
KPS Office Update – 12th March 2020 
 

 

Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country — from the 

oldest continuous culture of our first Australians to the 

cultures of our newest arrivals from around the world. 
Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths and is at 

the heart of who we are. It makes Australia a great place to 

live. An integrated multicultural Australia is an integral part of 

our national identity. All people who migrate to Australia bring with them some of their own cultural and 

religious traditions, as well as taking on many new traditions. Collectively, these traditions have enriched our 

nation. KPS’s vision is to be a safe and caring community who learn and grow together, to make a difference for 

us and our world. As a community we look forward to welcoming families to celebrate Harmony day with an 

after school picnic from 5.30 – 7.30 on Wednesday the 18th.  The theme for 2020 Harmony day is Picture a 

World in Harmony.  

Our students are encouraged to wear a national costume to school or the colours of the national flag. The 

evening picnic is a time for families to gather on the school grounds and celebrate the diversity of our school 

community. Please note that all students need to be accompanied by an adult for the picnic. 

Due to Coronavirus we will not be asking families to donate a dessert for the dessert bar. We ask that all 

families provide their own picnic, drinks and icy poles will be available for purchase.  

Parent / Teacher Meetings  

What an amazing turn out over Tuesday and Wednesday with parents and carers meeting teachers to discuss 

the learning of our students. There were many happy faces walking the corridors meeting the familiar and 

perhaps unfamiliar faces. I would sincerely like to express my gratitude for the strong partnership between our 

families and staff. I would also like to thank the dedicated staff at KPS for all they do!  

 

The World’s Greatest Shave   

Cancer has impacted so many families and friends. A 

very brave and inspiring staff member Maddy Griffin 

will be participating in the World’s Greatest Shave to 

raise funds for cancer research. We ask that students 

come to school on Friday the 20th with colourful or 

outrageous hair styles and donate a gold coin, which will go to the World’s Greatest Shave. 

 

CORONAVIRUS 

Ten ways to reduce your risk of coronavirus 

 Wash hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 seconds. Dry with paper towel or hand 

dryer. 

 Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth. 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue cough or 

sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow. 

 Isolate yourself at home if you feel sick. If you take medication ensure you have adequate supplies. 

 Phone your GP first if you need medical attention. They will tell you what to do. 

 Continue healthy habits: exercise, drink water, get plenty of sleep, and now is the time to quit smoking. 

Call the Quitline 137 848. 

 Don't wear a face mask if you are well. 

 Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 60 per cent alcohol. 

 Get the flu shot (available April). 

 Shaking hands is optional! 



SOCIAL MEDIA 

At Kensington Primary School we value strong partnerships, lifelong learning, intellectual rigour, positive self-

worth and respect for others. Parents and carers, students and staff all share responsibility for ensuring that our 

school is a positive, respectful and safe environment.  

We live in a rapidly changing world and although that provides us with opportunities, it also brings with it many 

challenges. 

One of those challenges is the positive use of social media.  We hear many stories of people of all ages being 

bullied or made to feel less worthy when compared to the images they see online.  Our role here is to assist our 

children to be discerning and critical about what they see online and to encourage them to ask us questions if 

they are distressed by anything they encounter. 

I am committed to ensuring that everyone in our school community is treated with respect, fairness and dignity. 
This is particularly important where we have a difference of opinion or where there are concerns to be raised. It 
is also a good time to remind our students, parents and carers that if they have any concerns or queries about a 
school related matter, the best way to raise it is by talking to me about it so that we can resolve it in a respectful 
way. It saddens me when I hear that our positive school culture may be being undermined by way of inaccurate 
comments on social media, or talk in the school community, rather than addressing concerns with school staff 
directly. Thankfully, such instances are very rare.  

We must take the impact of social media seriously and not underestimate the role it has in our lives and the 

lives of our children. The combination of vulnerability, the need to feel validated and a desire to belong to a 

peer group can result in a perfect storm of self-doubt. 

