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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary, 

I want to acknowledge that we have all been living in a time of disruption. As a 

result of the lockdowns and restrictions changes have been necessary as to the 

ways we work, attend school and how we live our lives in the wider 

community. We are all living in a time of disruption during which the normal 

has changed and we are presented with challenges and in some circumstances 

opportunities. There are high levels of anxiety within our community and 

within the wider community. Media reports, social media feeds and the ‘unknown’ as to what might or will happen 

in regard to further lockdowns, disruptions and further change. 

At these times of uncertainty and change we aim for Kensington Primary to be a place for routines and structures to 

assist all our students and families. As a community we are working together to adapt, change and learn from the 

disruptions so that we can continue to provide the support and structure for all our community. 

Our students happily walk through the gates every morning, happy to be part of their grade, playing with friends and 

having the freedom to be at school learning in the classroom. Our aim is to always provide the best opportunities for 

our students either online or in person.  

In such uncertain times with cases being communicated via the media I do ask that the regulations and restrictions 

are followed. As a community we need to ensure that; 

• any students who are unwell stay at home until fully recovered 

• any families awaiting the results of a COVID test stay at home until a negative result is received 

• facemasks are worn by all adults  

• social distancing occurs 

We know that our KPS community supports each other and that we are taking action to keep safe. To celebrate the 

amazing learning our students are part of, please take a look at the ‘Learning Snapshots’. I am incredibly proud of the 

dedicated and committed staff at KPS who are focused on their students and supporting them academically and 

emotionally. If parents or carers have concerns as to your child’s progress in any area, please contact the classroom 

teacher or specialist teacher, learning specialist or member of leadership. 

Warm wishes – Bridget  

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Science Week 

National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and technology. It aims to acknowledge the 

contribution of scientists, STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) professionals, innovators, 

designers and entrepreneurs in the field. This will occur in Week 6 from Monday August 16th to Friday 20th. 

This year, the school theme for National Science Week is ‘Food: Different by Design’. It aims to inspire students’ 

thinking and explore a range of sustainable food solutions, not just cooking but also preserving, bottling and 

fermenting. One way for parents and guardians to get involved in Science Week is to supervise such activities at 

home with their children and stimulate their thinking about science.  

For example, we cook a cake in the oven, but we don’t usually stop to think of the chemistry involved, the 

transformation of liquid batter to solid cake through evaporation. Fermentation is another example; many students 

have small containers of yoghurt (fermented milk) in their lunch box. It is not difficult to find recipes for making your 

own fruit yoghurt with your child using milk, sugar, tinned fruit and a few spoons of plain yoghurt. 

During Science Week students will be encouraged to bring in examples of food that they have prepared at home and 

explain to the class the scientific process involved, for example, cooking, preserving or fermenting. So now is the 

time to start practising at home! Students will be encouraged to bring in a photo of what they did at home so that a 

display can be created. 

The final event of the week will occur on Friday 

August 20th when the whole school will gather 

outside for lunch eating time and all students will 

be encouraged to bring something they have 

prepared at home with the help of an adult. 

Please note that students will not be sharing their 

food creations with other students. In line with 

our KPS Anaphylaxis Policy this will ensure 

that students with Anaphylaxis and Allergy Action 

Plans are not exposed to potential food allergens 

that could pose a significant life-threatening risk.  

There is another way that parents can be involved. 

Those who work in some field of science can be 

interviewed if they wish, and their work can be 

celebrated when the video of the interview is 

viewed in class during Science Week. If you are 

interested and I have not already contacted you, 

you can send me an email. It can be any field of 

science, not just food. Thank you! 

Andrew Warmington 

Coordinator –Science Week 
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2021 Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The 

Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 

that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the 

Parent Opinion Survey). It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school 

climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will 

use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

Approximately 50 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey 

are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 19th July 

to Friday 3rd September. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 

within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be 

available in a range of languages other than English. These include Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), 

Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

Survey results will be communicated to parents/caregivers/guardians through annual reporting.  

 

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information. 
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Learning Snapshots @ KPS 

Foundation Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Making connections 
In Reading we are learning 
how to make connections to 
how a character is feeling. 
When we read books 
together in class we ask 
ourselves if we had felt like 
the character in the story. 
 
‘My text to self connection is I have drawn me 
going to school for 100 days. I feel surprised 
that I have been at school for 100 days.’ 
Matilda Barr, FC 

Tip: As your child reads their home reader to 
you, ask them: Can you make a connection to 
the story? Have you felt like the character? 
Does the story remind you of anything that has 
happened in your life? 

