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Calendar of events 

 

October Mon 12th   ALL STUDENTS – Return to on-site learning 

 Tue 13th  5:00 – 6:00pm 
6:00 – 7:00pm 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 
Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 

 Wed 14th  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 

 Fri 23rd  Grand Final Public Holiday – NO students on site 

 Mon 26th 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting via Webex 

November Mon 2nd   CURRICULUM DAY – NO STUDENTS ATTEND SCHOOL 

 Tue 3rd  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – NO students on site 

 Fri 6th   School Photo Day – subject to Government guidelines 

 Tue 17th  7:45 – 8:45am 
5:00 – 6:00pm 

Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 

 Wed 18th  2:30 – 3:30pm Fundraising Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 

 Mon 23rd 6:00 – 8:00pm School Council Meeting via Webex 

December Mon 7th  5:00 – 6:00pm 
5:30 – 6:30pm 

Policy Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 
School Council Meeting via Webex 

 Tue 8th 5:30 – 6:30pm Finance & Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting via Webex 

 Wed 16th   Year 6 Farewell 

 Fri 18th  9:15 – 10:45am 
1:30pm 

Moving Up Day 
End of Term 4  
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Principal’s message 

Dear parents and carers of Kensington Primary, 

I am looking forward to welcoming and reconnecting with our 

students and families on Monday the 12th. Thank you again for 

the positive emails and recognition of our staff who have been so 

flexible to remote teaching.  

I would like to express my gratitude and acknowledgement of 

the role parents and carers have played to support online 

learning as well as dealing with the uncertainty and challenges of 

Stage 3 and 4 Restrictions.  

Our vision statement at Kensington primary is; 

To be a safe and caring community who learn and grow together, 

to make a difference for us and our world. 

Throughout the pandemic as a community I have valued everyone’s 

support in keeping our community safe. During the Term 2 holiday break 

with Kensington being a ‘hot spot’ community members supported each 

other, sent positive messages and cared for each other. I often reflect 

that there are silver linings to all events, we can learn and continue to 

grow from the experiences we have had and how we have managed to cope navigating unchartered waters. For our 

students our world is very different, our ‘normal’ is very different. Schools play a vital role in our community as the 

place of routine, of structure and predictability. Our staff have undertaken professional learning with our School 

Wide Positive Behaviours Coach to discuss and share strategies to welcome and reconnect with our students. The 

first week back will see teachers re-establishing the routines and expectations in the classrooms, specialist areas and 

playgrounds. There will be a focus on the wellbeing of the student as a learner, as a friend and as an individual.  

A Return to School Parent Guide Term 4, 2020 has been sent to all parents communicating the expectations of 

students, parents and staff returning to on-site learning, can I please encourage you to read this document. 

To minimise risks and ensure social distancing we will have staggered drop off and pick times. 

Morning Drop Off 

Students will be asked to be dropped at a gate and to go directly to their classrooms each morning at the times 
advised below. Parents will say goodbye at the gate and children will move directly into their classroom on arrival. 
No parents are to enter the school grounds unless prior permission has been obtained by contacting the Office.  
 

 8:45 – 8:50am - Families with the surname starting with A –  G 

 8:50 – 8:55am - Families with the surname starting with H – N 

 8:55 – 9:00am - Families with the surname starting with O - Z 
 
Afternoon Pick up 
Each afternoon, at the times advised below, students will exit the school grounds via the same gate that they 
entered the school in the morning. For consistency we ask that parents set and maintain the same routine with their 
children.  
 

 3:20  –  3:25pm - Families with the surname starting with A – G 

 3:25  – 3:30pm - Families with the surname starting with H – N 

 3:30   - Families with the surname starting with O - Z 
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Out of School Hours Care 
Children booked into Big Childcare will go directly to the hall at 3:30pm. 

 

Gate entries indicated below: 
 

Parents/carers need to communicate with students the 

gates for pick up. Feedback from our last experience with 

staggered pickups was that parents need to inform 

students which gate they will be picked up from to avoid 

any distress. 

New Back Park Playground 

Our new ‘Back Park’ is ready for our children to explore, 

exercise and play creatively on and around. To ensure the 

safety of our students we will be timetabling access to this 

area with staff supervision. A huge thank you again to our 

Fundraising committee and the 

school community for the fund-

raising which enabled the planning 

and designs of our children to 

become a reality. On a rather sad note there has been some vandalism to the new 

playground, which Graham our maintenance officer has rectified. Could I ask that if members 

of our community witness any groups or individuals in the playgrounds outside of school 

hours to inform the local police. The playground is for the enjoyment of our students, it is not 

to be vandalised and damaged by others.  

