unsuccessful lefter will include the next steps, including contacting your local school or nearby
government schaools to submit another application if required,

If your application was unsuceessful, you can lodge an appeal (see question 23).
22. What happens if our address changes after my child's application has baen accepted?

You must contact the primary school that offered your child a place @s soon as passible to inform them of your
updated address. [f your new address is out of zons, the offer may be withdrawn. In this instance, you will nesd
to contact your new local school or other government schoals to seek enrolment.

If your ehild has been offerad a place on sibling grounds the offer will remnain unchanged, so long as both
siblings continue to share @ permanent address and will attend the school at the same time.
23, Can 1 appeal the decision if my application Is unsu ccessiul?

If a government sehool decides not to offer your child a place, and you believe you have gppropriate grounds
to appeal the decision, yot can submit an appeal ta the school.

You may appsal a school's decision not to enrol your child on the following grounds:
s compliance with the priority order of placement
s permanent address

s compassionaie grounds

For mere infarmation about the appeal process, refer to the Appeals information pack for parents and carers
(DOGX and PDE), available on the Enroling In schaol Weposda.