Rereading 
To build our decoding skills we have continued to learn about 
rereading when we come across a word that doesn’t make sense. To 
reread we may say the sounds we can hear, re-read the word and 
then re-read the sentence. 
  

 

Writing 

Seed writing 
For 100 days of school students were provided 
with a print out of $100 and the prompt ‘If you 
had $100 what would you do/buy?’. They drew a 
picture and wrote about what they would buy. 
There were some very interesting purchases 
across Foundation.  
 
“If I had $100 dollars I would buy a cake. It would 
be chocolate. I would also save my money...” 

Narratives 
In Writing students have been learning about the elements of a 
narrative text. We have been learning about characters and 
settings. Students used descriptive words to describe the features 
of a setting in a text. They drew the setting and then wrote about 
what it looked like.  
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Numeracy 

100 days of school (-ty numbers) 
To celebrate 100 days of school the students used their 
understanding of the -ty numbers to make 100. We have been 
learning that a -ty number (20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90) is a 2 
digit number that ends with a 0 and is made up of groups of 10. 
For example 30 ends in 0 and is made of 3 groups of 10.   

Measurement  
The students have been learning about how to 
measure the length of objects. We have been using 
the language of longer or shorter and bigger or 
smaller. We have also been learning about the 
importance of lining up objects to ensure that we 
are measuring the length effectively 

 

 
 

 
Big Question 

Students have continued to learn about ocean animals and 
habitats by revisiting what we had learnt during remote learning. 
We have engaged in tasks that require students to think about 
what is living and what is nonliving in the ocean, as well as,  what 
all living things need; water, air, food and shelter. Students also 
used what they had learnt in Big Question to support their writing 
about ocean settings.  
  

REMINDER: A parent note went out in Week 3: 
 
Dear parents and guardians, 
This term the Foundations Big Question has focused 
on the topic “What lives here?”. We have been 
learning about Ocean animals, their habitats and 
what they need to survive.  
 
On Tuesday the 9th August the Foundation students 
will be creating ocean habitats to show what they 
have learnt so far. We would appreciate it if you 
could collect some recycled materials (such as shoe 
boxes, lids or foil) for the students to use. Please 
ensure the materials are washed before they are 
brought into school, thank you.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
The Foundation Team 

 
Music/Performing Arts 

Foundation students will be focusing on drama this term. They began by exploring ways of improvising using mime 
and sounds other than talking, using the theme of machines. They were introduced to ways of using facial 
expressions and gestures to make their performance more effective. 

Visual Arts 

Foundation students will be focusing on the area of construction this term. They will be exploring different ways of 
joining construction materials such as cardboard, wire and other craft items. Students have begun a piece based on 
their Big Question - “What lives here?”  for the mini Art Show that will hopefully happen at the end of term.  
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Year 1 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

 

 

 

 
Whilst working remotely and onsite, the Year 1 students have read and followed procedures. Students engaged in 
online lessons for the first part of the fortnight, reading a procedure as a group and creating some wonderful 
creations, a favourite being the chatterboxes! Once returning to school, students continued to read procedures, 
identifying the 3 main elements from the text and what each element did. 

 

 
Writing 
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Students used what they had experienced and learnt from reading, to write their own procedures. They have been 
focusing on including the heading, materials (what you need) and steps. Students are increasing the detail they put into 
their procedure by including a variety of verbs. 

 
Numeracy 

 

 

 

 
Students were introduced to the addition strategies of doubles and near doubles. They used these strategies to solve 
open-ended problems, relating to purple and green grapes and lollies and chocolates! Different combinations of these 
items resulted in different answers. Drawings and counters were used as a support.   

 
Big Question 

 

 
We had lots of great discussions about light that was ‘natural’ and ‘human made’. We sorted out different sources of 
light. We discussed that natural light comes from the earth and the sky and that human-made light is what different 
people have made. We discussed fire and how it is a source of natural light, but that there are lots of different human-
made things that can create fire too.  

 
Music/Performing Arts 

Year 1 students will be focusing on drama this term. They began by exploring ways of improvising using mime with 
narration, using the theme of showing other people how to do something. They investigated ways of adding 
convincing detail to their performances. 

Visual Arts 

Year 1and 2 students will be focusing on the area of printing this term. Students have been very excited to explore 
the new Gel Plates, used for making monoprints and have experimented with layering primary colours to achieve 
secondary colours as well as creating patterns. *Can I remind parents/carers that students need to bring an Art 
Smock to class this term. Thanks :) 
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Year 2 Learning Snapshot 

 

Reading 

During home learning and learning in the classroom, students have been 
summarising what they have read to deepen their understanding of what 
they read and view.  

