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Calendar of events 

May Fri 28th  9:00am – 3:30pm Athletics Carnival Years 4 – 6 @ Moonee Valley 
Athletics Centre POSTPONED 

June Wed 2nd 

 

11:30am – 1:30pm 

9:15 – 10:00am 

Soccer Clinic – 3D & 3C POSTPONED 

School Tour for 2022 Prospective Parents POSTPONED 

 Fri 4th  Back up Athletics Carnival Day 

 Tue 8th 7:45 – 8:30am 

5:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 9th  11:30am – 1:30pm 

9:15 – 10:00am 

Soccer Clinic – 3D & 3C 

School Tour for 2022 Prospective Parents 

 Fri 11th  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

 Mon 14th  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday – no students to 
attend school 

 Tue 15th 3:45 – 6:30pm Parent Teacher Interviews 

 Wed 16th  11:30am – 1:30pm 

3:45 – 6:30pm 

Soccer Clinic – 3D & 3C 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

 Fri 18th  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

 Mon 21st 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

 Wed 23rd 11:30am – 1:30pm Soccer Clinic – 3D & 3C  
Fri 26th  2:30pm finish End of Term 2 

July Mon 12th  

Mon 12th – Wed 14th 

 Start of Term 3 

Year 5 & 6 Camp 

 Mon 19th  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 20th 7:45 – 8:30am 

5:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

August Mon 2nd  6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

 Thu 5th  AVDSSA Athletics 

September Mon 6th 6:00 – 8:00pm 

 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm School Tour for 2022 prospective parents 

 Fri 17th 2:30pm finish End of Term 3 

October Fri 15th  5:30 – 7:30pm Year 2 Dinner & Disco  
Mon 18th – Tue 19th   Year 3 & 4 Camp 

November Mon 1st  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 2nd   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No students to attend 
school 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

December Wed 1st   Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary, 

 Funding for the Future - $7.365 million to upgrade our school facilities 

 Communication with Teachers  

 National Reconciliation Week  

 School Values – School Wide Positive Behaviours  

 School Values – Student Voice 

 COVID-19 Lockdown – Friday 28th May – Thursday – 3rd May  

Funding for the Future - $7.365 million to upgrade our school facilities 

Last week we received the amazing news that we are to receive $7.365 

million to upgrade our school facilities. Over the past 3 years we have 

undertaken works on our school, which have been funded by the 

generous donations from our school community through the building 

fund, fund raising and grants.  

We have completed to date: 

 The ceiling and walls in the hall 

 Purchased new furniture 

 Carpeted classrooms 

 Painted classrooms 

 Installed new operable doors in the year 3 area above the library 

 Removed a wall to create an internal bag area for students  

 Removed mould from wall cavities in classrooms and internal walls 

 Repaired box gutters on the second storey of the main building 

 Repaired gutters along the walkway 

 Replaced termite damaged panels in the library 

 Installed new pin boards in corridors and classrooms 

 Removed disused sinks in classrooms to provide a larger learning environment  

 Installed air-conditioning in classrooms 

 Repaired terracotta sewerage pipes 

 Installed a new playground 

 Replaced tiles from the Cooking & Gardening Kitchen 

 Refurbished the flexible learning space currently used as the Spanish room. 

This is an exciting time for our school community. The Victorian School Building Authority, in conjunction with the 

Department of Education and Training regional office staff, will support us over the course of our capital works 

project, ensuring the educational vision of our school is realised. We will be provided with an initial $175,000 to 

commence planning in 2021 – 2022, then the remaining funds to commence the works.  

 
Communication with Teachers  

Due to COVID restrictions and density levels we are very aware that the 

opportunity to speak with teachers in the classrooms is not always possible. I 

encourage all parents and carers to email teachers via Compass if you have 

any questions or concerns. 
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Each team is supported by a team leader who is also available to respond to questions or concerns from families.  

 Foundation – Maddie Griffin 

 Year 1 – Jess Filippis 

 Year 2  – Jessica Birchall 

 Year 3  – Tim Rhodes 

 Year 4  – Simon Lukic 

 Year 5/6  – Sarah Heaton-Harris 

 Specialists  – Andrew Warmington 

 

Our Learning Specialists work with teams and are also available to support our families with any concerns or 

questions. 

