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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary, 

Thank you for all your positive messages at the school gate, 

phone calls and emails. It has been a little bit of roller coaster 

juggling the challenges the pandemic has thrown at us, however 

at Kensington Primary we are becoming rather skilled at 

returning the serve! I would like to reflect on a conversation I 

had with a parent this morning who stated that Kensington 

Primary is like a second home, the community is family and like 

all families it is about the respect, support, understanding and sense of belonging which is so important. We have 

achieved so much together with a focus on our students at the centre and ensuring we are providing academic, 

social and emotional support. 

Kensington Values 

Thank you to those parents who participated in the online vote for our new values. A special thank you to those 

families who rang the school to ensure that their vote was counted. The culture and expectations of our community 

are vital to ensure that everyone understands how our behaviour can impact others in both a positive and negative 

way. The focus of the DET initiative School Wide Positive Behaviours is that all students, staff and families 

understand the expectations of behaviour and the impact of positive behaviour. 

  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Our new values are Creative, Resilience and Learn, which we are adding to our current values of Respect and 

Responsibility. Our staff will continue working with our school wide positive behaviour coach to develop behavioural 

matrixes and unpack the expected behaviour and what it looks like under the categories of always, in the 

classrooms, shared spaces and transitions, playground and toilets. 

Respectful Relations 

The staff at KPS will undertake two information sessions focused on Respectful Relations early in Term 3. Respectful 

Relations is a DET initiative informed by the Royal Commission into Family Violence which identified the critical role 

that schools and early childhood education have in creating a culture of respect to change the story of family 

violence for future generations. 

In 2016, respectful relationships education became a core component of the Victorian Curriculum from foundation 
to year 12, and is being taught in all government and Catholic schools and many independent schools. 

Everyone in our community deserves to be respected, valued and treated equally. We know that changes in 
attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and equality are embedded in our 
education settings. 

Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our entire community, from 
our classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields and social events. This approach leads to positive impacts on student’s 
academic outcomes, their mental health, classroom behaviour, and relationships between teachers and students. 

Together, we can lead the way in saying yes to respect and equality and creating genuine and lasting change so that 
every child has the opportunity to achieve their full potential.  

I look forward to sharing further information as to the implementation of Respectful Relations at Kensington 
Primary.  

Staffing Update 

We look forward to welcoming Claire McKeown back to Kensington Primary in Term 3. Claire participated in a 
secondment to the Australian Education Union for 6 months. Claire will replace Danni Kelly who will be commencing 
maternity leave mid Term 3.  

As Claire will be undertaking a teaching role in the Foundation classroom Jade Lisbin will continue as the classroom 

teacher of 3B. Jade was delighted to accept a further 6 months at Kensington Primary. 

Timeline for planning and building works. 

I met with a representative from the Victorian Government School Building Authority this week to discuss the 

process and timeline for the commencement of the works required at Kensington Primary. I will provide further 

details in Term 3 as to the process and works which will be undertaken. 

I wish everyone a very happy and safe holiday break. I hope that with the easing of restrictions we are able to 

welcome more parents onsite in Term 3 and reconnect as the Kensington family. 

Bridget  
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Second Hand Uniforms 

If you are cleaning out your cupboards over the holidays and have school uniforms that are no long needed in your 

home; we would love them for our second hand uniform stalls.  We will be having a stall in Term 3. 

Please hand your items into the school office.  They need to be washed, pressed and in a plastic bag (zip lock are 

great) with the size written on it. 

 

Gardening Program Update Wednesday 23/6/2021 

Hello KPS families. 

The second half of term 2 in the garden has seen some wild and wooly weather. Fortunately, we’ve been very lucky 

and the rain seems to clear enough between 11:30am and 1:30pm for us to get stuck into some fun outdoor 

activities. We’ve successfully sprouted a number of bean, pea and sweet pea seedlings which we have begun to 

transfer into garden beds. The students in our lunchtime Gardening Club have been learning how to train these up a 

frame to help to support their growth. 

With the wet weather also comes the weeds! The children have been learning about which ones the chickens like to 

eat and gathering them weekly to bring into the coop. The chickens always gratefully accept these juicy, green 

treats. 

We’ve had to replace a number of our resources which have served us well but reached the end of their lifespan. We 

now have a (much needed) brand new hose and reel, many new tools and some fresh, new children’s gardening 

gloves. We’ve also been investigating new feeders for the chicken coop that will discourage wild birds from coming 

in and stealing all of the chicken food. We have just added a bucket and toggle feeder (those of you who watch 

Gardening Australia may have seen this before) and will soon be adding a treadle feeder. We are looking forward to 

watching our chickens learn to use these new feeders. Look out for photos in upcoming updates! 

