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8th October 2020 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
On behalf of Kensington Primary School, I want to say a big thank you to all our students, parents and carers for your 
continued resilience and support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible learning has not always been easy, but 
through our collective efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress in their learning. You can be 
confident that our school will support any student who is concerned about returning to school and their learning. 
 
Term 4 is important for every Victorian student, and our teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning for everyone. 
Our focus for Term 4 is on making sure that every student is supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition needs. 
 
The Victorian Government has outlined the staged return to on-site schooling for all students as part of its gradual 
roadmap towards reopening.  
 
Term 4 on-site schooling arrangements for students 
Following advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has released a staged approach for 
students to return to on-site schooling. The purpose of the plan is to get students back in the classroom as soon and as 
safely as possible without putting at risk all that has been achieved through the period of restrictions to reduce the 
spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 
For Kensington Primary School, the following arrangements apply: 
 
5th – 9th October (first week of Term 4)  

 remote and flexible learning will continue for all students 

 on-site supervision for children of permitted workers and vulnerable students will continue to be provided, 

consistent with existing guidelines. 

 

From 12th October (second week of Term 4) 

 All Students in Foundation – Year 6 return Monday, October 12th 

The existing remote learning program will not continue when students return to onsite learning. 

 

Outside school hours care and vacation care 
Big Childcare will continue to provide before and after school care.  Families need to book through Big Childcare 
 0432 830 856. 

 
Health and safety measures 
The Term 3 & 4 remote and flexible learning arrangements were put in place to significantly reduce the movement of 
more than one million students and their families across Victoria, to help slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Thanks to you and your family for contributing to this on behalf of our school community. 
 
As on-site schooling resumes, we will continue to have in place strong measures to protect the health and safety of 
students, staff, families, other adults and the community. This includes staggering start and finish times, restricting 
parent access to school grounds and a continued emphasis on hand hygiene and physical distancing where possible.  
 
Please give particular attention to reducing the risks associated with congregation at school gates and taking steps to 
contribute to physical distancing within the school.  
 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/
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Children returning to onsite learning will focus on three key priorities in Term 4: 
 
1. Mental health and wellbeing  
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff. This 
means effectively mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable students and enabling staff to access 
the relevant support services. 
 
2. Learning and excellence 
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained their 
learning progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families and teachers. Our 
priority will be supporting both those who need it to catch up and those who have progressed to continue to extend their 
learning. 

 
3. Transitions  
We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from kindergarten into Foundation and 
Grade 6 moving into Grade 7. 
 
We know some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions of coronavirus (COVID-
19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up. Instead, schools will use teaching 
strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help students meet their learning needs.   
 
Parents, families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay with their peer group, 
whether that is moving from kindergarten into Foundation, moving from Grade 6 into Year 7 at secondary school, or 
students moving up any year level in between. 
 
Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the challenges of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and will continue to meet student needs as we look towards the end of the 2020 school year and ahead to 
2021.  

Kind regards, 

 

Bridget McLaughlin 
Principal 

 
 

http://www.kensingtonps.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

Health and safety advice for schools in the context of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

An update from the Acting Victorian Deputy Chief Health Officer 

 
As Victoria’s Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer, and as a member of the Australian Health Protection Principal 
Committee, the health, wellbeing and safety of students and staff remains front of mind. 
 
As you know, most Victorian school students returned to a remote learning model during Term 3 to help 
reduce movement of people across Victoria and slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). With falling case 
numbers and reduced community transmission, I am pleased to advise that schools can commence a gradual 
return to on-site learning from the start of Term 4.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, colleagues and I have closely followed emerging Victorian, Australian and 
international evidence on transmission of the virus and the efficacy of public health measures in reducing 
transmission. We have observed in Victoria, informed by research undertaken by the Murdoch Children’s 
Research Institute (MCRI) examining coronavirus (COVID-19) cases linked to Victorian schools and early 
childhood settings, that coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in schools is uncommon when community 
transmission is low.  
 
Cases in schools have been well contained through rapid site closures, cleaning and contact tracing. With 
specific measures in place, I am confident in our ability to identify and respond to cases of coronavirus (COVID-
19) impacting schools. Reassuringly, evidence continues to show that children are less impacted by the virus, 
they may be less infectious, they tend to have milder symptoms and are less likely to develop severe illness. 
 
The available evidence, including the MCRI findings, suggests that the risk to staff and students in both 
mainstream and specialist settings remains low, when recommended health and safety strategies are followed 
and that schools do not pose a greater risk of infection than other locations. 
 
