
 

Welcome Message 
 Dear Year 6 families, 

Welcome to what is shaping up to be a fantastic year of learning and growing at KPS. We were so excited to see everyone 
back rejuvenated after the summer and ready to go! 

This year we will be supporting every Year 6 student through their final year of primary school with care and attention 
ensuring we all make the most of opportunities gifted to us. Below is an outline of the learning areas we will be exploring 
this term. If you have any questions please let us know or hold onto them for the meet and greet which is scheduled for 
later on this term. 

 We are looking forward to a fabulous year with all families, 

 Best wishes, 

 Hang Tran and Grace Smith-Davies 

 

READING 
Our ultimate goal is for our students to become proficient 
in using a wide range of reading skills independently. We 
will focus on your child’s needs based on a variety of 
instructional practises such as one-on-one conferencing, 
explicitly teaching and modelling effective reading skills. 
 
Focus  
During Term 1 students will focus on comprehension 
strategies to enhance understanding of what they are 
reading.  
 
Skills to practise: 
 
We encourage nightly reading for approximately 25 to 30 
minutes. This could be in the form of reading aloud or 
reading to self before bed. Some strategies to practise at 
home may include summarising a text including the 
sequence of the main events, making connections to 
other texts or to one’s own experiences, predicting 
outcomes and understanding various viewpoints.  
 

WRITING 
The writing focus in Term 1 is persuasive. Aligning with 
the Big Question, we will be developing texts that focus 
on Leadership and Governance in the (predominantly) 
Australian context. As the curriculum states we will be 
extending our current understanding of persuasive texts 
by exploring how Informative and Explanation texts can 
be both purposefully and subtly persuasive. We are 
excited to see what we produce! 

 Writer’s Notebook 

Two out of the five writing sessions each week are 
dedicated to Writer’s Notebook. The Writer’s Notebook is 
a vital tool for every author and is a place to develop 
ideas. We encourage students to take their Writer’s 
Notebook home so they can jot down a thought, feeling, 
conversation, dream, an interesting plant, flower, animal 
etc! Anything inspiring! 

Skills to practise:  

If sharing a text together, have a conversation about the 
author’s purpose. Question, why has the author written 
this text? What is the key message? What outcome is the 
author focused on? To get really analytical try to find 
evidence in the text to support your answers, this way 
you are exploring features and language, too. 



If you find any persuasive features or vocabulary 
challenge each other to use it in a piece of persuasive 
writing or conversation.  

NUMERACY 
We are working towards students being effective 
mathematicians who can work collaboratively as well as 
independently, practise concepts to improve their 
mathematical knowledge and skills and communicate 
their mathematical thinking clearly. 
 
Focus 
We will focus on four main proficiencies of 
understanding, reasoning, problem solving and fluency. In 
class, students will practise communicating mathematical 
thinking when problem solving through using various 
strategies such as talking aloud, drawing a diagram, using 
concrete materials to model their thinking and using 
estimation. 
 
Skills to practise: 
 
Noticing numbers and patterns in everyday life is a great 
way for students to use mental maths to improve their 
thinking by adding prices of groceries or noticing 
discounted values and working out percentages or 
fractions of a whole value. Students can also practise 
multiplication and division of numbers up to a factor of 
100. For example: all factors of 20 are 1, 2, 4, 5, 10 & 20. 

BIG QUESTION 
This term our Big Question is ‘In a system, how can I use 
my voice to influence change?’. This huge concept will be 
explored through multiple different contexts, to ensure 
we can establish a strong understanding of leadership, 
governance, democracy and law making. We also will be 
inquiring into citizenship, including the concept of global 
citizenship and what that means to us. 

Skills to practise: 

Although used across ALL learning, Big Question allows a 
platform to investigate the Learning Assets. At school we 
are: 

● Collaborators 
● Communicators 
● Researchers 
● Thinkers 
● Self-Regulators  

Having conversations about our context in terms of 
Leadership and Governance would be really helpful. It is 
so important for the students to understand many 
different perspectives and deeply engage with how 
systems work. Another relevant topic to explore would be 
global citizenship, consider together what that means to 
you and how diverse peoples’ understandings of this 
would be, in our community and beyond.  

PE 
Year 6 students will investigate KPS Values such as: caring 
for the environment, caring, supporting and cooperating 
with others, being responsible, being honest and fair.  We 
discuss how these values present themselves during 
Physical Education and refer to them throughout the 
term.  

