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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
 

December Tue 4th  
7:45 – 8:30am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Panel Day – Final Day of Review 
Finance Sub Committee Meeting 
Policy Sub Committee Meeting 

 Wed 5th 3:45 – 4:45pm Fundraising Sub Committee Meeting 

 Thu 6th 9:00am – 1:00pm Year 6 Water Safety Program 

 Fri 7th 9:00am – 2:30pm Year 6 Water Safety Program 

 Mon 10th – Fri 14th   
6:00 – 8:00pm 

School Swimming Program – Years 1 – 5 
School Council Meeting 

 Tue 11th  Year 6 Orientation 

 Wed 12th 5:30 – 7:30pm Whole School Picnic 

 Fri 14th 3:00pm School Assembly 

 Tue 18th  Moving Up Day 
Year 6 Big Day Out  

 Wed 19th 5:30 – 7:30pm Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 21st  1:30pm End of Term 4 

 

  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:Kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

The debate and controversy filled the airwaves, was eagerly reported and shared 

via social media. The debate was also discussed at School Council. The problem 

needed to be analysed, a strategic matrix would have been a useful tool to fully 

understand the risk, however it would appear KPS, with the generosity of the 

fund-raising committee and the volunteers who actively asked the question on 

the Election Day, ‘where does the onion go on top or below the sausage’, didn’t 

really matter as we sold out. I would sincerely like to thank the generosity of the 

school community for their time and effort to fundraise for the continued 

improvement of our facilities and grounds. 

The morning was a bit chilly, however, it was the camaraderie of all those involved 

from the KPS community that led to the up-selling at the cake stall, ‘why not add a 

brownie to that honey joy’, as well as the entrepreneurial skills of K.D taking 

orders for coffees along the queue, for those waiting in the rain to cast their vote. 

Thank you to the BBQ crew, both familiar and new faces for your expertise and 

risk assessment of onion placement. A thank you to Big Childcare who provided 

the coffee van, donating all profits to the school. 

Fundraising is such an important aspect of KPS. The organisation and delivery of 

the opportunities for both families and students to be involved, is such a testament to the participation and 

enthusiasm of our school community. The library has housed the Book Fair this week, with many eager readers both 

young and old browsing the wonderful selection of titles to purchase, again thank you to the Fund Raising committee 

for their time and efforts as well as all those parents who support the school in an on-going capacity. 

Following on from the feedback provided by parents/ careers about student reports, we have made changes to the 

format and content. The Department of Education states: 

 Student reports are required to be in an accessible form and easy for parents or carers to understand. 

 Schools are required to report against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement standards, which includes 
towards foundation levels A-D, and the standards outlined in the EAL developmental continuum.  

 Reporting directly against the achievement standards (not the level or band descriptions, or content 
descriptions). 

 Reporting against the achievement standards defined for each learning area and capability taught, consistent 
with the teaching and learning program(s) schools have designed. 

 
Teachers have developed clear statements focused on skill acquisition using a scale to inform parent/ carers as to the 
level of understanding. Teachers have also included goals for 2019 focused on continued improvement. 

As the end of the year is fast approaching recruiting and grade organisation is currently being investigated and 
planned for 2019. A rundown of the structure of grades will be communicated to the KPS community next week in the 
Office Update. I hope everyone enjoys the sunshine on the weekend. 

Bridget  
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Learning Snapshots 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 
 
Writing 
To begin a unit on writing narrative stories, the Foundation students visited the exciting 100 Storey Building in 
Footscray. On arrival, students learnt they were already standing on level 100. The other 99 storeys were beneath 
their feet, full of strange and wonderful creatures, accessible only through the power of their imagination! The 
students had a fabulous time investigating the notes and lost objects that had found their way up from the other 
levels, picturing the kind of characters they once belonged to and what their subterranean level might look like! 
These imaginings have inspired some brilliant story writing back in the Foundation classrooms! 
  
 
Reading 
Reading lessons have continued to focus on comprehension strategies, including questioning and inferring. Students 
have learnt that good readers ask questions before, after and during reading. This helps them to think more deeply 
about the information in a text. The students have practised formulating who, where, when, what and why 
questions around their guided reading books. They have then been taught to ‘infer’ the answer to these questions. 
Inferring involves using clues from the pictures and words in a book, together with one’s own schema, to ‘read 
between the lines’ and interpret the meaning in a text. 
 