 

 Rachel Gurr supports the Foundation and Year 1 Teams 

 Julie Stephens supports the Year 2 team 

 Haylee Horn supports the Year 3-4 Team 

 Sophie Anastasiadis supports the Year 5-6 Team and Specialist Team 

 

Julie Stephens coordinates wellbeing within the school working with external providers to support students with 

individual needs. 

 

As the Principal I work closely with the leadership team and Regional staff to ensure we are providing our students 

and families with support academically, socially and emotionally. As previously discussed we have introduced School 

Wide Positive Behaviours to KPS and will be working with a DET Lead Manager in Term 3 to introduce Respectful 

Relations.  

 

Classroom Teacher  Team Leader Learning Specialist  Assistant Principal  Principal  

 

National Reconciliation Week  

 

National Reconciliation Week runs from this Thursday 27th May until next Thursday 

3rd June. The theme for Reconciliation week in 2021 is ‘more than a word, 

reconciliation takes action’. The RAP team have put together 2 lesson plans (one for F-

2 and one for 3-6) to acknowledge National Reconciliation Week. We feel this is a 

good time for classes to reflect on their Acknowledgement of Country posters and 

how this is actioned within the classroom. These lessons are a great fit into the SWPBS 

sessions under the theme of respect. 

A number of indigenous texts have been purchased and added to our library for our 

students to borrow and read. This is an opportunity for our community to celebrate 

our rich history and learn more about indigenous perspectives and culture. 
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School Values – School Wide Positive Behaviours  

 

During an evening information session families were invited to learn more about School Wide Positive Behaviours 

and the development of our school values. 

 

All staff and students have worked on embedding the behaviours of Respect and Responsibility. 

 

We have asked all students to collaborate and vote on further school wide vales and have invited parents/ carers to 

also have a choice in the values of KPS.  

 

School Values – Student Voice 

At our recent School Wide Positive Behaviour Information evening, 

the process for creating our further school values, to add to our 

already established values ‘Respect’ and ‘Responsibility’ discussed. 

Our senior Student Representative Council worked with Elise 

Andrews to identify and discuss possible values. A list of 4 values was 

decided on. The process of selecting two of the four values was then 

rolled out across the school with all classes involved in discussion 

about the meaning of the values before providing students with the 

opportunity to vote on one of the four values.  

The values rated most highly by the students were ‘Creative’ and ‘Fair’. Below are some of the student responses 

recorded during class discussions when unpacking the meaning of the values. 

For students Creative means: 

 

 Making things and having ideas 

 Thinking outside the box. Looking for solutions. 

 Being able to put their own take on things 

 to think outside the box when problem solving/to enjoy art/to enjoy doing hands on activities  

 That being creative also happens outside of the Art room, giving new things a try. 

 Expressing yourself, being yourself, doing lots of drawing, building, play  

 Different ways of expressing themselves. 

 Creating new ideas, initiative, expression, art 

 Showing our thinking in different ways/presenting our work in different ways 

 Having a choice in the way they work and the way they learn. Showing things in a different way.  

 I remember we discussed being creative and making our school having more creative outlets.  

 Having more creative outlets such as clubs students used words like "making" and talked about the arts as 

somewhere that we are creative within. 

 I am creative in art. My writing is creative. Creative thinking is part of all of our learning. I enjoy being 

creative. 

 Learning through the arts in the general classroom. Sharing our thinking to show how we think differently. 

 Creativity is about not copying other people's work. 
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For Students Fair means: 

 To play and have equal rights in the yard 

 Fair with teacher time, fair with others learning; getting what you need (equitable). Not cheating, not lying. 

 Equal, treating everyone the same 

 Sharing and each get a turn 

 For things to be equal/understand that sometimes things may not seem fair, when they are/following rules 

when playing games 

 Playing in the yard, taking turns inside and outside of the classroom such as putting up their hand when it is 

time to speak. 