Students developed skills such as identifying keywords, sub-topics and text 
features to support their summary of texts. Students have mainly been 
reading non fiction texts to practise this comprehension strategy.  

 
Guided reading  
Students are continuing to participate in small, teacher-led groups for part of 
the reading hour and students use this time to practise comprehension 
strategies that have been identified as a goal for them. Students are 
encouraged to practise the skill during the week in their independent reading 
time and at home.  

   

A student’s summary during online 
Home learning 

Book title: Detection Dogs 

Key words: Criminals, Chemicals, 
Sniff, Nose, Termite, 
Police, Fire 

Write your 
summarising 
sentences 

The police have dogs 
that help them look for 
criminals. 
Some dogs sniff for 
chemicals that cause 
fire. 
They use their nose to 
sniff for termites that 
eat wood. 

 
Another student's summary in class. 
They highlighted keywords from the 
text read to use in the summary. 
  

   

Writing 
Last week, students in Year 2 had been learning to write a procedural text. 
They have shown creativity and a strong understanding of the features of a 
procedural text. Students were about to record a title for their text, write a 
clear goal, list the materials, tools or ingredients needed, explain each step 
clearly, using action verbs and write an ending to complete the procedure.  

During online learning and in the classroom, students drafted, revised and 
edited one or two of their texts.  

This week, students will learn how to craft a persuasive text using text 
features such as convincing words, stating their opinion and giving reasons. 
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Numeracy 
Year 2 students are learning  to represent multiplication as groups of, arrays 
and repeated addition. Students have shown their understanding in a variety 
of ways such as drawing groups of objects to represent a multiplication 
problem and using physical materials to represent multiplication.  

Students have been encouraged to write the multiplication problem as an 
equation such as a repeated addition or using the multiplication symbol. 
Students have also been practising a number of strategies such as skip 
counting and doubles facts to support their problem solving of multiplication 
number stories. 

  

Big Question 

Year 2 students have begun our new Big Question of “How do living things 
thrive and survive in the environment?”  

During the Tuning In stage, Students indicated they knew a great deal about 
living things. While students were home and participated in online learning, 
they watched some videos that discussed animal habitats and parts of a 
plant. Students record notes to gather information and discuss with others 
what they discovered. 

Once students returned to school, they visited the school garden to explore 
and investigate plants and other living things. As part of this investigation, 
they thought about questions that they had and interviewed our Kitchen 
Garden teacher, Kate. 
  

 
    

 
Music/Performing Arts 

Year 2 students will be focusing on drama this term. They began by exploring ways of improvising using mime with 
narration, using the theme of showing other people how to do something. They investigated ways of adding 
convincing detail to their performances. 

Visual Arts 

Year1 and 2 students will be focusing on the area of printing this term. Students have been very excited to explore 
the new Gel Plates, used for making monoprints and have experimented with layering primary colours to achieve 
secondary colours as well as creating patterns. *Can I remind parents/carers that students need to bring an Art 
Smock to class this term. Thanks :) 
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Year 3 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Over the last couple of weeks, students have been practicing their questioning skills using variety of fiction and non-
fiction texts. Last week students read The Proudest Blue, a picture book about two sisters and the challenges they 
face when wearing a hijab for the first time to school. This week, students have been reading a few texts around the 
history of Australia. One of the texts being Bennelong and Governor Phillip, a non-fiction information text which tells 
a story about one of the most significant Indigenous people in the early days of British Settlement in Australia. 
Through these texts, students have been working on asking and answering right there, think and search and author 
and me questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

Students have continued to learn about different forms of poetry and the poetic devices poets use to convey 
emotions or paint pictures in the reader’s mind. They innovated on a free verse poem titled The Magic Box by Kit 
Wright and experimented with some of the poetic devices found in the poem such as personification and alliteration 
to write their own version of the piece. This week they have begun to write their own free verse poem by describing 
an image of athletes competing in the olympics. They will then craft the descriptive paragraph they have written into 
a poem by removing unnecessary words and adding a selection of poetic devices to evoke emotion or create images 
in the reader’s mind.  

Numeracy 

Students have been streamlined into focus groups within the cohort, exploring multiplicative thinking. They have 
unpacked and familiarised themselves with the language of multiplication including the use of groups of, times and 
multiply to express a number sentence. Students have constructed number sentences of 2, 5 and 10 (and beyond). 
They showed their understanding as groups of, arrays and repeated addition. Students have explored and 
deconstructed worded questions. They have consolidated their understanding of 3D shapes, naming  them and 
identifying their faces, vertices and edges. Students have built 3D shapes from nets.  

