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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers, 

The community of Kensington Primary is a community 

that values connection, developing potential and 

providing our children with the opportunity to take their 

place in society. We are focussed on providing our students with the skills of communication, to think outside the 

box, to be aware of others and to be respectful. To have the confidence to speak up and the ability to listen to 

others. 

Our community although virtual at the moment is connected. Our students are able to participate in the core 

learning areas of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, teachers are checking in regularly with students and our 

specialist teachers are continuing to teach lessons online. 

Our teachers are continuing to plan collaboratively to ensure the learning and teaching is targeted to the needs of 

our students. Our Education Support team are continuing to work closely with classroom teachers and each other 

supporting  identified students in the core learning areas both onsite and online.  

A number of our leaders Julie, Haylee, Rachel, Sophie, Sarah, Simon, Jessica, Jess, and myself are also participating in 

professional learning focusing on the DET initiative of Professional Learning Communities. 

 

Professional learning communities (PLCs) are an approach to school improvement where groups of teachers work 
collaboratively at the school level to improve student outcomes. Professional learning community (PLC) schools start 
from a simple idea: students learn more when their teachers work together.  

Building a PLC is a proven way for schools to increase student learning by creating a culture that is:  

• focussed on continuous improvement by linking the learning needs of students with the 
professional learning and practice of teachers 

• committed to professionalism 

• fuelled by collaborative expertise. 

 

Thank you to our parents who are supporting the work our teachers are delivering. You are doing an amazing job 

and we can’t do it without you. 
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Building Works to Kensington Primary  

Our 5/6 students participated in a forum with our architects to hear the proposed 

masterplan and have had input into planning for the future. Our students were able 

to reflect on areas of the school which they believed needed to be modernised and 

discussed their ideas. Members of our Year 6 leadership team will share the 

information with our younger students to provide the opportunity for further input. 

Teachers have also been purposeful in the topic chosen for persuasive writing 

providing me with many letters and arguments as to the modernisation of Block A 

and future planning. A parent forum was offered on Monday during which further 

discussion was had and the master plan was shared. 

To ensure our community has the opportunity to hear the master plan for our 

building works a repeat presentation from our architects from Workshop Architecture 

will be held on Monday 6th September at 5:30pm – 6:30pm. Please email 

kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au to register your attendance. A WebEx link will be sent on Monday at 5:00pm. 

 

NAPLAN  

We have received the NAPLAN student reports and the data for our school, network and state. Further information 

about our data will be provided to our community. Our data is used to reflect on what as a school we need to 

continue to strengthen and further develop. Families will receive a copy of their child’s report by the end of term 3. 

Students and parents may use individual results to discuss students’ strengths and areas for improvement with 
teachers. 

Teachers use results to help them identify students who require greater challenges or extra support. 

Schools use results to identify strengths and areas of need in teaching programs and to set goals in literacy and 
numeracy. 

School systems and governments use results to review programs and support offered to schools. 

 

Thank you again everyone for your continued support during this challenging time. 

Bridget  
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Learning Snapshots @ KPS 

Reading 

Visualising Skip the word 

The foundation students have been learning 
about using the clues in the texts to 
visualise. It has been wonderful to see all the 
different visualisations the students have 
been drawing and making. 

Students have also been practising the strategy ‘pay attention to 
punctuation’. Specifically focusing on stopping at fullstops to 
breathe. Students have been asked to practise this goal during 
independent reading.  

 

 

 
Writing 

Narrative writing 

In writing students have continued learning about what is included in a narrative text. Students have focused on 
writing about the character, setting, problem and solution. They then applied what they had learnt and drafted the 
narrative text Mrs Wishy Washy. Throughout week 7 students went through the writing cycle to plan, draft and 
publish their writing of Mrs Wishy Washy.  

 



Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 
Numeracy 

Data 

In maths students have been looking at data and answering the question ‘What do you notice?’. We have been 
discussing the difference between yes/no questions and questions that could have multiple answers. The teachers 
have collected class data during the mini lessons and then students have had a go at collecting their own data.  