Maths  
In Numeracy, students have been investigating the process of division. At a Foundation level, this is introduced as 
sharing a collection into equal groups. Students have acted out and modelled a variety of sharing stories. In one 
lesson, for example, they pretended to be characters in the picture book ‘The Doorbell Rang’ by Pat Hutchins. They 
imagined they had a tray of 12 cookies, which they had to share between two, then four, then six, then 12 people as 
the doorbell continued to ring and introduced new characters to the story. Students learned to record their solutions 
using diagrams and (as an extension) equations. Measurement lessons have focussed on capacity - identifying how 
much an object holds. Thank you for sending in various empty containers from home. Students have enjoyed 
predicting and measuring the capacity of these using spoonfuls of sand and comparing their container with those of 
their classmates.  
 

  
Inquiry 
Unit of Inquiry lessons have tested students’ beliefs about what a family is and is not. Through engaging with picture 
books, such as ‘Just the Way We Are’ and ‘Family Forest’ and in considering the different family structures within 
their own class, students have come to see that there are many kinds of families. They have formed new definitions 
based on these investigations – i.e. ‘A family is a group of people who love and look after each other. They do not 
have to all live in the same house. Families come in all shapes and sizes’ (FL’s class definition). 
 

 
 
Year 1 Learning Snapshot 
 
Reading  
These past weeks we have explored Author’s Purpose. Why do authors write? To persuade, to inform and to 
entertain. A focus was made on persuasive texts to link with our writing experiences. The 3 little pigs: who are the 
good guys and who is the bad guy? Students viewed this story from two different perspectives, from the pigs and 
from the wolves. Should ants be squashed or not? Why? Why not? Students were asked to form an opinion and give 
their reasons after viewing a whole class text.  
Students were also presented with information texts linked to our inquiry into weather and were able to see how 
the structure is different as the texts serve different purposes. Small group work focussed on identifying the author’s 
purpose and making connections.  
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Writing 
Are cats the best pet? What’s your opinion? The Year 1 students investigated how to form an opinion by agreeing or 
disagreeing with a topic. Students began writing persuasively and used reasons to back up their opinion. They 
included language such as ‘I think,’ ‘I feel’ and ‘I believe’ to explain their position to the reader. The exposure to 
persuasive texts during reading was a fabulous example of emotive language. Texts such as ‘I wanna new room’ and 

‘I wanna Iguana’ and great examples of persuasive fiction that you can read at home! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry  
In Inquiry students have studied the changing face of the moon in the sky. They have learned that the changes are 
not random and they have learned the monthly cycle and its causes. The cycle of the sun’s movement across the sky 
has also been studied with investigations such as tracing the changing size of shadows at different times of the day. 
Causes have been investigated, for example the movement of the rotating earth. A highly successful excursion to 
Scienceworks was the culmination of the learning about the observable changes in the sky. A visit to the Planetarium 
and the Lightning Room added some very engaging hands-on experiences to complement and extend the classroom 
program of Inquiry. 
 
Maths 
In the past two weeks, the Year 1 students have focused on subtraction and have used a range of different strategies 
to solve subtraction problem. These strategies include, using hundreds charts, counters and some students were 
excited to partition numbers. Some students even wrote and solved their own worded problems. The Year 1 
students also looked at measuring. This was done to refresh their memories. Students measured the lengths of 
different objects with informal units. Some students were eager to measure the widths of classroom objects as well. 
We are now recapping different mathematical concepts that we have covered throughout the year. Students have 
been telling the time on analogue clocks and are revisiting the properties of 2D shapes and 3D objects. We are also 
using the language of chance and probability.  

 
 
Year 2 Learning Snapshot 
 

Literacy 
What is your favourite book? The Year 2s can tell you theirs, after discussing their preferences for different kinds of 
books with a partner. Students took notes about what they liked about these books, and then wrote them into book 
reviews (another kind of persuasive text). Students compared texts and genres with each other (“If you like 
adventure stories, you will love Tintin!”), gave reasons for their opinions and backed these up with evidence from 
their favourite texts. They then recommended them to certain age groups or people. 
 