We can do many things to reduce the impact of negative social media experiences for our children by: 

 Modelling a healthy response to failure – none of us is perfect and through not succeeding we are 

learning; this is sometimes referred to as “failing gracefully” 

 Encouraging our children to trust people and not posts 

 Challenging our children to question the motivations of people who maintain negative social media 

profiles 

 Reassuring our children that making errors online is something that happens a lot but it is good to talk 

about it 

 Modelling positive and moderate online behaviour 

I want to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation of the parents and carers of our school, and I look 

forward to continuing to work in partnership with all of you through 2020. 

 

 
 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM – CHANGE OF SALE LOCATION - TOMORROW 

Please note of change of sale location – it will now be in the room near the 

office foyer.  T 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FUNDRAISING NEWS 

Harmony Day Celebrations 

On the evening of Wednesday 18th March we will have our annual Harmony Day Picnic .  

From 5:30-7:30pm on school grounds.  

Bring a picnic dinner and rug to celebrate our community diversity.   Entertainment in the Hall.  Drinks and 

icypoles will be on sale.  

 

KPS Run for Fun 

We are working on organising a Fun Run for early Term 2 ( late April) as part of Active April.  

To go ahead with this event , we need :  

A) volunteers to assist in the planning over the next 6 weeks and  

B) assisting on the day (Friday April 24th).  

If you are able to help in any way,  please contact the Fundraising Team or leave a message with the office staff.  

Our 2018 event was a highlight for many students, so we would love to run something similar this year.  

 

Cookbooks  

If you haven’t already purchased your KPS Cookbook , they can be purchased via Qkr! or pay at the office. ( pick 

up at office )  

Thankyou all for your support, it will be BRILLIANT to see our STEAM classroom filled with equipment and 

resources to broaden the education of our students at KPS.  

 

DID YOU KNOW… 

 Whenever the school rings parents a voice message is left as to the reason for the phone call.  We 

understand that it is important for parents / carers to contact the school as soon as possible, however 

could we encourage that the message is listened to first.  

 

 When exiting the school grounds at the end of the school day please use the gates on either McCracken 

Street or Epsom Road, only come via the office if you need to speak to the office staff. 

 

 When you need to drop off an items to your child / children during school hours, please come to the 

office and we will organise for the item to be given to your child at a convenient time as to not interrupt 

their learning. 

 
 

 

  



COOKING AND GARDENING NEWS - WEEK 7 

In week 7, 1B and 2C had their first cooking and gardening sessions. During term 1 our Cooking and Gardening 

program will run two days a week; Tuesday and Wednesday between 9-11. We love having parent helpers so if 

you are able to make it for your child’s session (or any week you are free) you are most welcome to come along 

(even if it’s just for part of the session or afterwards to assist with cleaning up) 

The students have been working hard clearing space for two new garden beds in the veggie garden as well as 

caring for the space and the rest of our school grounds. 

 

Reflections from 1B 

Madi – We all had our own special jobs when we were planting the seeds. I was making the holes in the dirt and 

putting the seed inside. 

Bonnie – I liked planting because we worked together. 

Bryce -  I liked sitting on my dad’s lap because my dad is soft. 

Tommy – I liked chopping the celery because I like chopping. 

Heidi – I feeded the chickens it was fun because I could give the chicken food. It didn’t hurt me. 

Ren – I liked grating cheese because I like cooking. 

Otis – I liked feeding the chickens because it tickled my hand. 

Jake – I planted broccoli by putting my finger in three little tub things then we sprinkled seeds in. 

Louis – I liked the cookies because they were all crumbly 

Benji – I liked chopping crrots because my mum was here. 

Charlotte – I liked planting my dill because I did it all by myself. It was fun. 

Matilda – I liked cutting the chives because I did it with Charlotte. 

India – I cut up cucumber and Heidi helped me too. I know how to hop with a knife now. 

Ajdar – I liked planting carrot seeds because carrot is my favourite. 

I loved the hummus. I liked the hummus because the hummus was so delicious. 

Grace – I liked planting with my mum and my mum helped me and my group. 

