
Year 5/6 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Students have been focusing on 
the comprehension strategy of 
inferring, specifically identifying 
the tone and mood of an author’s 
writing and looking into whose 
point of view a narrative is told 
from. They have learnt to identify 
different viewpoints within the 
texts they are reading. We have 
been reading The Ickabog, by J.K 
Rowling as a class, using this as a 
modelled exemplar when 
unpacking these skills. 

 

Tone and Mood 
Students have been learning about how 
authors use both tone and mood to 
support the reader with understanding 
the theme and purpose behind their 
writing.  
 
WHAT IS TONE? A definition we have 
discussed... 
Building tone in writing is a way of 
expressing feelings and attitudes that 
will influence the way a reader feels 
about the characters and events in a 
text.  
 
Students have been learning that by 
organising words in a particular way 
you can create an emotional response 
in a reader. They have focused on 
identifying specific vocabulary that the 
author has chosen to set the tone of 
their writing. 
 

 

Point of View 
Students have been exposed to a 
range of narratives and within these 
we have explored the difference 
between first person, second person 
and third person narration. We have 
established that many of these 
narratives are told from different 
points of view. Who is telling a story 
and from what perspective, is an 
important choice an author makes.  
We are beginning to explore how 
story told from a different point of 
view can completely transform and 
change the readers' understanding. 

 

 
Writing 

Students are currently working through the Writer’s Cycle in the Pre 
Write and Drafting stages. We have been exploring and unpacking 
different narrative structures and have been working on Developing our 
characters and plotlines. When planning for their historical narratives, 
students have been referring to their mood boards that they created. 
The classroom teachers have been completing the writing process 
alongside the students; here is an example of the planning we have 
been creating together.  
 
Setting: On a rickety boat sailing through  the murky ocean  
When: 2010, winter 
Where: On the sombre ocean 
Major characters: A refugee child chasing freedom and peace  
Minor characters: Village residents, childhood friend Jamilla, mother, 
siblings, other refugees on the boat 
 

Mood Boards  

 

 
 



Plot line/Problem: The main character is escaping her war torn village 
to chase freedom with her single mother and baby sibling. The journey 
is rough, cold and unknown.  
 
Event 1 Flashback to when and how things changed in the village 
Event 2 Detailed experience of the boat journey and development of 
the character  
Event 3 Arriving to an unknown location that is cold and not welcoming  
 
Outcomes/ resolutions: 

 The long boat journey seems to be a symbol of peace and 
journey towards freedom for the character, her family and 
other refugees on the boat. 

 The refugee child character develops a friendship with another 
refugee child on the boat who is supportive. 

 The boat docks to an unknown, dank and cold island that does 
not look like freedom or peace.  

 

 

Writing Planning  
 

 

 

Writer’s Notebook 
Student’s created Character Profiles to support their 
narratives.  
 

 

 

 



Numeracy 

Students have been engaging in a Fractions and Decimals unit of work, designed 
to support each of their points of need. Students are working on a range of self 
selected tasks practising the four mathematics proficiencies of understanding, 
fluency, problem solving and reasoning. Each student has an individual goal in 
one of these areas. They complete tasks alongside their classmates and have an 
opportunity to ‘prove’ their understanding to their teacher.  
 
Some of the key skills we are focusing on are: 

 
 Modelling fractions 
 Investigating equivalent fractions 
 Counting and ordering fractions 
 Recognising fractions and decimals 
 Adding and subtracting fractions with like or unlike denominators 
 Understanding place value of hundredths and beyond 
 Comparing and ordering decimals 
 Add and subtract decimals 
 Finding a fraction of a quantity 
 Converting between fractions, decimals and percentages 
 Multiplying and dividing fractions and decimals 

 
Big Question 
 
Students have been undertaking a range of case studies to 
broaden their knowledge and understanding of different 
leaders in the world, past and present. We are working through 
the ‘finding out’ phase of the Inquiry Cycle and initially students 
explored past leaders and more recently we have been looking 
at contemporary leaders such as Baschar Houli and Taylah 
Harris, two AFL players who are breaking ground and leading 
change in the football community. Students have been 
explaining how leaders use their voice to make change and are 
beginning to gather their understanding of the attributes of a 
good leader. 
We were lucky enough to have Dr Kudzai, Tasimba’s mother 
visit the grade 5/6 students to discuss her experience as a health care worker. This was a fantastic opportunity to see 
how everyday people are leading change in their fields. Students were able to identify skills required to be a doctor 
which facilitated a rich discussion around the traits of a good leader. 

Spanish: In Spanish, we have been learning about food. Target vocabulary includes salad, vegetables, rice, bread, 
chicken, soup, pork chop, icecream, steak and dessert. Students have been guided to build a dialogue around 
ordering food. 

Music: In Music, students listened to a sea shanty and learned how to arrange a percussion accompaniment for it. In 
rehearsal and performance they worked on keeping in time, negotiating with peers and creating interesting beats to 
suit the song. 

Physical Education: In P.E we are practising all our footy skills such as handballing, marking and kicking and 
combining them with a game of AFL Recreational Football. Students are using football terminology and exploring the 
different positions on a football field such as forwards, mid fielders and backs. 

Art: In Art, the Year 5/6s have explored exaggeration and distortion by creating human heads that have features that 
reflect these themes. The human heads have taken on a slightly monstrous and mythical appearance, which has lead 
us to our next investigation - gargoyles. Students have begun to research and design their final clay pieces through 
researching the history of the statues and presenting 2D sketches. 
 


