
Year 3 Learning Snapshot 

Reading 

What have we been doing in reading this fortnight? Well...lucky you asked! Students have begun looking at asking 
questions about texts. They have read Chalk Boy, a story about a chalk drawing who has a wonderful life until it 
starts to rain. The second text they read was a short biography of Christine Anu, a popular indigenous musician and 
performer, reflecting on her heritage, stardom and life achievements.  

Students asked open and closed questions as well as discussing the purpose of why we question when we read. 
Looking deeper, students categorised their questions as ‘right there’ (The answer to my question is right there in the 
text.) and ‘think and search’ (I came up with a question as I read but now have to search in the text to find my 
answer, it might be spread out across multiple pages.) 

Writing 

At the end of week 8, students developed a new writing seed from a picture of a forest and a soundtrack of a beach 
in the background. They were asked to use their 5 senses and brainstorm what the setting of a potential story would 
be. Students were then asked to write out a plan based on their seed ideas. In week 9, students were given the 
opportunity to write a persuasive piece based on the stimuli ‘where should KPS’s new fund be spent?’. Students 
brainstormed ideas, planned and then drafted a piece of writing to convince Bridget of where they feel the money 
should be spent. In week 10, students fine tuned their creative writing skills in their writer’s notebook and 
encouraged to use descriptive language when describing their setting and characters.  
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Numeracy 

Students continued to explore the measurement concepts of mass and capacity.  The focus was on comparing and 
ordering, initially by estimating and then measuring with metric units. To check the capacity of containers, students 
used measuring jugs and found how many millilitres or litres they held when full. To check the mass of different 
classroom objects, students used balanced scales with weights, kitchen scales and/or spring balances to measure 
how many grams or kilograms they weighed.  Discussions also centred around the size and shape of objects and 
containers, relative to their mass or capacity.   

Students also revised the connection between addition and subtraction by investigating the processes involved with 
function machines.  They learnt that function machines take an input, apply an operation (or operations) and result 
in an output. Students used clues and trial and error to solve the input numbers, the output numbers and/or the rule 
(operation).  They also made some connections between the processes of function machines and that of computer 
programming through the use of Scratch Jr and offline coding activities, such as creating a maze and then writing the 
code to get from the start to the finish of the maze. 

Big Question 

In Big Question, students have been researching the ‘wondering’ they developed following the hands-on inquiry into 
‘how does heat energy create change?’ 
This week they worked on a way to Go Further with their research and demonstrate their understanding as a 
presentation. Students worked collaboratively to present their research in a variety of ways such as a diorama, a poster, 
a model or an experiment. They presented their learning to the cohort in a mini science fair, moving through the 
classrooms and discussing their learning with their peers.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


