
Welcome to Year 1
VISION: 

To be a safe and caring community who learn and grow together, to make 
a difference for us and our world.



Communication

● Visit KPS website - Updated regularly. 
● KPS Newsletter / Office Update. 
● Diary checked every day. Please support your child with this.
● Phone. Calls will be returned within 2 business days.
● Email. (Replies will be in business hours. Please allow 2 days for a reply. If urgent please ring the office). 

Emails to be sent to: kensington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

● Parents are welcome to discuss short matters with the teacher between 8.50am and 9.00
● Make an appointment if your issue requires a longer discussion.
● Learning snapshots are written in the school newsletter fortnightly, which reflect the areas of learning that have been covered in the 

classroom. 

After school meetings are Mon (for some) / Tue / Wed teachers will not be available during these times. 

We understand that we are looking after your most precious belonging. 

Please don’t hesitate to get in contact with us - Particularly if you have a question or a concern. That way we can do something about it. 



Home Learning
The Kensington Primary School (KPS) Home Learning Policy aims to develop positive work habits. Home 
Learning provides the opportunity for parents / guardians to be active in their child’s learning. The Home 
Learning Policy provides some suggested home learning activities for each year level. 

KPS understands that each family will have different ideas about how best to create a balanced lifestyle for their 
family, including sufficient time for family, sport, recreation, cultural activities and home learning activities.

PURPOSE
For families to support student learning at home by: 

● practise goals set with their teacher,
● inquire into an area of interest,
● complementing and reinforcing classroom learning, 
● fostering lifelong learning and positive work habits (goal setting, self efficacy, self reflection and time 

management, 
● provide students with opportunities to practise skills, review content and deepen understanding of 

concepts learned, 
● providing an opportunity for students to become responsible for their own learning, and 
● supporting partnerships with parents by connecting families with the learning of their children.



Excursion Program

The excursion program is linked to our program of Inquiry and other curriculum areas. 
For example, Term One Inquiry is relating to how our choices affect ourselves and 
others, specifically how some choices can allow us to become healthy.

We are planning to have an incursion this term focussed on getting active. 



Big Aims

To develop student independence and promote ownership of 
individual learning progress (Learning Goals). 

To ensure Learning GROWTH for every individual. 

To create a safe and caring learning environment where students 
are motivated and challenged to achieve their goals. 



Timetables

If you have not already done so, your child will receive a copy of their Term 1 timetable in their 
school diary by the end of this week.

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

1J PMP Performing Arts
Physical Education

Indonesian Visual Arts Library

1S PMP Physical Education
Visual Arts
Indonesian

Library Performing Arts

1F PMP Physical Education
Visual Arts

Library Indonesian
Performing Arts

1A PMP Indonesian
Performing Arts

Visual Arts Physical 
Education

Library

Key:
PMP = 
Perceptual 
Motor 
Program
(Led by Class 
Teachers and Senior 
Students)



Developed specifically for Kensington Primary School, based on student feedback and Attitudes to School Survey. The 
program aims to set the tone for the year of learning. 

Key concepts during the few weeks of school included:

● Great expectations: unpacking and developing our understanding of the KPS vision and what it means to be a 
great learner.

● Hear Me Roar - Developing Pride in the classroom and in ourselves, concentrating on the positives
● Healthy Me - Diet, Exercise, Sleep and Hygiene play a role in keeping ourselves healthy and ready to learn

Kensington Kick Off



BOUNCE BACK
B Bad	times	don’t	last.	Things	get	better.	Stay	optimistic.

O Other	people	can	help	if	you	talk	to	them.	Get	a	reality	check.

U Unhelpful	thinking	makes	you	feel	more	upset.

N Nobody	is	perfect	- not	you	and	not	others.

C Concentrate	on	the	positives	(no	matter	how	small)	and	use	laughter.

E Everybody	experiences	sadness,	hurt,	failure,	rejection	and	setbacks	sometimes.	They	are	a	normal	part	of	life.	Try	not	to	personalise	
them.

B Blame	fairly	– how	much	of	what	happened	was	because	of	you,	how	much	was	because	of	others	and	how	much	was	because	of	bad	luck
or	circumstance?

A Accept	the	things	you	can’t	change,	but	try	to	change	what	you	can	first.

C Catastrophising	makes	your	worries	worse.	Don’t	believe	the	worst	possible	picture.

K Keep	things	in	perspective.	It’s	only	one	part	of	your	life.



Curriculum

Planning based on Victorian Curriculum and Student Learning Data. 

5 hours of reading, writing and maths instruction each week. 

4 specialist classes per week. Art, Music, PE, Indonesian 

Reading - Thinking within the text, Thinking about the text and Thinking Beyond. 

Writing- Genre Explicit Lesson (Text Structure and Features), Spelling, Handwriting, Grammar/Punctuation, Creative 
Writing (Rocket Writing), Responding to Literature

Maths- This terms foci are: Counting and Patterning, Place Value, Statistics, Graphing and Addition.

Other areas of the curriculum such as Geography, Science, Health are covered through Programs of Inquiry. 



Goal Setting in Year 1

As a whole school all teachers work with individual students to 
set relevant learning goals.

Goals are set from assessment data, teacher feedback and 
student reflection.

Students will be supported to take ownership of knowing their 
goal, and will develop skills in providing evidence of goal 
achievement. 

Talk with your child/ children about their goals and how you 
can support them.



Learning Conferences

Every child will have learning conferences with their teacher. 

During a learning conference:

- Talk about learning goals
- Look at evidence in student work
- Set new learning goals
- Explicit teaching of skill or concept. 

Learning conferences are sometimes 1 on 1, sometimes roving and sometimes in small 
groups. 



Conference Example

Reading Conference

Tell me about your reading goal you are working on. Can you show me using your Just 
Right Book?

Some other questions that may be asked:

What strategy can you use to solve this word?

What is something new you have learnt from reading this book?

What happened first, in the middle and at the end of your text?

Can you make any predictions using your prior knowledge about this text?



Assessment

Teachers use both formal and informal tasks to observe, monitor and evaluate the 
needs’ of the students in their care.

Teachers when collaborating in teams on a weekly basis we ask the following questions 
of ourselves when planning for teaching and learning each week.

● What needs to be taught?
● How do we know they know it?
● What if the student already knows it?
● What if they don’t know it?



Thank you

The classrooms will be open in 15 mins time for you to 

● look through your student’s books, 
● see the classroom, 
● discuss their learning goals and 
● meet and greet with the teacher.

In the next 15 mins please feel free to visit the specialist classrooms. Or take a quick 
break. Please remember teachers will need a moment to visit the bathroom etc.

We will open our doors at 4:30.



Q and A

Does anyone have any questions that relate to the whole year level?
If your question relates only to your child or your class please address it to 

the class teacher upstairs.  



Thanks

Thanks for coming and for your 
support as a partner in your 

child’s learning journey. 


