
 28th May 2020 
McCracken Street Kensington Vic 3031 

Phone: (03) 9376 6013  
www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au  E-mail: kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Care Program: 0432 830 856 
Principal: Bridget McLaughlin    Assistant Principal: Julie Stephens 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

June Tue 2nd 5:00 – 6:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting via WEBEX 

 Wed 3rd 2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting via WEBEX 

 Mon 8th  Queen’s birthday public holiday  - NO STUDENTS attend school 

 Tue 9th  STAGE 2 – Years 3 - 6  return to school 

 Fri 26th 2:30pm End of Term 2 

July Mon 13th   Start of Term 3 

 Tue 14th 7:45 – 8:45am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting  

 Wed 15th 2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 20th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

August Thu 6th  School Photos (please note there is no extra makeup day) 

September Tue 1st 7:45 – 8:45am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 2nd  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 7th  6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

 Fri 18th  End of Term 3 

October Mon 5th  Start of Term 4 

 Tue 13th  5:00 – 6:00pm 
6:00 – 7:00pm 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  

 Wed 14th  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 19th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

November Mon 2nd   CURRICULUM DAY 

 Tue 17th  7:45 – 8:45am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting  
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 18th  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 23rd 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

December Mon 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm 
5:30 – 6:30pm 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
School Council Meeting 

 Tue 8th 5:30 – 6:30pm Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 16th   Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 18th  9:15 – 10:45am 
1:30pm 

Moving Up Day 
End of Term 4  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers, 

It has been wonderful welcoming our foundation to 2 students back onsite, there have been many smiles and very 

warm welcomes. I would like to thank all our parents/ carers who have been so responsive to our directives of a 

staggered start and finish as well as being so respectful to not enter our school grounds. As a staff we acknowledge 

this is difficult, however the guidelines are to ensure the safety of all members of our community. Please refer to the 

Return to School Guide for Parents 

https://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/kps_return_to_school_parent_guide.pdf if you have 

any concerns. 

 

Parents and carers were asked to complete surveys in the third and sixth week of remote learning to provide 
feedback as to the technical and organisational component as well as to respond to the questions about their child 
as a remote learner; 

 What learning were you more comfortable supporting? 
 What are you noticing about your child/children as learners? 
 What learning were you finding more challenging to support? 
 What were you noticing they were most excited or motivated about? 
 What would you like us to understand about your family's experience with remote learning? 

 
The responses from parents were varied - we received 226 responses 
for week 3 which was based on a 4 point scale compared to 127 
responses to the week 6 survey, which required written responses. 

The responses from a large proportion of the parents in the junior 
school communicated that the students required constant support, 
which wasn’t always available as parents were working from home.  

Parents communicated that the teachers and specialists provided a well organised and consistent program, some 
parents communicated the work expectations were difficult to manage, however for others the feedback was 
encouraging as to the manageability of the work demands and the positive responses of the students. 

Families shared their observations as to the work habits and levels of engagement for subject areas. An observation 
from some families was around the students’ ability to manage challenges and a fear of making errors. On the other 
end of the spectrum families were very impressed with the self-management and independence of the students 
working on tasks independently across all year levels.  

A high percentage of parents described the growth in their children’s skills and understandings observed from week 
1 up until week 6. 

 

 

 

https://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/kps_return_to_school_parent_guide.pdf
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A number of parents expressed that their child/ children have adapted very well to remote learning and that the 
students independently have continued enthusiastically with tasks after the school day has finished. Other responses 
were that the workload was excessive and that some students were overwhelmed with what was being asked of 
them. 

For a number of our community remote learning was a challenge and through parental choice tasks were not 
completed. Teachers have communicated to families with the intention to inform parents as to whether tasks have 
been completed or submitted. As teachers are currently working towards a modified report for Term 2 it is vital that 
parents are communicated with in regards to the work required for assessment. We understand and are responsive 
to the feedback received that not all tasks were manageable.  

 

Back Park Playground and Maintenance Update  

We are very excited to be almost ready to open the Back Park Playground. We are 
currently waiting for the climbing rope to be delivered and installed. A huge 
congratulations to our current year 2 cohort who surveyed our students and 
designed the structure. What an amazing way to have voice and agency heard and 

communicated. During remote learning we have 
undertaken a number of maintenance projects to ensure 
our school is clean, well presented and safe for our 
students. Corridors have been painted in the main building 
and the foyer in the hall will also be painted. We are 
currently removing the old, heavy folding doors in the 
classrooms above the library and replacing them with new 
foldable doors, complete with windows to brighten up the 
classrooms. Unfortunately our long term planning took 
place before we were alerted by DET that students would 
be returning onsite. There may be the need for students to 
work initially in a different space, we will communicate this 

to our year 3 families, prior to the students returning on the 9th of June. 

