
 

Welcome Message 
 
Dear Year 4 families, 
 
We would like to welcome everyone back for 2020 
which is sure to be an exciting year for all.  Sophia 
Dimitriou (4A), Fiona McIntosh (4B), Rachel Ryan (4C - 
Tues, Wed, Thur) are the Year 4 classroom teachers 
with our Learning Specialist Hayley Merat (4C - Mon, 
Fri). We look forward to getting to know you and 
catching up with you at the upcoming meet and greet 
later in the term.  
 
Thank you for your support, 
 
Year 4 team.  

 

Reading 
Focus:  
Text structure for author’s purpose 

 
Skills to practise: 
Reading daily for 20-30 minutes 
Continuing good reading habits 
Reading a variety text types 
Reading aloud with your children.  
Asking and answering questions about the text. 
Sharing connections that you make between the text 
and yourself and other books you have read.  

Writing 
Genre focus: 
Narrative and Speech Writing. 
Focus:  
Structure, purpose and audience of speeches and 
narrative texts. 

 
Skills to practise:  
Continuing good writing habits 
Discussing the audience the author has written the 
text for  
Optional- practise writing speeches and narrative for 
pleasure using neat handwriting. 

 

Numeracy 
Focus:  
Addition & Subtraction (Place Value focus) 
Properties of odd and even numbers 
Problem solving strategies 
Being an effective mathematician 

Skills to practise: 
Place value  
Addition and subtraction of numbers that challenge 
your child 
Odd and even numbers 
Multiplication and division facts (up to 10 x 10) 
Explaining how they get to solutions 

Big Question: How are we active members 

of our communities? 
Focus:  
Civics and Citizenship 
 
Learning assets: 
Collaborators and Researchers 
 

Students explain how decisions can be made 
democratically and the role of local government. 
They recognise the importance of rules and 
distinguish between rules and laws. They describe 
how people participate in their community as active 
citizens and factors that shape a person’s identity and 
sense of belonging 

PE 

Year 4 students will discuss the attributes of ‘What 
makes a good Physical Education lesson?’ They will 
refer to those attributes throughout the term.  

Students are introduced to basketball skills such as: 
dribbling the ball whilst looking up (having vision); 
passing the ball in a variety of ways such as chest 
pass, bounce pass and overhead pass; and moving 
around a court whilst keeping possession of the ball.   

The concept of having: vision to see where your team 
players and opponents are; making a decision as to 
whether you pass, dribble or shoot; and having 



 

Skills to practise: 
Read up on local events 
Identify government buildings in our local area 
Discuss local issues that are happening 
Strategies for cooperating with others (family, 
friends) 

 

precision on getting the ball to your intended player, 
will be visited throughout the unit. 

 
 

ART 
This term the Yr 4s will explore the skills of drawing 
and mark making through an artist investigation into 
Keith Haring. Students will explore the elements of 
line, shape, colour and space, and the principles of 
emphasis, contrast and movement. Students will 
create a stylised piece in the style of Keith Haring. 

 

Music  
Focus: Recognising both aurally and visually musical 
phrases including dotted rhythms. Recognising and 
performing triplet patterns in music and 3:1 note 
value relationships. These aspects of music will be 
explored through songs and whole-class percussion 
ensembles, developing collaboration, ear training and 
fine motor skill. 

 

Cultural Studies  
Studied Semester 2. 

STEAM 
This Term STEAM will be focusing on the processes 
and disciplines that scientists and engineers use to 
study the world and develop new technologies. 
 
We will have a strong focus on the engineering design 
process and the Year 4s students will be working 
together in teams to design their own tables, made 
out of newspaper. 
 
I encourage all parents to try out their own design 
challenges with simple crafting materials. Have a 
browse online for different ideas by searching for 
“Engineering Design Challenges for kids”. There are  
some great challenges that are simple and use 
everyday products, allowing you to repurpose your 
waste for a great educational adventure with your 
children.  

 

 
 

4A 4B 4C 

Monday - 
Library 
Tuesday - 
ART, MUSIC 
& STEAM 
Thursday - 
P.E 

Tuesday - 
STEAM and 
MUSIC 
Wednesday - 
LIBRARY  
Thursday - 
ART 
Friday - P.E. 

 

Monday - 
Library 
Tuesday - 
ART and 
STEAM 
Wednesday - 
PE 
Thursday - 
MUSIC 



Please note- these times are subject to change. Students are encouraged to wear runners on PE days. 
They are also to bring their library bags (F-2), to return/borrow, books on library days.  
 
Fruit Snack: 
Students will have the option to eat a piece of fruit or vegetable at 10am each morning.  
 
Home Reading:  
Students are expected to read books each night and record it in their reading diaries. Student Reading goals 
will be entered into diaries and parents can assist the child/ren to achieve these goals. These will be checked 
daily by the classroom teacher. The routines are currently being established in classrooms.  
 
Assembly: 
Assembly will be held every second Friday, this occurs in the school hall at 3pm. Parents and families are 
welcome to attend. Grades allocated to performing at assembly are published in the newsletter/calendar of 
events. 
 
Meeting nights: 
We are unavailable for meetings on Tuesday, Wednesday and some Thursday afternoons but if you would like 
to meet us at another time please contact us so we can organise a time that suits us both. 
 
Times: 
A friendly reminder to parents that our school day begins at 8:50am. Students are supervised in the yard by 
yard duty teachers from 8:40am until 8:50am. Students and parents are not to enter the building until the 
first bell rings. Learning time begins at 9:00am sharp. 
 
Communication: 
Parents are encouraged to communicate with teachers via the Parent Portal on Sentral. Teachers will have 
direct access to these messages and will respond within 48 hours. 
 
Parent Helpers: 
Parents/families are encouraged to offer assistance in the classroom as directed by the classroom teacher. 
Currently we are setting up classroom routines prior to arranging schedules for parent helpers. Anyone 
interested in helping in the classroom will be required to obtain a Working With Children Check, and provide 
a copy to the office and your classroom teacher.  
Applications for a WWCC are at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/. 

 
Dates to be mindful of  
Meet the Teacher Meetings are scheduled for March 10th and 11th 3:40 - 6:30pm. Information will be  
 sent home informing you how to book a meeting time.  
 

 
 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

