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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary, 

We are aware our families with siblings at Mount Alexander 

College who have been required to quarantine will have 

undertaken their final covid test and I’m sure are looking 

forward to being able to go on walks and be less restricted. 

As a community this has been a very challenging time and 

we congratulate the parents and children who have 

undertaken being in quarantine, facing another unique 

challenge. You are a part of the rich history of the 

Kensington Community.  

Science Week 2021 

The school theme for National Science Week 2021 is Food: Different by 
Design. It honours the United Nations International Year of Fruits and 
Vegetables and the International Year of Creative Economy for 
Sustainable Development. A very big thank you to our own Andrew 
Warmington who has been incredibly creative and flexible virtually 
celebrating Science Week. We are very grateful for the support of our 
parents who work in the science field who participated in interviews, 
which were shared by teachers for students to learn more about the 
various scientific fields. A very big thank you to Tim, Sebastian, Nadia, 
Miranda, Martin, Daniel, Carla and Andrea for sharing information and 
providing our students with a unique experience. A big thank you to 
Jake our foundation teacher who demonstrated making bagels and 
explaining how science plays a major role in the baking process.  

Young Leaders  

As part of the School Wide Positive Behaviour initiative, we are exploring 

student voice working with a group of very motivated year 6 students to 

discuss what is working well at KPS and what could be further improved. 

Sophie Anastasiadis our year 5/6 Learning Specialist and I met with the 

Young Leaders group via WebEx to collect some data and to explore 

common themes. Our Young Leaders will be working with students across 

the school to lead conversations, promote the school values of Respect, 

Responsibility, Creativity, Resilience and Learn. Student forums will be facilitated so that all interested 

students can participate. As this is a new initiative at KPS we are looking at refining, taking on feedback and 

providing our students with the opportunity to develop a legacy for our school community. I was delighted 

to be part of the conversations and to work with our passionate students.   
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Book Week  

Each year since 1945 the CBCA has brought children and 

books together across Australia through CBCA Book Week. 

During this time schools and public libraries spend one 

glorious week celebrating books and Australian children's 

authors and illustrators. Classroom teachers, teacher 

librarians and public librarians create colourful displays, 

develop activities, run competitions and tell stories relating 

to a theme to highlight the importance of reading. You will 

often see parades with students dressed as their favourite 

book character. 

At Kensington Primary we will continue to celebrate Book 

Week virtually. An amazing group of teachers Haylee, 

Sophie, Jess F, Louisa, Lucy and Maddie have put together 

some wonderful opportunities to participate in some 

amazing Book Week activities. As a community we look 

forward to celebrating Book Week. Please visit our site for  

to view our creativity. 

https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/kpsbookweek/home  

Thank you to everyone in our community who has been so supportive to each other. We are hopeful that 

by following the latest restrictions that we are able to welcome everyone back onsite on Friday the 3rd of 

September. 

  

https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/kpsbookweek/home


Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 

High Achievers Program  

The High Achievers Program is a Department of Education initiative recognising High-ability students from 
Prep to Year 12 who will be provided with the opportunity to benefit from the Victorian Challenge and 
Enrichment Series, a new series of high-quality, funded extension activities across all areas of the 
curriculum.  

The Department is centrally managing the selection process for the program based on student academic 
performance. Parents of students selected for the program will be provided with more information about 
the program by their school.  

Three of our year 5 students participated in a 10 week focus of extension in writing. I have provided some 
excerpts of the writing undertaken.  

 

The story of an ancient evil 

An ancient evil consumed the land of Alfhiem. It destroyed everything in its path. What is this evil? Well, this evil is 

Vos, and this is the story of how he was banished to an unknown reality never to be seen again.  

Our story centers around two people, Selemad and Neftre. Selemad was a blacksmith and hence a master swordsman 

and Neftre was his wife who was a seamstress who made cloaks dresses and the like. This was the day after they had 

found Neftre was pregnant and an announcement was being played on the Tilko, everybody was listening in from 

their homes. The king of Alfheim had just started talking about the war. “An ancient evil has risen from Muspelheim, A 

villain more powerful than Surtur himself”. “If we don’t act now, he will devour the nine worlds before we can even 

send an army. This means we can’t wait for volunteers so all men age 18 and ups names will be put in a barrel and 

100,000 names will be drawn if you are chosen you have to join the army whether you like it or not.  

