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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary,   

Thank you to our community for your understanding, responsiveness and 

adaptability. Our teachers have been swift to change to online teaching as 

have our parents and students. Thank you to our community who have sent 

positive messages of support to our teachers, admin and leadership team. 

We understand that Lockdown 5 presents further challenges and does impact 

on the wellbeing of children and adults. Our aim is to continue to check in with our students online, teach through 

WebEx supported by Google Docs. We have a can do attitude at KPS and strongly believe in that as a team we can be 

successful. 

 

Curriculum Day 

Monday was an inspiring day with a working party of teachers 

delivering presentations focused on a Reading Guaranteed and Viable 

Curriculum. A Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum (GVC) is the 

construct that articulates how each student will receive a 

comprehensive, equitable, rigorous, and standards-based education, 

across all grade-levels, in all subject areas. 

I would like to thank Maddie Griffin, Rachel Gurr, Jess Filippis, Jessica 

Birchall, Haylee Horn, Simon Lukic, Sophie Anastasiadis, Priyanka 

Advani, Rachel Tattersall and Julie Stephens for their time, focus and 

professionalism when unpacking the Victorian Curriculum and 

mapping a clear, developmentally appropriate curriculum document 

focused on Reading. Our working party shared examples of quality lessons and the impact on student skill 

development and engagement. We were supported throughout this process by Julian Bradford an Education 

Improvement Leader from South Western Region. Our teachers reviewed and examined the curriculum 

documentation mapped for Reading and Spanish, participated in the sharing of quality teaching approaches and 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
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planned moderation tasks which they will be delivering in the coming weeks to identify key skills being taught. Our 

specialist team supported by Rachel Tattersall and Sophie Anastaiadis have commenced mapping a Guaranteed and 

Viable Curriculum in their specific curriculum areas.  

 

Respectful relations 

Staff have participated in 2 after school professional 
learning sessions this week focused on Respectful 
Relationships. We will be supported by a Regional 
Respectful Relationships Project Lead, Bryce Baumgarten. 
The background for taking a whole-school approach is 
about embedding a culture of respect and equality across 
an entire school community, from our classrooms to 
staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. This 
approach leads to positive impacts on students’ academic 
outcomes, mental health, classroom behaviour, and 

relationships between teachers. 

Staff are developing their collective understanding of the tools, advice and strategies to guide Respectful 

Relationships. Schools are partnered with a lead school which we will undertake in Term 4.  As a school we will be 

guided through a framework implementing the six core elements of the Respectful Relationships whole-school 

approach: 

• Leadership and commitment 

• School culture and learning 

• Professional learning 

• Teaching and learning 

• Community partnerships 

• Support for staff and students 

 

NAIDOC Week – Heal Country  

 

Healing Country means embracing First Nation's cultural 

knowledge and understanding of Country as part of Australia's 

national heritage. That the culture and values of Aboriginal 

peoples and Torres Strait Islanders are respected equally to and 

the cultures and values of all Australians. Teachers have been 

delivering lessons focused on further developing our students’ 

awareness and appreciation of our rich indigenous culture. 

A very big thank you to Danni Kelly and Caitlin Hamer who have supported with the curriculum resources. Please 

stay tuned as students are working to construct visual displays, which we look forward to sharing with our 

community. 
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Eid Mubarak 

Eid (Arabic for the words "feast" or "festival") is an occasion celebrated by our Muslim community during significant 

events.  Eid al-Adha, also known as the Feast of the Sacrifice, takes place in the 12th month of the Islamic lunar 

calendar.  This year, Eid al-Adha was celebrated on the evening of Monday, July 19, and ends on the evening of 

Friday, 23 July. 

We are disappointed for our Muslim community that our latest COVID restrictions have prevented you from 

gathering with extended family and in Mosques at this important time.  While this is an extra difficult time for those 

of you who celebrate Eid al-Adha, we know you will find new and creative ways to celebrate with your immediate 

family. 

‘Eid Mubarak’.   

 

Thank you again for your ongoing support. We are hopeful to be returning onsite on Wednesday July 28th.  Please 

stay safe and look after each other. 

Warm wishes – Bridget  
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Learning Snapshots @ KPS 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

The Foundation students have shown great progress in their 
decoding skills of a text. They are now beginning to delve deeper 
into comprehending what they are reading by making connections. 
In week 1, as part of NAIDOC week, students read Aboriginal texts 
and made connections with the images in them. 

