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Care Program: 0432 830 856 

Principal: Bridget McLaughlin    Assistant Principal: Julie Stephens 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

November Mon 4th   CURRICULUM DAY – NO STUDENTS TO ATTEND SCHOOL 

 Tue 5th  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday - No students to attend 
school 

 Thu 7th 9:00 – 11:00am 4A Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 8th 3:00pm Assembly 5/6E 

 Tue 12th 7:45 – 8:45am 
8:45 – 9:45am 
9:30 – 11:00am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance Sub-Committee Meeting 
Second Hand Uniform Stall – outside the hall 
2020 Foundation Transition 
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 13th  7:30 – 8:30am 
2:00 - 3:30pm 

Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 
Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Thu 14th 9:00 – 11:00am 4B Cooking & Gardening 

 Mon 18th ALL WEEK Book Fair  

 Tue 19th 9:30 -11:00am 2020 Foundation Transition 

 Thu 21st 9:15am – 12:45pm 
11:40am – 3:15pm 
9:00 – 11:11am 

Year 5/6B, 5/6D & 6A Open Water Learning Experience 
Year 5/6C, 5/6E & 5A Open Water Learning Experience 
4C Cooking & Gardening 

 Fri 22nd 3.00pm Assembly FA & FB 

 Sun 24th 2:00pm 
3:00pm 

Yr 1 Park Play – Parent organised 
FC Pool Party, Ken Rec Centre – Parent organised 

 Mon 25th  6:00 – 8:00pm School Council 

December Fri 6th  3:00pm Assembly FC & FD 

 Mon 9th ALL WEEK Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program 

 Tue 10th 9:30 – 11:00am 2020 Foundation Transition 
Year 6 Orientation Day 

 Thu 12th  End of Year School Picnic 

 Wed 18th  Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 20th  
1:30pm 

Moving Up Day 
End of Year Assembly – Year 6 

January 2020 Wed 22nd 9:30am – 12:30pm 
9:30am – 12:30pm 

Payment of School Fees at the office 
DCS School Uniform Shop at the school 

 Tue 28th 1:30pm – 5:30pm Payment of School Fees at the office 
Curriculum Day – no students to attend school 

 Wed 29th  Curriculum Day – no students to attend school 

 Thu 30th  Year 1-6 Students return to school 

 Fri 31st  Foundation students start school 

February Sat 29th  KPS Family Lawn Bowls afternoon 

March  Fri 27th  End of Term 1 

April  Tue 14th  Start of Term 2 
 

 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 

Dear parents and carers, 

Reading is an essential life-long skill. Our Foundation students commence school having been read to at home eager 

to develop their independence to read their own books. I remember teaching year 6 students when the phenomena 

of J.K Rowling‘s books were published, the eagerness of my students to get their hands on The Philosopher’s Stone 

or Chamber of Secrets was contagious. I can also remember as a young reader being hooked into The Lion, The 

Witch and The Wardrobe and being asked to stop reading, turn the light off and go to sleep. Reading is a skill we use 

for enjoyment, to gather information, to develop further understandings, as well as to be informed and consider 

differing perspectives. Kensington Primary in relation to our Strategic Plan and AIP has focused on developing the 

routines in every classroom to deliver an instructional model for reading, focused on explicit instruction delivered 

through the mini lesson, guided reading, during which teachers work with a specific targeted group and independent 

reading, during which students practise the learning goal and reflect on their mastery of the success criteria. Every 

child participates in a reading conference discussing what skills and understandings they use from decoding to 

inferential comprehension. Students are able to access books via the classroom library and select ‘Just Right’ books 

to read. 

Our year 3 Reading data shows that 88% of our students are working in 

the top 2 bands as well as 8% of our students working in the middle 2 

bands. 96% of our year 3 students are working at or above the national 

minimum standard in Reading. As a school we are well above the state, 

the network as well as similar schools. Our aim is to continue to ensure 

our students are making growth and that their individual needs are being 

met. This data and individual student achievement has been examined and factored into our professional learning 

and classroom programs.  

Our year 5 Reading data shows that 67% of students are in the top 2 

bands and that 27% of our students are working at the national 

minimum standard. As a school we have 94% of our students working at 

or above the national minimum standard.  Our year 5 Reading NAPLAN 

data indicates that as a school we are well above the state, network and 

similar schools.  

