
Year 4 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 
In Reading, students worked on predicting using clues from the text. They used clues such as titles, images, blurb and 
the author to make predictions about what the text would be about before reading. They justified their predictions 
by referencing the text clue and how they combined it with their prior knowledge to make a prediction.  This week, 
students made predictions part way through reading the text. They looked at how the setting, characters and events 
can help to make a prediction about how the story will end.  While online students have shared their predictions in 
the chat or by turning on their microphone and speaking to each other. 

 

 

 
How does the setting affect 
our predictions? 

 

BLURB: 
It's Splat's first day of school, and he's worried. 
What if he doesn't make any new friends? 
Nervous kitties wondering about friends and 
school will enjoy laughing along with Splat the 
Cat! 

Just in case, Splat decides to bring along his pet 
mouse, Seymour, and hides him in his lunchbox. 
The teacher, Mrs. Wimpydimple, introduces Splat 
to the class and he soon starts learning all his 
important cat lessons. 

 
How can a blurb help us to predict? 

 
Writing 

In Writing, students developed their writing skills and stamina by writing short stories following the narrative 
structure of introduction, problem, solution and ending. As a class they chose three words which they would then 
incorporate into their stories. Students were given five minutes to plan for their story, focusing on the elements they 
needed to include. They were then given thirty minutes to draft their story using paragraphs to show a clear 
structure. Students then had five minutes to re-read their work and do a quick revise and edit. They were able to 
share their work to the class and receive feedback on their writing. 

Students then continued with their learning about the structures and features of explanation texts. They completed 
a mini water cycle experiment during Big Question and used this to independently plan an explanation text around it 
using a graphic organiser. They then used their plans to begin drafting following the text structure and language 
features of an explanation text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy 

In Numeracy, students are learning to locate a right angle on 2D and 3D shapes.They selected 2D/ 3D objects or 
shapes and identified the right angles and angles that were more than and less than a right angle that they found. 
Students looked at finding symmetry in shapes. They identified lines of symmetry in shapes and pictures. They built 
on their understanding of shape by exploring the area of regular and irregular shapes. They measured and compared 
the area of a variety of regular and irregular shapes.  
 
Students continue to expand their understanding of fractions by converting mixed numbers to improper fractions 
and back again.Students were given the opportunity to read and write a range of mixed and improper fractions. They 
were also able to convert a mixed number into an improper fraction, as well as convert an improper fraction to a 
mixed number. Students then converted fractions into decimals using a hundredths chart. Students reinforced their 
knowledge of fractions by learning to locate fractions on a number line. Students viewed fractions as numbers on a 
number line, represented fractions on a number line and used skip counting to locate fractions on a number line.  

Working remotely gave students the opportunity to expand their knowledge by finding their own examples in a 
home setting and developing their independence as mathematicians.  

 

 

 



Big Question 

In Big Question, students went further in their understanding of plasma as the fourth state 
of matter. They read and researched about it and completed a connect, extend and 
challenge task. Students also looked at jobs that dealt with solids, liquids and gases in an 
interesting way. 

Students began to plan their own experiment around the topic of solids, liquids or gases. 
They thought about and posed a question they could conduct an experiment around. 
Students decided on an aim for the experiment and planned out the materials they would 
need to conduct their experiment. During remote learning students were able to select and 
engage with household items to create their experiment.  
 

 

Music  

Working from home during Week 7 gave the students the opportunity to explore the technology of materials 
available at home to create their own musical instruments. They were encouraged to sort their sounds into high and 
low or long and short. This activity also gave them the opportunity to discover the scientific conditions that will 
create certain sounds, for example, what makes the sound higher or lower? 

Spanish 

In Spanish, students have been working on their hobbies. They have created a dialogue using formulaic language and 
started to create their draft cartoon. Students learnt about the Argentinean cartoon Mafalda, analysed how aspects 
of character are developed and applied these concepts to their own characters. 

Art 

In Art, Year 3/4 students had to unfortunately take a mini break from their unit on clay. We instead focused on 
building some important skills in drawing with a focus on creating value using pencils. Students created a piece in the 
style of an optical illusion, using their pencils to show value. Hopefully the pieces also aided students in a 
mindfulness exercise and break from screens! 

 

Physical Education 

In P.E., students readjusted to home learning and were asked to practice Athletics at home using balls, paper plates, 
etc. Students revisited triple jump, long jump, shotput & discus techniques and brainstormed ways on how these 
techniques could be practised in the home.  

They were also encouraged to keep active and challenged to score as many points in one day using an exercise 
rubric. 

 
 

 