  

 
Big Question 

In Big Questions students have continued to explore animals that live in Australia. They used their visualising skills to 
draw animals by reading and listening to clues about where they live, what they eat and how they act.  

 
 

 

 

Music In Music/Drama the students have been focusing on mime skills, such as facial expression and pretending to 
hold an object. They celebrated Book Week by listening to The Toymaker and the Bird by Pamela Allen and 
responding to some key dramatic scenes with mime and movement.They added facial expressions to add emotions 
they thought the characters might be feeling and did drawings of the key scenes. There is a video uploaded with the 
assignment so that students can listen again and practise these skills. 

Spanish: In Spanish, Foundation students have been learning about family and are beginning to apply their 
knowledge to create Family Trees. Learners explored the concept of older people going at the top of a tree and 
younger people going at the bottom. Many students are working on longer words in immediate family like hermano 
(brother) and hermana (sister) and some students are learning words for extended family members including tio 
(uncle), tia (aunty), abuelo (grandpa) and abuela (grandma). Students are making connections between masculine 
and feminine nouns which end in o and a respectively. 

Art: In online Art, students celebrated book week by using the shortlisted book Anemone is not the Enemy. This book 
not only tied into the Big Question around living things and their habitats, but also allowed students to revisit the art 
elements of shape, line and colour. We explored mark making with the materials we had at home and also created 
expressions for the creatures based one the style of illustrations in the book. All mini lessons are being held live on 
Webex for Art and students are then provided with resources from the lesson posted as an “assignment”. The last 
slide of the assignment is where students need to upload their work at the end of the art session. 
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PE: Foundation students are continuing to practise their kicking, dribbling, trapping skills using a soccer ball or similar 
sized ball. Independent learning and modified games were planned for students to apply their kicking skills. Students 
were expected to hand in an assignment responding to their feelings after exercise. 

 

 

Reading 

  

 

 
The Year 1 students have spent the past two weeks continuing to practise their visualising skills. The students have been 
presented with a variety of sounds and the audio only from some of this year's Children's Book Council of Australia 
shortlisted books. The students listened for key information that would help them visualise. The students also explained 
what clues they had used from the book or audio to assist them with their visualising. 
As you read each day, you can ask your child “What are you visualising?” or “What clues are you using to help you 
visualising?" 
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Our writing tasks this week were focussed on our exciting book week theme of ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other 
Worlds’ We planned stories that had a different world as the setting as well as poems. We also did some work on 
characters. We worked out how we could get to know them better and we thought about what characters are like on 
the outside (what they look like) as well as what they are like on the inside (how they feel and what they are thinking).  

 

 

  

 
Numeracy 

The Year 1s have been investigating the features of 2D shapes, such edges and corners. 

 

 

 

 

Music In Music/Drama the students have been focusing on mime skills, such as facial expression and pretending to 
hold an object. They celebrated Book Week by listening to The Toymaker and the Bird by Pamela Allen and 
responding to some key dramatic scenes with mime and movement. They added facial expressions to add emotions 
they thought the characters might be feeling and extended the drama of the story by writing about characters’ 
motivations and other words they might have said. They were opportunities to extend their vocal expression too. 
There is a video uploaded with the assignment so that students can listen again and practise these skills. 
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Spanish: In Spanish, Year 1 students have been learning about family and are beginning to apply their knowledge to 
create Family Trees. Learners explored the concept of older people going at the top of a tree and younger people 
going at the bottom. Many students are working on longer words in immediate family like hermano (brother) and 
hermana (sister) and some students are learning words for extended family members including tio (uncle), tia 
(aunty), abuelo (grandpa) and abuela (grandma). Students are making connections between masculine and feminine 
nouns which end in o and a respectively. 

PE: Year 1 students are continuing to practise their kicking, dribbling, trapping skills using a soccer ball or similar 
sized ball. Independent learning and modified games were planned for students to apply their kicking skills. Students 
were expected to hand in an assignment responding to feedback on how to improve their kicking skills. 