Once again, I thank teachers, staff, students and families for their incredible efforts during these challenging 
times. With your ongoing support I am confident schools can make a gradual, successful return to on-site 
learning in Term 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Allen Cheng 
Acting Victorian Deputy Chief Health Officer 
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GATE 4 

MANAGING SAFE SCHOOL ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE 

 
To ensure consistency with physical distancing measures, students and families will not be permitted to 
congregate at the school gate before or after school and will be required to maintain 1.5 meters between 
each other as far as is practicable at the start and end of the school day. 

To minimise interaction of students and adults within the school and at entry points we will be staggering 
our school arrival and pickup times to reduce the number of adults waiting outside the school gates.  

There will be 3 entry and exit gates to the school grounds. Refer to map below. We ask that students 
develop a routine of entering and exiting via the same gate each day. This will avoid any confusion as to 
which gate parents need to wait to collect their children. 

We ask that parents adhere to the allocated arrival and pick up times to ensure 1.5m distancing is 
maintained between adults and ensure everyone’s safety. 

Parents and carers are required to wear face masks whenever they leave the house, including for school 
drop-off and pick-up. 

 

Morning Drop Off 

Students will be asked to be dropped at a gate and to go directly to their classrooms each morning at the 
times advised below. Parents will say goodbye at the gate and children will move directly into their 
classroom on arrival. No parents are to enter the school grounds unless prior permission has been obtained 
by contacting the Office.  
 
• 8:45 – 8:50am  - Families with the surname starting with A –  G 

• 8:50 – 8:55am  - Families with the surname starting with H – N 

• 8:55 – 9:00am  - Families with the surname starting with O - Z 
 

Afternoon Pick up 
Each afternoon, at the times advised below, students will exit the school grounds via the same gate that they 
entered the school in the morning. For consistency we ask that parents set and maintain the same routine 
with their children.  

 

•  3:20  –  3:25pm - Families with the surname starting with A – G 

• 3:25  – 3:30pm - Families with the surname starting with H – N 

• 3:30    - Families with the surname starting with O - Z 
 
Out of School Hours Care 
Children booked into Big Childcare will go directly to the hall at 3:30pm. 

Gate entries indicated below: 
 

 



 

 

 

VISITORS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 
 
Visitors to school grounds must be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services and 
operations (such as student health and wellbeing services, and safety, cleaning and maintenance workers). 
 
Parents/carers are required to contact the office by phone to seek permission before entering the 
school grounds or building.  
 
To support contact tracing, schools must keep a record of all staff, students and visitors who attend on site for 
more than 15 minutes. Schools must record the name, contact details, date, and time of attendance at school, 
as well as the areas of the school that the person attended. Schools can use existing mechanisms such as visitor 
sign-in procedures, student attendance records and staffing rosters to record this information. 
 
Additional staff, including parent volunteers, must not attend school at this time.  
 
Parent-teacher information sessions and interviews must continue to be replaced with online and video 
alternatives. 
 
Schools must not conduct on-site school tours for prospective students and their families at this time. 
Exemptions can be considered at a local level to support essential educational planning and decision-making for 
students with disability or highly complex needs.   
 
Visitors to school grounds must comply with physical distancing, wear face masks and practise good hand 
hygiene.  
 
COMMUNICATION WITH STAFF 
 
Even though we are asking you to remain beyond the school gate, we continue to encourage you to 
communicate proactively with your child’s teacher should you have any concerns or questions. As your 
child returns to school this will occur via a phone call on 9376 6013 or the school’s email 
kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au. If a discussion with the teacher is required, phone or email the 
school.   

RETURN OF SCHOOL EQUIPMENT 
 
Over the first two days of students returning to school, we ask that students return all books, 
equipment, resources, workbooks and other items sent home by the school. This will help to ensure we 
can continue their work this term and will have materials and resources available to support students 
with their learning. 

IPAD RETURNS 
 
All Foundation – Year 6 families who have borrowed a school iPad, cords and chargers, WIFI dongles 
are asked to return these on Monday October 12th or Tuesday 13th October from 8:45am – 9:30am. 

 
All equipment needs to be wiped down before being returned. Our office staff will assist with the 
return of devices and documentation of the loan agreement.  

Ensure any photos or work stored on the iPad is uploaded to Google Classroom or you have backed it up 
as all school iPads will be cleared upon their return. 

