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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

April Fri 5th 1:45pm 
2:30pm 

Assembly 
End of Term 1 

 Tue 23rd  Term 2 commences 

 Thu 25th  ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 Fri 26th   Curriculum Day – NO STUDENTS ATTEND SCHOOL 

 Tue 30th 7:45am 
5:00pm 

Finance Sub-committee meeting 
Policy Sub-committee meeting 

May Wed 1st  8:00 – 8:40am 
2:30 – 3:30pm 

Facilities Sub-committee meeting 
Fundraising Sub-committee meeting 

 Fri 3rd  Interschool Sport 

 Fri 10th  Interschool Sport 

 Tue 14th  NAPLAN for Year 3 – 5 

 Wed 15th  NAPLAN for Year 3 – 5 

 Thu 16th  NAPLAN for Year 3 - 5 

 Fri 17th  District Cross Country 
 

 

Did you know… 

 It is casual clothes day tomorrow; we will be collecting a gold coin donation for the Royal Children’s Hospital 

Good Friday Appeal. 

 

 The King's School in Canterbury, England is the world's oldest school. Founded in 597 AD, earning the title of 

being the world's oldest school comes with no surprise. The school is however, up-to-date with quality 

equipment and supplies and provides modern education. 
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Principal’s Message 

We are a community of learners. This term commenced with the introduction of the First 

20 Days, across all learning areas. The First 20 Days focused on establishing routines, as 

well as high expectations. A major component of the First 20 Days is the construction and 

organisation of the classroom library. The purpose of a classroom library is to encourage 

every child to be a reader. The classroom library is crucial in supporting students to 

develop a sense of who they are as readers, as well as having a sense of ownership over 

their reading. Some children have been so inspired they have gone home and created 

their own classroom library. Lilla independently classified, labelled and organised her own 

library, ready for holiday reading. Teachers have undertaken 

professional learning in Term 1 working with curriculum 

consultants focusing on goal setting and feedback, 

assessment, numeracy, writing and inquiry. All teachers have participated in a 

professional practise day, which is part of the AEU agreement dedicating a day on-site 

for collaboration, assessment and planning. Our students have brought home their 

portfolios to share with families what they have been working on during the term. The 

portfolio is a snapshot of the work covered in the classroom and specialist areas. All 

teachers collaborated on what would be presented in the portfolios to ensure 

consistency. Portfolios will be shared with families every term so that student academic 

growth, as well as levels of effort can be shared and discussed. The portfolios will also 

complement the school reports and parent teacher interviews conducted in Term 2. A 

professional learning session was facilitated by Hayley Merat this week examining how we 

as adults learn, focusing on the cycle of inquiry and the learner assists. By reflecting on who 

we are as adult learners and how we learn, staff members discussed and analysed how we 

can collectively plan for opportunities to motivate and stimulate our student learners. A 

fabulous display of our adult learning is in the school foyer, please take the time to have a 

look.  

Student Voice and Agency  

There are compelling reasons to amplify student voice, agency and leadership. When students have a strong sense 

of agency, starting with more commitment and a strengthened focus on their learning, a positive cycle of learning is 

generated. This term has seen many students taking action and actively contributing to 

their learning, as well as using their learning to actively contribute to their community. A 

group of year 5-6 students have produced a student newspaper, The Primary Gazette. This 

publication is planned, developed and reviewed by our students providing them with an 

opportunity to share their thinking as well as pertinent issues. I would like to congratulate 

Bess and Eliza for taking an idea and making it happen.  Our year 1 students have been 

researching what students would like to see in the back playground and creating designs. 

Students have been interviewing and recording ideas, using this information to design a 

great new outdoor area. Please have a look at the display at the bottom of the stairs in the 

main building. 
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Community involvement and support 

A huge thank you to our fundraising committee for organising a great night at the Ken/Flem Bowls Club, it was great 

to meet a few new parents as well as watch the athleticism of our bowlers, dancers and table tennis players. The 

funds raised from this night will go towards paying for our back playground. The maintenance of KPS is an on-going 

issue. We have repaired and replaced the box gutters as a measure to ensure flooding and water damage to 

classrooms does not occur. During the school holidays the Year 5-6 area will be carpeted and painted. The roof of 

the student toilets will also be replaced.  All money raised from fundraising, as well as the building fund will go 

towards the maintenance and repairs of KPS. I would like to thank the amazing staff at KPS for all their hard work 

and dedication to the students. I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. I look forward to welcoming everyone 

back in term 2 on Tuesday the 23rd of April for another term of learning together.  