Art: In Art, Year 1 students have celebrated Science and Book Week. The artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo was used as 
inspiration to create some funny and somewhat fruity faces, some of which could be eaten afterward! In Book Week 
we used the story “Not Cute!” as the launchpad for creating some weird and wacky hybrid creatures! All mini lessons 
are being held live on Webex for Art and students are then provided with resources from the lesson posted as an 
“assignment”. The last slide of the assignment is where students need to upload their work at the end of the art 
session. 
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Reading 

The Year 2 children have been learning to summarise a biography in time 
order to deepen their understanding of what they are reading. Students have 
read a range of biographies and have had to identify key events during the 
subject’s life. To coincide with Book Week, classes have learnt about the 
following authors: Mem Fox, Roald Dahl, Julia Donaldson, Bob Graham and 
Libby Hathorn.  

Guided Reading is continuing online, once a week students meet with their 
Guided Reading group, reading together and focusing on their individual goals. 
It has been lovely working in these small groups. 
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Writing 

 

Year 2 students have continued to learn how to write persuasive 
texts. They have learnt about the structure of a persuasive text, 
the introduction that hooks the reader in, the main body that 
includes 3 reasons with examples, a conclusion that restates 
their opinion and a persuasive feature to highlight their opinion.  

Students were posed with the following question: Many great 
books have been made into movies, but what is better: the book 
or the movie? 

Some examples of persuasive features students used were: 

-writing key words in capital letters  

-using exclamation marks to make it a statement 

-hooking the reader in with a question 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Numeracy 

The Year 2 students have been learning how to tell time using a variety of tools. They have looked at identifying and 
recording important dates on calendars; ordering the months and seasons of the year and using a clock to tell the 
time.  

During week 8, students constructed their own clock to use as a resource when making a time. They have used the 

language of o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to.  
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Book Week 

Week 7 was Book Week. Year 2 students celebrated Book Week this year by creating a display for our classroom door, 
wrote a book recommendation for their peers and entered a colouring competition. They also took part in the online 
incursion - Bigger, Better, Brighter. Students thoroughly enjoyed the incursion and participated in a respectful and 
responsible manner.  
 

 

Music In Music/Drama the students have been focusing on mime skills, such as facial expression and pretending to 
hold an object. They celebrated Book Week by listening to The Toymaker and the Bird by Pamela Allen and responding 
to some key dramatic scenes with mime and movement. They added facial expressions to add emotions they thought 
the characters might be feeling and extended the drama of the story by writing about characters’ motivations and 
other words they might have said. They were opportunities to extend their vocal expression too. There is a video 
uploaded with the assignment so that students can listen again and practise these skills. 

Spanish: In Spanish, Year 2 students have been learning about family and are beginning to apply their knowledge to 
create Family Trees. Learners explored the concept of older people going at the top of a tree and younger people going 
at the bottom. Many students are working on longer words in immediate family like hermano (brother) and hermana 
(sister) and some students are learning words for extended family members including tio (uncle), tia (aunty), abuelo 
(grandpa) and abuela (grandma). Students are making connections between masculine and feminine nouns which end 
in o and a respectively. 

PE: Year 2 students are continuing to practise their kicking, dribbling, trapping skills using a soccer ball or similar sized 
ball. Independent learning and modified games were planned for students to apply their kicking skills. Students were 
expected to hand in an assignment responding to feedback on how to improve their kicking skills.  
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Art: In Art, Year 2 students have celebrated Science and Book Week. The artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo was used as 
inspiration to create some funny and somewhat fruity faces, some of which could be eaten afterward! In Book Week 
we used the story “Not Cute!” as the launchpad for creating some weird and wacky hybrid creatures! All mini lessons 
are being held live on Webex for Art and students are then provided with resources from the lesson posted as an 
“assignment”. The last slide of the assignment is where students need to upload their work at the end of the art session. 

 

 

 

Reading 

Students celebrated book week last week! Thank you to all of those who participated 
and came dressed up! Students took part in a range of learning tasks including a book 
week judging scoreboard, listening to some of the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia’s shortlisted books, creating bookmarks and participating in a Harry Potter 
escape room online! This week we are continuing on with inferring character’s 
emotions from descriptions of what characters are saying and doing.  