Students have also been learning the importance 
of reading for meaning. Specifically, students 
have been learning to reread after sounding out 
a word, as well as, rereading if something 
doesn’t make sense.  

 

 

 
Writing 

This term students are beginning to develop the skills on how to 
write narrative texts. The students have begun describing characters 
based on the texts they have read in reading.  
 
We have also been exploring how to use full-stops at the end of a 
sentence.  

As part of handwriting we have been focusing 
on the u family letters (u, y, v, w, b). When 
engaging in handwriting students have been 
naming individual letters and the sounds that 
can represent each one. This reinforces their 
understanding of how to use the letters when 
attempting to write.  
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Numeracy 

In Maths, we are learning to understand what -ty numbers are. We 
have been using materials to build ty numbers and exploring that 
they are made up of groups of 10.  

We have also started learning about length and 
comparing the different lengths of objects by 
using the language longer and shorter. 

 

 
Big Question 

This Term, the Foundation students will be inquiring into ‘What lives 
here’. During the ‘tuning in’ stage of this Inquiry unit the students 
have been investigating habitats and living and non-living things, in 
particular within the ocean. The students have been organising their 
prior knowledge and developing the wonderings that they would like 
to investigate this term.  

 

 
NAIDOC Week 

During the first week of Term 3, the Foundation students celebrated NAIDOC week  by strengthening their 
understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and events from the past.  
 

Yarning Circles and Talking Pieces 
Each Foundation class built a yarning circle within the classroom. 
The classes have begun to use yarning circles during lesson reflection 
time and use a ‘talking piece’ to speak and listen from the heart, 
whilst showing respect towards their peers.  

Stolen Generation 
The Acknowledgement of Country is said each 
morning in the Foundation classrooms to 
recognise that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people were the first custodians of 
land. During this week the Foundation students 
explored art work related to the Stolen 
Generation period and wrote down their 
thoughts and feelings. 

 

 

 
Spanish: Students are learning about families in Spanish this term. They are focusing on words for close family 
members such as: papá (Dad), mamá (Mum), hermano (brother), hermana (sister) and bebé (baby). Together, we 
have been singing the finger family song in Spanish. Students have used this knowledge to create family portraits 
and draw their own finger family.  
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Year 1 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Summarising/Procedural Texts 

    

Last week, students read and followed 
instructions of a procedural text to make their 
own snowflakes. Lots of concentrating, folding 
and cutting! 
We are learning to read and follow 
procedural texts carefully. The students have 
learnt that procedural texts come in many 
forms such as recipes, instructions for toys or 
games and i 

Students are focusing on the comprehension skill of 
summarising in Reading. They have been learning to identify 
and retell the most important parts of a text. The students 
have also learnt how to use a story mountain to summarise 
the main events of a story. They are thinking about the main 
characters, the setting and the most important parts from the 
beginning, middle and end of a story. You can continue this 
learning at home by asking your child to summarise books you 
read at home. 

 
Writing 

Finger Spaces/Procedural Texts 

 

 

 

 

We are learning how to write procedural texts that include a 
heading, the materials needed and instructions/steps. 
Students have written procedural texts about building towers 
and getting ready for school. 

We have been focusing on secretarial skills in 
writing, such as finger spacing and letter 
formation. Ruby practiced using finger spaces as 
she planned a narrative during the writing cycle. 
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Numeracy 

Addition 

  
 

In maths we have been using various addition strategies. 
We’ve practiced reading worded problems and identifying 
what the question is asking us. An example of this was the 
‘Fruit Salad’ question from week 2’s remote learning session. 
There are 23 pieces of fruit. How many of them might be 
apples and how many oranges? Lots of possibilities here!     

The students have enjoyed playing the game, ‘Get Out 
of My House!’ This game encourages them to roll two 
dice and practice the addition strategy of counting on 
from the larger number. 

 
Big Question 

Tuning In stage 

 

 

We asked students to think of any questions they 
might have and share them with the class. 
 
Thank you to those families who shared their child’s 
questions on Google Classroom. Students asked the 
questions:  

• How does light get created?  
• How does light get created by a torch? 
• Where does sound come from? 
• How did light start? 
• How does sound go higher and lower? 
• How do our ears work? 
• How do light bulbs work? 
• What is light made of? 

