
25th June 2020 
McCracken Street Kensington Vic 3031 

Phone: (03) 9376 6013  
www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au  E-mail: kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Care Program: 0432 830 856 
Principal: Bridget McLaughlin    Assistant Principal: Julie Stephens 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

June Fri 26th 2:30pm END OF TERM 2 

July Mon 13th   Start of Term 3 

 Tue 14th 7:45 – 8:45am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting  

 Wed 15th 2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 20th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

August Thu 6th  School Photos (please note there is no extra makeup day) 

September Tue 1st 7:45 – 8:45am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 2nd  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 7th  6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

 Fri 18th  END OF TERM 3 

October Mon 5th  START OF TERM 4 

 Tue 13th  5:00 – 6:00pm 
6:00 – 7:00pm 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  

 Wed 14th  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 19th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

November Mon 2nd   CURRICULUM DAY 

 Tue 17th  7:45 – 8:45am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 18th  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 23rd 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

December Mon 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm 
5:30 – 6:30pm 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
School Council Meeting 

 Tue 8th 5:30 – 6:30pm Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 16th   Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 18th  9:15 – 10:45am 
1:30pm 

Moving Up Day 
End of Term 4  

 

 

 
 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary, 

Thank you for all your support and positivity throughout a very 

challenging term. Thinking back to the end of term 1 we were 

in the situation of being one of the first schools required to 

take action before the holidays. The uncertainty and anxiety of 

what we could or couldn’t do was overwhelming for all our 

community. Taking the time to stop and reflect enables me as 

the principal of Kensington Primary to acknowledge the work 

and planning of the school leadership team, the support and 

collaboration from Julie Stephens, Rachel Gurr and Hayley Merat enabled us to plan for what may eventuate, which 

on the last Thursday of the first term holidays we were informed would take place, the shift to remote learning.  

I would like to thank Patricia Santalucia, our amazing Business Manager, Wizz Height and Kerry Breeze who 

responded to the phone calls and emails during that first chaotic week, the support and communication was greatly 

appreciated.  

To our educational support staff who supported our students remotely, created support materials and resources, 

thank you for your dedication and support of our students.  

For all of our teachers who jumped into online learning, facing the challenges, frustrations and learning new skills, 

your dedication, support of colleagues and our students was amazing.  Your positivity and open to new learning 

during such challenging times was inspiring.  A big thank you to the staff members who generously volunteered to 

come onsite to supervise children. 

To our parents/ carers who supported remote learning, who sent such positive messages or perhaps pressed delete 

instead of send when emotions and frustrations were running high, I thank you. Thank you for your understanding 

that due to the pandemic we were unable to celebrate Harmony Day with our regular after school picnic, Cooking 

and Gardening has been modified to Gardening, the Winter Solstice was not welcomed with wood fired pizzas and 

the gathering of our community. 

Although some things have changed your on-going support has 

been amazing. Thank you for arriving a little earlier, respecting the 

direction to not enter the school grounds and for social distancing. 

Thank you for the pickups being a little staggered. Our parents are 

fabulous and we appreciate you. 

To our amazing students who have adapted to such a huge 

change, you have been inspiring. I believe the smallest child is able 

to inspire anyone. I am inspired daily by the resilience and 

responsibility of our students.  

I hope that everyone stays safe during the holidays. 

Bridget  
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Last Day of Term 2  

Students will be dismissed early on the last day of term Friday 24th. We need to continue to stagger the dismissal 

times to ensure the opportunity for parents to social distance and for there not to be large numbers of parents/ 

carers waiting at the gates.  

• 2.15 - Families with the surname starting with A – I  

• 2.25 - Families with the surname starting with J – P 

• 2.35 - Families with the surname starting with Q - Z 

 

Any student attending Big Child care will be dismissed at 2.30 to meet the Big Child Care staff in the hall. 

 

Term 3  

Advice from the Department of Education is that staggered starts and finishes will continue in term 3. Due to the 

prompt arrivals and departures of families we are decreasing the time slightly so that we can maximise the teaching 

and learning times.  

Arrival for Term 3  

• 8.45 - Families with the surname starting with A – I  

• 8.50 - Families with the surname starting with J – P 

• 8.55 - Families with the surname starting with Q – Z 

 

Departure for Term 3  

• 3.20 - Families with the surname starting with A – I  

• 3.25 - Families with the surname starting with J – P 

• 3.30 - Families with the surname starting with Q – Z 

 

 

Staffing News  

Kim Rothman – Kim has delivered the 2020 initiative of Cultural Studies, while we investigate a language other 
than English for 2021 as well as the Language Intervention program. Kim will be on Long Service Leave for the 
remainder of this year and will be retiring in 2021. I would like to thank Kim for her commitment to the students, 
staff and wider community of Kensington Primary. Kim will continue to teach remotely for the remainder of this 
term. We look forward to welcoming Kim back onsite to wish her all the very best for her retirement. We are 
currently undertaking a recruitment process to fill this teaching position. 
 
Fiona McIntosh – Fiona will be taking personal leave for the remainder of Term 2 and will be taking Long Service 
Leave for all of Term 3 and the first 3 weeks of Term 4. Fiona will be returning to KPS on the 22nd of October, we 
wish her all the very best for her leave. We are delighted to announce that Priyanka Advani will be teaching the 4B 
until Fiona returns from leave in October. 

 
 
 
 
 



      Kensington Primary School Newsletter  

 
 
 
Hayley Merat – Hayley has held the position of Learning Specialist at Kensington Primary for the last 18 months. 
Hayley has led teaching teams to ensure a rigorous and engaging curriculum is developed and has been a key 
member of the School Improvement Team. Hayley will be taking up a teaching position at an international school 
in Vietnam. Hayley will return to Kensington Primary in 2022. Hayley has been a huge asset at KPS, sharing her 
knowledge of inquiry teaching as well as undertaking the Primary Mathematics and Science Initiative and supporting 
the teaching and learning of mathematics at KPS. We wish Hayley all the very best for her new adventure. We are 
currently undertaking a recruitment process to fill the 2 days teaching position in the year 4 team. 

 

Haylee Horn – We look forward to welcoming Haylee Horn back to Kensington from maternity leave. Haylee 
is a Learning Specialist who has supported the implementation of Professional Learning Communities and 
supported in the areas of literacy. Haylee will take over the support of the year 3 and 4 teams, to assist with 
planning and coaching of staff. 
 

 

Maintenance Update 

We are delighted to share that the year 2 classrooms will receive new furniture tomorrow, as will 5A and 4A. Thank 

old furniture is being donated to Rotary to send to schools in the Solomon Islands. The Back Park should have the 

outstanding features installed over the holidays, so that the students can enjoy this creative space. The foldable 

doors in the year 3 classrooms are slightly delayed with the installation date being in the second week of term 3. 

Thank you to those teachers and students who have been so flexible and supportive of the need to change rooms.  

 

Term 2 Reports  

The second term reports were sent home via Sentral yesterday. As you are aware the leadership team decided to 

communicate the first term reports separately from the second term reports due to remote learning. 

The reports will look different to the past semester reports as progression points have not been provided. Teachers 

have reported on the work covered during remote learning and student attendance during this time. We thank you 

for your support during this time of challenge. If you have any concerns please contact your child’s/ children’s 

teacher or specialist teacher via Sentral. 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