Due to the recent covid-related restrictions our parent group, The Grubbies, unfortunately had to cancel their 

planned session in the garden this term, however a new date is in the works for next term.  Please email me if you 

would like to be added to the Grubbies contact list. All welcome! 

 

Our gardening program runs each Wednesday between 11:30-1:30. Please find the timetable for Term 3 below. 

Gardening Timetable 

2C – Wednesday 14th July 

1D – Wednesday 21st July 

FA – Wednesday 28th July 

FD – Wednesday 4th August 

3A – (Week 5 Date TBA) 

3B – (Week 6 Date TBA) 

3C – (Week 7 Date TBA) 

3D – (Week 8 Date TBA) 

 

If you would like to come along and help out during your child’s sessions (for either one or two hours, any amount of 

time is fine) please send an email to either myself at or your child’s classroom teacher.  
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Please note that the school requires parent helpers to have a Working With Children (WWC) check. Please bring this 

with you on the day. It’s also important that you’ve had a chance to read through the Volunteer Work at KPS page on 

our website. This can be accessed at www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/articles/79 

I hope you all have an enjoyable Winter break. 

Warm regards, 

Kate Fedele (Cooking and Gardening Program Teacher- Wednesday 11-3)  

kate.fedele@education.vic.gov.au 

 

2021 Voluntary Contributions 

Thank you to all families who have made a voluntary contribution already.   

In order to operate, Kensington Primary School relies upon finance from various sources. The two major sources are 

Government grants and locally raised funds, including Voluntary Contributions.  

All voluntary contributions are placed in the Building Fund or Library Fund accounts where the funds are used 

exclusively for the purposes of:  

Building Fund (tax deductible):  

• Construction of school buildings to be used for the purpose connected with the School 
               Curriculum.  

• Painting and general maintenance of school buildings, and building insurance.  

• Expenditure on carpets that are fixed to the floor of the school building.  

• Air conditioning. 
 

Library Fund (tax deductible): 

• Books and collections. 

• Furniture and bookshelves.  

• Training equipment as well as computer software and hardware. 
   
ICT Voluntary Contribution: 

• Upgrade and maintenance of ICT hardware and software including the purchase of new interactive 
screens for the classrooms, upgrade of server, cabling-fibre optics. 

 
Your financial support is important in order to provide excellent educational opportunities and programs for all 

students. 

In 2021, if you wish to contribute to the schools’ voluntary funds, the suggested amounts are: 

• $100.00 per family for the Library Fund 

• $350.00 per family for the Building Fund 

• $80.00 per family for the ICT Voluntary Contribution 
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

TO THE BUILDING FUND AND LIBRARY FUND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/articles/79
mailto:kate.fedele@education.vic.gov.au
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Learning Snapshots @ KPS 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Predicting with Nonfiction texts 
In Reading we have been revisiting the 
comprehension skill of predicting. Students have 
been looking at the front cover of nonfiction texts 
to make a prediction. This involves using the 
picture, the title and their prior knowledge to 
make a guess as to what information they think 
they might find in the book. After reading students 
can then revisit their prediction and see if they 
were correct. 

Chunking 
Another decoding strategy that the Foundation students have 
been learning about is the skill of chunking. This involves breaking 
up a larger word into smaller parts. Students can look for smaller 
bits in the word that are easier to read. This stops us from 
sounding out every single sound in a word. For example in the 
word stand, we can chunk the ‘st’ together instead of saying ‘s...t’. 
We can also read the word ‘and’ in stand and don’t need to 
individually sound out ‘a...n...d’. 

  

  

 
Writing 

The Writing Cycle 
The Foundation students have been learning how to 
work through the writer’s cycle. This involves planning 
what they would like to write through choosing a 
writing seed and drawing. Students then draft their 
writing and focus on their writing goal, completing a 
shared edit with their teacher and then publishing 
their good copy.  

Labelled Diagrams 
We have continued to work on our understanding of how to 
label diagrams. To extend our learning further the Foundation 
students have been adding more detailed information into 
their diagrams. Instead of labelling just an ear, students have 
been working on describing the labelled part. For example 
when labelling an elephant ear, instead of writing ‘ear’ they 
will attempt to write ‘big, wrinkly ear’.  
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Numeracy 

Patterns 
In Maths we have been revisiting patterns. Students have been 
building on their basic understanding that a pattern repeats, by 
extending patterns not only to the right but also to the left. 
Students have been challenged to find the repetitive unit in their 
pattern and justify when there are missing elements within their 
patterns.  

