
20th February 2020 
McCracken Street Kensington Vic 3031 

Phone: (03) 9376 6013  
www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au  E-mail: kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Care Program: 0432 830 856 
Principal: Bridget McLaughlin    Assistant Principal: Julie Stephens 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

February Fri 21st  
3:00 – 3:20pm 

District Swimming – selected students 
Assembly 2C & 2D 

 Tue 25th 9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 3C 

 Wed 26th 9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 2A 

 Fri 28th 9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Ascot Vale PS - away 

 Sat 29th 3:00 – 7:00pm KPS Family Lawn Bowls afternoon 

March Mon 2nd 9:00 – 11:00am Year 6 Art Incursion 

 Tue 3rd  9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 1A 

 Wed 4th 9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 2B 

 Fri 6th 9:30 – 11:00am 
3:00 – 3:20pm 

Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V MPW Gold PS – home 
Assembly 1A & 1B 

 Mon 9th  Labour Day Public Holiday – no students to attend school 

 Tue 10th 9:00 – 11:00am 
3:40 – 6:30pm 

Cooking & Gardening 1B 
Meet the teacher 

 Wed 11th 9:00 – 11:00am 
3:40 – 6:30pm 

Cooking & Gardening 2C 
Meet the teacher 

 Fri 13th  9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Ascot Vale West PS - home 

 Tue 17th 9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 1C 

 Wed 18th 9:00 – 11:00am 
5:30 – 7:30pm 

Cooking & Gardening 2D 
Harmony Family Picnic  

 Fri 20th 9:30 – 11:00am 
3:00 – 3:20pm 

Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Avondale Heights PS – away 
Assembly 1C & 1D 

 Tue 24th 9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 1D 

 Fri 27th 9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Flemington PS - home 
End of Term 1 assembly 

April  Tue 14th  Start of Term 2 

 Mon 27th  Cross Country 

 Thu 30th  School Photos (pls note no extra makeup day) 

May Fri 1st 3:00 – 3:20pm Assembly 3A 

 Fri 15th  3:00 -  3:20pm Assembly 3B 

 Fri 29th  3:00 – 3:30pm Assembly 3C 

June Fri 12th  3:00 – 3:30pm Assembly 4A 

 Wed 17th  Yr 4-6 Athletics 

 Fri 26th  End of Term 2 
End of term Assembly 

July Mon 13th   Start of Term 3 

 Fri 24th 3:00 – 3:20pm Assembly 4B 

 Wed 29th  Year 5/6 Camp 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Camp 

 Fri 31st  Year 5/6 Camp 

August Fri 7th 3:00 – 3:20pm Assembly 4C 

September Mon 14th  Year 3/4 Camp – Lady Northcote Recreation Camp YMCA 

 Tue 15th  Year 3/4 Camp – Lady Northcote Recreation Camp YMCA 

 Fri 18th  End of Term 3 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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 Principal’s message 

This week families would have received an alert by Sentral as to a welcome overview sharing the teaching and 

learning focus throughout term 1. All families are encouraged to read through the document, discussing with your 

child or children what skills and understandings are being taught this term and how parents can support students’ 

mastery of key learnings. As previously discussed Kensington Primary is involved in a number of curriculum initiatives 

this year. All teachers have been working with a regional consultant with a focus on constructing classroom libraries 

and digging deeper into the instructional practise of instructional reading. Last year I was sent a photo of a year 1 

student’s personal classroom library organised at home! Please ensure your child is reading every night, including 

week ends. Our students read for enjoyment however are also practising comprehension strategies. Students will be 

bringing home a ‘Just Right’ book. Please note that a ‘Just Right’ book is an easy read. ‘Just Right’ 

The Goldilocks Rules for Choosing a Book that is ‘Just Right’ 

Too Easy Books 

- I understand and can retell the story without much effort or 

thought 

- I know and understand almost every word 

- I have read the book over and over and over again 

- I can read smoothly and fluently without much practise 

Too Hard Books 

- I am confused about what is happening in the story 

- There are five or more words on a page that I don’t recognise, understand or read 