 

Writing 

In Writing, students continued to draft recounts based on the account of a convict’s experiences in a court. They 
wrote the recount from the perspective of a reporter who was witnessing the events. Students focussed on the 
structure and language features of a recount and added their own sparkle to a mentor text by changing details such 
as the name and crime of the convict and the reporter’s observations. 

 This week students will begin a new recount which is based on an account of a convict’s journey to New South 
Wales on the First Fleet.  

  

 
  



Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 
Numeracy 

In numeracy Year 3 finished off their unit on Multiplication with a post test, well done to everyone that completed 
this assessment. Students spent some time recapping angles, identifying them as measures of turn within 2D shapes 
as well as organising angles from smallest to largest. They started investigating length using metric units of 
millimeter, centimetre and meter. Students organised and arranged items in order of shortest to longest. They have 
begun looking at measuring the area of shapes using squared metric units (eg. cm2) to express their findings. 
Students commented on the similarities that arrays from multiplication share with measuring the area of squares 
and rectangles. 

  

Big Question - How can the Arts Help us Learn About Australian History? 
Students in Year 3 have continued to engage in the ‘finding out’ phase of the inquiry cycle.  Through videos, audio 
files and artwork, students have explored the history of the time of First Contact, looking at the perspectives of the 
British arriving on the First Fleet and the Indigenous population.     
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Music In Music/Drama the students have been focusing on mime skills, such as facial expression and pretending to 
hold an object. They celebrated Book Week by listening to The Toymaker and the Bird by Pamela Allen and 
responding to some key dramatic scenes with mime and movement. They extended the drama of the story by 
writing about characters’ motivations and composed a short conversation that may have occurred in a particular 
dramatic part of the story. There is a video uploaded with the assignment so that students can listen again and 
practise these skills. 

 

Spanish: In Spanish, Year 3 students are exploring the topic of feelings. They watched a short clip of Pocoyo in 
Spanish and applied the feeling words to different characters. They gathered and shared information from 
household members about their feelings and displayed their findings in a table. 

 

PE: Year 3 students are continuing to practise their running, jumping, leaping and throwing skills related to athletics. 
New skills such as hurdling and discus throwing were introduced. The revision of triple jump was also a focus leading 
students to having to submit their first assignment. Students needed to post a video of themselves combining the 
hop, step and jump skills in triple jump. 

 

Art: In Art, Year 3 students have been looking at symbolism and messages in art. Students created stencils and 
explored with the materials they could access at home a form of Mono Printing. Students were encouraged to think 
about the time of white settlement in Australia and the impact of this on the indigenous population. Students also 
celebrated book week by using the text Your Birthday was the Best! As inspiration for a collage that also used some 
printed papers.  
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Music In Music/Drama the students have been focusing on mime skills, such as facial expression and pretending to 
hold an object. They celebrated Book Week by listening to The Toymaker and the Bird by Pamela Allen and 
responding to some key dramatic scenes with mime and movement. They extended the drama of the story by 
writing about characters’ motivations and composed a short conversation that may have occurred in a particular 
dramatic part of the story. There is a video uploaded with the assignment so that students can listen again and 
practise these skills. 

 
Spanish: In Spanish, Year 3 students are exploring the topic of feelings. They watched a short clip of Pocoyo in 
Spanish and applied the feeling words to different characters. They gathered and shared information from 
household members about their feelings and displayed their findings in a table. 

 

PE: Year 4 students are continuing to practise their running, jumping, leaping and throwing skills related to athletics. 
New skills such as hurdling and discus throwing were introduced. The revision of triple jump was also a focus leading 
students to having to submit their first assignment. Students needed to post a video of themselves combining the 
hop, step and jump skills in triple jump. 