 

 

Selemad                                        and                                                Neftre 
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Finally, the day of choosing came. It took forever but finally the last name was to be announced, Selemad had 
managed to not be chosen and hoped it would stay that way but then the words came out of the king’s mouth, “the 
last person to join the army will be…. Selemad Kingsbury!”  Selemad was shocked what if he died? Then he would 
never be able to meet his son! But he had to go otherwise he would live guilty his entire life and who wants shame 
and guilt following them at every turn? Just as he was thinking these thoughts Neftre raced into the room pleading 
for him to stay but Selemad had to protect his legacy to help whenever he could so he went to sleep hearing Neftre 
cry silently in the bed next to him. 
 
 
A week passed then a month and then the time came for the first day of war. The evil had now been christened Vos 

and seeing as he wasn’t going to come out of hiding till tomorrow (according to the oracles) they would take the 

fight to him. They were in the armoury now, a dusty room smelling of only blood and death with a shed like interior. 

The armourer, a gruff sounding big man was ordering everybody to get into chainmail and pick a sword and shield. 

Selemad of course didn’t need to pick a weapon because he had brought his own which he named slayer. Slayer was 

a magnificent hammer imbued with the power of lightning and enchanted by Loik the enchantress after he saved her 

life when she was about to ride her horse of a cliff. Selemad had built the hammer with his own hands it had a 

crimson glow and a magnificent silver handle. 

Cormac – Year 5  

Somberwald was an exciting place, so to speak. Filled to the brim, with ghouls, goblins, dragons and werewolves and 

with Emrackul the dark king returning from the underworld, that danger increased tenfold. But somberwald had a 

prophecy. An Elfinhorn, a fairy and a weird looking alien would fight Emrackul’s power. Just not in a very practical 

way. 

 

In which Gerald is threatened with death. 

Gerald woke up at 3:00 am. “WAKE UP! WAKE UP!” yelled Jeffy. Gerald groaned. He hated being a fairy. He was a 

cynical sort of person and having to follow some silly Elfinhorn kid around didn't help his temper. It did quite the 

opposite, in fact. “WAKE UP!” Jeffy (the silly Elfinhorn kid) insisted.  

“What is it?” Gerald groaned. 

“a death threat!” said Jeffy, completely oblivious to what a death threat actually was. He waved a piece of rolled up 

parchment in Gerald’s face. Gerald took the “death threat” and began to read. 

“This is a death threat.” he read aloud. “Your village shall burn, like a twig in a fire and your speck of an existence 

shall come to an end.” 

“See?” 

“Hold on Jeffy.” Gerald said before he could interrupt him again. “there's more. You must give me the Somberwald 

sword, or the previously stated events will come to pass, and you shall die. This is a death threat. 

“Don’t you get it? It's a death threat!” said Jeffy happily. Gerald groaned. The prophecy was beginning. 
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Chapter 2 

In which the weird looking alien is introduced. 

Gerald always knew that he was the fairy from the prophecy, and that Jeffy was the Elfinhorn. But he just couldn’t 

figure out who the alien was. He had speculated that it could be Jeffendorfer, who claimed he was from Saturn, but 

that was absurd. How could that happy-go-lucky idiot have anything to do with saving the world? 

Gerald couldn't sleep that night. The death threat seemed to glare at him, threatening him with death. But he could 

prevent it. The sword was safely hidden, in the Somberwald shrine, and he knew where it was, so he could prevent 

it. But it wasn’t that easy. The prophecy was written by Ol’ joe the soothsayer, and he could soothsay the exact time 

you would eat lunch in 3.0091276453984371001 years. So Ol’ joe was accurate, and if Gerald gave up the sword, 

reality would break down, the sun would supernova, and approximately 378,910,117,723 alternate timelines would 

open up, and your sandwich would set on fire. So, Gerald could not give up the sword. His life depended on it.  

The next day, Jeffy woke him from his dreamless sleep and dragged him to Jeffendorfers house. Jeffy started talking 

within 0.03 seconds of their arrival and did not stop until 4:00 pm. But after 657 rounds of “TurtleTortureBros” they 

went home. Gerald couldn’t sleep that night not only because of the death threat, but also because of the constant 

loop of the TurtleTortureBros egg power up in his head. He woke up from his 30 minutes of sleep to the smell of fire 

and the sound of screaming. He zipped outside to see the Eldrazi of the shadowlands storming the village and setting 

stuff on fire. Gerald only wished he could have had another half hour of sleep.  