- When I read I sound choppy 

- I need help with reading this book 

- I can’t retell what I have read 

Just Right Books 

- The topic is interesting to me 

- I understand what is happening in the story 

- I can retell what I have read 

- I recognise most of the words on the page, but there may be some words that are new to me 

- I can read this book myself but may need some support at times 

- This text will help me to practise and apply my reading goal 

Just Right Books will help you become a Better Reader 

 

 Meet the Teacher evenings are scheduled for the 10th and 11th of March. This is an opportunity to meet 

with your child’s/children’s teacher and all specialist teachers, all bookings can be made via Sentral. Thank 

you again for all the positive comments and discussions about the smooth start to the year.  

Bridget  
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Social Media 

At Kensington Primary School we value strong partnerships, lifelong learning, intellectual rigour, positive self-worth 

and respect for others. Parents and carers, students and staff all share responsibility for ensuring that our school is a 

positive, respectful and safe environment.  

We live in a rapidly changing world and although that provides us with opportunities, it also brings with it many 

challenges. 

One of those challenges is the positive use of social media.  We hear many stories of people of all ages being bullied 

or made to feel less worthy when compared to the images they see online.  Our role here is to assist our children to 

be discerning and critical about what they see online and to encourage them to ask us questions if they are 

distressed by anything they encounter. 

I am committed to ensuring that everyone in our school community is treated with respect, fairness and dignity. This 
is particularly important where we have a difference of opinion or where there are concerns to be raised. It is also a 
good time to remind our students, parents and carers that if they have any concerns or queries about a school 
related matter, the best way to raise it is by talking to me about it so that we can resolve it in a respectful way. It 
saddens me when I hear that our positive school culture may be being undermined by way of inaccurate comments 
on social media, or talk in the school community, rather than addressing concerns with school staff directly. 
Thankfully, such instances are very rare.  

We must take the impact of social media seriously and not underestimate the role it has in our lives and the lives of 

our children. The combination of vulnerability, the need to feel validated and a desire to belong to a peer group can 

result in a perfect storm of self-doubt. 

We can do many things to reduce the impact of negative social media experiences for our children by: 

 Modelling a healthy response to failure – none of us is perfect and through not succeeding we are learning; 

this is sometimes referred to as “failing gracefully” 

 Encouraging our children to trust people and not posts 

 Challenging our children to question the motivations of people who maintain negative social media profiles 

 Reassuring our children that making errors online is something that happens a lot but it is good to talk about 

it 

 Modelling positive and moderate online behaviour 

I want to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation of the parents and carers of our school, and I look 

forward to continuing to work in partnership with all of you through 2020. 
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Head Lice 

Head lice is an ongoing problem in schools and can be a constant annoyance for families.  

Head lice are small wingless biting insects which live and breed in 
human hair and feed by sucking blood from the scalp. 

Outbreaks of head lice are common in children in schools and 
institutions everywhere. They infest people of all socio-economic 
positions and age groups. 

How head lice are spread 

Spread is by direct head-to-head contact with a person who has head 
lice, or more rarely by contact with items which have been recently used by someone with head lice. To 
minimise the risk of students being infected we ask that students with long hair tie it up. 
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Cooking & Gardening  

During term 1 our Cooking and Gardening program will run two days a week; Tuesday and Wednesday between 9-
11. We love having parent helpers so if you are able to make it for your child’s session (or any week you are free) you 
are most welcome to come along (even if it’s just for part of the session or afterwards to assist with cleaning up) 
 
On Tuesday the 11th and Wednesday the 12th of March 3A and 4B had their sessions. The students shared the 
following reflections: 
 