 

Art: In Art, Year 4 students have been looking at symbolism and messages in art. Students created stencils and 
explored with the materials they could access at home a form of Mono Printing. Students used the work of Henri 
Matisse to inspire their exploration of creating a watery scene based on the Parakeet and the Mermaid. Students 
also celebrated book week by using the text Your Birthday was the Best! As inspiration for a collage that also used 
some printed papers.  
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Reading 

We are continuing with Analysing and Critiquing 
looking deeply at viewpoint, text features and 
author’s style. Students have looked at good, great 
and amazing examples through our Bump It Up wall 
which we have taken virtually. Students also engaged 
with the underlying questions that support analysing 
and critiquing, What can I see? What do I feel? What 
do I think? from this student have begun to discuss 
impact and effectiveness of different viewpoints and 
text features.   

We are now taking a deep dive into Adam Baron’s 
‘Boy Underwater’ and honing our skills in responding 
critically to text. We have made a good start into this 
novel as we are now at Chapter 6 and are 
understanding how Adam Barton has used first 
person viewpoint to engage his audience, create 
empathy and suspense. This 
week we are looking deeper at 
the different text features 
Barron uses, their impact and 
effectiveness.  We’ve 
innovated for home learning by 
students working in real time 
together on a shared recording 
document using Google slides 
and Jamboard.   

 

 

 

Writing 

In writing this term we have just finished exploring 
various forms of poetry. Students have looked at Ballads, 
Sonnets, Limericks, Haiku, Shape poems and sensory 
poetry. They have been exposed to some of the poet 
greats and this has been a fabulous inspiration for their 
own poetic writing. The teachers have been completely 
overwhelmed by how the students have responded to 
this poetry and their poetic contributions. All this 
wonderful writing will go towards the development of 
class poetry anthologies. 
 
This week we will begin our new topic of informative 
texts, as we start to move beyond what we know and 
look at the various and sophisticated ways an 

Fairy Grove 

“hey! fairy grove is right here! did you hear” 

“its famous for all of its fun and shows” 

“theres mountains and mountains of fun right near” 

“why don’t you step along and watch the show?” 

 

“okay, sure!” those were two words i regret 

as their features are obscure and gone dull 

my days go on filled with angst and with stress 

my body lays down under rotting skulls 

 

nobody really knew what fairies were 

that means nobody knew what they could do 

those pink fairy wings can turn into war 
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informative text can be written and the different 
functions they can serve.  
 
 
Falling trees 

Humans, wielding the blade of destruction 

The beautiful trees, not able to function 

Breathing one hopeful, heavy sigh 

For the trees, it is time to say goodbye 

 

As fast as sound the blade descends 

The blade whistles through the air, this is where it 

ends 

Consuming taking destroying the peace 

Our hope, our lives begin to decrease 

 

Here is where we make our stand 

We will suffer under the hand of the axe 

Our screams echo into the breeze 

Humans, wielding the blade of destruction 

thus awaits a crew of deaths that were due 

 

and as fear shot through alerts were pursued 

poor families could only wait and cry 

“run away!” i had a feeling, i knew 

if i stayed there longer, i’d stay for a while 

 

and those evil spirits. they sit and smile 

ruined families, ruined my whole life 

 
AUTHOR STATEMENT 
———————————————————— 
This poem is about a fictional realm where fairies exist, 
but the relationship between fairies and humans are 
distinct and different, as they both don’t know about each 
other. Humans have a mentality where all fairies are 
angelic and beautiful, but fairies have a mentality that 
humans are hurtful, and evil. The deeper meaning behind 
this is that you should never judge someone based on 
what you perceive of them in your  
eyes. You should always limit yourself to what you know 
about people when it comes to judging them. 
———————————————————- 

 

  
Numeracy 

Students pivoted beautifully from at school to remote 
learning in their numeracy work. They have been 
immersed in the operations of multiplication. Students 
have explored different mental and written strategies 
that can allow them to work with a variety of different 
numbers from 2-digit by 1-digit all the way to 4 digits or 
more  by 2-digits. While exploring students were also 
learning how to explain and justify the strategies they 
were using in terms of being the most efficient - Is it 
quick? Is it easy to use? Will it work everytime? The aim 
is to convince their teacher that they are choosing the 
best strategy.  
 
This week we begin to look at division, at the different 
strategies we can use and some of the misconceptions 
we might have.  
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 Big Question - How has Australia contributed to the development of technology? 