For our students who have been identified as requiring extra support we have implemented the LLI intervention 

reading program over the last 2 years. For many of our students this intensive and targeted intervention has resulted 

in over 6 months growth in 3 months. Our students’ confidence is increased, they are reading more and have a 

personal satisfaction in their developing independence and success. Home reading is a vital part of supporting all our 

students to develop their fluency and comprehension, as well as a love of literature. Our school library if visited 

weekly by our students who are able to borrow books to read for enjoyment. We have recently purchased a number 

of indigenous picture story books for students and teachers to share, celebrating our rich and extensive history.  

Parking  

I have meet with a representative from the Melbourne City Council to view plans for the traffic management 

changes to McCracken Street in front of Kensington Primary. The works will see the installation of traffic islands, as 

well as a Kiss and Go area. If I could encourage parents to prepare for the changes to ensure the safety of our 

community when crossing the road.   
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Curriculum Day  

This Monday all teaching staff will be involved in moderation discussions and the examination of data to inform your 

child’s academic report. A number of moderated tasks for the whole school have been designed from Foundation to 

Year 6 to provide student work samples for the teachers to pinpoint specific skills and understandings in line with the 

Victorian Curriculum achievement standards and the evidence of student’s understanding and mastery across all 

curriculum areas. Teachers have a range of on-going formative assessment as well as summative assessments to 

inform the progression point achieved at the end of the academic year.  

School Wide Positive Behaviours 

As discussed in the previous newsletter Kensington Primary has been successful with an application to be part of the 

DET initiative of School Wide Positive Behaviours. School Wide Positive Behaviour support is an evidence-based 

framework for Victorian government schools for preventing and responding to student behaviour. It aims to create a 

positive school climate, a culture of student competence and an open, responsive management system for all school 

community members. 

SWPBS assists schools to improve social, emotional, behavioural and academic outcomes for children and young 

people. The School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) framework is a state wide priority for building the 

Education State. Julie Stephens, Elise Andrew and myself will participate in a professional learning session on Friday 

1st of November for the tier one training. 

Staffing News 

Cally Calbron our Indonesian teacher has decided to investigate a career change. We thank Cally for her work at KPS 

and wish her well on her new adventures. Ryan West will be replacing Cally for the remainder of the year focusing on 

developing students’ knowledge of other cultures and diversity.  

I hope everyone enjoys their extended weekend. I look forward to seeing everyone return refreshed and ready for 

learning on Wednesday – Bridget  

 

 

Enrolment for 2020 

If your child will not be attending Kensington Primary School next year and going to another school (other than 
those currently in Year 6) could you please advise the office.  This will assist with 2020 planning. 
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Cooking and Gardening with 3B 

On Thursday the 24th October 3B had their second cooking and gardening session for the year. It was a beautiful 

sunny morning  

Here are some of their reflections from the morning: 

I enjoyed watering the plants. Even though I got soaked it was fun. – Khadija 

I planted cucumber and sunflowers and now I get to watch them grow into seedlings then plant them in the school 

garden and watch them grow into big plants, fun! – Poppy 

I enjoyed cutting the buk choy because it was satisfying listening to the sound. I also liked cutting the celery into 

sticks. – Omar 

My favourite thing in cooking was making the guacamole because everyone loved it! – Bella-Rose 

In gardening we got to visit the chooks it was the best. The chicken I got to hold Brownie she was the best behaved 

she didn’t flap once. – Fin 

My favourite thing in cooking was washing my vegetable because it is a really hot day and the water was really cold. I 

can’t wait to eat those fruit kebabs, they look so delicious! – Alanah 

My favourite thing about cooking was chopping the spring onions and celery because they’re hard and easy to cut. 

They’re also very crunchy and I like chopping things like that. – Talia 

My favourite thing in cooking was doing the fruit kebabs because I love all the fruit we put on it. I also can’t wait to 

eat the fruit kebabs they look so good. – Adele 

In cooking I liked cutting up the ingredients because I felt like a real cook. – Joel 

I liked cutting and shredding because it was so satisfying and smooth and my favourite thing to cut and shred was 

the cucumber. – Fox 

After I did gardening I went to Kate’s kitchen. We first washed our hands with soap then we put on our aprons. I 

volunteered to be the person who fries everything. I fried spring onions, garlic, broccoli, carrots, mushrooms, then 

we put rice in then I stirred. After that we made some fruit kebabs then we ate rice crackers, hummus, guacamole, 

celery and carrots. – Luca 

I liked planting seeds in mini pots made of straw. I liked chopping up fruit even when I got hurt. – Isadora 