Rory – I liked eating cookies because I cooked them and I ate a veggie pocket and it was yummy. I plant plants at 

home but they died and I gave them a big drink of water. 

Sophie - I made the guacamole. We had to mush it really hard and it was hard to mush it. It was really yummy. 

Nha Thi – I liked chopping because it was my first time. 

Cassius – We were planting stuff and pulling out weeds, they were so annoying because they don’t let our plants 

grow. I had some potatoes and everything, it was so good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reflections from 2C 

Abdulrahmen – I like the food it is the best the guacamole is so good. I like the chickens when they at out of 

your hands. 

Jack – I liked making the hummus with Lucas and his mum and sweeping the ground with a brush. The lettuce 

wasn’t for me because it was too crunchy. 

Eddie – The food was the best food and guacamole was also good. I enjoyed feeding the chickens. 

Tala – I enjoyed cookin and gardening, feeding the chickens, making carrot, making potato salad and cutting 

tomato. I learnt how to make different kinds of food. I enjoyed cooking and gardening so, so, so, so, so, so 

much. 

Lucy – I enjoyed the kitchen rolling the cookie balls up. I enjoyed in the garden planting carrots and having fun. I 

tried drying the dishes, it was not that bad. I loved cooking and gardening, I hope I get to do it again. 

Rose – I really enjoyed feeding the chooks and making food. I loved the guacamole with carrots. I tried hummus 

for the first time and it was yum. I liked planting carrot seeds. 

Avie – I went to gardening and I planted zucchini and I sweeped the floor and I went into the chicken coop and 

feed the chickens. I went to cooking and I chopped up celery with Archer I also ate oatmeal and sultana cookies. 

Sadie – I really liked patting the chickens. I didn’t have celery before I really liked it. I had a great time at cooking 

and gardening. 

Archer – I liked getting to choose what goes in your pita pockets. I also liked eating celery sticks because it was 

my first time eating celery. I also liked the guacamole because it had tomato in it. 

Nina – I really liked feeding the chickens and patting them. I liked the cooking bit. I made cookies and they were 

yummy. 

Tom – I liked how I cooked a dessert cookies and I loved the guacamole and I loved feeding the chickens and I 

love gardening. 

Zaky – In the garden there were some flowers and some olives and some mint and we went to the kitchen and 

made some pita pockets. 

Isla – In the garden I loved the chickens. I tried the guacamole which I have never had before! But the 

guacamole wasn’t for me. 

Taha – I made dip it was called guacamole that has green with Eddie. I like it tastes delicious. And I go to the 

garden I feed Brownie the chicken I just like her because she is really lovely. 

Lucas – I make hummus with my mum and Jake. I tried something new. It is pita pockets I have carrots and 

cheese and cucumber it was good. 

Eliza – I liked feedng the chickens because they are so fluffy and soft and when they peck it doesn’t hurt. I had 

never tasted guacamole it was so yummy. 

Yuto – I liked the pit pockets. I put tomato, potato, carrot, cucumber it was nice. In the garden I took the seed 

and I watered the plant. I feeded the chicken and it tickled me but it was fun. 

Matilda- I tasted sultanas for the first time. I liked feeding the chickens because they are very fluffy and soft and 

when they peck you it tickles. 

 

A huge thank you to all of the parents who were able to come along and help out for each of the sessions. Your 

time and effort were greatly appreciated by myself, Matilda, Adam and the children. 

 



 

Here is the roster for the remainder of the term: 

17/3 Tuesday 1C 

18/3 Wednesday 2D 

24/3 Tuesday 1D 

 
I’ve also had many requests for recipes so I’ve decided to include one here every now and then for you to use at 
home if you’d like. The measurements we use aren’t always precise and are generally adjusted by the children in 
charge so feel free to adjust them to your taste buds! 
This week I will be sharing our yummy guacamole recipe. 
 
Guacamole  
2 avocadoes 
2 tbsp lemon juice 
1-2 cloves minced garlic 
1 tomato 
Splash of olive oil 
1/2tsp salt 
Pepper to taste 
 
Use a fork to mash the avocado. Add the chopped tomato and gently mix through. Add all of the other 
ingredients, mix and leave in the fridge for an hour. 
 