As part of the inquiry into our Big Idea about using resources responsibly, students have also investigated facts about 
electricity, where it comes from and how it is used. They have then written these facts into persuasive texts about 
how to use electricity responsibly and why we should do this.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 
Inquiry into our Big Idea 
Learning has been electrifying, as the Year 2s have investigated our use of the resource of electricity. Students have 
been exploring the school to account for every watt on our power bill. Did you know that there are six lights and two 
microwaves in the staff room? That is a lot of power keeping teachers’ lunches warm.  
Money, money, money makes the world go round. Cash, dollars, and cents have continued to be the key resources in 
classroom economies.  
 
Maths 
The Year 2s have been investigating chance and data. In line with our inquiry, we have collected data on how much 
rubbish we picked up in our designated area over a week and graphed the results. We experimented with Google 
Sheets to create various representations of graphs. Students also conducted chance experiments, through flipping 
coins, rolling dice and pulling coloured counters from a bag. We learned to use the language of chance: impossible, 
certain, likely and unlikely. This week we also had a visit from Smart Start that taught us all about money and how to 
“Speed for your needs and wait for your wants.” 

 
 
Year 3/4 Learning Snapshot 
 
Reading  
We have continued to run book clubs in our rooms. Students selected the novels they are reading and have worked 
together to discuss the texts, share thoughts, respond and build on other opinions. We have been reading Earth 
Science texts and taking notes to help gather information for their inquiry and explanation reports.  
 
Writing 
In Writing we have started to explore and plan our explanation reports. We have discussed explanation report 
vocabulary and the structure and planned an explanation report as a whole class based on night and day. Students 
have selected a topic linked with our science inquiry and researched to gain more insight. We have also been 
working on perfecting our handwriting skills.  
 
Inquiry 
Our science inquiry has been linked closely with reading and writing. Students have been engaging in reading books 
and writing explanation reports related to our topic ‘How do human activities and natural causes affect the Earth?’. 
The Our Place in Space incursion was a success, with the students expressing how much fun they had. Students 
asked many questions to support their understandings and reflected on their learning during discussions afterwards.  
 
Maths 
Our focus on fractions, decimals and money continues. We have been working out ways to apply the place value 
system to represent tenths and hundredths as decimals, make connections between fraction and decimal notation 
as well as model and compare and represent decimals with one and two decimal places. We have also focused on 
representing money values in different ways and counting change required for simple transactions to the nearest 
five cents.  
 
 
Year 5 Learning Snapshot 
 
In Reading, students have been exploring features of a non-fiction text that can be combined to better understand 
content. They have been exploring how authors use graphs and statistics to convey information in non-fiction texts. 
Students have also been exploring types of questions that can be asked when conducting a survey and experimented 
with the use of multiple choice options to obtain results. 
 
In Writing, students have discussed what an engaging letter looks like. Students have identified features that make a 
letter appealing in order to plan and write a letter that engages younger readers. They have been using this 
knowledge to plan, draft and publish a letter for their buddies. Students have also been using goal setting as a tool to 
develop their skills as a writer. 
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In Maths, students have been learning about the representation of probability as the likelihood of outcomes and 
events. They have been representing probability as fractions, decimals and percentages on number lines. Students 
have also been investigating types of data displays and discussed what makes a graph clear and easy to interpret. 
 
In Inquiry, students have been analysing how structural and behavioural adaptations of living things enhance their 
survival. They have predicted and described the effect of environmental changes on individual living things. Students 
have also been practising skills to establish and manage relationships and examined the influence of emotional 
responses on behaviour, relationships and health and wellbeing. 
 
 
 
Year 6 Learning Snapshot 
 
Reading 
We have been reading for engagement. Using our own books, we have also analysed the use of characterisation, 
vocabulary choice and point of view. 
 
Writing 
We have been finalising our pitches for our Business & Economics projects. Our pitches have been tweaked to 
ensure they sound convincing and use language that sets the tone. We have ensured that we have hooked our 
audience with a strong introduction, we have facts and evidence to back up our reasons and a strong conclusion. Are 
you needing reusable wrapping paper, inspirational origami, scrunchies or a pop up treat stand? In Week 9 our 
writing pitches will be put to the test! 
 
Inquiry 
Week 9 is PITCHING week and we have been busy putting the finishing touches on our Business Plans ready to 
convince you that our product is worthy of being picked by the sharks. Are you convinced by organic products 
without chemicals? Do you want a way to display your lego figurines? Are you wondering how to hold a burrito that 
doesn’t impact the environment? Do you need a solution to lost socks? Next week we will be pitching to a panel and 
persuading others that our product is essential for others to have. 
 