3D objects 
Following on from our 2D shape work, the 
Foundation students have been strengthening their 
understanding of 3D objects- in particular cubes 
and spheres. The students have been investigating 
what makes a 3D object and how these differ from 
2D shapes.  

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
Big Question 

What is the Past? 
The Foundation students have been working to create a very 
special book about their own pasts. Students used the 
knowledge they had learned throughout our inquiry into ‘What 
is the Past’, to create a page for each stage of their life. They 
identified the different things they needed at the different 
stages in their lives. The students then shared their ‘past books’ 
with their peers and identified similarities and differences.  
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Year 1 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

  

Throughout remote learning and being back at school, we 
have been making lots of text to text and text to self 
connections. We read a great story called ‘Back To Sleep’. 
We needed to think about which part of the story reminded 
us of something we had done. Lots of us made connections 
to our little brothers and sisters who sometimes wake us up 
when we are sleeping!   

We have been working hard to discuss and understand 
verbs, nouns and proper nouns. We have been doing 
lots of brainstorming as a class in listing nouns and verbs 
and we have been reading our Just Right Books carefully 
to see if we can find any. We have put together our own 
lists of words we have found in our books.  

 
Writing 

 

 

Thank you to all of our grown ups! When we returned to 
school on Friday after remote learning we wanted to do 
something nice for them and say thank you! We followed 
the writing cycle and wrote thank you cards to thank our 
parents for helping us learn online and look after us during 
our snap lockdown.  

Students have been following the writing cycle to write 
stories and poems. We have been discussing how to 
make our writing more interesting and descriptive by 
using adjectives. The students have been writing 
sentences as a class to create a bump it up wall which 
we will use to inspire us to improve our writing. 
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Numeracy 

  
  
  
  
  

 

 

The Year 1’s are starting to learn about all things addition! 
We read the book ‘One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab’ to help us 
with our additive thinking. We solved a problem where a 
farmer could see animals under the fence, but wasn’t able 
to count how many animal legs there were! We worked 
hard to solve the problem and we thought of which animals 
could be under the fence.  

The Broken Calculator - the students were presented 
with the problem of a broken calculator. All they knew 
was that the answer on the screen was 16. What possible 
numbers could have been added together to create this 
answer? Lots of possibilities! Students drew diagrams to 
model their understanding and used Unifix blocks as a 
support.  

 

Big Question 

 

 

 

We have been continuing with the ‘Show and shine’ 
presentations in Big Question. Students have been bringing 
in toys, pictures, and clothing special to their family. The 
Grade 1’s have been practicing their active listening and 
questioning. 

As we approach the end of term 2, we are starting to 
think about what we have learnt during our ‘Now and 
Then’ Big Question. We have been thinking about what it 
was like for our parents and grandparents when they 
were younger. Here, you can see an example of a 
student’s summary of what life was like for her 
grandparents. Students are writing a letter to their future 
self about what life was like for their grandparents, 
parents and for them in Grade 1. 
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

 

The Year 2 students have been learning to visualise to help deepen their 
understanding of what they are reading. 
The students have read a variety of texts to practise this comprehension 
strategy including Emo the Emu, Miss Lily’s Fabulous Pink Feather Boa, The 
Great Bear and Owl Moon.  
After reading these texts the students have highlighted keywords and phrases 
that help them with their visualisation and have drawn pictures to show what 
they have seen in their minds. 
This week, the students have begun to use their 5 senses to create movies in 
their minds of what they are reading. The students have used keywords and 
phrases, to see, hear, smell, taste and feel what is happening.  

 

 
Writing 

 

Over the past 2 weeks, the students have been completing drafts, revising, 
editing and publishing their information reports to share with the 
Foundation and Year 1 students on Thursday.  
As part of the revising process the students have reread their writing to 
ensure it makes sense, added, deleted and changed words. The students 
have also focused on including technical language. 
As part of the editing process, the students have made sure that sentences, 
names, places and the word I all start with capital letters; ensured they have 
chosen the best punctuation to end each sentence and started using 
dictionaries to check the spelling of tricky words.   

 

 
Numeracy 

 

To follow-up our learning at home the students have been learning more 
about Australian coins and notes. The students have learnt to make 
equivalent values in collections of coins and notes and count collections of 
coins and notes to make a value.  
 