Bridget  
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Thanks for the many, many, happy memories… 

I have been so fortunate to have a career that I have loved from start to finish. 

When I started teaching in 1974, things were 

certainly different in our Victorian education 

system. My first school: St Albans East PS was 

blessed with many different cultures and was 

organised into multi-aged classes throughout the 

school. I had an inspiring, innovative principal 

who encouraged her teachers to embrace the rich 

& diverse backgrounds of our students, and value & respect the importance 

of our parent/teacher partnership. I can honestly say that from that starting 

point all the leaders I have worked under in a variety of schools have 

continued to inspire me. Core beliefs always underpinned our approaches: 

the importance of every student under our care; the understanding that 

dedicated caring teachers can make a real difference in students’ lives; & that 

open honest respectful relationships between students, teachers and parents, 

result in a positive school climate.  

I believe I found all the above at KPS. I have loved my time working at this 

school. I have felt so privileged to work with wonderful students, teachers 

and parents. It has been a stimulating & supportive workplace, where I have 

enjoyed so many memorable experiences. I have made many good 

friendships who I hope will remain part of my life.I am so proud when I meet 

our ex-students and see how they have blossomed into such confident, 

principled & responsible young adults. As I finish my teaching career & 

prepare myself to leave this vibrant Kensington community, I will treasure 

the memories you have all given me & hold them close to my heart. 

I have been so lucky & I thank you for allowing me to be a small part of your 

children’s lives. Ballarat here I come, thanks again Kay.   
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Kitchen and Gardening News 

FD participated in Cooking and Gardening on Thursday 21st of March. It was 
a great experience with lots of fun filled activities Kay organised for us. We 
all got to plant vegetables, water the crops in the garden, feed the chickens, 
make damper, as well as roast potatoes and marshmallows on the fire. 
Thank you to Kay for her incredible energy, patience and dedication. We 
would also like to thank all the amazing parent helpers for their time. We 
had so much fun! 
  
Below are some of our favourite parts from our cooking and gardening 
experience: 
 
We cooked some damper and my banoi helped me mix the milk and water with the flour. -Cassius 
 
I loved baking the damper.My daddy helped me with the chickens. -Amia 
 
I was holding the sticks to the fire to cook the marshmallow. -Sajid 
 
I liked watering the plants in the garden. - Asher 
 
I liked putting the flour in the bowl to make the damper. -Bonnie 
 
I loved eating the marshmallows. - Clementine 
 
I liked watering the plants. My mum and sister helped too. -Hamza  
 
I loved planting the broad beans. -Charlotte 
 
I roasted marshmallows and I got to have two! -Sienna 
 
We put sultanas in the damper. It was yum. - Ara 
 
I planted some seeds. I want to watch them grow. - Ajdar 
 
I liked feeding the chickens. - Marcus 
 
I liked seeing Kay in the kitchen. -Tiana 
 
I liked making the damper. It was so much fun eating it. -Claire 
 
I loved the marshmallows. -Samar 
 
I planted seeds in big bowls with soil in them. - Aviann 
 
My favourite part was doing the watering. -Ren  
 
The best thing was feeding the chickens. - Lenny 
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We are taking action  in Year 1... 

  

Hello KPS Community 
 

The Back Park has gone missing!! 
 
This term the Grade 1s have been planning the back 
park. We made graphs using the data we collected 
from the whole school- 1C asked the 3/4s, 1B asked 
the Grade 2s and Preps, 1A asked the Grade 1s and 
1D asked the grade 5/6s. We found that the students 
wanted an underwater theme with a rubber ground. 
They also wanted a cubby or treehouse, a tunnel and 
a climbing frame. 
 