Maths 
We have explored how to add and subtract decimals, using estimation and rounding to check the reasonableness of 
answers. Also, we can show you how to divide or multiply a whole number with a decimal remainder. We have 
explored budgets that match our Business & Economics projects. You should check out some of our short video clips 
where we can teach you how to do a division problem with a decimal remainder. 
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Maths is everywhere… 

Term 4 Week 8 

Please consider completing at least one of these tasks at home. Bring the completed tasks back to school and put 

them in the box on the windowsill outside Fiona’s classroom. We will share some solutions in the next newsletter. 

Add up 

Choose from these four cards. First time round try using each number once. Then try including repeated numbers. 

Make these totals: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

What other totals can you make from the cards? 

Odds and evens 

 

Draw a 5 by 5 grid. 

Put counters on it. 

 You can put only one counter in each space. 

1. Place 13 counters. 

Get an odd number of them in each row and column and the two main diagonals. 

2. Place 10 counters. 

Get an even number of them in each row and column and the two main diagonals. 

Sam’s book 

The pages of Sam’s book are numbered from 1. 

The page numbers have a total of 555 digits. 

How many pages has the book? 

How many of the digits are a 5? 
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 2019 

Please note that if you have a current Health Card and have already submitted a CSEF Application Form in 2018 you 
DO NOT need to submit a CSEF Application Form for 2019.  If you have not submitted a form this year please collect 
the 2019 form from the office. 

 

Linda’s Goodbye 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

As you know, this is my last year as a teacher here at Kensington Primary School. 

We have worked together on so many platforms….. remember these???? Art soirées, promotions committee, fetes, 
many outdoor art installations, harmony picnics, master planning committee, musical performances and 
competitions, school council, special art project along the HOF veranda, canteen committee, school sports 
competitions, fundraising events such as trivia nights, grubbies solstice nights, working bees, five whole school art 
exhibitions/arts week events etc…..  

Not forgetting of course, the uplifting and supportive experience of parents, grandparents and community members 
working alongside me in the art room each week, pitching in with the constant clean-up and organization of 
materials and being a very important  listening ear for the children during their 
art classes, giving them guidance and practical help, along with bucket loads of 
admiration, joy and encouragement. 

This years’ whole school picnic on the 12th of December  will be my last 
community event. (I am not having a “last assembly”) I wanted to let you know 
that I will be at the picnic and hope to use this occasion to catch up and say 
goodbye in person.  

I would like to express my tremendous gratitude for the friendship and support that I have been truly fortunate to 
receive from the KPS wider community. You’re the best!  

Warm regards Linda. 

 

 

Assemblies 

Please note that for Term 4 our assemblies will be held every second Friday.  

Dates for the rest of the year; 

Friday 30th November 
Friday 14th December 
Friday 21st December (final assembly for 2018) 
 

 



 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 

Music News 

Last Friday, six Year 6s from the KPS String and Woodwind Ensemble were lucky enough to perform at the Royal 

Melbourne Hospital (RMH).    

Students had the opportunity to play their own songs as well as the ensemble’s organised and rehearsed songs. 

There were duets, trios and solos with a range of instruments including Cello, Double Bass, Violin, Flute, Clarinet and 

Saxophone.  

John from the Department of Music Therapy came to our 

performance and told us a bit about the benefits of music in the 

hospital. The patients at RMH have the opportunity to write and 

record music during their time at the hospital.  Also, listening to 

music is beneficial to patients, staff, volunteers and visitors at the 

hospital so people like John organise performances and other 

ways to listen to music throughout the hospital. 

Everyone, from players to the audience had a great time and it 

was a great experience for the students. Thanks to Ruth Harper 

for inviting us to your ward. 

Katie & Eve  

Olivia, Bonnie, Eve, Matilda, Aisha and Katie with music therapist John 

 

Farmers’ Market 

FINAL FARMERS’ MARKET OF THE YEAR! 

The final Greenies’ Farmers’ Market of the year will take place next Thursday, 6th December.  

All produce is grown and picked fresh from our wonderful Plantmania garden. All items are for sale by donation and 

all funds raised go back into the garden, buying plants and equipment to keep it well-stocked! 

If you’ve been looking for some original Christmas presents that support a good cause, look no further! The Greenies 

have been working on some delicious home-made food and drinks for the festive season, which will all be available 

at the final market. 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT – WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 
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F  undraising News 
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Community News 

The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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