
 

Reading 

We are continuing with Analysing and Critiquing 
looking deeply at viewpoint, text features and 
author’s style. Students have looked at good, great 
and amazing examples through our Bump It Up wall 
which we have taken virtually. Students also engaged 
with the underlying questions that support analysing 
and critiquing, What can I see? What do I feel? What 
do I think? from this student have begun to discuss 
impact and effectiveness of different viewpoints and 
text features.   

We are now taking a deep dive into Adam Baron’s 
‘Boy Underwater’ and honing our skills in responding 
critically to text. We have made a good start into this 
novel as we are now at Chapter 6 and are 
understanding how Adam Barton has used first 
person viewpoint to engage his audience, create 
empathy and suspense. This 
week we are looking deeper at 
the different text features 
Barron uses, their impact and 
effectiveness.  We’ve 
innovated for home learning by 
students working in real time 
together on a shared recording 
document using Google slides 
and Jamboard.   

 

 

 

Writing 

In writing this term we have just finished exploring 
various forms of poetry. Students have looked at Ballads, 
Sonnets, Limericks, Haiku, Shape poems and sensory 
poetry. They have been exposed to some of the poet 
greats and this has been a fabulous inspiration for their 
own poetic writing. The teachers have been completely 
overwhelmed by how the students have responded to 
this poetry and their poetic contributions. All this 
wonderful writing will go towards the development of 
class poetry anthologies. 
 
This week we will begin our new topic of informative 
texts, as we start to move beyond what we know and 
look at the various and sophisticated ways an 

Fairy Grove 

“hey! fairy grove is right here! did you hear” 

“its famous for all of its fun and shows” 

“theres mountains and mountains of fun right near” 

“why don’t you step along and watch the show?” 

 

“okay, sure!” those were two words i regret 

as their features are obscure and gone dull 

my days go on filled with angst and with stress 

my body lays down under rotting skulls 

 

nobody really knew what fairies were 

that means nobody knew what they could do 

those pink fairy wings can turn into war 

thus awaits a crew of deaths that were due 



informative text can be written and the different 
functions they can serve.  
 
 
Falling trees 

Humans, wielding the blade of destruction 

The beautiful trees, not able to function 

Breathing one hopeful, heavy sigh 

For the trees, it is time to say goodbye 

 

As fast as sound the blade descends 

The blade whistles through the air, this is where it 

ends 

Consuming taking destroying the peace 

Our hope, our lives begin to decrease 

 

Here is where we make our stand 

We will suffer under the hand of the axe 

Our screams echo into the breeze 

Humans, wielding the blade of destruction 

 

and as fear shot through alerts were pursued 

poor families could only wait and cry 

“run away!” i had a feeling, i knew 

if i stayed there longer, i’d stay for a while 

 

and those evil spirits. they sit and smile 

ruined families, ruined my whole life 

 
AUTHOR STATEMENT 
———————————————————— 
This poem is about a fictional realm where fairies exist, 
but the relationship between fairies and humans are 
distinct and different, as they both don’t know about each 
other. Humans have a mentality where all fairies are 
angelic and beautiful, but fairies have a mentality that 
humans are hurtful, and evil. The deeper meaning behind 
this is that you should never judge someone based on 
what you perceive of them in your  
eyes. You should always limit yourself to what you know 
about people when it comes to judging them. 
———————————————————- 

 

  
Numeracy 

Students pivoted beautifully from at school to remote 
learning in their numeracy work. They have been 
immersed in the operations of multiplication. Students 
have explored different mental and written strategies 
that can allow them to work with a variety of different 
numbers from 2-digit by 1-digit all the way to 4 digits or 
more  by 2-digits. While exploring students were also 
learning how to explain and justify the strategies they 
were using in terms of being the most efficient - Is it 
quick? Is it easy to use? Will it work everytime? The aim 
is to convince their teacher that they are choosing the 
best strategy.  
 
This week we begin to look at division, at the different 
strategies we can use and some of the misconceptions 
we might have.  

 

 

 

  



 Big Question - How has Australia contributed to the development of technology? 

A lot of different learning has been happening in Big Question. Students 
have finished exploring Ancient, Modern and Australian technologies and 
can now explain what they are, what problem they solved and for some 
how they have been innovated on. Students have begun to develop their 
Google Sites which they will use to share all the knowledge they learn 
about technology and how Australia has contributed. Students have been 
working through different lessons to support the development of their 
unpublished site. Last week, students looked into one of the many 
different design cycles learning about the steps of Empathy, Define, 
Ideate, Prototype and Test and how these work together and inform each 
other. This week we are beginning to put this all together in our Sorting 
Out phase by looking at The GreenHouse by Joost and how he used the 
Design Cycle to create this sustainable house. 

   

 
Music In Music/Drama the students have been focusing on mime skills, such as facial expression and pretending to 
hold an object. They celebrated Book Week by listening to The Toymaker and the Bird by Pamela Allen and 
responding to some key dramatic scenes with mime and movement. They extended the drama of the story by writing 
about characters’ motivations. Students composed a short conversation that they thought may have occurred in a 
particular dramatic part of the story, adding details to clarify emotions. There is a video uploaded with the 
assignment so that students can listen again and practise these skills. 

Spanish: In Spanish, students worked on their country projects, learnt about Spanish and Latin American scientists 
for Science Week and books about Spanish-speaking people for Book Week. 

PE: Year 5/ 6 students are continuing to practise their netball skills and their overall general knowledge about 
netball. Skills focus was pivoting and dodging. Students were given their first assignment. They were to post a video 
of themselves combining both the skills of catching and pivoting. This work is all in preparation for our netball 
tournament back at school.  

Art: In Art, Year 5/6 students have been developing their skills around using Art language to both analyse and 
express their opinions on Art and Artists. Through researching new art and artists, students also used some more 
modern language to turn these pieces into Memes. Students also celebrated book week by using the Author Shaun 
Tan, the designer of this Year’s Book Week image as inspiration for a mixed and multimedia surrealist piece. 

 

 

 


