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Calendar of events 

 

 

January Fri 22nd  9:30am – 12:30pm 

9:30am – 12:30pm 

2021 School Fees payable at office 

DCS Clothing onsite  – available for school uniform purchase 

 Wed 27th  

1:30pm – 5:30pm 

Curriculum Day – No students attend school – Pupil Free Day 

2021 School Fees payable at office 

 Thu 28th  Curriculum Day – No students attend school – Pupil Free Day 

 Fri 29th   Year 1 – 6 students commence Term 1 

February Mon 1st  2021 Foundation students commence Term 1 

 

  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary, 

This is the final newsletter which will be written for 

2020. Reflecting back on newsletters and communication 

sent this year there were a range of messages and 

information. I remember messages of planning for 

remote learning, organisation of matrixes, timetables 

and learning packs. There were many emails and calls of 

reassurance and gratitude.  

Thinking back to when Kensington was the third school 

to close in the State due to the pandemic the support 

delivered by all stakeholders was swift and supportive. I 

need to acknowledge the support from South Western Region and the Department of Education. At this time we did 

not have a master plan.  Our core goal was to ensure our whole school community was safe. I think back to the first 

stage of remote learning, the confusion, the anxiety, the hope that we could ensure our students felt connected and 

continued to learn. I believe we accomplished a great deal due to the commitment of all staff members at KPS, the 

support of our families and the openness of our students to take on new challenges. 

 Thank you to those parents who sent such warm and supportive messages. 

The joy of a school is the community. The children walking through the gates with their parents, being able to speak 

with staff and have the freedom to walk into the school grounds and buildings. This semester we saw students 

walking through the gates by themselves, splashing on some sanitiser, some wearing masks, making their way to 

their classroom independently. Our students have risen to the challenges presented this year, although not an easy 

task, our students have experienced extreme challenges, but have continued to be positive and look forward to a 

more positive 2021.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my staff who continued to teach throughout the pandemic. As the 

principal of KPS I was humbled by the ‘can do’ attitude, time and effort put into ensuring parents were informed 

about the weekly tasks and that students were taught through a screen for two terms. A huge thank you to the staff 

members who were ‘willing and able’ to support students of essential workers during the lock downs, your 

generosity was sincerely appreciated by our families who were unable to work from home.  

I would like to thank the members of the School Improvement Team Hayley Merat, Haylee Horn and Rachel Gurr for 

their consistent support and leadership throughout this year.  

I would like to thank Julie Stephens, Assistant Principal who has been a power house throughout this year. 

As a community I would like to acknowledge the support each family has provided the school with. This year has not 

been easy, however I believe we can celebrate what a community is capable of achieving during challenging times. 

Thank you for your support, your kindness and your trust. 

 I hope everyone has some time to reset and refresh over the holidays.  

I am looking forward to closing the door on 2020, taking on board the learnings and reflections I have made 

throughout this year and I look forward to an amazing 2021.  
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I am delighted to announce that Kensington Primary will continue as part of the School Wide Positive Behaviour 

Initiative in 2021 and have been selected to participate in the DET initiative of Professional Learning Communities 

also in 2021. We will also continue to work with Julian Bradford an Educational Improvement Leader for South 

Western Region. 

Bridget 

 

 

Graduation 2020 

Thank you to Hang and Grace for the organisation and coordination of the 2020 Graduation. Due to restrictions this 

event was originally going to be students only. It was great that with the restrictions easing we were able to invite 

parents. Thank you for the positive messages of gratitude from the KPS community.  

It was wonderful that after such a challenging year of isolation and remote teaching we are able to gather as a 

community to celebrate the graduation of the 2020 year 6 class.  

I would like to share a quote by Carol Dweck  

Foundation  Jake Bovill Lucy Blomfield Danni Kelly  Maddie Griffin – 

Team Leader  

Year 1 Rachel Gurr/ Andrea Malena  Moana Mouri Jess Fillipis - Team 

Leader 

 

Year 2 Jessica Birchell - Team Leader Adam Cameron  Hang tran  

Year 3  Amanda May/ Haylee Horn Fleur Harvey Jade Lisbin Tim Rhodes - Team 

Leader 

Year 4  Simon Lukic – Team Leader Sophia Dimitriou Jenny Walker  

Year 5/6 Sophia Anastasiadis/Shani 

Davies 

Caitlin Hamer Sarah Heaton-

Harris - Team 

Leader 

Fiona Livingstone 

 Priyanka Advani    

Specialists  Spanish – Rachel Tattersal Music -  Andrew 

Warmington 

PE – Nucc 

Presutti 

Art – Elise Andrew 

 

