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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

March Fri 22nd  
9:00am 

Ride2School Day 
Year 6 Interschool Sport v MPW Gold PS - home 

 Fri 29th  9:00am Year 6 Interschool Sport v Avondale Heights – 
away 
Assembly 

 Sat 30th 6:00pm onwards KPS Lawn Bowls @Flemington-Kensington Bowls 
Club 

April Mon 1st 6:00 – 7:00pm 
7:00 – 8:00pm 

Annual General Meeting – All welcome 
School Council 

 Wed 3rd    School Photo Day 

 Fri 5th  
2:30pm 

Assembly 
End of Term 1 

 Tue 23rd  Term 2 commences 

 Thu 25th  ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 
 

 

Did you know… 

 The highest school in the world in Phumachanagtang, Tibet. It is also the closest of its kind to the 

sky. At 5,373 metres above sea level, it is 200 metres higher than the base camp of Mount 

Qomolangma, the world’s highest mountain, known as Mount Everest in the West. 

 

 A school in the Philippines is made entirely of recycled plastic bottles. It took about 9,000 bottles 

and dozens of volunteers to build the structure. Each bottle was filled with sand, water and straw to 

keep them sturdy. Then, a cement-like substance was used to hold the bottles in place as they were 

stacked on top of each other to create walls. 

 

 Source: https://schooladvisor.my/articles/fun-facts-education-around-world/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
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Principal’s Message 

Harmony Day  

Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country — from the oldest continuous culture of our first Australians 

to the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the world. 

Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths and is at the heart of who we are. It makes Australia a 

great place to live. An integrated multicultural Australia is an integral part of our national identity. All 

people who migrate to Australia bring with them some of their own cultural and religious traditions, as well 

as taking on many new traditions. Collectively, these traditions have enriched our nation. KPS’s vision is to 

be a safe and caring community who learn and grow together, to make a difference for us and our world. 

Our diversity as a community was formally celebrated on 

Wednesday, however I believe we celebrate the diversity of 

our community daily. Wednesday evening saw friends 

sharing a picnic, tasting delicious desserts from around the 

world, watching Indonesian dancers, DanceArts, as well as 

participating in an African drumming and dance experience. 

Children were able to participate in games and spend time 

with friends and family enjoying the atmosphere.  Events 

like these do not just happen, it is through the support and 

partnership of parents/ carers and the school that so much 

can be achieved. I am forever grateful for the amazing 

fundraising committee and the volunteers who so 

generously give up their time to raise much needed funds to 

support the on-going costs of maintenance at KPS. The target is $50,000 for the new playground, which we 

have made a great start to achieving. I would also like to thank Big Child care for providing a face painter 

and balloon ‘creator’ to the proceedings. Again, I would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank the 

generosity of the staff at KPS, who attended the evening. The partnership between families and the school 

are so very valuable to develop positive and trusting relationships. A huge thank you to the families who 

attended the evening to get to know each other and celebrate the diversity at KPS. Kay Headland has been a 

member of the KPS community, for a while I’m told. When I met Kay a year ago the first thing I noticed 

was those sparkly blue eyes, full of warmth and a touch of mischief. Kay has been such a force at KPS, 

cooking and gardening with students and parents, providing support to so many and assisting with the 

intervention programs. Kay has decided to spend more time cooking in her own kitchen and gardening in her 

new garden. We thank Kay for her overwhelming support of the students and families at KPS, she has 

touched so many hearts and will be missed. Congratulations on your retirement! 
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School Council 

I would like to congratulate the following parents who have generously offered to support the school as members on 

School Council, Celine Becker, Miranda Smith, Laura Fitzpatrick, Karen Hammarberg, Jonathon Orr, Toby Barber, 

Rakkhi Samarasekera, Rachel Gurr and Jess Filipis. I look forward to working with the 2019 School Councillors to 

continue to work towards providing the best opportunities for the students, teachers, staff and community at KPS. 

I would also like to acknowledge those members who are moving on from School Council and acknowledge the 

dedication and support provided to the KPS community. I would also like to express my gratitude as a new principal 

to councillors for their warm welcome, continued support and hard work. Thank you to Angus Booker, Kathryn Daly, 

Vincent Huang, Marwo Salat, Susie Stone, Jo-Zanne Owens, Rachel Combridge and Hayley Merat. 

School councils play a key role in Victorian government schools. Participating as a school council member is a 

rewarding and challenging experience. The school council supports the principal to provide the best possible 

educational outcomes for students. 

The school council has particular functions in setting and monitoring the school’s direction. 

School councils have three main responsibilities: 

 finance: overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records are kept of the 
school’s financial operation 

 strategic planning: participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan 

 policy development and review: developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect a school’s values and 
support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan. 

