
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Year 5 families, 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome everyone back for 2020. It is sure to be 
an exciting year for all.  Claire McKeown (5A), 
Sarah Heaton-Harris (5B), Ryan McCann (5C) 
are the Year 5 classroom teachers. We look 
forward to getting to know you and catching up 
with you at the upcoming meet and greet later in 
the term.  
 
Thank you for your support, 
 
Year 5 team.  

Reading  
 
Focus  
Students explain how text structures assist in 
understanding the narrative text.  
They analyse and explain literal and implied 
information from a variety of texts.  
They understand how language features, 
images and vocabulary influence interpretations 
of characters, settings and events. They 
describe how events, characters and settings in 
texts are depicted and explain their own 
responses to them. 
 
Skills to practise 
Reading daily for 20-30 minutes. 
Continuing good reading habits. 
Reading a variety text types. 
Discuss ideas, concepts and interpretations. 
Share connections that you make between the 
text and yourself and other books you have 
read.  
 

Writing 
 
Focus  
Narrative and Persuasive Texts 
 
Students will continue to develop their 
understanding of narrative and persuasive texts 
throughout Writer’s Workshops. Throughout 
Writer’s Workshop they will be guided to use the 
writing cycle to plan, draft, edit and publish their 
written pieces. Students will write for a range of 
purposes and develop their awareness of writing 
for audiences. 
 
Over each week, students will participate in 3 
Writer’s Workshops, 1 spelling/grammar lesson 
and 1 Writer’s Notebook lesson. 
 
In Writer’s Notebook lessons, students will 
investigate and practise skills authors use as 
they develop ideas for pieces of personal writing.  
 
Skills to practise 
 
Plan, draft,edit and revise ideas for different 
purposes and audiences.  

Numeracy  
 
Focus 
 
We are working towards students being effective 
mathematicians who can work collaboratively as 
well as independently, practise concepts to 
improve their mathematical knowledge and skills 
and  communicate their mathematical thinking 
clearly. 
 
We will focus on four main proficiencies of 
understanding, reasoning, problem solving and 
fluency.  
 
Skills to practise 
 
To help the Grade 5 students develop as 
effective mathematicians, students can practise 
their multiplication facts at home, solve problems 
with money including totals and change and 
communicate your mathematical thinking when 
problem solving with your child.   
 
 
 



Extend ideas by selecting specific vocabulary, 
discuss vocabulary choices.  
Revise ideas to maintain structure and meaning. 
Edit sentences for spelling and punctuation.  
Publish for a range of purposes and audiences.  
 

 

How Does Diversity Influence Community?  
 
Focus  
 
Students identify and describe change and 
continuity and explain the causes and effects of 
change on society. They compare the different 
experiences and perspectives of people in the 
past. They explain the significance of an 
individual and group. 

Learning assets  
 
Although used across all learning, Big Question 
allows a platform to investigate the Learning 
Assets.  

At school we are: 

Collaborators 

Communicators 

Researchers 

Thinkers 

Self-Regulators  

 
 
 

PE 

Year 5 students will investigate KPS Values 
such as: caring for the environment, caring, 
supporting and co-operating with others, being 
responsible, being honest and fair. We will 
discuss how these values present themselves 
during Physical Education and refer to them 
throughout the term.  

Students will be introduced to European 
Handball and practise skills specific to the game. 
Invasion game principles will be reinforced such 
as: keeping possession of the ball, outsmarting 
your opponents to score goals, think quick when 
deciding who to throw the ball to, consider the 
way you throw to a team member to ensure your 
team keeps possession of the ball and sharing 
the ball around. 

Similar skills will be practised during basketball. 
Students practise basketball skills such as: 
dribbling the ball whilst looking up (having 
vision); passing the ball in a variety of ways such 
as chest pass, bounce pass and overhead pass.  

The concept of having: vision to see where your 
team players and opponents are; making a 
decision as to whether you pass, dribble or 
shoot; and having precision on getting the ball to 
your intended player, are all things we will  focus 
on. 

ART 

The Yr 5s will be exploring drawing through 
investigating new techniques and processes to 
develop their skills. Students will investigate the 
human form through sketching (no life drawing!). 
Students will show their understanding of the 
principles of pattern, contrast and movement 
and now emphasis through designing a personal 
piece that compliments the Big Question of “How 
Does Diversity Enrich Our Culture?”  
 

MUSIC 
Focus: Learning the relationships between beat, 
accent and rhythmic patterns. Using 
collaborative skills to play in time with small and 
large ensembles. Developing ear training to 
interpret and apply more extended and complex 
rhythmic patterns, for example by overlaying two 
rhythms together. These aspects of music will be 
explored through songs and percussion 
ensembles. 
 

Cultural Studies  
 
Studied in Semester 2. 

STEAM 
This term STEAM will be focusing on the 
processes and disciplines that scientists and 
engineers use to study the world and develop 
new technologies. 
 



We will have a strong focus on the engineering 
design process and the Year 5s students will be 
working together in teams to design their own 
electrical propeller cars  
 
I encourage all parents to try out their own 
design challenges with simple crafting materials. 
Have a browse online for different ideas by 
searching for “Engineering Design Challenges 
for kids”. There are some great challenges that 
are simple and use everyday products, allowing 
you to repurpose your waste for a great 
educational adventure with your kids.  
 

 

Specialist Timetables: 

  

5A 

Monday: 

Library 

Wednesday:  

Art 

P.E 

Thursday:  

STEAM  

Music 

5B 

Tuesday:  

Library 

Thursday: 

Music 

Art  

Thursday: 

STEAM  

P.E  

5C 

Tuesday: 

Library 

Wednesday:  

P.E 

Music 

Thursday:  

STEAM  

Art 

Please note- these times are subject to change.  

Students are encouraged to wear runners on P.E days.  

Assembly 

Assembly will be held every second Friday, this occurs in the school hall at 3pm. Parents and 

families are welcome to attend. Grades allocated to performing at assembly are published in the 

newsletter/calendar of events.  



Home Reading 

Students are expected to read books brought home from school each night. This is to be recorded 

in their reading diaries. Student Reading goals will be entered into each student's diary and 

parents can assist the child/ren to achieve these goals. These will be checked daily by the 

classroom teacher. The routines are currently being established in classrooms. 

Times 

A friendly reminder to parents that our school day begins at 8:50am. Students are supervised in 

the yard by yard duty teachers from 8:40am until 8:50am. Students and parents are not to enter 

the building until the first bell rings. Learning time begins at 9:00am sharp. 

Fruit Snack 

Students will have the option to eat a piece of fruit or vegetable at 10am each morning. 

Meeting nights 

We are unavailable for meetings on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons but if you 

would like to meet us at another time please contact us so we can organise a time that suits us 

both. 

Communication 

Parents are encouraged to communicate with teachers via the Parent Portal on Sentral. Teachers 

will have direct access to these messages and will respond within 48 hours.  

Parent Helpers 

Parents/families are encouraged to offer assistance in the classroom as directed by the classroom 

teacher. Currently we are setting up classroom routines prior to arranging schedules for parent 

helpers. Anyone interested in helping in the classroom will be required to obtain a Working With 

Children Check, and provide a copy to the office and your classroom teacher. 

Applications for a WWCC are at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/. 

Dates 
Meet the Teacher Meetings are scheduled for March 10th and 11th 3:40 - 6:30pm. Information will 
be sent home informing you how to book a meeting time.  

 

 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

