
KPS Office Update – 13th February 2020 
 

 

Great news!  

Last year I shared the news that works would commence to our 

entrance on McCracken Street to ensure the dignity and 

welcome was afforded to all our community members. This 

Thursday building works will commence to install a disabled 

entrance, as well as automatic doors to ensure a wide enough 

entrance to the main building for wheel chair accessibility. The 

disabled toilet in the main building will also be refurbished. Due 

to the works on Thursday, our students and families will be asked to enter via the school driveway. Security of 

the locking and unlocking of the gates will continue as is contained in our gate policy, available on the school 

website. All contractors have produced a working with children check and have spoken with me in regards to 

the safety of our students and school community. Once the works have taken place, I would like to examine the 

planning of an indigenous garden and to provide a seated area for our community to enjoy. Thank you again to 

the committed and focused parents/ carers who make a positive contribution to the school and who so 

generously supported our community to achieve the funding for this project.  

Mobile Phones       

The Minister for Education released a new Students Using Mobile 

Phones Policy for all Victorian government schools on 7 October 

2019. This policy requires that from Term 1 2020, students who 

choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched 

off and securely stored during school hours, including recess and 

lunchtime.  

Summary – Critical information 

 From Term 1 2020, students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and 
securely stored during school hours. 

 Exceptions to the policy may be applied if certain conditions are met. Exceptions can be granted by the 
principal, or by a teacher. Exceptions must be documented. 

 Where students bring a mobile phone to school, the school must provide secure storage. 

 Schools are required to develop a local Students Using Mobile Phones policy, which must include how this 
Ministerial policy will be implemented. 

 Schools will manage non-compliance with their local mobile phone policy in accordance with their existing 
student engagement polices. 

Any student bringing a mobile phone to Kensington Primary is required to hand it into the Office, before school 
where it is secured in a drawer and returned after school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/mobilephones.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/mobilephones.aspx


 

COOKING AND GARDENING NEWS WITH 4A – WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 
 

Our first session for the year was very productive with the children helping with a lot of weeding and general 

yard maintenance in our veggie garden. Well done to all of them because it wasn’t an easy task but they were 

enthusiastic and helpful for the entire session. 

Omar – My favourite was cutting the bread. In gardening I took out the weeds. 

Poppy – I liked planting the spinach and also being with the chickens. In the kitchen I liked making the 

guacamole. 

Abdi – I grated the carrots, cut the tomato and made carrot sticks. I liked eating the crunchy bread. 

Luca C – In the kitchen I enjoyed cutting the carrots because turning the carrots into a stick is so difficult. I liked 

gardening because taking out the weeds were like taking out ropes. 

Jack – It was so fun grating the cheese because I had to grate a big block of cheese. I also liked feeding the 

chickens in the garden because it was fun to see the chickens eat grapes. 

Finley – Gardening was so fun. We pulled out the weeds but they were very hard to get out. Cooking was 

awesome. I got to make hummus dip some people said that was the best. 

Liam – In the garden we did weeding and planting seeds. The highlight was the weeding because the weeds 

were huge. In the kitchen I chopped up celery and carrot. The highlight was chopping up the carrot. 

Lucy – In cooking I enjoyed chopping up the rockmelon and scrubbing the chopping boards. In gardening I 

enjoyed watering the plants ad taking the grass out to the bin. 

Khadija – In gardening we did the weeding, watering, panting and we saw the chickens. For cooking we made a 

fruit salad and cleaned up. 

Skye – In cooking and gardening I had lots of fun, I never got bored because there was always something to do. 

In gardening I picked grass where it was not allowed to grow (that was hard but fun) and I loved chopping 

avocado because I never knew how to chop avocado but then I got taught how. It was so fun!! 

Hugh – I loved making the potato salad it was so fun cooking. I had to cut the chives and the potato and boils the 

eggs. Gardening was fun planting and weeding. 

Jessica – I gardening the chicken I was holding wouldn’t get off! In cooking I chopped rockmelon. 

Alanah – In cooking and gardening what I enjoyed most was making the special potato salad. And in gardening I 

liked the weeding and the chickens. I loved the white chicken the most, she was so fluffy and had a little afro. 

Jumanah – Something I enjoyed doing in the garden was planting some spinach. In the kitchen I enjoyed grating 

the carrot. 

Talia –My favourite thing was feeding the leftovers and scraps to chickens with Phoebe. 

Luca G – We pulled some weeds out of the ground and some grass that was in the wrong spot. We also pulled 

old basil out of the ground and planted some new ones. 

Jasper – There was massive weeds! It was so big that it was taller than the tallest kid in the class!  

Owyn – I thought that the food was four stars out of five. I really liked the guac and the carrot and I enjoyed 

cutting the bread. Thank you very much. 

Aaliyah - My favourite thing in cooking was cutting up the fruit because it was really satisfying cutting the mango 

in squares. 

Tasimba – I liked making the beetroot dip with my friend Luca. I enjoyed the chickens although they did scratch 

me. 



Austin – Something I enjoyed about cooking it that I liked cutting up the vegetables because it was very fun. I 

liked feeding the chickens because I liked watching their heads go up and down. 

Naomi – In cooking I liked making hummus because it was fun. In the garden it was fun emptying the 

wheelbarrows. 

Phoebe – The highlight of the day – EVERYTHING! But especially doing everything with Alanah. The teaching 

helpers out there thank you! 

A big thanks to our amazing parent helpers who came along. As always it was greatly appreciated. 

Here’s the class roster for the remainder of the term. It’s always lovely to have parents along so if you’re free 

you’re most welcome to come along for any of the time that you can manage (even if it’s not your child’s turn!) 