We are looking forward to our new back park! 
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Regional Swimming Championships 

We are very proud of all the students at KPS and their achievements. A thank you to 
Vincent for providing us with an update of the Regional Swimming Championships. 
I am pleased to let you know that Ryan and Xavier visited Kardinia Aquatic Centre this 
morning, in hope of continuing their quest for swimming stardom. It must be admitted 
that this step, as exciting as it was, represented a greater than anticipated challenge! 
Broader, taller physiques were on show and indicated the size of the task facing our 
two swimmers.  Xavier was first up in the 11yo breaststroke, battling hard to squeeze 
into 5th spot overall amongst all the competitors in this event. This even included 
getting one over his nemesis, to whom he came second during the Divisional 
championships a fortnight ago! In the 9/10yo backstroke, Ryan managed to squeeze 
ahead and held his own up to the 25m mark, when some of the other competitors 

suddenly took off. What can I say other than Ryan has the shoulders of Atlas! 
Well done, our two champions. Kensington Primary School salutes you, and perhaps your feats this year will 
encourage more swimmers next year. 
By the way, did you know that both lads are in the same school rock band? They will be performing at a concert near 
you … soon! 

 

 

FC-Park Play! 
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Fundraising 
 

KPS Lawn Bowls Night - Thank you! 

Thank you to all the parents who braved the wind and rain to support the first ever KPS Lawn Bowls night on 

Saturday March 30. 

There was an amazing variety of food from cheeses, meats, pickles, hot chips, pizza, crackers and dips as well as a 

sausage sizzle and doughnuts. Thank you to Lee and Mark took on the BBQ duties for the evening. Julie and Bridget 

hosted the KPS Fundraising Wine Drive tasting with the Pinot Noir, Pinot Grigio and Sparkling proving very popular 

among the crowd! 

The event raised just over $2,000 for our Back Park - a fantastic effort.  

We hope to see you 

there in 2020! 

 

 

 

 

KPS Lawn Bowls Raffle Winners, drawn on Saturday: R. Collins (1st Prize), J. Bicknall (2nd Prize), M. Hammarberg 

(3rd Prize). All winners have been notified. 

A big thanks to the following companies who supported our night: 

Event sponsor Alex Karbon North Melbourne. 

Food Donations 1565, The Corner Deli - Queen Victoria Market, The Epicurean - Queen Victoria Market, Firecracker 

Event, Dominos - North Melbourne, Kensington Fish and Chips, Hawken Bakehouse, Monde Nissin Australia (Black 

Swan Dips, Peckish Rice Crackers), Sunraysia Beverage Company. 

Raffle and prize donations Ascot Vale Sports & Trophies, Barnet Motor Body Repairs, Brunswick Aces, Bunnings - 

West Footscray, Gina’s Kitchen, The Springs Beauty Retreat - Moonee Ponds, Holey Moley. 

Other donations Woolworths Newmarket and Arden Gardens, Costco, Funtopia, The Australian Eucalyptus Oil 

Company. 
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KPS Wine Drive 

The Fundraising Team is currently running a wine drive - there is a lovely mix of red, white and sparkling wines 

available to purchase individually or by the dozen (mixed / not mixed) with each bottle featuring a photo of KPS on 

the label, taken by Year 1 parent Jess Bicknall. 

See the order form in the newsletter and return to the school office by Thursday, May 2 or contact the Fundraising 

team at fundraising.kps@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

What’s Cooking in Term 2? 

In Term 2, the Fundraising team will be asking for your best, most loved family recipes for the first ever KPS 

cookbook, to be published later in 2019. 

We’ll be asking for your favourite quick dinners and lunchbox fillers, your cake stall go-to or the must have dish when 

you are celebrating. 

The KPS cookbook will honour Kay’s Kitchen, our cooking and gardening program and will also showcase the cultural 

diversity of our wonderful school community. 

More details on the recipe categories and how to submit your contribution will be made available from Week 3 of 

Term 2. 

We’ll also be asking for help with donations of goods and services for the Cinema Night we will be holding on Term 3. 

More details to come… including how you can win a Bliss Bean bag for the Cinema Night! 

Thanks for a wonderful term of Fundraising! 
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Community News 
The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  
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