Students are reintroduced to European Handball and 
practise skills specific to the game. This prepares them for 
one of the Summer Sports they play during Term 1. 
Invasion game principles are reinforced such as: keeping 
possession of the ball, outsmarting your opponents to 
score goals, think quick when deciding who to throw the 
ball to, consider the way you throw to a team member to 
ensure your team keeps possession of the ball and 
sharing the ball around. 

Similar skills are practised during basketball. Students 
practise basketball skills such as: dribbling the ball whilst 
looking up (having vision); passing the ball in a variety of 

ART 
This term, the Yr 6s will investigate the skill of drawing 
through looking at the style of cartooning. The Year 6s 
will be visited by a Melbourne Cartoonist to introduce 
them to the tools of the style. They will then work 
towards creating their own piece around their big 
question, “What Makes A Great Leader?” Year 6s will 
demonstrate their knowledge of the art elements and 
principles they have learnt in previous years. 



ways such as chest pass, bounce pass and overhead pass. 
The concept of having: vision to see where your team 
players and opponents are; making a decision as to 
whether you pass, dribble or shoot; and having precision 
on getting the ball to your intended player, are all things 
we focus on. 

 

MUSIC 
Focus: Learning the relationships between beat, 
accent and rhythmic patterns. Using collaborative 
skills to play in time with small and large ensembles. 
Developing ear training to interpret and apply more 
extended and complex rhythmic patterns, for 
example by overlaying two rhythms together. 
Learning to recognise and play more extended 
formal notation such as splitting a neat into three 
equal parts. These aspects of music will be explored 
through songs and percussion ensembles. 

  

STEAM 
This Term STEAM will be focusing on the processes 
and disciplines that scientists and engineers use to 
study the world and develop new technologies. 
 
We will have a strong focus on the engineering 
design process and the Year 6 students will be 
working together in teams to design their arcade 
games that light up or make noises just like real 
ones.  
 
I encourage all parents to try out their own design 
challenges with simple crafting materials, allowing 
you to repurpose your waste for a great educational 
adventure with your children.  

 
Housekeeping 
 

Specialist Timetables: 
 
 

6A 6B 

Music: Monday 
 
PE: Tuesday 
 
Art: Monday 
 
STEAM: Thursday 
 

Music: Monday 
 
PE: Tuesday 
 
Art: Monday 
 
STEAM: Tuesday  
 

 
 

Please note- these times are subject to change. Students are encouraged to wear runners on PE 
days. They are also to bring their library bags (F-2), to return/borrow, books on library days. Library 
sessions for Year 6B are on Wednesdays and on Thursdays for Year 6A. 
 

Assembly: 
Assembly will be held every second Friday, this occurs in the school hall at 3pm. Parents and families 
are welcome to attend. Grades allocated to performing at assembly are published in the 



newsletter/calendar of events. 
 

Home Reading: 
Students are expected to read books brought home from school each night. This is to be recorded in 
their reading diaries. Student Reading goals will be entered into each student's diary and parents can 
assist the child/ren to achieve these goals. These will be checked daily by the classroom teacher. 
The routines are currently being established in classrooms.  
 

Times: 
A friendly reminder to parents that our school day begins at 8:50am. Students are supervised in the 
yard by yard duty teachers from 8:40am until 8:50am. Students and parents are not to enter the 
building until the first bell rings. Learning time begins at 9:00am sharp. 
 
 

Meeting nights: 
We are unavailable for meetings on Tuesday, Wednesday and some Thursday afternoons but if 
you would like to meet us at another time please contact us so we can organise a time that suits us 
both. 
 

Fruit Snack: 
Students will have the option to eat a piece of fruit or vegetable at 10am each morning. 

 
Communication: 
Parents are encouraged to communicate with teachers via the Parent Portal on Sentral. Teachers 
will have direct access to these messages and will respond within 48 hours.  
 

Parent Helpers 
Parents/families are encouraged to offer assistance in the classroom as directed by the classroom 
teacher. Currently we are setting up classroom routines prior to arranging schedules for parent 
helpers. Anyone interested in helping in the classroom will be required to obtain a Working With 
Children Check, and provide a copy to the office and your classroom teacher.  
Applications for a WWCC are at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/. 
 

Dates 
Meet the Teacher Meetings are scheduled for March 10th and 11th 3:40 - 6:30pm. Information will 
be sent home informing you how to book a meeting time.  

 
 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

