
Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

21st February 2019 
McCracken Street Kensington Vic 3031 

Phone: (03) 9376 6013  
www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au  E-mail: kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Care Program: 0432 830 856 

Principal: Bridget McLaughlin    Assistant Principal: Julie Stephens 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

February Fri 22nd 9:00am Year 6 Interschool Sport v Ascot Vale West PS - 
home 

 Tue 26th 7:45am Finance Sub Committee Meeting 

March Fri 1st   District Swim Carnival 
Assembly 

 Mon 4th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council 

 Tue 5th  2:30 – 7:00pm Parent Teacher Meetings 

 Fri 8th  Year 6 Interschool Sport v Ascot Vale PS - away 

 Mon 11th  LABOUR DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 Fri 15th 9:00am Year 6 Interschool Sport v MPW Blue PS - away 
Assembly 

 Tue 19th 7:45am 
5:00pm 

Finance Sub Committee Meeting 
Policy Sub Committee Meeting 

 Wed 20th 8:00am 
5:00pm 
5:30 – 7:30pm 

Facilities Sub Committee Meeting 
Fundraising Sub Committee Meeting 
Harmony Picnic 

 Fri 22nd 9:00am Year 6 Interschool Sport v MPW Gold PS - home 

 Fri 29th  9:00am Year 6 Interschool Sport v Avondale Heights – 
away 
Assembly 

April Mon 1st 6:00 – 7:00pm 
7:00 – 8:00pm 

Annual General Meeting – All welcome 
School Council 

 Fri 5th  
1:30pm 

Assembly 
End of Term 1 

 
 

 

Did you know… 

 Whenever ringing parents a voice message is left as to the reason for the phone call.  We understand that it 

is important for parents / carers to contact the school as soon as possible, however could we encourage that 

the message is listened to first.  

 

 When exiting the school grounds at the end of the school day please use the gates on either McCracken 

Street or Epsom Road, only come via the office if you need to speak to the office staff. 

 

 It is a school requirement that all parent helpers and volunteers hold a current Working With Children Check, 

details need to be recorded at the office. 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

Dear Community Members of Kensington Primary, 

I visited Jake and Liz’s Foundation grades last week to talk with the foundation students about the different ways of 

being smart. I am constantly amazed with the ability of these little people who haven’t been on the planet for that 

long, who are able to express their thinking so articulately, as well as actively listen to adults and their peers. When 

we think about the education of the whole child, there are so many areas to consider, the social, emotional and the 

academic.  

Teachers and students have been inquiring into the Learning Assets to assist students develop the skills and mindset 

to assist everyone understand the what and how of learning. The Learning Assets are the dispositions of the learner, 

which equip them with a metaphorical toolkit to be used throughout a lifetime of learning. 

We are researchers. 

We can formulate questions and locate and use a wide range of sources and techniques to investigate problems, 

interests and issues. We think critically about the information we gather and we are careful to acknowledge our 

sources. 

Skills and dispositions of curiosity, courage and resourcefulness. 

We are thinkers.  

We can think logically, creatively and reflectively. We think about how we use our thinking and have different 

strategies for making our thinking visible to others. We remain open-minded and know that our thinking changes as 

we learn. 

Skills and dispositions of being open-minded, flexible and persistent. 

We are collaborators. 

We can work with others on shared goals, questions and challenges. We know how to be a constructive part of a 

team, to use different roles for different tasks and to actively listen to and respect other people’s views. We 

understand how our behaviour affects others. 

Skills and dispositions of empathy, compassion and reliability. 

We are self-managers 

We can learn independently and make wise decisions about our learning. We know ourselves as learners and can set 

and work towards personal goals. We know we can continually improve as learners. 

Skills and dispositions of resilience, responsibility and reflectiveness. 

We are communicators  

We can communicate ideas confidently in different ways and for different purposes. We listen thoughtfully to what 

others communicate to us. We can adapt our communication style to different contexts. 

Skills and dispositions of confidence, responsiveness and being respectful. 

I encourage families to discuss how we use the learner assets every day.  
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The first principal morning tea was held with a large number of parents attending. The morning tea was an idea 

discussed at a parent forum, as a way of meeting new families, sharing information about the school and having the 

opportunity to make suggestions. I would like to thank those parents/ guardians who were able to attend. Some of 

the suggestions shared were: 

 Improvements to the school grounds , a line of hardy trees along Epson Road 

 Reconsidering assembly time 

 The gate on Epson Road being open on time. 

 Recycling and the war on waste 

 Seeing staff members in the yard 

 Communication as to the building works 

 Clarity on no dogs, bikes on school grounds 

 More morning teas and opportunities to meet other parents 

 Teacher communication 

 Recruitment of staff in specialised roles  

I will provide feedback, responses and opportunities for further input into the suggestions throughout the term.  

School Grounds  

Our school environment is reflective of who we are and what we are about. Unfortunately over the holiday period 

there were a number of incidents of vandalism to the school grounds. The grounds were strewn with litter, including 

broken bottles, items were removed and damaged from the environment. Throughout the terms we endeavour to 

ensure our community is provided with an engaging, safe and welcoming environment. Sadly over the holiday break 

there were also a series of break-ins. Could I ask that members of our community keep an eye on the school grounds 

during holiday and weekends and if necessary contact the police, if you are aware of any inappropriate behaviour. It 

was as a result of the vandalism and break-ins that the school gates were locked during a period of the summer 

holidays. As we have taken measures to ensure the security of the buildings I hope as a community we can continue 

to access and respect the school grounds.  