Western Metro Division Swimming Championships 
It is always a pleasure to receive positive feedback from the school community. Recently students participated in the 

Western Metro Division Swimming Championships. Thank you to Vincent for the 

information. 

Congratulations to Y-Lan, Ryan, Blue, Ethan and Xavier who represented KPS. We did 
manage to also meet our neighbour school friends and amongst the cacophony of noise, 
confusion, misadministration and chaos, it is pleasing to let you know that  

 Blue swam hard in his backstroke heat;  

 Y-Lan competed well and managed third in her backstroke heat; 

 Ethan was pipped into third in his 
breaststroke heat (by an AIS-capped swimmer!); 

 Ryan strolled into second in his backstroke heat; and 

 Xavier fought to secure second in his breaststroke heat. 
This means that Ryan and Xavier are off to Geelong for the Western 
Metropolitan Region finals. Nuccia was also present, in her role as an 
administrator for School Sport Victoria, looking very impressive as an 
official. Congratulations to the students, we are so proud of your 
dedication and representation of KPS. A huge thank you for the support of 
our parents and to Nuccia for her co-ordination and support of the P.E program. 
 
Bridget  
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Kitchen and Gardening News 

FA attended the Cooking and Gardening program on Wednesday 13th March.  We would like to thank Kay for the 

fabulous activities she had planned for us. We had lots of wonderful parent helpers and would like to thank them 
also. 
Following are some of our thoughts about our experience.  See if you can 
guess what the biggest highlight was! 
 
My mum came to help and we had marshmallows together.  Addison 
 
I roasted delicious marshmallows with my friends.  Eva 
 
I cooked marshmallows on the firepit with a stick.  James 
 
I ate baked potato with butter.  Jake 
 
I fed the chicken some corn.  Sofia 
 
I loved planting the daffodil bulbs.  I hope they grow up nice and 
beautiful.  Matilda 
 
The marshmallows were a hit!  Amelie 
 
We toasted marshmallows and they were yummy.  Tommy 
 
I liked eating the marshmallows because I like marshmallows.  Buddy 
 
It was fun digging for worms.  Sophie E 
 
I was watering plants and I planted a bean seed.  It was so fun! Sophia 
 
I planted some flowers.  My favourite things were everything!  Sophie C 
 
I made food - potato.  Ben 
 
I toasted marshmallows.  Advay 
 
I liked eating the baked potato.  I had cheese on top. It was yummy!  Mana 
 
I roasted marshmallows.  Will 
 
I found some some worms and I was holding one.  Lily 
 
I made some potatoes.  It was yummy! Armani 
 
I found worms in the garden.  Vida 
 
I made marshmallows.  Charlie 
 
I was eating delicious marshmallows.  Otis 
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FB 
On Thursday in week 7 it was FB’s highly anticipated turn to experience a cooking masterclass with Head 
Chef Kay, who was ably assisted by Sous Chef Kate, Chef de Partie Melissa and Commis Chef Kerrie. Kay 
designed a three-course menu, and the students relished the opportunity to contribute to the preparation 
and cooking of damper, baked potatoes and toasted marshmallows, which were cooked in fire pits in the 
Gathering Space. Students also had their first KPS experience of tending to the garden and chicken coop, 
where they collected eggs, watered the plants, and planted daffodil bulbs and broad beans. The students 
ate together in Kay’s al fresco restaurant, where the only form of currency is smiling faces. Later in the day 
Kay and the students created a class book about their favourite bits, which the following excerpts 
encapsulate: 
 
Heidi: I liked toasting my marshmallows and planting the beans. 
 
Chloe: I liked planting the daffodils and toasting the marshmallows. I also liked setting the tables in the 
restaurant. 
 
Emmy: We checked the eggs and watered the plants. We planted some beans and patted the chickens, 
they were soft. 
 
Remy: I enjoyed having a toasted marshmallow and going in the chicken coop. I love planting and cooking! 
 
Benji: I liked gardening, we planted some flowers. I liked the damper, I chopped it in half had honey and 
jam on it. 
 
Eiman: I liked cooking, my group made the dough for the damper, we put in some sultanas. I planted some 
bulbs, they are going to be pretty flowers. I had a toasted marshmallow. 
 
Abdurahman: I liked the damper a lot, I had jam and honey and everything on it. I didn’t like the sourcream 
on my potato! 
 
Elizea: I loved roasting marshmallows. I got soaked when I was watering the garden! 
 
Caleb: I made the colourful salad all by myself! 
 
Amina: I loved toasting the marshmallows. 
 