 
We are looking forward to exploring these questions 
through investigations and experiments!  

Our big question for term 3 is ‘How is light and sound created 
and experienced?’. We are currently tuning in to this inquiry 
question by thinking about what we already know and what 
we want to find out about this topic. 

 
Spanish: Students are learning about families in Spanish this term. They are focusing on words for close family 
members such as: papá (Dad), mamá (Mum), hermano (brother), hermana (sister) and bebé (baby). Together, we 
have been singing the finger family song in Spanish. Students have used this knowledge to create family portraits 
and draw their own finger family.  
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

In Reading, students have been focusing on the comprehension strategy of summarising to help them deepen their 
understanding of what they are reading. Through reading non-fiction texts, they have explored this strategy by 
identifying the main topic, sub topics and providing supporting details. Students have been encouraged to use key 
features such as diagrams, maps and captions to support their learning. 

Students have also continued to participate in our daily Guided Reading sessions. After these sessions, students 
independently practise their individual goals using their just right books.   

        

 

Writing 

In Writing, students have been learning about procedural texts. Through the modelled writing process, classes 
deconstructed a procedural text, identifying the features and layout. Students brainstormed a list of ideas they could 
write a procedure on. Ideas included: how to ride a bike, how to do a somersault underwater, how to get ready for 
school and how to make a cake. They then used a graphic organiser to plan their ideas, including what action verbs 
they will use to enhance their writing. Students commenced the drafting process and they will revise and edit their 
writing during Week 2.  
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Numeracy 

For the beginning of Term 3, the Year 2 students are learning about multiplication and division. We have been 
exploring the concept of multiplication through the use of arrays, drawing and modelling. Students have been 
writing their multiplication sentences as repeated addition and some have used the multiplication symbol. The 
students have investigated problems such as:  

• We are looking at yabbies in the pond. There are 10 yabbies in each pond and 6 ponds. How many are there 
altogether?  

• On the farm are 6 horses. How many eyes would that be?  

 

            

 

Big Question 

During Week 1 of this Term, students completed the ‘Taking Action’ part of the inquiry cycle. They worked in groups 
to construct four different maps that highlighted the changes to the Kensington area over a 200 year period (1871, 
1921, 1971 and 2021).  

      

     

 
The big question for Term 3 is How do living things thrive and survive?  
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NAIDOC Week 

                
During the first week of Term 3, the Year 2 students celebrated NAIDOC week by strengthening their understanding 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and events from the past. 
 
Yarning Circles and Talking Pieces 
Each Year 2 class built a yarning circle within the classroom. The classes have begun to use yarning circles during 
lesson reflection time and use a ‘talking piece’ to speak and listen from the heart, whilst showing respect towards 
their peers. During this time we have also been weaving fabric into a letter to create a whole school sign. 
 
Stolen Generation 
The Acknowledgement of Country is said each morning in the Year 2 classrooms to recognise that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people were the first custodians of land. During this week, the Year 2 students explored 
artwork and music related to the Stolen Generation period and wrote down their thoughts and feelings. 
 

Spanish: Students are learning about families in Spanish this term. They are focusing on words for close family 
members such as: papá (Dad), mamá (Mum), hermano (brother), hermana (sister) and bebé (baby). Together, we 
have been singing the finger family song in Spanish. Students have used this knowledge to create family portraits 
and draw their own finger family.  

 
Year 3 Learning Snapshot 

Reading  

So far this term, students have been focusing on the comprehension strategy of questioning. The 3 main types of 
questions that students have had practice creating include Right There, Think and Search and Author and Me 
questions. Moreover, students have had the opportunity of creating and answering questions before, during and after 
they have read the text and encouraged to think about the types of questions they ask at each stage of reading. Lastly, 
students have started looking at the various purposes of asking questions, whether that be to clarify their thinking, 
inquiring and driving further questions or gain further information or understanding about the text. Students started 
the term off reading a book called Tilly by Jane Godwin in week 1. Going into online learning, students will also have 
the opportunity to view a video called Brolga song, a Dhuwa story told in Rembarrnga language in Central Arnhem 
Land about the importance of culture and knowing one’s place in Aboriginal society.  
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Writing 

This term, students have begun a poetry unit. In groups, they examined a variety of poems of different styles and 
noticed structural and language features including rhythm and rhyme, alliteration and personification. Students 
innovated on the A. A. Milne poem The End, to write their own rhyming couplet. This week, students will investigate 
the structure and language features a limerick and will plan for and draft their own limerick poem.  