The students have done this through hands-on experiences that included 
‘buying’ toppings to make pizza, making a shop in the classroom, pretending 
to buy and sell items and using the play money to make different values.    
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Big Question 

 

The students are taking action by creating maps of Kensington at 
different times in history to show how the land we are connected to has 
changed. Each class is in the process of creating a map of Kensington in 
1871, 1921, 1971 and 2021. The students have researched when 
important landmarks became a part of Kensington to support the 
creation of the maps.  
The students have used the knowledge they gained when learning about 
mapping earlier in the term to support the design, creating symbols and 
ensuring the maps are showing Kensington from a birds’ eye view.  

 

 

Year 3 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

What have we been doing in reading this fortnight? Well...lucky you asked! Students have begun looking at asking 
questions about texts. They have read Chalk Boy, a story about a chalk drawing who has a wonderful life until it 
starts to rain. The second text they read was a short biography of Christine Anu, a popular indigenous musician and 
performer, reflecting on her heritage, stardom and life achievements.  

Students asked open and closed questions as well as discussing the purpose of why we question when we read. 
Looking deeper, students categorised their questions as ‘right there’ (The answer to my question is right there in the 
text.) and ‘think and search’ (I came up with a question as I read but now have to search in the text to find my 
answer, it might be spread out across multiple pages.) 

Writing 

At the end of week 8, students developed a new writing seed from a picture of a forest and a soundtrack of a beach 
in the background. They were asked to use their 5 senses and brainstorm what the setting of a potential story would 
be. Students were then asked to write out a plan based on their seed ideas. In week 9, students were given the 
opportunity to write a persuasive piece based on the stimuli ‘where should KPS’s new fund be spent?’. Students 
brainstormed ideas, planned and then drafted a piece of writing to convince Bridget of where they feel the money 
should be spent. In week 10, students fine tuned their creative writing skills in their writer’s notebook and 
encouraged to use descriptive language when describing their setting and characters.  

 
writing seed 
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Numeracy 

Students continued to explore the measurement concepts of mass and capacity.  The focus was on comparing and 
ordering, initially by estimating and then measuring with metric units. To check the capacity of containers, students 
used measuring jugs and found how many millilitres or litres they held when full. To check the mass of different 
classroom objects, students used balanced scales with weights, kitchen scales and/or spring balances to measure 
how many grams or kilograms they weighed.  Discussions also centred around the size and shape of objects and 
containers, relative to their mass or capacity.   

Students also revised the connection between addition and subtraction by investigating the processes involved with 
function machines.  They learnt that function machines take an input, apply an operation (or operations) and result 
in an output. Students used clues and trial and error to solve the input numbers, the output numbers and/or the rule 
(operation).  They also made some connections between the processes of function machines and that of computer 
programming through the use of Scratch Jr and offline coding activities, such as creating a maze and then writing the 
code to get from the start to the finish of the maze. 

Big Question 

In Big Question, students have been researching the ‘wondering’ they developed following the hands-on inquiry into 
‘how does heat energy create change?’ 
This week they worked on a way to Go Further with their research and demonstrate their understanding as a 
presentation. Students worked collaboratively to present their research in a variety of ways such as a diorama, a poster, 
a model or an experiment. They presented their learning to the cohort in a mini science fair, moving through the 
classrooms and discussing their learning with their peers.  
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Year 4 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 
In reading, year 4s have been working on the comprehension strategy prediction. They focussed on making 
predictions about non-fiction texts by skimming and scanning. They used fast reading skills to skim read the 
headings, subheadings and captions. They used fast looking skills to scan images, tables, maps and bold or italicised 
words. They then made predictions based on this and their prior knowledge. After they read the text and reflected 
on the accuracy of their predictions.  

This week we have continued to look at predicting non-fiction texts using two different strategies; compare and 
contrast and cause and effect. Students read about one animal, E.g maggots and used this information to predict 
about another similar animal, grubs. While examining cause and effect for prediction students considered non-
fiction information about the joys of skateboarding or jet boat riding and had to predict what the effect might be. 
What might be some problems or consequences of these activities.   
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Writing 

In Writing, students revised and edited their water cycle explanation texts using a checklist to ensure they included 
the structure and language features needed. Once they finished this, students then published their pieces. 

Students then brought in their story salad writing pieces from home learning. They also finished revising and editing 
these pieces. Students focused on including paragraphs to show the structure of a narrative and using connective to 
sequence their text. They then published these pieces to add to the classroom library for others to read. 

 

Numeracy 

In Numeracy, students explored the area of regular and irregular shapes. They learnt to measure the area of regular 
and irregular shapes in cm2, as well as compare the area of regular and irregular shapes. Students discussed and 
described the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. They also created nets of 3D objects. 
 
