
 

 

 

Welcome Message: 
The foundation team is thrilled with the fabulous transition all the children have had to school this 
year. We would like to extend thanks to all the parents and guardians for helping to prepare your 
children for what we hope will be a fantastic 2020. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Reading 
Focus  

- Letter/sound relationships and 
phonological awareness 

- High Frequency Words 
- Concepts about print 
- Decoding 
- Comprehension 

 
Skills to practise 

- Read a take-home reader each day and 
fill in the diary. Bring to school each 
day. 

- Reading the first 20 high frequency 
words. 

- Using decoding strategies to solve words 
when reading. 

- Recognising lower and upper case letters 
and their common sounds. 

- Identify and produce rhyming words. 
 
 
 
 

Writing 
Focus:  

- Using writing tools properly 
- Drawing a picture to express an idea 
- Learning letter-sound relationships 
- Learning how to write the first 20 high-

frequency words  
 
Skills to practise  

- Fine motor skills (cutting, colouring, 
ripping paper, playdough, kinetic sand, 
threading beads, etc) 

- Pencil grip 
- Writing posture (straight back, feet on the 

floor, chair pushed in) 
- Letter formation (upper and lower case) 

 

Numeracy Big Question 



Focus: Sorting and classifying objects into 
categories, patterns, recognises numbers 
between zero and six without counting them 
(subitising), counting  to 10 forwards, from any 
starting point, partitioning numbers and naming 
and describing familiar 2D shapes. 
  

Skills to practise 
- Understanding objects have different 

colours, shapes and sizes and sorting 
them into these groups.  

- Copying a pattern with maths equipment. 
- Understanding the parts of a pattern and 

how it repeats. Showing this by 
continuing a ready made pattern. 

- Recognising patterns in the natural 
environment.  

- Recognising numbers between zero and 
six without counting them (subitising). 

- Understanding the numbers to 10 in order 
and being able to rote count them from 0. 

- Understanding the numbers to 10 in order 
and being able to rote count them from 
any starting number 

- Counting a collection of objects by lining 
them up or moving them away. 

- Recognising that a number (up to ten) 
can be made in many different ways 
(partitioning), e.g 5 can be made with 1 
and 4 or 2 and 3, etc. 

- Understanding 2D shapes have all sides 
connecting. 

- Naming circles, squares, rectangles, 
triangles, rhombus  

- Recognising sides and corners of 2D 
shapes 

Focus:  What is the past?  How can we find out 
about the past? 

- understands that the past is something 

that has already happened. 

- shares the story of an object or event 

from their past, describing its importance. 

- compares their personal history with that 

of their peers. 

- understands that some things change 

over time while some things stay the 

same.  

 
Learning assets: Self-managers  
 

P.E. 
Focus: Atheletics 
 
I am looking for the children to be able to skip, 
hop, jump and gallop, this will be taught through 
a variety of games and exploration of 
equipment. I will be teaching the skills of how we 
move our legs to create these movements, we 
will then be moving at different speeds and 
directions.  
 

Art 
The Foundation Year encourages students to 
play with and investigate the tools of drawing, 
while gaining an introduction to the elements and 
principles of art. We will investigate line, pattern, 
shape and texture through looking at the work of 
Paul Klee.  

MUSIC 
Focus: Learning to hear the beat and the accent 
in the music, learning the rhythm patterns of 
words and movements, learning to represent 
beat and accent by drawing symbols. We will do 
this through singing, moving, listening and 

CULTURAL STUDIES 
Focus for Cultural Studies will be to look at the 
different cultural groups that are represented at 
Kensington Primary School. This part will culminate 
with the students putting a picture or drawing of 
themselves on a world map showing where their 



playing percussion instruments. families come from.  The second half will be spent 
investigating Aboriginal culture and what it means to 
be Aboriginal in Australia 
We will look at maps and improve our mapping skills. 

Housekeeping: 
 
Specialist Timetables 
 

FA 
Monday: 
Cultural 
Studies 
and Art 
Tuesday: 
Music and 
PE 
Thursday: 
Library 
  

FB 
Monday: 
Music and 
Cultural 
Studies 
Tuesday: 
P.E. 
Thursday: 
Library 
Friday: 
Art 

FC 
Monday: 
PE and 
Music 
Tuesday: 
Art 
Thursday: 
Library 
and 
Cultural 
Studies 

FD 
Monday: 
Art and 
PE 
Tuesday: 
Cultural 
Studies 
Thursday: 
Library  
Friday: 
Music 

 

Assembly 
Assembly will be held every second Friday. This occurs in the school hall at 3pm. Parents and families 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Home Reading 
Students are encouraged to read books brought home from school each night. This is to be recorded 
in their yellow reading diaries, which will be checked daily by the classroom teacher. Please ensure 
the reading folder is brought to school every day. The routines are currently being established in the 
Foundation classrooms. This will include the students changing their reader using the 8:50-9:00 time 
slot.  
 

Times 
A friendly reminder to parents that our school day begins at 8:50. Students are supervised in the yard 
by yard duty teachers from 8:40 until 8:50. Students and parents are not to enter the classroom until 
the first bell rings. Learning time begins at 9:00 sharp. Any parent communication will need to happen 
before this time. 
 

Dates to Remember 
A reminder that every Foundation child will be undertaking the English Online Interview and Maths 
Online Interview on Wednesdays 12th, 19th and 26th of February. On the Wednesdays that your 
child does not have an interview, they are not required to be at school. Please check with your child’s 
teacher if you are unsure of your child’s allocated time.  
 
Parent Teacher Interviews will take place in Week 7, Tuesday March 10th 3:40-6:30pm and 
Wednesday March 11th 3:40-6:30pm. Please check Sentral for notifications about booking a timeslot.  
 

Communication 
Parents are encouraged to communicate with the Foundation teachers via the Parent Portal on 



Sentral. Teachers will have direct access to these messages and will respond within 24-48 hours. 
Alternatively, you can clip a note into your child’s diary. 
 

Parent Helpers 
Later in Term 1 parents/families will be invited to help in the Foundation classrooms. Currently we 
are setting up classroom routines prior to arranging schedules for parent helpers. Anyone interested 
in helping in the classroom will be required to obtain a Working With Children Check, and provide a 
copy to the office and your classroom teacher.  
Applications for a WWCC are at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/. 

 

 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