In open cycle writing, students created a character building table in order to describe their imagined 
character’s  physical appearance and character traits as well as problems they might encounter. They used their 
table to write the beginning of a story which included a sizzling start and a detailed description of their character.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy 

During the first two weeks of this term, the Year 3 students worked on using number patterns as an introduction to 
multiplicative thinking. They used function machines with their number patterns to create more complex patterns 
including the use of inverse operations to find missing numbers within patterns. During remote learning students 
learnt about angles. They defined angles of common objects and structures around the home and reflected on the 
degree of turn. Eg. An open door creates an acute angle between 1 and 89 degrees. Further to this, they have 
investigated 3D shape, naming common shapes and documenting the vertices, edges and faces. Eg. Cube: 6 Faces, 
12 edges, 8 vertices. They have recreated models of 3D shapes using materials found around the house commenting 
on their features. 
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Big Question 

During the first two weeks of Term 3, the Year 3 students celebrated NAIDOC week by exploring the presence and 
significance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Through picture books, recorded interviews, images and 
songs the students captured an insight into what NAIDOC week is, what reconciliation means, what a yarning circle is, 
what/who the Stolen Generations are, what saying ‘sorry’ means and some examples of restorative practises the 
Stolen Generations have done for their Healing Journeys.  
The picture books we have read are: 

                                       
 

Spanish: Grade 3s are learning about feelings in Spanish. The feeling vocabulary is feliz (happy), triste (sad), hambre 
(hungry), calor (hot), frío (cold), miedo (scared), sueño (tired) and enojado (angry). Students have been learning this 
through song. They have made their own picture dictionaries and we have played spelling games using the Spanish 
alphabet. 
 

Year 4 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

In Reading, students have been working on making inferences using a fiction text about characters and using 
evidence from the text to back up their inferences. They inferred what the character was feeling and thinking during 
different stages in a text. Students used clues from the text and images to justify their inferences. They also worked 
on using non-fiction texts to form an opinion. Students used evidence from the text to help back up their opinion on 
the topic being presented. 

 

Writing 
Students began to create literary texts using plot and setting. They identified the setting in a text and used an image 
to create a setting that could be developed into a plot. Students learnt to identify the main and secondary characters 
in a text, as well as describe the characteristics and intentions of characters. Students also explored dialogue and 
identified where and why dialogue is used in a text. They explored how dialogue can provide the reader with further 
information about the characters or problem and how it can advance the plot. This week students have begun to 
explore writing in first and third person within the context of narrative. They wrote a text in first and third person. 
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Images used to create setting in a text 

 
 

First person perspective Third person perspective 

 

 

 
Numeracy 
Students in Year 4 spent the first week back on site measuring mLs. They looked at the measurements on packaging 
and became more familiar with what different volumes look like. Students then explored the capacity of containers 
of different shapes and sizes. They estimated the capacity and then used measuring jugs and cylinders to check the 
accuracy of their estimations. Students reflected on their estimates in comparison to the actual measurements and 
refined their estimations as they went. They explored the scale on different measuring tools and how the choice of 
measuring tool can affect the accuracy of the result.   

This week we are exploring grams and kilograms as we look at mass. We will also explore calculating volume using 
centicubes. We hope to continue our hands-on measurement when we return onsite.  

 

Note: In this picture different scales are present on the jugs.  
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Big Question 

During the first week of Term 3, the Year 4 students celebrated NAIDOC week by exploring the presence and 
significance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Through picture books, recorded interviews, images and 
songs the students captured an insight into what NAIDOC week is, what reconciliation means and what/who the 
Stolen Generations are. Each class also contributed to an installation artwork “WOMINJEKA’ which means welcome. 
Some picture books we read to support our learning into NAIDOC week were: 
 

 

 
 
 
In Week 2, students were introduced to our Big Question of ‘What is worth Saving’. They began to think about what 
makes a living and non living thing, and brainstormed a first thinking around what both meant. 
 