Nha Thi: I liked cooking the marshmallows! 
 
Bryce: My favourite part was watering the plants, cooking the marshmallows and making the damper. We 
paid for our meal with smiles! 
 
Many thanks to our parent helpers Chris, Rachel, Richard, Gillian and Catherine. Thanks also to the older 
students who helped pack down the restaurant at recess (for a small, fluffy pink-and-white fee). We’re 
looking forward to next time! Jake, FB. 
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4A’s Thoughts on Cooking and Gardening  
 

We had a scrumptious time learning cooking and gardening skills with Kay and Graham. We would also like 

to thank Tim and Annie for helping us prepare and cook delicious pizzas, fried eggplant/zucchinis, 

chocolate slices and slushies. We were also displaying our Learning Assets and School Values, such as: 

collaboration, taking care of the environment and being responsible helpers in our kitchen and chicken 

coop.  

 

Here are some of our favourite experiences from our cooking and gardening session: 

“I really liked cutting the Pizza with Annie, and showing her my good manners.” –Abbey 

 

“I enjoyed eating the food we made, because there were so many flavours in my mouth.”-Tyler 

 

“In cooking, I loved making the chocolate slice because my group worked as a team, and everyone got to 

have a go.”-Charlotte 

 

“I enjoyed helping Emily, Ohoud and Abbey flip over and spray the compost. The forks were sharp, so we 

had to hold it safely.”-Jiner 

 

“When I walked into the Chicken Coop to meet the chooks, I remembered how to take care of them and to 

be responsible.”-Fidelia 

 

We cannot wait for our next Cooking and Gardening session! 

 

School Photos  
 
Our school photos are on Wednesday 3rd of April this year.  All students will receive an envelope this week, which 
has their own personalised code on it, please look out for this in your child's bag. 

Helpful school photo Information 

 Orders can be placed online, each envelope is personalised with the student's name and unique ordering code. If 

a student loses their envelope, their opportunity to order online will be lost, the student will need to collect a 

spare envelope and hand this in on photo day. 

 If you order online you must return your order envelope. 

 If you are placing an order, please ensure children have their own envelope. 

 Do NOT place another child's envelope inside their siblings envelope. 

 All children are photographed regardless if you are paying or not.This is for the schools records. 

 The school does not give change nor do the photographers. PLEASE ensure the correct money is enclosed. 

 Ordering online is the only way you can pay with credit cards. 

 Please collect a family envelope from the school office if you wish to have a family photo taken. 

The school will inform the parent / guardian /  community of the timetable closer to the photo day. Due to 
unforeseen circumstances, there may be changes to the timetable on the day. Please ensure your child is at school 
on time and in uniform. 

There will also be a photo make up date for those students who are absent from school on the 3rd of April due to 
illness etc, we will advise the school community when this is confirmed.  
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Parent Class Reps 
 

Parent Class Reps organise parent / family get-togethers each term for their 

class / year level and promote attendance at school-wide events. If you would 

like to become a class rep, please contact Marta at mws.kps@gmail.com for 

more information. 

 

 

 

3C -Park Play! 

JJ Holland Park - Sunday 24 March     3:00pm to 4:00pm 

There is a playground and oval here, so feel free to bring balls, bikes, snacks and whatever else you like. Siblings are 
more than welcome. We know it's short notice, so if you can't make it,  hope to see you at an event next term. 

 

 

  

mailto:mws.kps@gmail.com


 
     Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 
Fundraising 
 

 

 

The KPS Lawn Bowls Night is planned as a fun evening for parents to welcome new families into the school 

community and to provide parents with a venue for an informal catch up. 
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Thank you  - RAY PEREIRA – African Dancing-Drumming group who performed at the Harmony Picnic 

Ray Pereira is recognized as one of Australia’s leading percussionists. Ray has played and recorded with several of 

Australia’s leading performers and singers including Paul Kelly, Kate Ceberano, Vince Jones and John Butler. 

Indigenous artists Yothu Yindi, Christine Anu, Archie Roach, film composers David Hirschfelder and Paul Grabowsky 

and many others. He has been a member of several television orchestras including CH 9 and Ch7 bands, the Logies 

band and appeared as a featured guest on many ABC music programs. Ray is a recognized expert on West African 

and Afro Cuban drumming and has been traveling for several years to West Africa to study and play with the 

traditional musicians who are experts in their field. He currently teaches African Drumming at Footscray Primary 

School and runs regular Tuesday night classes in Footscray. Ray also runs master classes at Universities and Tertiary 

Institutions around Australia and runs Drumming and dance study tours to Ghana and Sri Lanka. 

For more information visit www.raypereira.com 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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