 

Primary Mathematics and Science Specialists Initiative 

In 2018 an opportunity arose for schools to apply to be part of the Primary Mathematics and Science Specialists 

Initiative. The focus of the PMSS is to develop a deep discipline knowledge and plan for opportunities so that our 

teachers continue to develop their capacity to plan for and implement the conditions for curiosity, to engage our 

learners, to ask questions, to be resilient and to be inspired by the opportunities of maths and science. I am very 

proud and excited to announce that Kensington Primary is one of 107 schools across the state participating in the 

PMSS initiative over the next 2 years. Hayley Merat and Rachel Gurr as two of our 3 learning specialists will be our 

facilitators to lead this initiative with the support of the school improvement team. 

 As a school we will be: 

 Working mathematically, as we are part of the mathematics cohort 

 Inquiring into our current practice 

 Designing, planning and enacting a connected curriculum 

 Supporting the learning of colleagues for whole school improvement 

 Understanding and sustaining change 

 Addressing current issues in STEM 

 Engaging in the STEM ecosystem  

 

I hope everyone enjoys the weekend – Bridget  
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Parent teacher meetings 

 
Parent Teacher meetings are scheduled for the 5th of March between 2:30 – 7:00pm. Positive, respectful 

relationships between school and home are vital to ensure clear and consistent communication about learning is 

shared. 

The objective of the meeting is to: 

 meet and get to know each other 

 build a positive relationship 

 share information about your child's interests and learning 

 talk more in-depth about your child as a learner 

 

Parent Teacher meetings are valuable. They can help the teacher understand more about your child. You can also 
learn where you can help your child in their learning. 

 

At KPS we use School Interviews Online booking site www.schoolinterviews.com.au. to assist with the booking of 
meeting times with classroom as well specialist teachers. 

 

 

1. Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple instructions. 

2. Enter the school Event Code Event Code: cwcn9 (Case sensitive) 

3. Then follow three simple steps 
 

 

 

 

When you click finish, your meeting timetable will be emailed to you automatically - check your junk mail folder if 

you do not receive your email immediately.  

You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, and change your meeting time. The booking system 
will close on Monday, March 4th at 4:00pm.   

 

You can also ask for a meeting at other times. If you're concerned about your child's progress, contact the school to 
make an appointment. Teachers are not available on a Tuesday or Wednesday after school due to professional 
learning meetings and collaborative planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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Some things you may wish to consider before the meeting 

 Read through your child's previous year’s report and think about what you want to discuss. 

 Write a list of questions you want to ask the teacher. 

 Ask your child if there are any questions they would like you to ask, or if there is anything they would like 
 you to tell the teacher. 

 Ask your child what they think the teacher is going to tell you. 

 Think about anything you'd like to tell the teacher. For example, if there's been changes that have had an 
 impact on your child. 

 If you require a translator please inform the school by ringing the school office on 93766013 or send an 
 email kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 If your child has started prep and has a transition statement, you may want to bring it along. Most transition 
 statements have been provided by the kindergarten your child attended with parent/ guardian consent. 

During the conference 

 If you want to ask about a specific thing, let the teacher know at the start of the conference. 

 Write down answers to your questions so you can share them with your child. 

 Ask about how your child is enjoying school and taking part in class. 

 Ask about any behaviour issues. 

 Let the teacher know any information you think they need about your child. 

 You and the teacher may create a plan with next steps. 

 If you're unsure about anything, ask the teacher to explain further. 

After the conference 

 Keep in regular contact with the teacher to follow up on your agreed plan. 

 Talk with your child about what you discussed. Talk about ways you can work together to improve their 
 learning. 

 

  

mailto:kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Jane Mcgrath Foundation  

Hi everyone Just wanted to let everyone know how successful our pink Stumps 
Weekend was and to thank every single person who was involved.  From all the 
players and parents to all the helpers at the schools and work to family and friends 
who donated ..... Thank you all so very much.  
 

https://fundraise.mcgrathfoundation.com.au/fundraisers/kensingtonjnrcc/pink-

stumps-day 

 

 

Parent Class Reps 
 

Parent Class Reps organise parent / family get-togethers each term for their 

class / year level and promote attendance at school-wide events. If you 

would like to become a class rep, please contact Marta at 

mws.kps@gmail.com for more information. 

 

 

 
School Hats 
 

Please note that the office does not have “spare” hats to lend out when your child forgets or has lost their hat. 
It is a requirement that children wear hats in Terms 1 and Term 4.  If you wish to purchase a hat please contact 
DCS Clothing. 

 
 
KPS String Ensemble  
 

Welcome to 2019! 

String Ensemble will commence at 8:20am on Friday 8th February in the music room. 

We welcome all students who have learnt violin, viola, cello or double bass for 6 months or more to join in the fun. 

Looking forward to a great year of music making! 

Edwina 

 

  

https://fundraise.mcgrathfoundation.com.au/fundraisers/kensingtonjnrcc/pink-stumps-day
https://fundraise.mcgrathfoundation.com.au/fundraisers/kensingtonjnrcc/pink-stumps-day
mailto:mws.kps@gmail.com
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Fundraising 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  

MOONEE VALLEY SCHOOLS NETWORK 
 

2018 Year 7 Secondary School EXPO 

Wednesday, 20th March  2019  

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

In the Gym at Moonee Ponds West Primary School 

 150 Athol Street Moonee Ponds 
         

All Grade 4, 5 & 6 children and their parents/carers are invited to attend the 2019 Year 7 

Secondary School EXPO to learn more about our local Secondary Schools. 

Buckley Park College 

Mount Alexander College  

Essendon Keilor College (East Keilor and Niddrie Campuses) 

Rosehill Secondary College  

Strathmore Secondary College 

These schools will have displays and information handouts for interested families, plus personnel 

to talk to you and answer any questions you may have. The format is informal, so you are free 

to visit whichever display you wish to, any time between 4.00pm and 7.00pm.  

We look forward to your attendance. 

For further enquiries ring 8331 0100.    
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