I am looking forward to seeing how our students have grown and those wonderful smiles. 

Bridget  

 

Staffing News  

Louise Donn will not be returning to Kensington Primary in Term 4, we wish Louise all the best for her leave and look 

forward to welcoming her back in 2022.  I am incredibly grateful to Louise for her commitment and flexibility while 

teaching throughout a very challenging time. The image of Louise dancing in the staffroom with a broom teaching 

P.E will always be remembered. Thank you Louise we wish you all the very best for the remainder of the year.  

Shani Davies will undertake Louise’s PE role on a Monday and Louisa Callanan will be undertaking teaching 3A on a 

Friday, for the remainder of the year. 

 

Language at Kensington Primary 

2020 has been the year that an investigation into introducing a new language to KPS has commenced. As a result of 

COVID- 19 the opportunity to have parent information sessions has not been possible.  Over the years Indonesian 

has been the language taught. Through parent feedback and student feedback there has been the request that the 

examination of a new language or a rethinking of how the language is taught be investigated.  
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What makes a quality language program? 

Learning a language is a sequential and cumulative process. Students learn most effectively through: 

 frequent, regular lessons including those conducted entirely in the target language  

 engagement over an extended period of time 

 opportunities to practice and meaningfully use the language in authentic situations.  
 

Student motivation and engagement  

Motivation is a consistently strong predictor of successful language learning. 

Student motivation and engagement with languages learning is increased when: 

 languages programs are recognized and valued by parents, school leadership, teachers and the wider 
community 

 student achievements are recognized and celebrated within the school and broader community 

 students understand the cognitive, social and practical benefits of learning a language 

 students have the opportunity to use the language they are learning for authentic, meaningful 
communication 

 students have specific goals for languages and learning  

 students have regular opportunities to practice in a supportive environment where fluency rather than 
accuracy is the initial aim 

 students have an interest in or understanding of the culture associated with the language.  
 

An inquiry as to language offered at the Department of Education secondary schools was investigated. 

Government Secondary 
school 

Language 

Mount Alexander College  Italian 
Mandarin 
Japanese 

University High  French 
German 
Latin  

Footscray High  Japanese  
Italian 

Maribyrnong  Italian  

Essendon Keilor College Japanese  
Italian 

Buckley Park  German 
Japanese 

Rosehill  Japanese  
Italian 

 

We will be sending out a Google Form next week to ask for parental input. Discussions around the language 

delivered at Kensington Primary was discussed at our most recent School Councils with a strong focus on the 

recruitment of an outstanding educator to deliver an engaging and rich program. The teaching of language through a 

specific curriculum area was discussed to further support student engagement and participation. 
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School Uniform 

DCS Uniforms understands that parents and students are going through difficult times.  Therefore DCS Uniforms 
would like to offer FREE DELIVERY to residential homes of all internet uniform orders over $45.00. 
 
Uniform orders can be placed at www.dcsuniforms.com.au 
 
We at DCS UNIFORMS feel that we need to make the purchase of uniforms as safe , easy and cost efficient as 
possible .   We will continue this offer whilst we are restricted in a normal supply method. 
DCS will work will all our School Customers to achieve a smooth and pleasant purchase experience. 
If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to email sales@dcsuniforms.com.au 
 

Hats, Hats, Hats 

The school has a Sun Smart Policy, which encourages responsible attitudes towards protection from the sun’s 
harmful UV rays.  In accordance with this, all students are to wear sun smart hats (legionnaire, slouch or bucket hats 
- not caps) during Term 4.  Those students without hats will be required to remain in the designated shade areas at 
all times when outside for lessons and/or recesses.   
 
Sun Smart hats are part of our school uniform and can be purchased through DCS Clothing.   
 
Further information can be found at: https://www.sunsmart.com.au 
 

 

Community News 

The Department of Education & Kensington Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private 

advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education or Kensington Primary School.  

 

 

 

 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcsuniforms.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CPatricia.Santalucia%40education.vic.gov.au%7C89fbf006b3034ffc79a208d855468f22%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637353108833152444&sdata=2BRBVkmgTlPiKiWD6UkHXANsFg%2BLTQ0M%2ByR6Cg8JtYs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sales@dcsuniforms.com.au
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Classroom Cuisine is back for Term 4 

Fantastic news – Classroom Cuisine is back for Term 4.  Starting back at KPS Wednesday 21st October.  Please order 

via their website. 

 