Blurb: The prophecy was written by ol’ joe the soothsayer, and he could soothsay the exact time you would eat 

lunch in 3.0091276453984371001 years. So ol’ joe was accurate, and if Gerald gave up the sword, reality would 

break down, the sun would supernova, and approximately 378,910,117,723 alternate timelines would open up, and 

your sandwich would set on fire. So, Gerald could not give up the sword. His life depended on it. 

Rafferty – Year 5  

Requests for Onsite Attendance  

All families will have received a COMPASS alert providing the most update procedure for requesting onsite 

supervision.  
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Womindjeka / Wominjeka 

Womindjeka / Wominjeka means 'welcome' in the language groups of 

the Boon Wurrung and Woiwurrung (Wurundjeri) peoples of the Kulin 

Nation - the Traditional Owners of the land where the city of 

Melbourne now stands. Melbourne is the capital city of Victoria, and 

Australia's second-largest city. A big thank you to Danni Kelly who has 

coordinated our students to create a wonderful installation. 

We wish Danni all the very best as she prepares to commence 

maternity leave.  

 

 

Warm 

Wishes – 

Bridget  

 
 

2021 Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The 

Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 

that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the 

Parent Opinion Survey). It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school 

climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will 

use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

Approximately 50 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey 

are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 19th July 

to Friday 3rd September. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 

within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be 

available in a range of languages other than English. These include Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), 

Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

Survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through annual reporting.  

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information. 
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Science Week 

Science Week at KPS is now in full swing, although of course it has to be an online version due to the extension of 

remote learning. This week class teachers have the opportunity to show their students interviews with parents in our 

community who are scientists. I recorded these interview videos via the Webex platform, making it easy to share the 

amazing range of scientific expertise in the parent community. Disciplines range from immunology and optometry to 

agricultural science, lasers and spatial engineering, and the students did a great job thinking of the interview 

questions themselves. My heartfelt thanks go to all the parents who participated in the interviews and gave us so 

much insight into their work. A special mention goes to those who put in extra effort to make additional instructional 

videos for the students. 

Science Week is also about food-based activities at home, 

since the theme is Food: Different by Design. Remember that 

cooking, preserving, bottling and fermenting at home are 

great ways to stimulate your child’s thinking about the 

science of food, particularly the transformation of 

substances during the process. Families are encouraged to 

take photos of their efforts in the kitchen because this would 

make it possible to bring in photos and create a display 

when we are back on site at school. 

The final event of Science Week, the whole-school picnic, is 

cancelled because of the extended lockdown. However, if 

you have supported Science Week in any way, big or small, 

we thank you for it!  

Andrew Warmington 

Coordinator –Science Week  

 

 

  



Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 

Dress As Your Hero Day 

Hello KPS, 

We are having a dress as your hero day to 

raise money for: ‘Food Bank.’  

 

When: This term, Week 9, Friday 10th 

September. 

Why?  

‘To raise money for Food Bank, so people can 

get enough food.’ 

Remember: to bring a gold coin donation. 

But...what do I wear? Here are a few costume 

ideas: 

Do you know any heroes? WAIT! I mean real 

superheroes. 

Don’t dress up as superheroes from movies. 

We would like you to see you dressed up as 

your real hero.  

 

Think about who your hero is. 

The Junior School Leaders would like to know:  

Who is your Superhero? 

 

Dress as your Superhero 

on Friday 10th 

September. 

 

Don’t forget your gold 

coin donation! 
 

 

 

I need ideas: 
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Do you like to play 

tennis?  

‘Ash Barty is my 

Superhero and she won 

Wimbledon and that is 

hard to do and it was 

her child-hood 

dream.She has played 

games for many years.’ 

(Asher) 

You could dress up as 

Ash Barty- the second 

Indigenous Australian 

tennis player to win 

Wimbledon.  

You could carry a tennis 

racquet, ball and wear 

white shorts. 

 

Or perhaps your Superhero 

is someone you know: 

‘ My Superhero is my Mum 

as I love that she helps me 

do the right word and with 

my music when I play the 

violin.’ (Sophie R) 

‘My Mum is my Superhero 

because she helps me do 

lots of things. I would wear 

a nice dress because she 

always looks pretty.’ 

‘My Mum is my Superhero 

because she gives me 

plenty of cuddles.’ 

‘My sister is my Superhero 

because she helps me build 

my tower.’ 