Tuesday 11th March with 3A 
Talia - We planted basil and parsley in big pots. Next we watered the plants. Then we went into the chicken coop and 
fed the chickens. 
Karsa - I liked chopping the quarter of the bread. I liked getting the seed and putting the seed into the bucket. 
Jolin - I liked chopping the cucumber because I like the sounds when I chop the cucumber on the chopping board. 
Jess - I liked cooking because one of my favourite things to do is grate carrots. I’ve never made hummus before and I 
really enjoyed cutting the beetroot too. I loved eating the delicious food. 
Bodhi - The thing I like about cooking is how much things you learn. Something I like about gardening is you get to be 
with nature and outside in the sun. 
Lola - In the garden I liked to plant the broccoli and feed the chickens. In the kitchen I liked to cut the fruits. 
Charlotte - First we planted broccoli, then we swept the path so it was clean. Last we fed the chickens. 
Aleya - In the garden we had a bucket and there was lines at the top. We had to fill the bucket up with soil and then 
sprinkle some seeds on it. The seed we chose was parsley. After that we put a little bit more soil above to cover the 
seeds. We watered i and then saw the chickens. 
Harrison - I loved making potato salad. I liked seeing the chickens and finding a potato decomposing. 
Hamish - I loved going in the chicken coop and feeding the chickens. It felt really nice with them pecking on my hand 
when I fed them. 
Angus - I liked the guacamole it was very yummy. I loved planting the broccoli it was really fun. I loved gardening the 
best. 
Noah - I the garden I planted parsley. In the kitchen I cut up pita bread with Karsa. I put carrot, cheese and cucumber 
in my pita. 
Jed - Seeing a potato in the garden was fun because it’s just fun to see potatoes. I cut up chives. It smelled like a leek 
and like onions because leek is part of the onion family. 
Jesse - I liked sweeping outside. I liked grating the carrot. 
Darcy - In gardening we planted broccoli sprouts in a group of three. My group was me, Harvey and Charlotte. But 
my favourite thing was the chickens. 
Hector - In gardening I enjoyed planting broccoli. In cooking I enjoyed juicing lemons for the hummus. I put potato 
salad, carrots, cheese and cucumber in my pita. 
Magnus - In gardening I enjoyed planting broccoli, sweeping and seeing the chickens. In cooking I enjoyed making 
hummus. 
Hannah - In gardening I enjoyed feeding the chooks and planting broccoli. In cooking I enjoy making the potato salad. 
Audrey - in gardening I really liked going into the chicken pen because I got to pat and feed the chickens. I really liked 
making the guacamole because I got to mince the garlic, cut the tomato and squash the avocado. 
Lara - I enjoyed feeding the chickens in the garden and feeling the chickens. In the kitchen I liked making the 
guacamole, especially cutting the avocado. 
Harvey - I liked making the beetroot dip such as cutting it up, putting and squeezing the lemon in and putting cumin 
and coriander and also the yoghurt. 
Ashton - In the garden I planted some basil seeds and I got to water the plants. I finished the potato salad. I needed 
to cool the potatoes then mix them with egg. I also cut lettuce and carrot. 
Chloe - In gardening I enjoyed feeding the chooks and planting parsley. In cooking I enjoyed grating the carrots and 
chopping the lettuce. 
Samiya - In cooking I really liked making food and tasting it. In the garden I really liked planting and watering and 
feeding the chickens, it was really fun sweeping. 
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Wednesday 12th March with 4B 
Josh M - I pulled out weeds with a mini rake. I fixed the hose. I had to pull it out in a straight line and I wound it all 
around the pot. 
Dylan - I got the roots out off the ground. They were weeds. I made some beetroot dip. I tried it and it was quite 
good. 
Kian - The teacher gave me a job of plucking out weeds with a giant fork. After a while everybody got bored of their 
jobs so everybody came to the teacher to change their job so the teacher gave us another option. 
Florence - I enjoyed making the potato salad because it was a new recipe. I also really enjoyed spending time with 
the chickens, they’re really fluffy. 
Amy - I have neve tried guacamole before and I really enjoyed it. Something I thought was fun was when me and 
Rheanna were taking weeds to the bin in the wheelbarrow. 
Fox - In cooking and gardening today I was chopping up some fruit first and some were really hard like the apples. I 
also had two apples, one kiwi, one mango and it took 40 minutes to cut all of them up. 
Omar - In cooking I cut the bread open to make the pita pocket. I also wash the cutting board and more. 
Gabe - I enjoyed cooking the most because I love cutting. I tried the pita pockets, they were delicious. 
Cole - I did some fixing because one hose didn’t work for weeks. I tried dip and it was a little bit spicy but I enjoyed it. 
Angus - In the garden I used a pitchfork to pull up the grass. My amazing dad came to help with the cooking. In 
cooking I made a fruit salad. 
Rheanna - I enjoyed riding in a wheelbarrow but the tyre was a bit flat but I enjoyed it because it was a new 
experience and it was fun. It was also really funny. I learnt how to make beetroot dip. 
Bella-Rose - In cooking, me and Leonie chopped up potatoes and boiled some eggs and we got chives from the 
garden. 
Leonie - I collected garbage in the back park and I also got to hold the chickens. I enjoyed gardening and cooking 
because I got to make potato salad. 
Lizzie - During cooking and gardening I was in the garden with my mum. In this time I was weeding in front of the 
wall. I got really messy, I got dirt all over my arms. When I was in the kitchen I cut a whole lettuce up by myself. 
Maya - I got to get eggs from the chickens. My muum came to help. In gardening we swept the floor and planted 
beetroot. Then in the kitchen I cut the cucumber, I pipped some olives and I washed some plates. 
Elliot - I cut the fruit for the fruit salad. When we got into the garden Josh R, Raf and I were asked to move some 
large logs into a safe area. Then we went to see the chickens. 
Naomi - I have learnt how to take out weeds, it was really fun! I made a big potato salad. It tasted so good! 
Sofie - My job was to make the guacamole with Amy. Now I’m a  BIG BIG fan of guac so I’m now really happy I know 
how to make it! 
Maree - In the garden me and Omar found two small potatoes and gave them to Kate. I loved the chickens in the 
chicken coop and chopping the lebenese cucumber. I tried the guacamole and I really liked it! 
Raf - I made the hummus with Josh R (we might have added too much paprika) I enjoyed trying different dips. In the 
garden we had to move some logs. When we moved on to the chicken coop we noticed a grape vine and tasted 
some grapes. It was really fun. 
Josh R - I made hummus with Rafferty. We moved some logs, tipped out the wheelbarrow and did some other stuff. 
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Emily, Mary, Toby, Sam, Fi, Tracey and Fiona the parents who came along 
to help us this week. Parent participation is always greatly appreciated by both staff and students. 
 