Today in cooking I liked stirring the fried rice because I liked the noise and the smell. Today in gardening I liked 

weeding because I got to dig the dirt up to get to the bottom of the weed I also liked feeding the chickens because it 

felt nice – Liam 

The best thing in gardening was the weeding. The weeds were so long but it was fun it was so hot and hard we found 

a potato. – Hugh 

I liked chopping the watermelon in cooking and gardening because it was relaxing, fun and easy. The watermelon I 

chopped was for fruit kebabs. I also liked making the fruit kebabs because you could put anything on the fruit 

kebabs. Then I got to eat a little bit of watermelon after cooking. It was the perfect day to have fruit kebabs. – Jasper 
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Today we did cooking and gardening. When I was cooking I had to cut up some carrots. It was very satisfying to feel 

the knife slice through the carrot. – Rafferty 

 

I think the best part of gardening was that we could hold the chickens and feed them. We saw eggs and we collected 

them. Then three of us were responsible for going in the chicken cook and helping people so that they aren’t 

petrified of innocent and hard-working chickens. – Reet 

In gardening I like going to the chicken coop because they were so cute and fluffy. – Sophie 

In gardening I enjoyed handling the chickens because I taught everyone how to handle a chicken properly and also 

how to hold one. – Leonie 

After cooking we went to plant plants. We planted sunflowers, cucumber and tomato. Then we watered some trees 

and plants and we got to hold chickens. – Aliyah 

My favourite part of cooking was making the dip and I enjoyed being with the chickens. – Moe 

In cooking I liked making the fruit skewers because I got to thread the fruit onto the skewers. – Angus 

I enjoyed going in the chicken coop. – Kian 

A big thanks to Liam’s, Leonie’s and Angus’s mums for coming in to help, especially with the cleaning up!! So greatly 

appreciated! 

Here’s the class roster for the remainder of the term. It’s always lovely to have parents along so if you’re free you’re 

most welcome to come along for any of the time that you can manage (even if it’s not your child’s turn!) 

 

Thurs 7th November 4A Arthur 

Thursday 14th November 4B Clare 

Thursday 21st November 4C Galia 

 

Kate and The Grubbies Team 
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Fundraising News 
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Art Room Requests 

COLLAGE: Requesting Magazine donations. Do you have architecture, home, travel or National Geographic 

magazines that you have read? Students exploring collage would love magazine donations. Magazine donations can 

be placed in a neat pile underneath the whiteboard, near the art door. Please ensure that all pages are 

appropriate/torn out.  

HOUSES: Year 4 students will be painting houses in the style of Howard Arkley. Year 4 parents could you please 

assist your student to print off a photo in black and white on A4 paper of your house (no people please) or a 

house that inspires them?  Names and classes to be placed on the back. Please have ready for Art in Week 3. I will 

have a selection of houses for those who forget. 

WASHING & DRYING TOWELS: Can you wash some towels on a once off or a regular basis? Often towels are used to 

mop up spillages in the room. We would love to keep the towels clean and ready for use. You can find the towels in 

need of a wash in the red box, under the sink on the right hand side. 

Thank you in anticipation! Much appreciated.      Lucy  

 

Punctuality 

 
Classroom sessions begin at 9:00am each day. Classrooms are open from 8:50am so students can undertake 
routines such as, hanging up their bags, returning home readers so they are ready to commence formal sessions at 
9:00am. Students who arrive late for school interrupt the classroom program. It is also unsettling for your child and 
can affect their confidence and vital learning time.  
 
Students arriving after 9:00am must report to the Office, to be signed in and receive a Late Pass to hand to their 
class teacher. 

 
 

Hats, Hats, Hats 
 

The school has a Sun Smart Policy, which encourages responsible attitudes towards protection from the sun’s 
harmful UV rays.  In accordance with this, all students are to wear sun smart hats (legionnaire, slouch or bucket hats 
- not caps) during Term 4.  Those students without hats will be required to remain in the designated shade areas at 
all times when outside for lessons and/or recesses.   
 
Sun Smart hats are part of our school uniform and can be purchased through DCS Clothing.  
https://www.dcsuniforms.com.au/ 
 
Further information can be found at: https://www.sunsmart.com.au/ 
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Second Hand Uniform 

If you are having a spring clean this long weekend and find uniforms that no longer fit your children, we would love 

them to be donated to our second hand uniform collection.  

Please drop them off at the office washed, pressed and in a 

clear zip lock bag.  Thank you in anticipation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Book Fair -  19th – 22nd November 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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