 Sharing with each other, doing the right thing by each other, showing each other whole body listening  

 All having the same opportunities to learn. 

 Acting fairly, equity, equality, being fair to each other, being kind - my class focused on compassion as they 

felt this encompassed fair but also linked to respect and responsibility as well as things like empathy and 

understanding. Being able to respond to others as well as themselves. 

 For many students, fairness is around sharing and everyone getting a go as well as a consistent teaching 

approach from their point of view. 

 Equal / getting the same amount / being fair in the way in which we treat people and how we act  

 Everyone to have a go; everyone contributes in some way, even if it is something small.  

 When teachers listen to students; when people have a choice. 

  Understood this concept in relation to games and sports - following the same rules and expectations when 

working together. Making sure everyone has the same opportunities. 

 Students talked about being fair as taking turns, sharing things inside and outside the classroom and when 

we are fair we are nice. 

 Students talked about being fair for each student in the class and when some need more time for work or 

when we need quiet to be able to concentrate. 

 Students talked about fairness in terms of being the same for everyone, and about understanding the rules 

and accepting consequences for breaking them. 

 Fair is we all get a go; letting everyone learn. Games need to be fair. It is fair to share.  

 Fair is often addressed in PE & students often talk about fairness in regard to playing games by the rules and 

students being treated fairly irrespective of their sporting abilities 

 Everyone having a chance to learn. Making sure everyone is safe. Thinking about how we are different.  

 Everyone deserves to be treated fairly in within the school by both students and teachers. Same 

opportunities are giving to everyone. Talking sticks are used to be fair to everyone and there are no 

'favourites'. 

 

I would like to encourage all families to vote for a value, so that we can continue to develop Behavioural 

Matrices, unpack the behaviours, use common language and acknowledge the positive behaviour of our 

students. The embedding of our values will support a positive culture for all our community members.  
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COVID-19 Lockdown – Friday 28th May – Thursday – 3rd June 

The Acting Premier, James Merlino has announced that we are preparing for a 7 day lockdown starting from 

midnight tonight and finishing on Thursday the 3rd at 11.59pm. 

I will be contacting families later today when I receive official communication from DET. This will include the 

teaching and learning programs as well as supervision for identified students. 

Due to the lock down the Kensington Year 3-6 Athletics day will be postponed.  

We were hopeful that the upcoming parent teacher interviews Tuesday 15th June and Wednesday 16th of June 

would be onsite, however it is highly likely that interviews will be conducted via WebEx, the DET approved digital 

platform. Information about interviews will be sent next week. 

Thank you for your on-going support 

Bridget 

  

Enrolment for 2022 

 

We now accepting enrolments for Foundation 2022.  All the relevant documentation is available on our website or 

you can collect a hard copy from the office.   

Also if your child will not be attending Kensington Primary School next year and going to another school (other than 

those currently in Year 6) could you please advise the office.  This will assist with 2022 planning. 

.  
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Learning Snapshots @ KPS 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Retell 
Students have been focusing on the 
comprehension strategy of retell. They have been 
learning to retell what they have just read, 
recalling key information and sharing the 
information in the correct order. They can do this 
by listing the character/s, the setting and the 
important events in order. 

Decoding 
The students have also been learning about the decoding 
strategies of ‘stretch and slide’ through unknown words. 
When reading unknown words, students can use their 
knowledge of individual sounds to break up CVC (dog/pop) 
and CVCC (milk, fact) words and sound them out. This is called 
stretching the word. They can then slide through the word and 
put all of the sounds back together. For example: 
c   a   t    becomes cccaaaatttt. 

Home Reading 
 
 Please encourage your child to point to the 

words as they read.  
 Please assist your child with sounding out 

words, not just telling them the word.  
 Ask your child some questions after reading to 

support comprehension.  
 Can you tell me what happened in the 

story? 
 How was the character feeling? How do 

you know? 

 

 

 
Writing 

Writing Workshop 
The Foundation students are learning to 
understand the writer's workshop cycle. Students 
are beginning to develop publishing skills by 
reading their work and rewriting it. Writing the 
corrections onto a publishing page. They have been 
focusing on making sure their writing is on the 
lines, they have finger spaces between words, 
using lowercase letters and using their knowledge 
of sounds and letters to make attempts at spelling. 
 