 

‘Scientists are my 

Superhero because they 

give us information, like 

real information about 

gravity.’ (Advay) 

You can dress like all the 

different kinds of 

Scientists. What does a 

Scientist look like for 

you?  

 

 

 

‘Sleeping is my Superhero 
as it gives me lots of energy 
for my school day.’ (Rita) 
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 ‘ My Superhero is Elise 

because she does nice 

artwork and I really like 

the art she makes. She 

also helps me with what 

to do in art when I don’t 

know what to do’ 

(Grace) 

 ‘Your super-hero could 

be an artist, like 

Michelangelo. 

Michelangelo is my 

Superhero because he is 

very creative and I like 

very creative things. I 

like lots of detail.’ (Huck) 

‘You could dress up as 

an artist with a 

paintbrush and wear a 

smock.’ 

 

‘Eufrosina Cruz- Why? In 
Mexico, some women can’t 
go to university, but she 
changed that and she 
taught other girls.’ (Sophie 
E) 

 

 

Thank you, 

Junior School Leaders (Foundation to Year 2) 
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Learning Snapshots @ KPS 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Making connections and Visualising Skip the word 

In reading the students have moved on from 
making connections and begun to learn about the 
comprehension strategy of visualising. Students 
have been learning about how to create images in 
their mind when they read, using our prior 
knowledge and evidence from the text. 
 
If you are reading a book with your child at home, 
try covering up the images and ask them to 
visualise their own unique illustrations.  

Students have also been practising the strategy ‘skip the word’. 
They have been reading books at and practising skipping the word 
and reading the rest of the sentence to see if there are clues. Clues 
like using the pictures and using the initial sound.  
 
They have also used the strategy of re-reading the sentence after 
they have solved the word to make sure it makes sense. 

 

 

 
Writing 

Narrative writing Writers’ Notebook 

Students have been learning about narrative texts. They have been 
developing their understanding of what goes into a narrative by reading 
mentor texts and writing about the elements in the stories.  
 
We have been unpacking characters, settings, problems and solutions in 
mentor texts, in preparation for students to create their own stories. Most 
recently we have been focusing on problems and solutions.Students used the 
mentor texts as a model to base their writing on. They then draw their 
thinking and follow this with writing to match. 

In our Writers’ Notebook sessions we 
have focused on the secretarial skills of 
the students. Students have been 
learning about how to use fullstops and 
capital letters.  
 
The foundations have also had a big 
focus on using descriptive words to 
make their writing more interesting.   

  

Numeracy 



Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 

Number Measurement Mass 

Students have been learning about addition. They have 
engaged in tasks that require them to roll dice and add 
numbers together to find the total. Students have been 
learning about the different strategies that can help 
them add; count all of the dots, count on from any 
number and count on from the largest number. They 
have used the model of part-part-whole to record their 
thinking.  

The foundation's students have been learning about weight. 
They have been using the skill of hefting to weigh . items at 
school and at home. They have then been putting them in 
order from order from lightest to heaviest.  

 

 

 
Big Question 

Over the term we have been looking at the big question ‘What Lives Here?’. Students went through a mini inquiry cycle 
where they learnt specifically about ocean animals.  They went through tuning in, finding out, sorting information, 
going further with their learning and then began to make conclusions about ocean animals. Unfortunately due to 
remote learning we had to pause on the taking action part of the cycle.  
 
Students have now begun another mini inquiry cycle about land animals, and we are specifically focusing on Australian 
animals and their habitats. The cycle will follow a similar sequence to the ocean animals.  

 

 

 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Foundation students have been focusing on Kicking and the skills associated with this. Skills such as trapping the ball 
with your foot on top, dribbling around obstacles, passing the ball to a wall and back and if you are lucky enough, 
passing to someone in your household. Small games incorporating these skills have also been simulated in the home 
to further reinforce these skills.  

Spanish 

In Spanish, Foundation students have been working on the sounds in family words. They have been creating artwork 
around the tricky words like hermano/a (brother/sister) and learnt about the silent h. 
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Music 

In Music/Drama, Foundation students have been working on creating their own drama script at home during remote 
learning in the manner of a drawn cartoon. They used a brainstorm of simple characters and problems, and were 
encouraged to act out their drama by taking on one of their characters. We also looked at a short video of how 
Beauty and the Beast was acted on a stage to better understand how a drama can arise from a person’s character. 