Students used scaled instruments, such as thermometers to read and record temperature. They represented the 
minimum and maximum temperatures over the course of multiple days. 
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Big Question 

Students presented their States of Matter Science Experiment. This consisted of a procedural text that included the 
aim, hypothesis, materials needed, method and diagrams. Students explained how their experiment explored a state 
of matter (solid, liquid or gas). Students reflected on their experiment and answered questions from their peers. 
 

 
 
Students also shared their first thinking about “What is worth saving?” They answered the following questions; What 
makes something a living thing? What makes something non-living? How do living things survive? How do non living 
things survive? How do living things adapt to change? How do non living things adapt to change? Next term’s Big 
Question topic will be an engaging unit that will challenge students as they think critically about the world around 
them. 
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Year 5/6 Learning Snapshot 

READING 
In Reading, we have been exploring new comprehension skills, 
Analysing and Critiquing which we will be learning deeper in term 3. 
We have comparing different author styles based on similar genres 
and identifying how individual authors enhance their writing for the 
reader. 
  
We compared characters, setting and plot line to build our 
understanding of how two different authors can write about a specific 
topic, e.g. war (Morris Gleitzman and Jackie 
French). 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In term 3, we will begin an author study and analyse a specific book in 
detail. We will look at the author's style of writing as well as critique 
language features, text structures and features by the chosen author.  

Writing 
We have finalised our historical narratives for 
the term and began looking at transactional 
texts (writing with a purpose to communicate 
a message). 
  
Through exploring different text types such as 
formal and informal letters, blog posts and 
emails, we built our understanding through 
the different formats and structures we can 
communicate with others with purpose. 
  
We created letters, emails and blog posts that 
targeted a specific audience and topic and 
experimented with appropriate language 
features to suit the purpose of the message 
we were trying to communicate. 

 
 
In term 3, we will begin learning about poetry, 
with a particular focus on using precise words 
to enhance meaning. We will have the option 
to explore different types of poems and 
create a range through a poetry workshop 
structure 

MATH 
In maths, we have continued to explore adding and subtracting 
fractions with related denominators. We have been solving problems 
with real life contexts that help us relate to the problems and make 
real world connections. 
  
We have also practised multiplication of fractions by a whole number 
through the use of symbols and visuals as well as explaining and 
justifying our solutions. 
 

 
 

BIG QUESTION 
We are finishing off our Big Question unit by 
creating a leadership profile. Throughout this 
unit we have learnt a lot about different 
historical and current leaders who have used 
their voice to create change. 
  
We have identified our own leadership 
qualities through a variety of reflective 
activities and how we can use these qualities 
to influence change. 
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In term 3, we will be starting the unit of measurement and looking at 
grid reference systems, describing locations and the cartesian 
coordinate system. 

 

 
In term 3, we will be looking at how 
technology has shaped Australia’s 
development in the world. 
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Calendar of events 

June Fri 26th  2:30pm finish End of Term 2 

July Mon 12th  

Mon 12th – Wed 14th 

 Start of Term 3 

Year 5 & 6 Camp 

 Wed 14th  9:15 – 10:00am School Tour for 2022 prospective parents 

 Fri 16th   Western Metropolitan Regional Cross Country – Selected students 

 Mon 19th  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 20th 7:45 – 8:30am 

5:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 21st 9:15 – 10:00am School Tour for 2022 prospective parents 

August Mon 2nd  6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

 Thu 5th  AVDSSA Athletics 

 Mon 9th  Mobile Dental Program 

 Tue 24th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Thu 26th  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

September Wed 1st 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 
 

Thu 2nd  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

 Fri 3rd  Spanish Fiesta 

 Mon 6th  

6:00 – 8:00pm 

Year 5/6 Basketball Tournament 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm School Tour for 2022 prospective parents 

 Fri 17th 2:30pm finish End of Term 3 

October Tue 5th  7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 13th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
 

Fri 15th  5:30 – 7:30pm Year 2 Dinner & Disco  
Mon 18th 

Mon 18th – Tue 19th  

6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

Year 3 & 4 Camp  
November Mon 1st  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 2nd   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No students to attend school 

 Tue 9th 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Tue 16th 9:30 – 11:00am 2022 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 17th 5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 22nd 6:00 -8:00pm School Council Meeting 

 Tue 23rd 9:30 – 11:00am 2022 Foundation Transition 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

December Wed 1st   Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

 Tue 7th  

9:30 – 11:00am 

5:30pm 

Year 6 Secondary school transition 

2022 Foundation Transition 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 

  
 Fri 18th 1:30pm End of Term 4 

January 
2022 

Mon 31st  Start of Term 1 for students  
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