Once the students have finished their published 
writing, they draw a picture to match the work that 
they have completed. 

Handwriting Focus: clockwise letters.  
The Foundation students have been learning how to form the 
clockwise letters (m, n, r, x, z, h, k, p). Handwriting sessions 
not only teach the direction of forming letters, but also where 
to place the letters on the line. In Foundation we often refer 
to the dotted third lines as the sky, the grass and the ground 
lines. This supports students to visually understand where the 
letters need to sit within the lines.  
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Numeracy 

Number: 
Foundation students have been revisiting and consolidating 
their understanding of more and less than. Students have been 
playing hands-on games which encourage them to think about 
the number sequence and identify the number one more than 
or one less than.   

Days of the week: 
Students have been learning about the days 
of the week. They have engaged in tasks 
where they have had to put them in order 
and draw different things they do on each 
day.  
 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 



Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 
Big Question- What is the Past? 

The Foundation students have continued looking 
back at their past and discussing the differences 
between now and when they were younger. 
Students have begun to create ‘mood boards’ 
which demonstrate what they understand about 
their baby, toddler and kinder years. 
Students will be bringing home  questions soon to 
interview you about their past. 

 
 

 

 
Spanish: In Spanish, students are learning about numbers 1 - 10. Students have been extending their knowledge 
through individualised learning goals and applying their knowledge with maths materials. 

Music: In Music, students have been exploring the expressive elements of music, in particular dynamics (loud and 
soft) and tempo (fast and slow). Students have listened to and responded to examples from Carnival of the Animals. 
They learned that music can be slow and loud, or fast and soft, and so on. 

Physical Education: In P.E we are continuing to explore how to roll, throw and catch a ball with partners and in 
games such as Tadpole and Scarecrow Tiggy. 

Art: In Art, students have continued investigating the area  of collage. Students collected objects from the yard such 
as leaves and bark and experimented with making these items into a nature collage by attaching the items with PVA 
glue. 

 

Year 1 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 
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Text-to-Self Connections 
Have you ever read a book and thought - “The character in the book experienced something I have experienced!”? 
Believe it or not you were making a text-to-self connection. This is a comprehension skill that the Year 1 students 
have been focusing on in the past fortnight, using the above texts as mentors. Students are now moving on to 
justifying why they have made that connection with evidence from the text and the very important word “BECAUSE”. 
Each of these books has been loaded to the students Premier’s Reading Challenge list, don’t forget this is also 
something you can do at home with the books that you read.  

 
Writing 

 

 

 

WRITING CYCLE AND WRITING SEEDS 

Students continued practising their writing using the writing cycle. They proceeded to use existing writing seeds 
along with new ones collected throughout the week. Students spotted a rainbow lorikeet outside the classroom 
window, this was used for an exciting writing seed that led to some exciting narratives and informative non-fiction 
texts. 

 

<  

Nonfiction Texts 

Students finalised their non-fiction 
text throughout the week. These 
have now been published into small 
books, which the students are very 
proud of. 

> 

Hand Writing 

Students continued to practice 
their handwriting skills, practising 

initially on mini whiteboards Write 
and Wipes before practising on 

dotted thirds. 
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Numeracy 

 

  

Partitioning 
The students have investigated a variety of numbers and their parts over the last two weeks. They did this by making 
their model, using unifix, and breaking it into either two or three parts or by playing games with double sided counters. 
Students also partitioned using place value, splitting 2 digit numbers into tens and ones. Students then recorded these 
in their books with a focus on accuracy. 

 
Big Question 

THEN AND NOW: FILM, BOOK, FASHION 
Students spent the week comparing then and now in the 
areas of film, fashion and books/literature. 
 
Students learnt about how children’s clothing has changed 
from the 1950s to now. They chronologically ordered 
pictures showing the evolution of children’s clothing and 
thought about what clothing might look like in the future. 
 