 
Year 1 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

  

 
Students read 3 books Sail Away: The Ballad of Skip and Nell (Mem 
Fox), The Big Book of Mistakes (Corinna Luyken) and The Snail and 
the Whale (Julia Donaldson). They then analysed their favourite (and 
not so favourite) elements and explained why this was the case. 
Students summarised their opinions on the books they have read by 
selecting their favourite overall and voting on a Year 1 Google Form. 
The winner was… THE BIG BOOK OF MISTAKES!  

 
This past week, the students have begun 
recognising the imagery in their mind as 
they read. The students read poems and 
short passages from texts and drew what 
they have visualised. Ask you child to 
describe what they see. We create pictures 
in our mind! 

 
Writing 
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Students have used what they have learnt whilst reading and applying procedural texts to their writing over the past 2 
weeks. The students wrote a variety of procedures, all of which have been different! Beginning with writing about 
wonderful creations, students wrote a procedure about how to make a creation with a select group of toys. Master Chef- 
watch out the Year 1s are coming! The students wrote delicious recipes about the snacks that they are making at home 
whilst learning remotely. The success criteria for the students has seen the students include all elements of a procedure- 
Heading, Materials/Ingredients and Steps. The students are extending themselves by adding more complex verbs and 
illustrations to support the reader. 

 
Numeracy 
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WATCH OUT!! The Year 1 students might just walk around, beside, under or even over you to demonstrate the Learning 
Goal and Success Criteria! Students have used well known and loved stories to draw maps to demonstrate positional 
language (where something is) and directional language (how something moves). It has been wonderful to see the 
students really engage with the WebEx Maths Meetings to demonstrate words on the screen. 

 
 

Big Question 

 

 

 

 
Students continued to make observations about light and sound. They used Google Classroom to observe videos and 
read rich texts regarding shadows. The students observed the shadow in the videos and the home environment and 
explained how these shadows were made. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 1 students have been focusing on Kicking and the skills associated with this. Skills such as trapping the ball with 
your foot on top, dribbling around obstacles, passing the ball to a wall and back and if you are lucky enough, passing 
to someone in your household. Small games incorporating these skills have also been simulated in the home to 
further reinforce these skills.  

Spanish 

In Spanish, Year 1 students have been working on the sounds in family words. They have been creating artwork 
around the tricky words like hermano/a (brother/sister) and learnt about the silent h. 

Music 

In Music/Drama, Year 1 students have been working on creating their own drama script at home during remote 
learning in the manner of a drawn cartoon. They used a brainstorm of simple characters and problems, and were 
encouraged to act out their drama by taking on one of their characters. We also looked at a short video of how 
Beauty and the Beast was acted on a stage to better understand how a drama can arise from a person’s character. 
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

The Year 2 children have been learning to summarise a narrative to 
deepen their understanding of what they are reading. To support 
their summarising, students are collecting keywords as they read. 
The keywords relate to characters, setting, the problems and 
solutions. The children use these keywords to summarise what has 
happened in their own words. As a class we have read Rose Meets 
Mr Wintergarden, Puffling and The Miracle of Wooden Duck.   

Guided Reading is continuing online, once a week students meet 
with their Guided Reading group, reading together and focusing on 
their individual goals. It has been lovely working in these small 
groups. 

 

 
 

A response to “Piranhas Don’t Eat Bananas” 

 

 
Writing 

 

Year 2 students have begun learning how to 
write persuasive texts. They have been 
learning about the structure of a persuasive 
text, the introduction that hooks the reader in, 
the main body that includes 3 reasons with 
examples and a conclusion that restates their 
opinion and tells the reader to do something. 
Students are using books they know and love 
and have decided what award they would like 
their book to receive; 

Some book awards the children have come up 
with include:   

·    The Smartest Character Award 
·    The Friendliest Character Award 
·    The Best Adventure Book 
·    The Bravest Character Award 
·    The Most Magical Book 
·    The Best Surprise Book 

The students then reread the book to find 
examples in the book that will persuade the 
reader that the book deserves the award. 
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The students have shared persuasive words 
with each other and they have revised their 
writing to make it more convincing. The 
persuasive word list included: 

·    Should 

·    Must 

·    Definitely 

·    Inspirational 

·    Mind Blowing 

·    Epic 

 

 

 

 
Numeracy 

The Year 2 children have been learning how to 
solve a variety of division problems using 
materials and drawing visual representations. 
The children have been sharing collections 
into arrays (rows and columns) and equal 
groups. Students have begun to use their 
knowledge of skip counting to share 
collections into equal groups. 

