
Year 5/6 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Throughout home learning and continued back at school, students have been learning how to analyse and critique the 
texts they read. We have been using mentor texts by author’s such as Shaun Tan to analyse. Students have been 
encouraged to think about the following:: 

• What did you notice about how the author told the text? 
• What was the author’s purpose of constructing this text?  
• How did the author make the information interesting? 
• How do you feel about the text? 
• How do you feel about the text (topic) now compared to when you first started reading it?  
• How qualified was the author to inform us on this topic? 

Students have explained that analysing a text is breaking it down and digging deep for further meaning. When we 
critique, we are thinking about the choices the author has made and explaining why we think they have been effective 
or not. They have been comparing the impact of text structures and features on the reader. This week particularly, we 
have been comparing different texts by the same author. 

 

 

 

 
Writing 

Students have been exploring a range of poetry. Each session begins with ‘poet talk’ where we spend time discussing 
poets throughout history. We look at their background, writing influence and some samples of their poetry. Students 
have looked at the structure and features of limericks, haiku, free verse, ballads, sonnets and shape. To strengthen 
their understanding of poetry they have been comparing these different types looking for the following: - 

• What are the features of this poem?  
• What Language choices has the author made? 
• Is there any; 

o figurative language 
o descriptive language 
o sensory language 

• What is the Structure? 
• What is the sound and tone? 
• Is there a rhythm (Is there a meter?) 
• How does punctuation support the poems? 

Throughout the open writing cycle and in their Writer’s Notebook, students have begun writing some of their own 
poetry, following what they now know about the structure and features of poetry. This writing will be collated into a 
5/6 anthology. 



   

 
Numeracy 

While learning from home students looked at the times of the Olympics events to demonstrate their knowledge of 
reading time and elapsed time. We revisited reading time in a 12 hour and 24 hour format, converting between these 
and created timetables which also showed elapsed time.  
 
Back at school, we have been learning about locations and directions by brainstorming directional language and giving 
and following directions. Following on from this students have been introduced to coordinate systems such as a grid 
reference system and Cartesian Plane. We have been practising reading coordinates by playing games of battleship 
using either grid references or the x and y axis of a Cartesian Plane.  

  

 

 
  



Big Question 

In Term 2 the 5/6 students have begun Inquiring into the following question: 

How has Australia contributed to the development of 
technology? 

During the tuning in phase, the students were exposed to a range of technology from different points in history. We 
looked at everything from the bionic ear to the refrigerator and a rotary phone to bank notes. Students began thinking 
about where Australia might have had an influence in technology. We have been investigating how people in design 
and technology create solutions to problems. From our research, we have discovered people have had different ways 
of doing this throughout time. Last week we looked at particular case studies from Australian history, more specifically 
how the first Australians used technology in the Budj Bim World Heritage Area. Students identified problems that the 
Gunditj Mirring people had to solve over 6,600 years ago. We are now beginning to look at a range of ancient forms of 
technology such as ‘the wheel’, how ‘the pyramids’ were built and how fire has been used and adapted.  
 

 

 

 
Music/Performing Arts 

Year 5 and 6 students will be focusing on drama this term. They began cooperatively by exploring ways of 
improvising while highlighting role and dramatic tension. They have begun to explore the theme of time travel in a 
time machine, using dialogue, gestures, facial expressions and body shapes to capture the emotional and practical 
issues arising out of time travel.  

Visual Arts 

Year 5 and 6 students will be focusing on the area of textiles and construction.. Students  have begun to explore 
designing and creating wire armature for their sculptures based on the work of the Tjanpi Desert Wavers. Each class 
is working on a group sculpture based on the new school values. Hopefully we can pull this off in time for the mini 
Art Show at the end of the term! *Can I remind parents/carers that students need to bring an Art Smock to class 
this term. Thanks :) 

 