Big Question  

Students have begun to ‘tune in’ to the Term 3 Big Question, How can the Arts Help us Learn About Australian 
History?  We have shared an object from our, or our family’s past and discussed the significance of the 
object.   Students shared information about their first family member to live in Australia and classes have used this 
information to develop a timeline.  We have observed some art and completed an I see…, I think…, I wonder… of our 
initial understanding. 
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Music/Performing Arts 

Year 3 and 4 students will be focusing on drama this term. They began cooperatively by 
exploring ways of improvising using mime and group ‘still images’ or freeze frames. They 
used their gestures, facial expressions and body shapes to capture the emotion of a 
particular moment or memory.  

Visual Arts 

Year 3 and 4 students will be focusing on the area of printing this term. Students  have 
begun to explore colour mixing and creating texture using gel plates and various tools such 
as stencils and stamps to play with the printing process. In line with the Big Question - How 
can the arts help us learn about history, we will be focusing on looking at Indigenous rock 
paintings and how symbols and images tell a story of Australia. *Can I remind 
parents/carers that students need to bring an Art Smock to class this term. Thanks :) 

 
 
Year 4 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

In Reading, students have been working on making inferences on character traits using a fictional text. They learnt 
about the difference between a character trait and character feelings. Students inferred the traits of different 
characters and explained what these traits taught them about the character. They used clues from the text and their 
prior knowledge to justify their inferences.  

The Year 4’s worked on using non-fiction texts to form an opinion on the believability and authenticity of a text. They 
needed to think critically about the information being presented and think about what it was telling them. Students 
then formed opinions on different texts using their prior knowledge to agree or disagree with the information 
presented. They used evidence from the text to help back up their opinion. 
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Writing 

In Writing students have been developing their understanding of narrative writing through the mystery genre. 
Students used graphic organisers to plan the structure (title, introduction, events, complication, solution and ending) 
and language features (action verbs, past tense and connectives) of a narrative. Students developed the ability to 
incorporate topic specific vocabulary when writing. Students developed their ability to use Tier two words 
(vocabulary that appears frequently across content areas) and Tier three (low frequency words that occur within 
specific genres) to improve the quality of their narrative. 

 
 
Numeracy 

Big Question 

In Big Question, students have been ‘tuning in’ to our big question of ‘What is worth saving’. They wrote a ‘first 
thinking’ around what makes something living and something non living. Students investigated a range of things such 
as animals, plants, rocks, honey, car, chair and identified whether they fell into the category of living or non living. 
They identified what these things need to survive and what happens to them over time. Students explored the 
school yard and came up with a list of living and non living things that are around them everyday. 

 

  



Kensington Primary School Newsletter 

 
Music/Performing Arts 

Year 3 and 4 students will be focusing on drama this term. They began cooperatively by exploring ways of 
improvising using mime and group ‘still images’ or freeze frames. They used their gestures, facial expressions and 
body shapes to capture the emotion of a particular moment or memory.  

Visual Arts 

Year 3 and 4 students will be focusing on the area of printing this term. Students  have begun to explore colour 
mixing and creating texture using gel plates and various tools such as stencils and stamps to play with the printing 
process. In line with the Big Question - What is worth saving?, we will be looking at using art that celebrates 
Australia’s unique flora and fauna, using a style inspired by Henri Matisse. *Can I remind parents/carers that 
students need to bring an Art Smock to class this term. Thanks :) 

 

Year 5/6 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

Throughout home learning and continued back at school, students have been learning how to analyse and critique the 
texts they read. We have been using mentor texts by author’s such as Shaun Tan to analyse. Students have been 
encouraged to think about the following:: 

• What did you notice about how the author told the text? 
• What was the author’s purpose of constructing this text?  
• How did the author make the information interesting? 
• How do you feel about the text? 
• How do you feel about the text (topic) now compared to when you first started reading it?  
• How qualified was the author to inform us on this topic? 

Students have explained that analysing a text is breaking it down and digging deep for further meaning. When we 
critique, we are thinking about the choices the author has made and explaining why we think they have been effective 
or not. They have been comparing the impact of text structures and features on the reader. This week particularly, we 
have been comparing different texts by the same author. 

 

 

 

 
Writing 

Students have been exploring a range of poetry. Each session begins with ‘poet talk’ where we spend time discussing 
poets throughout history. We look at their background, writing influence and some samples of their poetry. Students 
have looked at the structure and features of limericks, haiku, free verse, ballads, sonnets and shape. To strengthen 
their understanding of poetry they have been comparing these different types looking for the following: - 

• What are the features of this poem?  
• What Language choices has the author made? 
• Is there any; 

• figurative language 
• descriptive language 
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• sensory language 
• What is the Structure? 
• What is the sound and tone? 
• Is there a rhythm (Is there a meter?) 
• How does punctuation support the poems? 