Students watched snippets of film from the 1960s and 
2018 along with reading pages of text from the 1950s and 
2010s. They also explored how the technology for watching 
movies has changed over time. The students used Venn 
diagrams to list what was unique to each and what the 
pieces had in common. 
 

 

 
Spanish: In Spanish, students are learning about numbers 1 - 10. Students have been extending their knowledge 
through individualised learning goals and applying their knowledge with maths materials. 

Music: In Music, students have been exploring the expressive elements of music, in particular dynamics (loud and 
soft) and tempo (fast and slow). Students have listened to and responded to examples from Peter and the Wolf. They 
learned the sound and look of some orchestral instruments. They learned that music can be slow and loud, or fast 
and soft, and so on. 

Physical Education: In P.E. we are continuing to explore how to roll, throw and catch a ball with partners and in 
games such as Tadpole, Dodgeball and Scarecrow Tiggy. 

Art: In Art, we have continued building our skills in the area of drawing. We have been focusing on how you can 
draw things from different views. Students have sketched animals, using toys as their ‘models’ and practised drawing 
them from the side (profile) and front. 
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 
In Reading, students have been learning to ask and answer 
questions to help them deepen their understanding of 
what they are reading. Through reading non-fiction texts, 
they have explored the skill of questioning by asking 
questions before, during and after they read and by 
noticing when their questions have been answered. 
Students have been asking questions about the meaning of 
unknown words, who/what was this paragraph about and 
how does this idea relate to what they have learnt before.  

Students have also continued to participate in our daily 
Guided Reading sessions. After these sessions, students 
independently practise their individual goals using their 
just right books.   

 

Writing 

In Writing, students have been learning about information 
reports. Through the modelled writing approach, students 
selected a topic they believe they’re an expert in and came 
up with a plan which included subheadings for their topic. 
They then listed information under each heading. During 
the drafting phase, students used their plan to write 
factual sentences about their topic.  

 

Numeracy 

In Numeracy, students have been learning about maps of 
familiar locations. They have explored this topic in a 
variety of ways including identifying symbols found on a 
map, locating key features, giving and receiving directions 
and creating 3D maps. 
 
Students have also continued to practise their addition and 
subtraction strategies (+10, -10, +1, -1, doubles, +9, -9) 
during our warm up activity. 

 
Students created a 3D Bird’s eye view map of 
Kensington PS using multi links blocks.  

Big Question 

Our Big Question is ‘How has the Land I’m Connected to 
Changed?’ 

During the “Going further” phase of the inquiry cycle, 
students reflected on their walking tour of Kensington. 
They had an opportunity to interview our Assistant 
Principal, Julie, about the school and the surrounding area. 
Julie talked about how the landscape has changed and the 
various uses the land has seen over time.  
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Spanish: In Spanish, students are learning about numbers 1 - 10. Students have been extending their knowledge 
through individualised learning goals and applying their knowledge with maths materials. 

Music: In Music, students have explored how to read and write simple melodies. They have been introduced to 
music staves and they have located a limited range of notes on it.They went on to write their own tunes with these 
notes. 

Physical Education: In P.E. we are continuing to explore how to roll, throw and catch a ball with partners and in 
games such as Tadpole, Dodgeball and Scarecrow Tiggy. 

Art: In Art, students have begun to explore the medium of chalk pastel. Students have experimented with mixing 
analogous colours (colours that are next to each other on the colour wheel), to then create landscapes showing a 
horizon line. 

Year 3 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Students have finished off learning about activating their prior knowledge. The have refined their skills using 
evidence from the text to make connections to themselves and other texts they have read. Students have chosen a 
‘just right’ book that they have read and reflected on how they have used their prior knowledge to understand the 
text better making connections. Moving forward, students have begun making predictions about the text FOX. They 
are learning about using clues from the text and illustrations to make predictions about what will happen next. As 
they continue to read the text, they have been reflecting, revising and editing their predictions based on new 
information found in the text.  