A lot of different learning has been happening in Big Question. Students 
have finished exploring Ancient, Modern and Australian technologies and 
can now explain what they are, what problem they solved and for some 
how they have been innovated on. Students have begun to develop their 
Google Sites which they will use to share all the knowledge they learn 
about technology and how Australia has contributed. Students have been 
working through different lessons to support the development of their 
unpublished site. Last week, students looked into one of the many 
different design cycles learning about the steps of Empathy, Define, 
Ideate, Prototype and Test and how these work together and inform each 
other. This week we are beginning to put this all together in our Sorting 
Out phase by looking at The GreenHouse by Joost and how he used the 
Design Cycle to create this sustainable house. 

   

 
Music In Music/Drama the students have been focusing on mime skills, such as facial expression and pretending to 
hold an object. They celebrated Book Week by listening to The Toymaker and the Bird by Pamela Allen and 
responding to some key dramatic scenes with mime and movement. They extended the drama of the story by 
writing about characters’ motivations. Students composed a short conversation that they thought may have 
occurred in a particular dramatic part of the story, adding details to clarify emotions. There is a video uploaded with 
the assignment so that students can listen again and practise these skills. 

Spanish: In Spanish, students worked on their country projects, learnt about Spanish and Latin American scientists 
for Science Week and books about Spanish-speaking people for Book Week. 

PE: Year 5/ 6 students are continuing to practise their netball skills and their overall general knowledge about 
netball. Skills focus was pivoting and dodging. Students were given their first assignment. They were to post a video 
of themselves combining both the skills of catching and pivoting. This work is all in preparation for our netball 
tournament back at school.  

Art: In Art, Year 5/6 students have been developing their skills around using Art language to both analyse and 
express their opinions on Art and Artists. Through researching new art and artists, students also used some more 
modern language to turn these pieces into Memes. Students also celebrated book week by using the Author Shaun 
Tan, the designer of this Year’s Book Week image as inspiration for a mixed and multimedia surrealist piece. 
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Calendar of events 

September Fri 3rd  Year 5/6 Living & Growing Incursion - VIA WEBEX 

Spanish Fiesta - POSTPONED 

 Mon 6th  

 

5:30 – 6:30pm 

6:00 – 8:00pm 

Year 5/6 Basketball Tournament – PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE TO 
25/10 

Architect Forum - VIA WEBEX 

School Council Meeting - VIA WEBEX 

 Tue 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm 2022 prospective parents information session - POSTPONED 

 Fri 10th  Year 5/6 Living & Growing Incursion - VIA WEBEX 

Junior SRC ‘ Dress as a Hero Day’ - POSTPONED 

 Fri 17th 2:30pm finish End of Term 3 

October Mon 4th  Start of Term 4  
Tue 5th  7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 13th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
 

Fri 15th  5:30 – 7:30pm Year 2 Dinner & Disco  
Mon 18th 

Mon 18th – Tue 19th  

6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

Year 3 & 4 Camp 

 Mon 25th  Year 5/6 Basketball Tournament – NEW DATE 

November Mon 1st  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 2nd   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No students to attend school 

 Tue 9th 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Tue 16th 9:30 – 11:00am 2022 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 17th 5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 22nd  

6:00 -8:00pm 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 23rd  

9:30 – 11:00am 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

2022 Foundation Transition 

 Thu 25th  & Fri 26th   Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Mon 29th  Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

December Wed 1st   Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

 Tue 7th 9:00 – 3:30pm 

9:30 – 11:00am 

5:30pm 

Year 6 Secondary school transition – Government Schools 

2022 Foundation Transition 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 

 
 Fri 10th  Year 6 Graduation Farewell 

 Fri 17th 1:30pm End of Term 4 

January 2022 Mon 31st  Start of Term 1 for students  

April Fri 8th  End of Term 1 

 Tue 26th  Start of Term 2 

June Fri 24th  End of Term 2 

July Mon 11th  Start of Term 3 

September Fri 16th  End of Term 3 

October Mon 3rd  Start of Term 4 

December Fri 20th  End of Term 4 
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