Our roster for the remainder of the term is: 
 
Tuesday 25/2 - 3C 
Wednesday 26/2- 2A 
Tuesday 3/3-  1A 
Wednesday 4/3- 2B 
Tuesday 10/3 -   1B 
Wednesday 11/3- 2C 
Tuesday 17/3 -  1C 
Wedneday 18/3- 2D 
Tuesday 24/3-  1D 
 
With thanks, - Kate - Cooking and Gardening Teacher 
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Fundraising News 

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW VIA QKR! OR AT THE OFFICE 

To start the year, we are hosting a Family BBQ and Bowls to welcome new families, catch up with old friends and 

have a casual family day out. 

 

When:    Saturday 29th February  

Where:    Kensington Flemington Bowls Club, Smithfield Rd. 

What time:   3pm till 7pm, BBQ from 4:30pm. 

Who:    Mums, Dads, Kids, Grandparents…. 

How much:   $15 for adults, $5 kids or $40 family ticket. 

What do I get:   BBQ dinner, Bowls, games and fun! 

 

Have a casual bowl or make a ‘Team of 4’ to compete for the title of KPS Bowls Champion 

This years’ Fundraising efforts are directed to purchasing STEAM equipment and resources, 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths), to compliment our growing programme. 

If you are able to help Fundraising committee or would like to get involved, please email fundraising.kps@gmail.com 

 

Parent Representatives 2020 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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