 Language Learning 

Intervention 

Louisa Callanan 

Cooking & Gardening 

Kate Fidele  

  

 

 

Education 

Support 

Staff  

Christine Cardwell, Joy d’agostino, Anna Williams, Jo Schaeche, Tracey McKay, Caroline Lontos and 

Nadia Origlia 
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“If parents want to give their children a gift, the best thing they can do is to teach their children to love challenges, 

be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort, and keep on learning” 

I choose this quote as this year has been like no other, we did not have a roadmap and drew on our resilience, our 

work ethic, our curiosity and creativity to find the positive aspects and continue to grow and thrive. 

I congratulate our Year 6 students for their successes and achievements throughout their time at Kensington Primary 

and wish them all the very best for 2021 as they take on their next adventure at Secondary School. 

 

STAFFING NEWS  

Returning, Departing and New Staff  

We warmly welcome some familiar faces and some new faces to Kensington Primary in 2021. We also wish staff 

members taking on new roles for 2021 all the very best. 

Lucy Blomfield will return to Kensington Primary in 2021. 

Danni Kelly will return to Kensington Primary in 2021 from maternity leave.   

Andrea Malina will return to Kensington Primary in 2021 from maternity leave. 

Shani Davies will return to Kensington Primary in 2021 from maternity leave. 

We welcome Jessica Birchell to join our KPS community. Jess is passionate about literacy and numeracy and student 

engagement. 

We welcome Tim Rhodes who is experienced working with high ability students as well as the curriculum area of 

STEM. 

We welcome Fiona Livingstone who has worked with our students in 2020, Fiona is skilled in differentiation and 

working with high ability students. 

We welcome Sophie Anastasiadis who will be taking on the role of Learning Specialist. We look forward to 

welcoming Sophie to the School Improvement Team. 

We welcome Moana Mouri, Caitlin Hamer and Jade Lisbon who will be commencing their first year of teaching at 

Kensington Primary. Moana, Caitlin and Jade have spent a number of days at KPS working in classrooms familiarising 

themselves with our instructional models and practises.  

Elizabeth Howes will be exploring a passion of Forest Schooling in 2021, we wish her all the very best. 

Ebony Barber has completed her contract at Kensington Primary, we wish her all the very best. 

Katie Lawrie is making a sea change for 2021 and will be taking on a teaching role at Armstrong Creek, we wish her 

all the very best.  
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Georgia Ford has completed her contract at Kensington Primary, we wish her all the very best. 

Scott Hoatson has completed his contract at Kensington Primary, we wish him all the very best. 

Rhyl Davies will be taking leave in 2021, we wish her all the best and look forward to her return in 2022. 

Rachel Ryan will be taking on a teaching role at Roslyn Primary, much closer to home. We look forward to welcoming 

Rachel back to KPS in 2022. 

Claire McKeown will be taking 6 months leave to under take a position at the AEU. We look forward to welcoming 

her back in Third term. 

Ryan McCann will taking on a role at Kororoit Creek Primary, we wish him all the very best. 

Grace Smith-Davies will be teaching at Elsternwick Primary and taking on further studies in 2021, we look forward to 

welcoming Grace back to KPS in 2022.  

Chris Kloester will be returning to his base school Westbreen in 2021, we wish him all the very best.  

 

Application For Minor Capital Works Fund 

In previous newsletters I wrote to inform our school community that work has been undertaken with the the KPS 

School Council to apply for funding through the Victorian Schools Building Authority. The funds from this grant were 

to be used to further develop and extend our playgrounds and outside facilities for our students. Our application for 

this funding was unfortunately unsuccessful. 

 

 In the latest round of State Budget funding for schools Kensington Primary was not allocated any funding for 

Building and Ground works. As a community we will continue to fund raise and use the voluntary contributions made 

to the Buildings and Grounds fund to update our facilities. 
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Camps, Sports And Excursions Fund (Csef) 2021 

New applicants should contact the school office to   obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 2020, you do not need to complete an application form in 

2021 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.  

 

You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2021 or you did not apply in 

2020. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, 

or new siblings commencing at the school in 2021. 
 

Second Hand Uniforms 

If you are cleaning out your cupboards over the holidays and have school uniforms that are no long needed in your 

home; we would love them for our second hand uniform stalls.  We will be having a stall in Term 1. 

Please hand your items into the school office.  They need to be washed, pressed and in a plastic bag (zip lock are 

great) with the size written on it. 

 
2021 Book Packs 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