Writing 

In week 4 students continued working in their writer’s notebook. Some students started new writing seeds, other 
students started a comic or planning a narrative story. In week 5 students finished their persuasive texts on the topic 
animals in cages. They were also introduced to procedural texts using a chocolate chip cookie recipe as an example. 
Students deconstructed the text looking for the appropriate structural and language features of a procedural text. 
Students have also been introduced to the use of paragraphs and when to start a new paragraph in a narrative. They 
practiced this skill by identifying where paragraphs should be placed in a short narrative.  

Numeracy 
 
In Maths, students were introduced to the compensation strategy for addition and subtraction.  Compensation is 
changing the numbers to make calculations easier.  For example,  
 
         Addition                  Subtraction 
        43 + 28 =                    53 -9 =  
        43-2 + 28+2                               53+1 - 9+1  =  
        41 + 30 = 71                54 - 10 =  44  
 
Students also played a number of games to assist with building their number fact fluency.  These were a nice relief 
during the NAPLAN week! 
 
They also interpreted worded problems to decide if the operation required addition or subtraction.  Looking at key 
language, such as ‘more’, ‘altogether’, ‘gave/went away' and ‘what is left’, supported this.  Special attention was 
needed for some trickier problems, such as noticing if the word ‘more’ involved addition or subtraction 
calculations.  For example, Mr. Smith had some cookies. Suzy gave him 23 more cookies. Then, he had 69 cookies. 
How many cookies did Mr. Smith start with?  Students worked out that this problem needed them to find the 
difference, so the equation to solve was 69 - 23 = ?, or 23 + ? = 69.  Students drew on the range of strategies taught 
over the last few weeks to solve the worded problems. 
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Big Question 
 
In Big Question, we have continued our inquiry into ‘How Does Heat Energy Create Change’ by examining the way 
that heat is transferred by radiation. Students observed how colours absorb or reflect radiant heat by measuring and 
comparing changes in temperature when materials of different colours were placed in the sun. Working in groups, 
they used their observations to plan an experiment to melt butter using radiant heat. They worked on the 
hypothesis that certain colours were more effective at absorbing radiant heat and so should be more effective at 
melting butter. Although the hypothesis was good, and we had a beautiful sunny day on which to conduct our 
experiments, the intensity of the radiant heat at this time of year meant that we did not quite get the expected 
results. All part of working and thinking as scientists.  
For the next couple of weeks, students will work with a partner to conduct their own research into a wondering 
which they have developed as a result of our inquiry so far.  
 
Spanish:  In Spanish, we have been learning about hobbies. Target vocabulary includes music, singing, reading, 
dancing, soccer, footy, watching movies, video games, walking and running. Students are designing characters for 
their comics. In the coming weeks, students will create comics with dialogue around hobbies. 

Music: In Music, students were introduced to the ukulele. They  learned the important parts of it and the names of 
all four strings. They played simple tunes using thumb plucking techniques. They progressed from open strings to 
learning how to press a string on to a fret. 

Physical Education: In P.E we are practising all our footy skills such as handballing, marking and kicking and 
combining them with a game of AFL Recreational Football. Students are using football terminology and exploring the 
different positions on a football field such as forwards, mid fielders and backs. 

Art: In Art, the Year 3s have continued their investigation into artist Kimmy Cantrell, by taking their 2D designs for 
their final “mask-erpiece” into 3D construction replicas, to practise layering their designs before practising them in 
clay. 

 

Year 4 Learning Snapshot 
 
Reading 
 
In Reading, students have continued to look at activating prior knowledge in order to make connections and extend 
their knowledge. Last week students looked at other non-fiction text types such as explanation, information reports, 
biographies and procedural texts. They drew on prior knowledge of the text type or on the topic it was about. They 
reflected on the way in which their connection supported them to extend their understanding of the text. This week 
students activated their prior knowledge as they read fiction texts. Students were encouraged to activate their prior 
knowledge before and as the text unfolded.  

 



Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 
Writing 

In Writing, students have been learning about the purpose of explanation texts. Students deconstructed an 
explanation text written by Sophia about ‘How do frogs develop?’ Students used a checklist to assist them. We 
concentrated on the structure of explanation texts and how they need to include a heading, opening statement, 
sequenced paragraphs, concluding statement and labelled diagrams. Students also looked at the language features 
these texts have and focused on identifying and including tier 3 vocabulary, connectives of time, connectives of 
cause and effect and action verbs. 

