
Year 2 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

The Year 2 children have been learning to summarise a narrative to 
deepen their understanding of what they are reading. To support 
their summarising, students are collecting keywords as they read. 
The keywords relate to characters, setting, the problems and 
solutions. The children use these keywords to summarise what has 
happened in their own words. As a class we have read Rose Meets 
Mr Wintergarden, Puffling and The Miracle of Wooden Duck.   

Guided Reading is continuing online, once a week students meet 
with their Guided Reading group, reading together and focusing on 
their individual goals. It has been lovely working in these small 
groups. 

 

 
 

A response to “Piranhas Don’t Eat Bananas” 

 

 
Writing 

 

Year 2 students have begun learning how to 
write persuasive texts. They have been 
learning about the structure of a persuasive 
text, the introduction that hooks the reader in, 
the main body that includes 3 reasons with 
examples and a conclusion that restates their 
opinion and tells the reader to do something. 
Students are using books they know and love 
and have decided what award they would like 
their book to receive; 

Some book awards the children have come up 
with include:   

·    The Smartest Character Award 
·    The Friendliest Character Award 
·    The Best Adventure Book 
·    The Bravest Character Award 
·    The Most Magical Book 
·    The Best Surprise Book 

The students then reread the book to find 
examples in the book that will persuade the 
reader that the book deserves the award. 

The students have shared persuasive words 
with each other and they have revised their 
writing to make it more convincing. The 
persuasive word list included: 

 
 

 
 



·    Should 

·    Must 

·    Definitely 

·    Inspirational 

·    Mind Blowing 

·    Epic 

 

 

 
Numeracy 

The Year 2 children have been learning how to 
solve a variety of division problems using 
materials and drawing visual representations. 
The children have been sharing collections 
into arrays (rows and columns) and equal 
groups. Students have begun to use their 
knowledge of skip counting to share 
collections into equal groups. 

Problems have included: 

You are making lolly bags for your own party. 
You have 30 lollies - how many lolly bags will 
you make and how many lollies are in each 
bag? 
  
There are 18 bananas in a bunch. Three 
people will share them. How many for each 
person? 
  

Tame wants to plant another orchard with 
oranges. He gets 24 trees. Find different ways 
Tame can plant 24 trees in rows and columns.  

 

 

 
  



Big Question 

Last week, students continued to inquire into how living things survive 
and thrive in the environment. This inquiry was conducted in a variety of 
ways, The children watched a purposely selected video about plants, 
took notes and discussed their learning. Students also made observations 
of their environments and sorted what they saw into categories of living, 
once living and never living. Finally, students were asked to go for a 
wander in their garden and find an invertebrate to observe closely and 
sketch. 
 
This week is National Science Week and to celebrate we have put a pause 
on our Big Question to offer cooking based science experiments, videos 
of science experiments and interviews with Scientists (who are a part of 
our school community) and some food related learning activities.   
 
Thank you for supporting your child with conducting the experiments. 
We know the children have had a lot of fun with the cooking 
experiments.   

Observing and sketching Invertebrates 

 
 
Making honeycomb 

 
 
Making Ice cream in a bag 

 

 
  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 2 students have been focusing on Kicking and the skills associated with this. Skills such as trapping the ball with 
your foot on top, dribbling around obstacles, passing the ball to a wall and back and if you are lucky enough, passing 
to someone in your household. Small games incorporating these skills have also been simulated in the home to 
further reinforce these skills. 

Spanish 

In Spanish, Year 2 students have been working on the sounds in family words. They have been creating artwork 
around the tricky words like hermano/a (brother/sister) and learnt about the silent h. 

Music 

In Music/Drama, Year 2 students have been working on creating their own drama script at home during remote 
learning in the manner of a drawn cartoon. They used a brainstorm of simple characters and problems, and were 
encouraged to act out their drama by taking on one of their characters. We also looked at a short video of how 
Beauty and the Beast was acted on a stage to better understand how a drama can arise from a person’s character. 

 