With thanks, Kate - Cooking and Gardening Teacher 
 
 
VOLUNTEER WORK @ KPS 

 
At Kensington Primary School we value the volunteer work that parents and carers contribute to our school. As 
part of the Department of Education Volunteer OHS management in schools, it's mandatory for all volunteers to 
follow the required processes whilst volunteering on school premises or off site such as excursions and sports 
events. 
 
All volunteers must:  
 

1. Read the Volunteer OHS Induction Hand book and related policies 
2. Then complete and sign the OHS Induction Checklist and Volunteer Confidentiality Agreement and submit to 

the office via email, kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au or in person. 
 
Just a reminder that ALL volunteers including Grandparents and other relatives must complete the induction as 
well as having a current Working with Children Check Card (WWCC). All volunteers must display their WWC 
card in their visitors lanyard. 
We appreciate your understanding and compliance with the Department requirements for volunteers working 
in schools. Together we can ensure that processes are in place to provide a safe environment for everyone. 
 
There is no charge for a Volunteer Working with Children Check.  All documents can be found on our website. 
 
  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

March Fri 13th  8:40 – 9:15am 
9:30 – 11:00am 
 
2:00 – 3:30pm 

Second Hand Uniform Sale – outside the hall 
Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Ascot Vale West PS – home 
Year 4A Local Walk Excursion 
Cross Country Trials – (11 & 12 ear olds) 

 Tue 17th 9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 1C 

 Wed 18th 9:00 – 11:00am 
1:30 – 2:30pm 
5:30 – 7:30pm 

Cooking & Gardening 2D 
Harmony Day Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 
Harmony Day Family Picnic 

 Fri 20th 9:30 – 11:00am 
2:00 – 3:30pm 
3:00 – 3:20pm 

Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Avondale Heights PS – away 
Cross Country Trials – (9 & 10 year olds) 
Assembly 1C & 1D 

 Mon 23rd 6.00 – 7.00pm 
7.00 – 8.00pm 

Annual General Meeting 
School Council Meeting 

 Tue 24th 9:00 – 11:00am Cooking & Gardening 1D 

 Thu 26th  10:45am – 3:00pm Year 5 Immigration Museum Excursion 

 Fri 27th 9:30 – 11:00am 
1:45pm 
2:30pm 

Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Flemington PS - home 
End of Term 1 assembly 
End of Term 1 

April  Tue 14th  Start of Term 2 

 Mon 27th  Cross Country 

 Thu 30th  School Photos (please note there is no extra makeup day) 

May Fri 1st 3:00 – 3:20pm Assembly 3A 

 Fri 15th  3:00 -  3:20pm Assembly 3B 

 Tue 26th 10:00 – 11.00am FC & FD Fire Ed Incursion 

 Wed 27th 10:00 – 11:00am FA & FB Fire Ed Incursion 

 Fri 29th  3:00 – 3:30pm Assembly 3C 

June Wed 3rd 10:00 – 11:00am FA & FB Fire Ed Incursion 

 Thu 4th 10:00 – 11:00am  FC & FD Fire Ed Incursion 

 Fri 12th  3:00 – 3:30pm Assembly 4A 

 Wed 17th  Yr 4-6 Athletics  

 Fri 26th 1:45pm 
2:30pm 

End of term Assembly 
End of Term 2 

July Mon 13th   Start of Term 3 

 Fri 24th 3:00 – 3:20pm Assembly 4B 

 Wed 29th  Year 5/6 Camp 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Camp 

 Fri 31st  Year 5/6 Camp 

August Fri 7th 3:00 – 3:20pm Assembly 4B 

September Mon 14th  Year 3/4 Camp – Lady Northcote Recreation Camp YMCA 

 Tue 15th  Year 3/4 Camp – Lady Northcote Recreation Camp YMCA 

 Fri 18th  End of Term 3 

 
 



 