HYGIENE 
 
All students and staff will continue to undertake regular hand hygiene and students will be directed or 
supervised by staff where required to do this. This will include washing hands with soap and water or 
the use of hand sanitiser which will be available in every learning space. 
 
 



 

 

 

These hand hygiene times include upon entering at the start of the day, before and after break times, 
before eating, before and after using shared materials including technology, after sneezing or using a 
tissue and after using the toilet. 
 
Students must bring their own water bottles to school for use (and refilling).  

The KPS Mobile Phone Policy remains in place so that students will not be handling their mobile phones 
during the school day. 
 
Playground equipment can be used, however, students will be directed to wash or sanitize their hands 
before and after use. 
 
Take home reading materials will still be available for children to select and take home. Parents are 
asked to wipe covers before returning to school. 
 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING 

Attendance on site by parents and non-essential visitors will be strictly limited. Parents are encouraged to 
contact teachers via phone or the school email kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au . If a discussion with 
the teacher is required, a phone call or email to the school to setup a Webex meeting may also be 
arranged. 
 
All assemblies and student year-level meetings will be cancelled as well as interschool sport and any 
other excursions/incursions planned. 
 
Staggered start and end times will be implemented to help ensure parents are able to physically 
distance themselves outside the school gates. 
 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
 
All students are expected to attend on site once their year level has returned to on-site learning.  
Exceptions may exist for medically vulnerable students. It is recommended that parents/carers of students with 
complex medical needs seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support decision-making about 
whether on-site education is suitable.  

 

EXTENDED STUDENT ABSENCE DURING ON-SITE LEARNING PROVISION 
 
When on-site learning is permitted, schools are not expected to provide remote and flexible learning where 
parents or carers of students elect to keep their child at home, except where this is based on medical advice. 

 
In the case that parents or carers make a choice for students not to attend on-site learning and where this 
decision is not based on medical advice – teachers, and, where relevant, education support staff, will not be 
expected and should not be requested by parents or carers or students to provide additional advice or support 
to students. This includes contact by email, phone or other forms of digital communication. 
 
REINFORCING COVIDSAFE BEHAVIOURS 
 
Stay home when unwell  
The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus 
(COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home, even with the mildest of 
symptoms.  
 
Children must not come to school if they are unwell or showing any cold or flu like symptoms such as a fever, 
cough or sore throat. Any student who comes to school showing symptoms compatible with COVID-19 will be 
sent to the sick bay to be assessed. This may include having their temperature taken, isolated and sent home. 
 
A medical certificate of clearance will be required after a period of illness and students should not 
return until all symptoms are gone. 

mailto:kensington.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

Practise good hygiene 
All staff, students and visitors to schools should undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to 
school, before and after eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. Staff should 
direct or supervise young students or where required. 
 
Students should bring their own water bottle for use at school, as students should not drink directly from 
drinking fountains at this time. Taps may be used to refill water bottles. 
Sharing of food should not occur. 
 
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands or hugging). 
 
Face masks in schools 
A face mask that covers the nose and mouth is now the only permitted type of face covering. Face shields, 
scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements. 
 
All school-based staff, parents and visitors to the school must wear face masks at school, and when travelling to 
and from school.  

 
Teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching, but those who wish 
to do so, can. Teachers must wear face masks in other areas of the school when not teaching (for example, in 
the staffroom, on yard duty and when providing first aid or taking temperatures), and when travelling to and 
from school. 

 
Students who attend primary school are not required to wear a face mask. Students who are aged 12 or over by 
Year 6 who are attending primary school are not required to wear face masks at school.  
 

Transitions and end-of-year events and gatherings 
Face-to-face school assemblies and other non-essential large gatherings will be postponed until further notice 
by the Chief Health Officer.  
 
To support children transitioning to school in 2021, additional funding has been provided to schools to enable 
Foundation teachers to visit children and early childhood teachers and educators at kindergarten settings. 
These visits will provide an opportunity for early childhood teachers to discuss their educational program and 
the strategies they use to support children’s learning. It will also provide Foundation teachers with the 
opportunity to observe and interact with children in the kindergarten learning environment to support the 
development of continuity between this and the school learning environment. 
 
Camps and excursions  
School camps and excursions cannot take place at this time. 
 
Interschool activities  
Activities that involve on-site attendance by students from different educational institutions (such as 
interschool sport or interschool debating) must not take place or must be replaced, where possible, with virtual 
alternatives. 

 
OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
 
Big Childcare will continue to provide before and after school care.  Families need to book through Big Childcare 
0432 830 856. 
 