They then planned for this explanation text by using a graphic organiser and their deconstructed text. Students 
began to draft a rewrite following their plan, text structure and language features of an explanation text. Once they 
finished drafting, students revised and edited their work by using the checklist to ensure they incorporated the 
aspects of the text they needed. Once completed, students then published their texts. 
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Numeracy 

In Numeracy, students are learning to locate fractions on a number line by using skip counting. Students viewed 
fractions as numbers on a number line, represented fractions on a number line and used skip counting to locate 
fractions on a number line. Students were able to extend their understanding by reading and saying a mixed number 
as well as create an appropriate number line to plot the mixed number on a number line 

Students continued to solidify their understandings of equivalent fractions by using a fraction wall to represent 
halves, thirds, quarters and eighths. Students developed their understanding of fractions by drawing a line through a 
shape to show a fraction, circling a collection according to a fraction, drawing an object and then labelling it as well 
as counting by a particular fraction starting at 
0 or another whole number.  

   

Big Question 
In Big Question, students have been learning about the 

application or removal of heat and how it causes a change in an object's state of matter. They made observations, 
recorded their observations and drew conclusions about how temperature affects matter. Students also classified 
objects as a solid, liquid or gas and described what causes change in an object's state of matter. They reflected on 
their knowledge, their new understandings and what questions they may still have. 
Students began to plan their own experiment around the topic of solids, liquids or gases. They thought about and 
posed a question they could conduct an experiment around. Students decided on an aim for the experiment and 
planned out the materials they would need to conduct their experiment. 
 
Spanish:  In Spanish, we have been learning about hobbies. Target vocabulary includes music, singing, reading, 
dancing, soccer, footy, watching movies, video games, walking and running. Students are designing characters for 
their comics. In the coming weeks, students will create comics with dialogue around hobbies. 

 
Music: In Music, students applied their melody studies to the ukulele. They  revised the important parts of it and the 
names of all four strings. They played simple tunes using thumb plucking techniques. They progressed from open 
strings to learning how to press a string on to a fret. 

 
Physical Education: In P.E we are practising all our footy skills such as handballing, marking and kicking and 
combining them with a game of AFL Recreational Football. Students are using football terminology and exploring the 
different positions on a football field such as forwards, mid fielders and backs. 

 
Art: In Art, the Year 4s have continued with their investigation into Mayan Masks. Students have created a 2D design 
sketch and this week are practising turning their design into a 3D representation. Students have been encouraged to 
practise their time management as their final 3D piece needs to be completed in one session. 
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Year 5/6 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Students have been focusing on 
the comprehension strategy of 
inferring, specifically identifying 
the tone and mood of an author’s 
writing and looking into whose 
point of view a narrative is told 
from. They have learnt to identify 
different viewpoints within the 
texts they are reading. We have 
been reading The Ickabog, by J.K 
Rowling as a class, using this as a 
modelled exemplar when 
unpacking these skills. 

 

Tone and Mood 
Students have been learning about how 
authors use both tone and mood to 
support the reader with understanding 
the theme and purpose behind their 
writing.  
 
WHAT IS TONE? A definition we have 
discussed... 
Building tone in writing is a way of 
expressing feelings and attitudes that 
will influence the way a reader feels 
about the characters and events in a 
text.  
 
Students have been learning that by 
organising words in a particular way 
you can create an emotional response 
in a reader. They have focused on 
identifying specific vocabulary that the 
author has chosen to set the tone of 
their writing. 
 

 

Point of View 
Students have been exposed to a 
range of narratives and within these 
we have explored the difference 
between first person, second person 
and third person narration. We have 
established that many of these 
narratives are told from different 
points of view. Who is telling a story 
and from what perspective, is an 
important choice an author makes.  
We are beginning to explore how 
story told from a different point of 
view can completely transform and 
change the readers' understanding. 

