
Year 3 Learning Snapshot 

Reading  

So far this term, students have been focusing on the comprehension strategy of questioning. The 3 main types of 
questions that students have had practice creating include Right There, Think and Search and Author and Me questions. 
Moreover, students have had the opportunity of creating and answering questions before, during and after they have 
read the text and encouraged to think about the types of questions they ask at each stage of reading. Lastly, students 
have started looking at the various purposes of asking questions, whether that be to clarify their thinking, inquiring and 
driving further questions or gain further information or understanding about the text. Students started the term off 
reading a book called Tilly by Jane Godwin in week 1. Going into online learning, students will also have the opportunity 
to view a video called Brolga song, a Dhuwa story told in Rembarrnga language in Central Arnhem Land about the 
importance of culture and knowing one’s place in Aboriginal society.  

  

 

Writing 

This term, students have begun a poetry unit. In groups, they examined a variety of poems of different styles and 
noticed structural and language features including rhythm and rhyme, alliteration and personification. Students 
innovated on the A. A. Milne poem The End, to write their own rhyming couplet. This week, students will investigate the 
structure and language features a limerick and will plan for and draft their own limerick poem.  

In open cycle writing, students created a character building table in order to describe their imagined 
character’s  physical appearance and character traits as well as problems they might encounter. They used their table to 
write the beginning of a story which included a sizzling start and a detailed description of their character.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Numeracy 

During the first two weeks of this term, the Year 3 students worked on using number patterns as an introduction to 
multiplicative thinking. They used function machines with their number patterns to create more complex patterns 
including the use of inverse operations to find missing numbers within patterns. During remote learning students learnt 
about angles. They defined angles of common objects and structures around the home and reflected on the degree of 
turn. Eg. An open door creates an acute angle between 1 and 89 degrees. Further to this, they have investigated 3D 
shape, naming common shapes and documenting the vertices, edges and faces. Eg. Cube: 6 Faces, 12 edges, 8 vertices. 
They have recreated models of 3D shapes using materials found around the house commenting on their features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Question 

During the first two weeks of Term 3, the Year 3 students celebrated NAIDOC week by exploring the presence and 
significance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Through picture books, recorded interviews, images and songs 
the students captured an insight into what NAIDOC week is, what reconciliation means, what a yarning circle is, what/who 
the Stolen Generations are, what saying ‘sorry’ means and some examples of restorative practises the Stolen Generations 
have done for their Healing Journeys.  
The picture books we have read are: 

                                       
 

Spanish: Grade 3s are learning about feelings in Spanish. The feeling vocabulary is feliz (happy), triste (sad), hambre 
(hungry), calor (hot), frío (cold), miedo (scared), sueño (tired) and enojado (angry). Students have been learning this 
through song. They have made their own picture dictionaries and we have played spelling games using the Spanish 
alphabet. 