Problems have included: 

You are making lolly bags for your own party. 
You have 30 lollies - how many lolly bags will 
you make and how many lollies are in each 
bag? 
  
There are 18 bananas in a bunch. Three 
people will share them. How many for each 
person? 
  

Tame wants to plant another orchard with 
oranges. He gets 24 trees. Find different ways 
Tame can plant 24 trees in rows and columns.  
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Big Question 

Last week, students continued to inquire into how living things survive 
and thrive in the environment. This inquiry was conducted in a variety of 
ways, The children watched a purposely selected video about plants, 
took notes and discussed their learning. Students also made observations 
of their environments and sorted what they saw into categories of living, 
once living and never living. Finally, students were asked to go for a 
wander in their garden and find an invertebrate to observe closely and 
sketch. 
 
This week is National Science Week and to celebrate we have put a pause 
on our Big Question to offer cooking based science experiments, videos 
of science experiments and interviews with Scientists (who are a part of 
our school community) and some food related learning activities.   
 
Thank you for supporting your child with conducting the experiments. 
We know the children have had a lot of fun with the cooking 
experiments.   

Observing and sketching Invertebrates 

 
 
Making honeycomb 

 
 
Making Ice cream in a bag 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 2 students have been focusing on Kicking and the skills associated with this. Skills such as trapping the ball with 
your foot on top, dribbling around obstacles, passing the ball to a wall and back and if you are lucky enough, passing 
to someone in your household. Small games incorporating these skills have also been simulated in the home to 
further reinforce these skills. 

Spanish 

In Spanish, Year 2 students have been working on the sounds in family words. They have been creating artwork 
around the tricky words like hermano/a (brother/sister) and learnt about the silent h. 

Music 

In Music/Drama, Year 2 students have been working on creating their own drama script at home during remote 
learning in the manner of a drawn cartoon. They used a brainstorm of simple characters and problems, and were 
encouraged to act out their drama by taking on one of their characters. We also looked at a short video of how 
Beauty and the Beast was acted on a stage to better understand how a drama can arise from a person’s character. 

 
Year 3 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Over the last 2 weeks, students have been introduced to a new comprehension strategy, inferring. Through 2 texts 
written by Jackie French, students are focusing on inferring meaning from unknown words and phrases as well as 
character’s feelings. The first text of focus are Nanberry, a text about an 8-year old Aboriginal boy who comes into 
contact with the first arrivals in Australia in the late 1700s. The second text, Fire, also by Jackie inspired by bushfires 
that have affected many people across Australia. It is a story of a natural disaster from the perspective of a 
cockatoo.  

 

 

Writing 

Poetry- Last week, student’s wrote a poetic response to the Olympics in the style of either a limerick, a rhyming 
couplet or a free verse. Here is a selection of the poems that were published to share with their grade.  
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Recount. This week we began to explore the familiar genre of a recount in a new way.In the coming weeks, using the 
Big Question Australian History unit for inspiration, students will write recounts as newspaper reports or as diary 
entries from the perspective of a convict or a witness to events around the time of the First Fleet- 1788. This week we 
began to plan a piece based on a witness's account of a convict’s trial and sentencing to transportation.  

 

 

 
Numeracy 

Students continued to work on their multiplicative thinking, looking at the relationship between multiplication and 
division. They collaborated in google slides making worded problems and spent time answering each other’s 
questions, reflecting on the strategies they used. 
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Big Question - How can the Arts Help us Learn About Australian History? 

Students in Year 3 have engaged in the ‘finding out’ phase of the inquiry cycle.  Through videos, audio files and 
artwork, students have explored snapshots of life in Britain in the 1700s, convict stories and facts about the First 
Fleet.  

     

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 3 students have been focusing on Athletics at home. We have practised lead up skills for long jump and discus. 
Students have been asked to be creative in simulating a plastic plate as a discus and jumping and hopping around the 
home, trying to improve their techniques. We will further explore these topics at school using a proper discus and 
long jump pit. 

Spanish 

In Spanish, Year 3 students have continued exploring the school value of Be Creative, making parts of the games they 
invented around the feeling words. They have thought about sustainability and reused things around the home like 
cardboard to make their products more durable. 