    

Stay warm  

Bridget  

 

 

 
Enrolment for 2021 

We now accepting enrolments for Foundation 2021.  All the relevant documentation is available on our website or 

you can collect a hard copy from the office.   

Also if your child will not be attending Kensington Primary School next year and going to another school (other than 
those currently in Year 6) could you please advise the office.  This will assist with 2021 planning. 
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Term 2 student reports  

Thursday, May 28th 2020 

Dear parents and carers,  

I am writing to provide an update on changes for the Term 2 student reports at Kensington Primary School.   

The Department of Education and Training (DET) has adjusted the expectations of Student Reports for Semester 1 in 

recognition of the transition to remote and flexible learning during Term 2.   

While our school has continued to deliver its teaching and learning program and monitor the achievement and progress of 

each student, there have been some unprecedented changes to our usual program. As a result of COVID-19 students have 

undertaken remote learning. Teachers have planned for learning goals and success criteria, via the home learning matrix as 

well as being posted on Google Classroom and emailed each week. Teachers have provided feedback to students based on 

the work submitted, specifically highlighting areas of growth and support for improvement.  

We acknowledge the difficulties experienced in remote learning. The assessment that was scheduled for Term 2 has not 

been possible during this remote learning period. Our teachers have been limited in the assessment tasks and collection of 

relative data to inform mastery of learning goals and the planned success criteria.  

At Kensington Primary School, we know it is vital to involve students and their parents/carers in learning. This process 

includes providing reports on student learning.  

Following the directive communicated by the DET last week, regarding reporting guidelines for Semester 1, Kensington 

Primary School will provide a written report for parents/carers of each student enrolled at the school for Term 2. The reports 

will include information on student achievement for each curriculum area taught, however, there are some changes from 

our usual Semester 1 reports.   

Student reports will be for Term 2, 2020 and will include: 

● a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum taught 

● assessment regarding student learning achievement, based on the Victorian Curriculum F-10 for the subject areas 
taught 

● achievement statements regarding how the student has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning environment, 
based on the Personal and Social Capabilities.  

We have chosen to also include teacher judgements and a five-point scale per normal practice.  

It was the decision by the School Leadership Team to provide parents/carers with a Term 1 report as teachers had collected 

and moderated students’ work, summative assessments had been completed as well as on-going formative assessment 

through classroom observations. 

Term 2 reports will be published on the Parent Portal on Sentral, as per standard practice in Week 11. 

Parent Teacher Interviews, normally held in Term 2, will be postponed to Term 3 due to social distancing restrictions still in 

place. 

If you have queries regarding your child’s report, parents/carers may contact their classroom teacher, via Sentral, to arrange 

an appropriate time to discuss this further via WebEx or phone. 

Thank you for your continued support during remote and flexible learning and as we transition back to onsite learning.  

Bridget McLaughlin 
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2020 Voluntary Contributions  

Thank you to all families who have made a voluntary contribution already.   
 
In order to operate, Kensington Primary School relies upon finance from various sources. The two major sources are 
Government grants and locally raised funds, including Voluntary Contributions.  
 
All voluntary contributions are placed in the Building Fund or Library Fund accounts where the funds are used 
exclusively for the purposes of:  

 
Building Fund (tax deductible):  

 Construction of school buildings to be used for the purpose connected with the School 
               Curriculum.  

 Painting and general maintenance of school buildings, and building insurance.  

 Expenditure on carpets that are fixed to the floor of the school building.  

 Air conditioning. 
 
Library Fund (tax deductible): 

 Books and collections. 

 Furniture and bookshelves.  

 Training equipment as well as computer software and hardware. 
   
Your financial support is important in order to provide excellent educational opportunities and programs for all 

students. 

 

In 2020, if you wish to contribute to the schools’ voluntary funds, the suggested amounts are: 

 

 $150.00 per child for the Library Fund 

 $300.00 per child for the Building Fund 
 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

TO THE BUILDING FUND AND LIBRARY FUND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
 

Payment can be made via one of the methods below: 

 

 CREDIT / DEBIT CARD  
 

 

 QKR 
 

A receipt will be provided for all voluntary contributions. 

Thank you for supporting our school and its programs 
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Lunch orders – Classroom Cuisine  
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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