 

 
Writing 

Students are currently working through the Writer’s Cycle in the Pre 
Write and Drafting stages. We have been exploring and unpacking 
different narrative structures and have been working on Developing our 
characters and plotlines. When planning for their historical narratives, 
students have been referring to their mood boards that they created. 
The classroom teachers have been completing the writing process 
alongside the students; here is an example of the planning we have 
been creating together.  
 
Setting: On a rickety boat sailing through  the murky ocean  
When: 2010, winter 
Where: On the sombre ocean 

Mood Boards  
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Major characters: A refugee child chasing freedom and peace  
Minor characters: Village residents, childhood friend Jamilla, mother, 
siblings, other refugees on the boat 
 
Plot line/Problem: The main character is escaping her war torn village 
to chase freedom with her single mother and baby sibling. The journey 
is rough, cold and unknown.  
 
Event 1 Flashback to when and how things changed in the village 
Event 2 Detailed experience of the boat journey and development of 
the character  
Event 3 Arriving to an unknown location that is cold and not welcoming  
 
Outcomes/ resolutions: 

 The long boat journey seems to be a symbol of peace and 
journey towards freedom for the character, her family and 
other refugees on the boat. 

 The refugee child character develops a friendship with another 
refugee child on the boat who is supportive. 

 The boat docks to an unknown, dank and cold island that does 
not look like freedom or peace.  

 

 

Writing Planning  
 

 

 

Writer’s Notebook 
Student’s created Character Profiles to support their 
narratives.  
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Numeracy 

Students have been engaging in a Fractions and Decimals unit of work, designed 
to support each of their points of need. Students are working on a range of self 
selected tasks practising the four mathematics proficiencies of understanding, 
fluency, problem solving and reasoning. Each student has an individual goal in 
one of these areas. They complete tasks alongside their classmates and have an 
opportunity to ‘prove’ their understanding to their teacher.  
 
Some of the key skills we are focusing on are: 

 
 Modelling fractions 
 Investigating equivalent fractions 
 Counting and ordering fractions 
 Recognising fractions and decimals 
 Adding and subtracting fractions with like or unlike denominators 
 Understanding place value of hundredths and beyond 
 Comparing and ordering decimals 
 Add and subtract decimals 
 Finding a fraction of a quantity 
 Converting between fractions, decimals and percentages 
 Multiplying and dividing fractions and decimals 

 
Big Question 
 
Students have been undertaking a range of case studies to 
broaden their knowledge and understanding of different 
leaders in the world, past and present. We are working through 
the ‘finding out’ phase of the Inquiry Cycle and initially students 
explored past leaders and more recently we have been looking 
at contemporary leaders such as Baschar Houli and Taylah 
Harris, two AFL players who are breaking ground and leading 
change in the football community. Students have been 
explaining how leaders use their voice to make change and are 
beginning to gather their understanding of the attributes of a 
good leader. 
We were lucky enough to have Dr Kudzai, Tasimba’s mother 
visit the grade 5/6 students to discuss her experience as a health care worker. This was a fantastic opportunity to see 
how everyday people are leading change in their fields. Students were able to identify skills required to be a doctor 
which facilitated a rich discussion around the traits of a good leader. 

Spanish: In Spanish, we have been learning about food. Target vocabulary includes salad, vegetables, rice, bread, 
chicken, soup, pork chop, icecream, steak and dessert. Students have been guided to build a dialogue around 
ordering food. 

Music: In Music, students listened to a sea shanty and learned how to arrange a percussion accompaniment for it. In 
rehearsal and performance they worked on keeping in time, negotiating with peers and creating interesting beats to 
suit the song. 

Physical Education: In P.E we are practising all our footy skills such as handballing, marking and kicking and 
combining them with a game of AFL Recreational Football. Students are using football terminology and exploring the 
different positions on a football field such as forwards, mid fielders and backs. 

Art: In Art, the Year 5/6s have explored exaggeration and distortion by creating human heads that have features that 
reflect these themes. The human heads have taken on a slightly monstrous and mythical appearance, which has lead 
us to our next investigation - gargoyles. Students have begun to research and design their final clay pieces through 
researching the history of the statues and presenting 2D sketches. 
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