Throughout the open writing cycle and in their Writer’s Notebook, students have begun writing some of their own 
poetry, following what they now know about the structure and features of poetry. This writing will be collated into a 
5/6 anthology. 
   

 
Numeracy 

While learning from home students looked at the times of the Olympics events to demonstrate their knowledge of 
reading time and elapsed time. We revisited reading time in a 12 hour and 24 hour format, converting between these 
and created timetables which also showed elapsed time.  
 
Back at school, we have been learning about locations and directions by brainstorming directional language and giving 
and following directions. Following on from this students have been introduced to coordinate systems such as a grid 
reference system and Cartesian Plane. We have been practising reading coordinates by playing games of battleship 
using either grid references or the x and y axis of a Cartesian Plane.  
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Big Question 

In Term 2 the 5/6 students have begun Inquiring into the following question: 

How has Australia contributed to the development of 
technology? 

During the tuning in phase, the students were exposed to a range of technology from different points in history. We 
looked at everything from the bionic ear to the refrigerator and a rotary phone to bank notes. Students began thinking 
about where Australia might have had an influence in technology. We have been investigating how people in design 
and technology create solutions to problems. From our research, we have discovered people have had different ways 
of doing this throughout time. Last week we looked at particular case studies from Australian history, more specifically 
how the first Australians used technology in the Budj Bim World Heritage Area. Students identified problems that the 
Gunditj Mirring people had to solve over 6,600 years ago. We are now beginning to look at a range of ancient forms of 
technology such as ‘the wheel’, how ‘the pyramids’ were built and how fire has been used and adapted.  
 

 

 

 
Music/Performing Arts 

Year 5 and 6 students will be focusing on drama this term. They began cooperatively by exploring ways of 
improvising while highlighting role and dramatic tension. They have begun to explore the theme of time travel in a 
time machine, using dialogue, gestures, facial expressions and body shapes to capture the emotional and practical 
issues arising out of time travel.  

Visual Arts 

Year 5 and 6 students will be focusing on the area of textiles and construction.. Students  have begun to explore 
designing and creating wire armature for their sculptures based on the work of the Tjanpi Desert Wavers. Each class 
is working on a group sculpture based on the new school values. Hopefully we can pull this off in time for the mini 
Art Show at the end of the term! *Can I remind parents/carers that students need to bring an Art Smock to class 
this term. Thanks :) 
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Calendar of events 

August Mon 9th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting (note: changed date) 

Mobile Dental Program commences this week 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Tue 24th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Thu 26th  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

September Wed 1st 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 
 

Thu 2nd  Year 6 Winter Interschool Sports Gala Day 

 Fri 3rd  Spanish Fiesta 

 Mon 6th  

6:00 – 8:00pm 

Year 5/6 Basketball Tournament 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm School Tour for 2022 prospective parents 

 Fri 10th  Junior SRC ‘ Dress as a Hero Day’ 

 Fri 17th 2:30pm finish End of Term 3 

October Tue 5th  7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Wed 13th  5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 
 

Fri 15th  5:30 – 7:30pm Year 2 Dinner & Disco 
 

Mon 18th 

Mon 18th – Tue 19th  

6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting 

Year 3 & 4 Camp 

November Mon 1st  Curriculum Day – No students to attend school 

 Tue 2nd   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No students to attend school 

 Tue 9th 7:45 – 8:30am Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Tue 16th 9:30 – 11:00am 2022 Foundation Transition 

 Wed 17th 5:00pm Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 

 Mon 22nd  

6:00 -8:00pm 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

School Council Meeting 

 Tue 23rd  

9:30 – 11:00am 

Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

2022 Foundation Transition 

 Thu 25th  & Fri 26th   Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Mon 29th  Year 1 – 4 Swimming Program @ VU Pool 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

December Wed 1st   Year 5/6 Open Water Swimming 

 Tue 7th  

9:30 – 11:00am 

5:30pm 

Year 6 Secondary school transition 

2022 Foundation Transition 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting 

 

 
 Fri 18th 1:30pm End of Term 4 

January 2022 Mon 31st  Start of Term 1 for students  

April Fri 8th  End of Term 1 

 Tue 26th  Start of Term 2 

June Fri 24th  End of Term 2 

July Mon 11th  Start of Term 3 

September Fri 16th  End of Term 3 
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