
Year 4 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

In Reading, students have been working on making inferences on character traits using a fictional text. They learnt 
about the difference between a character trait and character feelings. Students inferred the traits of different 
characters and explained what these traits taught them about the character. They used clues from the text and their 
prior knowledge to justify their inferences.  

The Year 4’s worked on using non-fiction texts to form an opinion on the believability and authenticity of a text. They 
needed to think critically about the information being presented and think about what it was telling them. Students 
then formed opinions on different texts using their prior knowledge to agree or disagree with the information 
presented. They used evidence from the text to help back up their opinion. 

 

Writing 

In Writing students have been developing their understanding of narrative writing through the mystery genre. 
Students used graphic organisers to plan the structure (title, introduction, events, complication, solution and ending) 
and language features (action verbs, past tense and connectives) of a narrative. Students developed the ability to 
incorporate topic specific vocabulary when writing. Students developed their ability to use Tier two words 
(vocabulary that appears frequently across content areas) and Tier three (low frequency words that occur within 
specific genres) to improve the quality of their narrative. 

 
 
Numeracy 

Big Question 

In Big Question, students have been ‘tuning in’ to our big question of ‘What is worth saving’. They wrote a ‘first 
thinking’ around what makes something living and something non living. Students investigated a range of things such 
as animals, plants, rocks, honey, car, chair and identified whether they fell into the category of living or non living. 



They identified what these things need to survive and what happens to them over time. Students explored the 
school yard and came up with a list of living and non living things that are around them everyday. 

 

 

Music/Performing Arts 

Year 3 and 4 students will be focusing on drama this term. They began cooperatively by exploring ways of 
improvising using mime and group ‘still images’ or freeze frames. They used their gestures, facial expressions and 
body shapes to capture the emotion of a particular moment or memory.  

Visual Arts 

Year 3 and 4 students will be focusing on the area of printing this term. Students  have begun to explore colour 
mixing and creating texture using gel plates and various tools such as stencils and stamps to play with the printing 
process. In line with the Big Question - What is worth saving?, we will be looking at using art that celebrates 
Australia’s unique flora and fauna, using a style inspired by Henri Matisse. *Can I remind parents/carers that 
students need to bring an Art Smock to class this term. Thanks :) 

 