Music 

In Music/Drama, Year 3 students have been working on creating their own drama script at home during remote 
learning in the manner of a drawn cartoon or a written script. They used a brainstorm of simple characters and 
problems, and were encouraged to act out their drama by taking on one of their characters. We also looked at a 
short video of how Beauty and the Beast was acted on a stage to better understand how a drama can arise from a 
person’s character. Students then attempted to create a drama by carefully choosing character descriptions. 

 
Year 4 Learning Snapshot 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 4 students have been focusing on Athletics at home. We have practised lead up skills for long jump and discus. 
Students have been asked to be creative in simulating a plastic plate as a discus and jumping and hopping around the 
home, trying to improve their techniques. We will further explore these topics at school using a proper discus and 
long jump pit. 

Spanish 

In Spanish, Year 4 students have continued exploring the school value of Be Creative, making parts of the games they 
invented around the feeling words. They have thought about sustainability and reused things around the home like 
cardboard to make their products more durable. 
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Music 

In Music/Drama, Year 4 students have been working on creating their own drama script at home during remote 
learning in the manner of a drawn cartoon or a written script. They used a brainstorm of simple characters and 
problems, and were encouraged to act out their drama by taking on one of their characters. We also looked at a 
short video of how Beauty and the Beast was acted on a stage to better understand how a drama can arise from a 
person’s character. Students then attempted to create a drama by carefully choosing character descriptions. 

 
Year 5/6 Learning Snaphot 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 5 /6 students continue to practise their netball skills at home. Skills such as shoulder pass, chest pass, bounce 
pass, pivoting and dodging around objects such as drink bottles or cans of food. We have also extended our general 
knowledge about netball with crosswords and written activities. This is to prepare student’s knowledge of the game 
and their skills in preparation for our SEPEP netball tournament. 

Spanish 

In Spanish, Year 5/6 students have researched cultural aspects and the economy for their Spanish-speaking country 
projects. They have looked at research skills like understanding non-fiction text structure and applied these 
techniques to find their information. They have shown leadership in sharing knowledge around using technology 
(Google Classroom) for learning. 

Music 

In Music/Drama, Year 5/6 students have been working on creating their own drama script at home during remote 
learning in the manner of a drawn cartoon or a written script. They used a brainstorm of simple characters and 
problems, and were encouraged to act out their drama by taking on one of their characters. We also looked at a 
short video of how Beauty and the Beast was acted on a stage to better understand how a drama can arise from a 
person’s character. Students then attempted to create a drama by carefully choosing character descriptions. 
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Calendar of events 

August Mon 23 – Fri 27th  Book Week 

 Tue 24th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 25th  Book Week Incursion – All years 

 Thu 26th  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day - POSTPONED 

 Fri 27th  Year 5/6 Living & Growing Incursion – VIA WEBEX 

SRC Mini Fete - POSTPONED 

September Wed 1st 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 
 

Thu 2nd  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day - POSTPONED 

 Fri 3rd  Year 5/6 Living & Growing Incursion - VIA WEBEX 

Spanish Fiesta - POSTPONED 

 Mon 6th  

 

6:00 – 8:00pm 

Year 5/6 Basketball Tournament – PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE TO 
25/10 

School Council Meeting - VIA WEBEX 

 Tue 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm School Tour for 2022 prospective parents 

 Fri 10th  Year 5/6 Living & Growing Incursion 

Junior SRC ‘ Dress as a Hero Day’ 

 Fri 17th 2:30pm finish End of Term 3 

October Tue 5th  7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 13th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
 

Fri 15th  5:30 – 7:30pm Year 2 Dinner & Disco  
Mon 18th 

Mon 18th – Tue 19th  

6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

Year 3 & 4 Camp 

 Mon 25th  Year 5/6 Basketball Tournament – NEW DATE 

November Mon 1st  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 2nd   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No students to attend school 

 Tue 9th 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Tue 16th 9:30 – 11:00am 2022 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 17th 5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 22nd  

6:00 -8:00pm 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 23rd  

9:30 – 11:00am 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

2022 Foundation Transition 

 Thu 25th  & Fri 26th   Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Mon 29th  Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

December Wed 1st   Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

 Tue 7th  

9:30 – 11:00am 

5:30pm 

Year 6 Secondary school transition 

2022 Foundation Transition 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 

 
 Fri 10th  Year 6 Graduation Farewell 

 Fri 18th 1:30pm End of Term 4 

 