 

 
 
 
Spanish: Grade 4s are learning about feelings in Spanish. The feeling vocabulary is feliz (happy), triste (sad), hambre 
(hungry), calor (hot), frío (cold), miedo (scared), sueño (tired) and enojado (angry). Students have been learning this 
through song. They have made their own picture dictionaries and we have played spelling games using the Spanish 
alphabet. 
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Year 5/6 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

For Reading this term we will be focusing on how to 
analyse and critique texts. 
 
To start with we will be analysing and critiquing a 
range of images and responding to the following 
questions 

• How did the illustrator make the information 
interesting? 

• How do you feel about the picture? 
• How do you feel about the picture now 

compared to when you first started reading 
it? 
 

We will then create our own definitions for analysing 
and critiquing. Next we will identify different features 
and structures in a text. Our final step would be to 
compare and evaluate the effectiveness of text 
structures and features from a range of texts 

 
What did you notice about how the artist told a story? 

• What was the artist’s purpose of constructing this 
image?  

• How did the illustrator make the information 
interesting? 

• How do you feel about the picture? 
• How do you feel about the picture now compared to 

when you first started reading it? 

 

 
Writing 

This term in Writing we are learning to understand 
poetry. We will be looking at a range of poetry types 
including Free Verse, Ballads, Shape poems, Sonnets, 
Haikus and Limericks. 
 
We will be identifying text structures and features of 
these poetry types and comparing the different 
types of poetry.Next we will examine how the text 
structures and features impact us as the reader. To 
demonstrate our understanding will write our own 
poetry.   

 
Numeracy 

In Numeracy we are learning to understand time. 
We will be reading, comparing and converting 12 
hour and 24 hour time.We will be interpreting 
timetables and using timetables to plan journeys and 
our days.We will discuss elapsed time and how to 
compare and calculate elapsed time.   
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Big Question 

This term our Big question is 
 How has Australia contributed to the development of technology?  

Students will be inquiring into how technology has changed over time and identify some Australian technological 
innovations. As part of Tuning In stage we will answer the following questions using our prior knowledge. 

What is this piece of technology  
When was it made ? 

How is it used? 
How has it changed over time? 

Was it created in Australia? 
 Did it have an Australian influence during its development? 

 
“ Necessity is the mother of all invention”. 

We will unpack what this famous saying might mean and respond to the following questions  
How do you think this saying relates to the changes that you have seen in the technology presented/ or 

technology in general? 
 

Is there anything that is/was a “necessity” in Australia that has led to these changes in technology ?   
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Spanish 

 Grade 5/6s are learning about countries in Spanish. Students have chosen which country they would like to research 
and have been investigating the country’s flag, map, coat of arms, currency and languages. 
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Calendar of events 

July Fri 30th  9:00am – 1:30pm Year 3 – 6 Track Events @ Holland Park 

August Thu 5th  AVDSSA Athletics 

 Mon 9th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting (note: changed date) 

Mobile Dental Program 

 Tue 24th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Thu 26th  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

September Wed 1st 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 
 

Thu 2nd  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

 Fri 3rd  Spanish Fiesta 

 Mon 6th  

6:00 – 8:00pm 

Year 5/6 Basketball Tournament 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm School Tour for 2022 prospective parents 

 Fri 17th 2:30pm finish End of Term 3 

October Tue 5th  7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 13th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
 

Fri 15th  5:30 – 7:30pm Year 2 Dinner & Disco  
Mon 18th 

Mon 18th – Tue 19th  

6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

Year 3 & 4 Camp 

November Mon 1st  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 2nd   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No students to attend school 

 Tue 9th 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Tue 16th 9:30 – 11:00am 2022 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 17th 5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 22nd  

6:00 -8:00pm 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 23rd  

9:30 – 11:00am 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

2022 Foundation Transition 

 Thu 25th  & Fri 26th   Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Mon 29th  Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

December Wed 1st   Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

 Tue 7th  

9:30 – 11:00am 

5:30pm 

Year 6 Secondary school transition 

2022 Foundation Transition 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 

 
 Fri 18th 1:30pm End of Term 4 

January 2022 Mon 31st  Start of Term 1 for students  

April Fri 8th  End of Term 1 

 Tue 26th  Start of Term 2 

June Fri 24th  End of Term 2 

July Mon 11th  Start of Term 3 

September Fri 16th  End of Term 3 
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