Kate – Cooking and Gardening Teacher 

11/2 Tuesday 3A 

12/2 Wednesday 4B 

18/2 Tuesday 3B 

19/2 Wednesday 4C 

25/2 Tuesday 3C 

26/2 Wednesday 2A 

3/3 Tuesday 1A 

4/3 Wednesday 2B 

10/3 Tuesday 1B 

11/3 Wednesday 2C 

17/3 Tuesday 1C 

18/3 Wednesday 2D 

24/3 Tuesday 1D 

 

GRUBBIES 

Welcome back to a fun year of kitchen, garden and chooks!It has been a challenging January 

where the importance of connections to nature, climate and sustainable practices have been 

highlighted. The KPS kitchen and garden program is one way to feel connected for children and 

adults. 

For all those new to the school community and as a reminder to those familiar with the school, 

Grubbies is the name for the group of parents who volunteer time and energy to provide an 

environment for the kids to be with chooks, grow plants including vegies, and learn to cook and 

eat well.  The Grubbies work with Kate Fedele and all the teachers in the garden, in the kitchen and in the 

chookyard.  Grubbies also help to create and maintain the gardens in the playground and around the school 

buildings. 

Everyone is welcome to join and you are encouraged to be involved. The Grubbies activities are many and your 

role can be big or small - whether it be when your child is involved in the kitchen, helping with the watering in 

summer, attending working bees throughout the year, offering to help with composting, advising on pruning, 

helping set up the school ‘farmer’s markets’ or attending regular adult gardening sessions. Please come along at 

any time. Stay tuned to the newsletter for announcements.  If you would like to be on the Grubbies email address 

list, please send your details to Sue Williams (sue.williams.au@gmail.com). 

The Grubbies will be having a casual meeting in the next few weeks to chat about the year ahead.  Please let Sue 

know if you would like to attend and she will send the meeting details. 

mailto:sue.williams.au@gmail.com


FUNDRAISING NEWS 

To start the year, we are hosting a Family BBQ and Bowls to welcome new families, catch up with old friends 

and have a casual family day out. 

When:    Saturday 29th February  

Where:    Kensington Flemington Bowls Club, Smithfield Rd. 

What time:   3:00pm till 7:00pm, BBQ from 4:30pm. 

Who:    Mums, Dads, Kids, Grandparents…. 

How much:   $15 for adults, $5 kids or $40 family ticket. 

What do I get:   BBQ dinner, Bowls, games and fun! 

Have a casual bowl or make a ‘Team of 4’ to compete for the title of KPS Bowls Champion 

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE VIA THE QKR!  

This years’ Fundraising efforts are directed to purchasing STEAM equipment and resources, 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths), to compliment our growing programme. 

If you are able to help Fundraising committee or would like to get involved, please email 

fundraising.kps@gmail.com 

 

EXCURSION NOTES – TRIALLING ON QKR! APP 
 

We are currently trialling electronic permission forms on QKR!. For families using QKR! once the payment is 

added to the cart, you will be prompted to complete the permission note. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM  
 
We would love some helpers to assist with sorting uniforms and running stalls in 2020 (for only a couple of 

hours per term). If interested please leave your contact details at the office. 

 

COMMUNICATION 
 
To ensure that communication is clear and responded to in a timely manner families are asked to email 

kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au with the teacher’s name in the subject box. Emails will be responded to in 

24 hours. If the matter is of an urgent nature please ring the office. In the case of further action being required 

in relation to student well-being and learning parents/guardians are asked to contact the learning specialist 

overseeing the team to assist with the rectification of any concerns with students and learning. If the matter is 

of a sensitive nature in relation to student well-being and learning a meeting is to be scheduled with the 

assistant principal or principal. 

Staff members participate in 2 official weekly meetings, professional learning takes place on a Tuesday after 

school and team collaborative planning occurs on a Wednesday after school. Staff must attend these meetings 

so we ask that any parent meetings be organised on another evening or in the morning. 

 

CLASSROOM CUISINE – LUNCH ORDERS 
 
Lunch orders are available from Classroom Cuisine on Wednesday’s and Friday’s.  Please order register and 
order online via the following link:  www.classroomcuisine.com.au 

mailto:fundraising.kps@gmail.com
http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/


 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

February Fri 14th 9:30 – 11:00am 
9:30am – 1:30pm 

Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V MPW Blue – away 
Hockey Clinic Yr 2C, 2D, 3A & 4B 

 Fri 21st  District Swimming – selected students 

 Fri 28th 9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Ascot Vale PS - away 

 Sat 29th 3:00 – 7:00pm KPS Family Lawn Bowls afternoon 

March Fri 6th 9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V MPW Gold PS - home 

 Mon 9th  Labour Day Public Holiday – no students to attend school 

 Tue 10th 3:40 – 6:30pm Meet the teacher 

 Wed 11th 3:40 – 6:30pm Meet the teacher 

 Fri 13th  9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Ascot Vale West PS - home 

 Fri 20th 9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Avondale Heights PS - away 

 Fri 27th 9:30 – 11:00am Yr 6 Interschool Sport – KPS V Flemington PS - home 
End of Term 1 

April  Tue 14th  Start of Term 2 

 Thu 30th  School Photos (pls note no extra makeup day) 

June Wed 17th  Yr 4-6 Athletics 

 Fri 26th  End of Term 2 

July Mon 13th   Start of Term 3 

 Wed 29th  Year 5/6 Camp 

 Thu 30th  Year 5/6 Camp 

 Fri 31st  Year 5/6 Camp 

September Mon 14th  Year 3/4 Camp – Lady Northcote Recreation Camp YMCA 

 Tue 15th  Year 3/4 Camp – Lady Northcote Recreation Camp YMCA 

 Fri 18th  End of Term 3 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


